Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Aator, henox and Tilden Poundatioat 



BEQUEST OF 



JOHN L. CADWALADER, LL.D. 



1914 



h 




:1 



1 
I 

V 




r^ 



4 






i 



I 

I 



Ca.vv^oW<2^\\ 



f 



c?w 



TtfE 



miic 



A-£ 



]Mr 






IS-ot/ 



f-Fsojf 



^^a: 



fOvs 






8'« 



Si 






X im>-'~ " " " " 



^sr jK' ;s; "g 



'^ 



.S.« 



-J ■*- 









TOURNEY 



FROM 



EDINBURGH 



THROUGH 



PARTS OF NORTH BRITAIN: 



CONTAINING 



REMARKS ON SCOTISH LANDSCAPE; 

AND OBSERVATIONS ON RURAL ECONOMY, NATURAL 

HISTORY, MANUFACTURES, TRADE, AND COMMERCE} 

Interfpcrfed with 

ANECDOTES, 

TRADITIONAL, LITERARY, AND HISTORICAL ; 

TOGETHER WITH 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 

RELATING CHIEFLY TO CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS, FROM 
THE TWELFTH CENTURY DOWN TO THE PRESENT TIME. 

IN TWO VOLUMES, 

EmbcUiftied with FORTT-FOUR ENGRAVINGS^ 
Trom Drawings made on the Spot, of the Lake, River, and Mountain Scenery of Scotland. 



By ALEXANDER ^AMFBJILL. 



VOL. L - ^ I 
LONDON: 

Printed by A. Strahan, Printers-Street ; 

FOR T, N» LONGMAN AND O. REES, PATERNOSTER-ROW J AND 

VERNOR AND HOOD IN THE POULTRY, 

1802. 



• » » • 
* • » 






< « • i 






< • < 

J * 
• < < I 



> t 



* 4 



• ' • . . 



» t 



n » • • 


.. ,,^ 


1 


pup:. - 




Y 


56 


5^*>i'*^ 




AS:0'^ 


L .» <.ND 




Tl4.Di:h 


f <j\.Si>AJ\OHS 




" 


1916 


L 



PREFACE. 



jI HE title-page of a literary produdion ought, if poffible, to 
convej to the mind of the reader a pretty accurate notion of its 
fcope and general contents; an apology, therefore, for the feem« 
ing prolixity of the title-page prefixed to thefe volumes, will be 
found in the utility of this good old pradice. 

Although I have more than once appeared before the public 
as an author, I feel on this occafion, that diffidence and anxiety 
which are natural to one who gleans in a field wherein fo many 
have reaped with reward and diftinaionj yet confcious of hav- 
ing bellowed due pains in order to render it worthy of accept- 
ance, I await the time when the candid and judicious ihall have 
awarded that fliare of approbation, to which this performance 
may be found juftly entitled. 

It appeared to me, notwithftanding the numerous writers 
that of late have direded their attention to the examination of 
the antiquities, natural hiftory, peculiar cuftoms and manners 
of the northern fedion of our ifland, that many things had 
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iv PREFACE. 

efcaped their diligence of refearch, which a native intimately 
acquainted with the claffic ground and hiftorical incidents there- 
to belonging, as well as with many traditionary particulars 
about to fink into that oblivion from which they are now 
fnatched, might have it in his power to examine more at lei- 
fure than any ftranger, how accurate foever, traverfing haftily 
the various diftrifts defcribed in the following journey : in col- 
leding materials for which, I have fpared neither time nor la- 
bour; and toward a proper feleftion and arrangement of what 
I deemed moft interefting and valuable, I have done all in my 
power. 

Aware of that kind of difguft which ceafelefs egotifxn ufually 
excites, 1 have chofen to appear as feldom as poffible in the 
body of the work ; by which means the reader is fpared the 
unneceffary intrufion that too frequently occurs in fimilar pro- 
dudions. In truth, were T ta relate hut a fmall part of the 
cafual incidents connected with the prefent itinerary, it would 
fwell into many more volumes to very little purpofe. Bur, 
befides three feveral excurfions made on purpofe to take the 
(ketches of the fcenery faithfully on the fpot, as well as to afcer- 
tain from pcrfonal furvey the prefent ftate of rural economy, 
manufadures, trade, and commerce^ I have had, during twenty 
years of my life, frequent occafion to vifit the extenfive range 
through which the traveller is herein dire£ted» 
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PREFACE. ▼ 

In treating of many particulars refpedling recent occurrences, 
as well as ftriking events of more remote periods of Scotifh 
hiftory, it will manifeftly appear, that I have delivered my fen- 
timents with that manly freedom which is chara£teriilic of one 
attached to no party, and independent in his mind, — tempered^ 
however, with due moderation, keeping fteadily in view a fcru- 
pulous regard to truth wherever it was to be found* 

It will alfo be feen, that, beOdes placing many known fads 
and circumftances in new lights, much original information oa 
a great variety of topics will afford fatisfadion to thofe who find 
pleafure in fomewhat more than mere fuperficial knowledge*. 

This, I truft, will more fully appear in the defcriptions, and 
hiftorical and traditional matter refpeding many parts of the 
highlands, particularly Loch-Kaitrin^ and the wilds adjacent ; 
the bifhopriok of Dunkeld ; the towns of Linlithgow, Stirling, 
Perth, and Dundee ; the ancient archiepiicopal fee of St. An- 
drew's, together with its univerfity ; and the prefent capital of 
Scotland, Edinburgh ; as alfa a fketch of its univerfity, particu- 
larly its celebrated fchool of medicine from its firft eftabliflimens 
to the prefent period ; with an hiftorical outline of the Scotifh 
epifcopal church, from the firft dawn of the Reformation to the 
clofe of the eighteenth century. Befide thefe different articles, 
there will likewife be found interfperfed throughout, many bio- 
graphical notices of ibme importance to thofe who may be in?- 
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Tl PItEFACE. 

tcrefted in the literary fame of a few Scotfmen whofe writings 
are held in high eftimation in the republic of letters. To thefe 
notices are added two or three flight (ketches refpeding the 
fine arts north of the Tweed ; together with the hiftory of the 

JScotifti ftage from its origin down to the prefent time. 

Having thus prepared the reader for what he is to cxped in 

the following flieets, I fliall only add a few remarks refpeding 

fome notices that have come to my knowledge fince the pre-* 

lent produdion was fent to the prefs. 

. In drawing a contraft of the charader of the ancient Cale«« 
donians and the Highlanders of the prefent day, I have thrown 
cut a few hints relative to the poetry common to Ireland and 
the Hebrides, in which the Fingalians of both nations are 
celebrated; as alfo, fome particulars refpeding the Scotiih* 
Gaelic being a written language (contrary to the opinion of 
Johnfon) long before the invention <^ printing. In addition 
to what I have laid on thefe fubjeds in the courfe of the pre^ 
fent work, and elfewhere, I have to Hate a communication 
made in a letter, dated " ift March 1801," from my friend Mn 
J. Ritfon, of Gray's Inn, of fufBcient importance to juftify its 
infertion in this place. 

" I have made" (fays Mn Ritfon) " two difcoveries lately in 
the hiftory of Fin-Mac-Coul. He is mentioned in Jocelin's 
life of St. Patrick, written about 1180, as contemporary with 

that 



PREFACE. Vti 

ihat faint ; but in a book of much greater authority, the Ulfter 
Annals, of which there is a tranflation in the Mufeum, he i& 
placed in the middle of the ninth century, or year 856, when 
it is faid, ** CuhaUFitty with his Etigli/h- Irijb [mbemice^ ut alibi 
Fifigal/]y (was) put to flight by Ivar.** This, if it mean*^ (con- 
tinues Mr. Ritfon) ^^ the fame man, is an hiftorical fad): which 
cannot be difputed : but^' (he adds) ^^ at all events, he was a 
nadve or inhabitant of Ireland^^ 

In my reply to the letter whence this extrad is taken, I men- 
tioned what difcoYeries had been lately made at Edinburgh 
With regard to ancient MSSu in the Gaelic language ; and like- 
wife fent him a Ut^r^l traofiation of a paflage from a book 
printed at Edinburgh A.D. 1567 in that tongue ; and to be 
found in the preface of the abbot of IcolomkiU and biihop of the 
yics John Carfwiir^ Book of Common Prayer (by the way, the 
firft pFOteftant Prayer-book in ufe north of the Tweed till an 
unfuccefsful attempt was made in the reign of Charles the 
Maxtyr). Th« paflage alluded to is to the following purport. 
^ But there is a great want'* (fays this pious prelate) " with us, 
** and it is a great weight upon us, the Gael of Scotland and 
** Ireland *, above the refl: of mankind, that our Gaelic lan-r 
^^ guage is not printed, as are the other languages and tongues 
" of the world : and there is a greater want ftill, that of the 
•* Holy Bible not being printed in the Gaelic language, as it W 

* ** Gaoidhil Alban agas Eirean.*' 
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in the Latin and tlie Englifh, and every other tongue : and 
alfo, it is a want, that we have never yet had any account 
printed of the antiquities of our country, or of our anceftors 
amongd us. But, although we have fome accounts of the 
^^ Gael of Scotland and Ireland in the manufcript books of chief 
" bards and hiftoriographers *, and others ; yet, the labour of 
** writing them over with the hand is great ; but the proccfs of 
^' printing, be the work how voluminous foever, is fpeedy and 
*^ eafily accomplilhed. And great is the blindnefs, ignorance, 
^^ and finful darkneCs, and evil defign of the teachers and writ- 
^' ers, and oral confervators f , of the Gaelic, in as much ias 
^ they are more defirous and accuftomed to compofe vain, 
tempting, lying hiftories, to gain the idle applaufe of the world, 
concerning Tuath de Danonds, and Milefians,— concerning 
** champions, and Fin-mac-Cumhal and Fingalians, and a great 
" many more that need not be mentioned in this place if.'* 
Here then is a manifeft proof, that the Gaelic language was not 
only a wTitten, but alfo a printed language, more than two. hun- 
dred years ago, — a ftriking faft, in direft contradiSion of 
Dr. Johnfon's hafty aflertion, that " the Earfe" (he means 
Irifh, or Gaelic) " never was a written language j and there 

m 

♦ " Fileadh agas Ollamlian." 

f *' Lucht dcachtaidh agas fgriobhtha chumlidai^h.*' 

X '* Cumadh ar Thuath dc dhanond agas mhacaibh milcad agas ama curadhaigbfi 
<• agas fhind mac cumhail gona fhianoibh agas ar mlioran eilc nach airbim agas nach 
M in^ifina aadfo do cbumadhach.*' 
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PTtEFACE. IX 

"** is not in the world an Earfe manufcript a Imndred years 
•* old*" 

Thefe additional notices refpeding Gaelic antiquities I have 
thought proper to give without any comment whatever ; and 
as it fell to my lot, after a filence of nearly eighteen years, 
to revive the celebrated controverfy refpeding the authenticity 
ef Offian, and having difcovered and brought before the literary 
world, " The Highlander," a juvenife performance of the in- 
genious tranflator of our Celtic Homer, I truft, my apology 
is made, in thus having dated what will fo materially contri- 
bute to the further inveftigation of this interefting fubjedl. 

In writing the various obfervations contained in thefe vo- 
lumes, I had often occafion to notice perfons then living, 
who are fince dead, circumftances relative to whom will feem 
greatly altered in their application; — ^this, however, in fome 
inftances, was not forefeen. The venerable father of General 
Abercromby, greatly advanced in years, paid the debt of nature 
while that hero was on his expedition in the Mediterranean ; 
he himfelf too is numbered among the illuftrious dtad, having 
nobly fallen in wrefting Egypt from the hands of the French, 
The renowned conqueror of that diftant region of the earth 
never appeared fo truly great, as on that day when Learning 
beheld him, on his return, with dignified modefty, feated 

* See Johnfon's Journey to the Weftern Iflands. 
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among his fellow-citizens in the hall of Flnftitute Nationak dk- 
France. Nor did Abercromby, in my opinion, fhine more \n, 
the midft of his moft fplendid military achievements, than wheob 
feen by few fave his own family and immediate nei^bours,, 
while in the noifelefs tenor of ferene retirement fuperintending 
his rural affairs, and encouraging by his prefence the indigent 
young ones in the fchool which his private bounty had founded 
for their inftrudion. The fame of Abercromby it belongSi; 
to hiftory to record ; hia dom^c virtues, till lateft ages,, to> 
maakind to imltatet 



> 



TABLE 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



OF 



THE FIRST VOLUME. 



JL/EPARTUKB from Edinburgh— »Prince*8 Street«-Fine Profpe£fc of the Nev 
and Old Town, Caftle, and diftant Objeai— -St. Cuthbert's or Weft 
Church ; concerning which, a miftake in Arnot's Hiftorj of Edinburgh is 
reaified-*-Lothian-Road— Singular Wager — Water of Leith — Edinburgh 
Caftle— Napier, Lord Merchifton, and Henry Briggs of Grefliam College— 
Corftorphine^Weft Lothian— Agricultural Improvements Linlithgowfhire 
.^^Invafion of Edward I. — ^Kirklifton— Niddery Caftle — Win(burgh famous 
at one time for Bees— Fidd-Max(hal John Eari of Stair, an AgricuU 
turift, . - - . - Page i 

Linlithgow, an ancient Burgh—- faid to have been firft founded by Edward L 
A. D. 1 30 1. — ^Palace — Church, in the Aifle of which James IV. wsTs warned 
by an Apparition previous to his Fall in the Field of Floden, A. D. 15 13. — 
Linlithgow formerly the Verfaillcs of Scotland — ^The Birth-Place of Mary 
Queen of Scots— Religious Houfes of Linlithgow, previous to the Reforma- 
tion— Aflaffination of the Regent Murray— The Solemn League and Co- 
venant burnt in Linligthow, A. D. 1622. — This Town populous and thriving 

Manufa£ture, Trade, &c, — Agriculture, Minerals, &c. in the Vicinity 

cf Linlithgow— Departure weftward from Linlithgow — Pafs the River Avcn 
—Battle of LiuUthgow Bridge, in the Minority of James V.— Enter Stirling- 
ihirc— Village of Laurifton— Grime's Dyke -^ Roman Antiquities — Cal- 
Uodet-'Hottfe— Agricola's Chain of Forts, ami Rampart, - 17 

A 2 Falcirk^ 



211 



CONTENTS. 



Falkirk, the principal Mart for horned Cattle — Trjjis or Fairs in the au*- 
tumnal Months yearly— Carron Iron-Work8-«*Forth and Clyde Canal, in the 
Direftion of the Roman Wall, or Vallum Antonim — Battle of Falkirk in \TAfi^ 
untoward Event of the Death of one of the Rebel Leaders^ (Angus McDonald,, 
Colonel of the Glenga^y Regiment,) caufcd by the ajccidental Difcharge of a 
Piece, by a Private of the Clanranald High lander s^^Bad Confcquences of 
this accident to the Caufe of Prince Char!e$<«-^Severe SufTerings of many 
Families, and Perfons of Condition — Infcriptions on Tomb-Stones in the 
Church-yard*- Among others, that on a Stone facred to the Memory of 
John Stuart, emphatically called the Right Arm of Wallace — Battle of the: 
Carron, in which that illuftrious Patriot was beat by Edward I. — Conference 
of Wallace and Bruce after the Battle— 'Arthur's, Oon, or little Pantheonj a 
Work of the Romans— Leave Falkirk — ^Pafs through the Village of Camclon 
—The ancient Roman (latiou of Camelon — Village of Larbert — ^Dunipace, a 
Plage cientioocd frequently in ScptiQi Hiftory— The Torwood— Wallace V * 
Tree, no Fragment of which remains — Ancient Foreft throughout various 
extf^nfive Diftrids of the North— Diflfant view of Stirling Caftle-— Bannock- 
burn— -£attle of Bannockburn defcribed— A flight Sketch of Scotifh Hi& 
tory, from the Death of Robert de Bruce, till the Imprifonment of Marf 
Stuart, Queen of Scots — Leave Bannockburn — St. Ninian*s-- Approach to 
Stirling) - -• - - - Page 29 

Stirling — ^Edmonftone's Walk— Beautiful and fublime Pirofpefts commanded 
from various Stations pointed out— Vale of Montieth — IaxAlz o* Forth, 8cCi 
— Cambus-Kenneth — ' Aloa — ^Craigforth — Dunblane— >Sherriff-Moor, &c.— 
Battle of Stirliog-bridge — Stirling, as a Burgh — Its Settj^or Conftitution, Po- 
pulation, Manufactures, Trade, Salmon. Fiihery, &c.«— Hiftory of Stirling— 
Chapel-Royal, of Stirling one of the richcft in Scotland— Religious Houfes, 
and Hofpitals of Stirling — Schools, &c. — For the Remainder of what relates 
to Stirlingi fee Additional Notes. Note (B) vol. ii« p. 369, - 75 



Departure from Stirling Weftward. — ^B'ridge of Dript— Enter Perthfhire-^ 
Craigforth— Aufkcrtyrc — Mill of Tor — Mofles of Kincardine and Flanders— 
Mofs-lairds, a Colony from the Grampian Mountains— Concerning the agrx* 
cultural Improvements of thefe Mofies — Blairdrummond — Dodlor Wallace? 
«*Lord Kaimes-^Adelphi Cotton Works^-Down Caftle— ^Village of Down 

9 — -Approacl^ 



CONTENTS. xiii 

-—Approach to the Highlands - Cambus- Wallace — Lannck— Cambus-Morc 
—Sublime afpe£l of tli£ Grampian Region s«— Village of Callander^ the firfl: 
within the Confines of the Highlands of Scotland, - - Page 92 

The Highlands— Keltic-Water— Wooden-Bridge at Brachland, and Moun- 
tain Torrent— Callander—- Schools, &c. — The Roman Camp, as it is called 
— Benledi — ^The Lake, River, and Mountain Scenery of Scotland — Excurfioa 
to the Lakes — Viz. Loch-Venuchar, Loch-Achray, and Loch-Kaitrin— 
Glcn-fin-Glas — Bridge of Turk — Loch-Achray. — ^The Trojbachs as they arc 
called — ^Cori-nan-Urifchih — Loch-Katrin — Brianchoil — Glen-Artney — Doc^ 
tor Archibald Cameron apprehended in this deep recefs — Carried thence to 
Stirling, Edinburgh, London^ and to the Tower as a State Prifoner — ^Tried, 
condemned, and executed at Tyburn, as a Traitor, on the 7th June, 1755.-^ 
Mr.JohnConachar a Clergyman of theScotifh Epifcopal Church, betrayed by 
his owa Servant — Tried, condemned, and banifhed Scotland for Life— Some 
particulars refpe^ing the Murder of Cainpbell of Glenure \ and farther 
DiftreficB which it caufed --particularly in the Trial, Sentence and Execution 
ef Mr. James Stewart of ArdQiieh — The Weft End of Loch-Kaitrin.-^— Coili- 
chrah — -Glengyle— Port-nan-Ellen — Scenery of the Lake — Rob Rojr the 
celebrated Free-hooter's Hut — His behaviour to a Steward of the Duke of 
Montrofe — Chief of the Macgregors, doubtful who— Rob Roy, alias Macgre- 
gor (Son of the famous Rob Roy) apprehended at Gartmore Fair, for the 
forcible Abdu£tion and Marriage of the Heirefs of Edinbelly in May 1751 
—Tried, condemned and hanged for this Crime — Return to the EaftEnd 
of the Lake — Occafional Verfes on the fublime Scenery which here 
prefents — A Faithful few ftill remain, attached, amid thefe Wilds, to the 
almoft extindl Family of Stuart * — Bo-Caftle — Cilraahoog — ^Tomachet 
ig^g^^Waipon-Jbaiving^^XQMT^ioTi from Callander to Lochaird, and the Loch- 
of-Montieth — Botanic Plants, Minerals, &c. in the Vicinity of Callander— 
Concerning the Formation of Mountains — Salubrity of the Air in the Moun-- 
ftainous Regions of Pcrthfliire— Introdu£lion of the Sheep-ftore- Farms in the 
Neighbourhood of Callander f . Filh of the Lakes, and of the- River Tieth<«- 
**The Speech of the Inhabitants of this Diftri£l of the Highlands confifta- 

* See alfo Additional Notes— Note (C) toL ii p. 573. 
t Sec alio Additiooal Notes— Note (£} v6L ii. p. 37J. 



xW . CONTENTS. 

of a bad DialcA of the Gaelic Language— -Some peculiar Cdftomt fpectfied 
«— Beltin-Day, Hallow-e'eni &c* • . - Page loi 

Thb Pass of Lent— Approach to, awful and imprc (live— Wood of Lcny— 
Enter thePafs into the Grampians and Weft Highlands— -Weftern Extremity 
of the Wood— Sterile Wildnefs of the Scene which here prefent* — On pro- 
ceeding, the blue Expanfe of Loch Lubnaig comes in View — In the Diftance 
xhe Hill of Ardchulery, beneath the Brow of which the Hunting^Seat of 
tlie Abyflinian Travellei' Bruce is feen — ^The whole View from the Station 
here pointed out, peculiarly grand, and imprefliire — Arrived at the Weftera 
Shores of the Lake, the Profpe£i feen on looking toward the Eaftem borders 
not lefs fublime than the former — Strathayre^Charaderiflic Appearance of 
the Inhabitants of this Valley— The Braes of Balquhidder— Fewers, ajsd 
Farmer^ of this Tra£t of Country— Edinchip-^Locherin-Head — Stratheria— 
Some Particulars refpeding the Scenery, Hiftorical Occurrences, &c. of the 
Course of the iRiver Erin — ^From Locherin-Head through Glenogle into 
Braidalbane— Glehdochart — Benmoreand Mountainous Region to*^the Weft 
— ChilKngldea of Winter— AflFe£ting Cifcumftance rehitiye to a poor High- 
land Family-^Froceed by tike Banks of the Docharl to Killing - 144 

Sjllin — ^Itill of Stron-Chlachan— Heights of Ftnlairg— and lofty Wilds of Ben- 
Laurs — Review of the Chara£ter of the Modem, contrafted with that of 
the Ancient Highlanders»**ConfliAs of the Clans«-Exemplified in a defperate 
Affair which took place oh the Hill immediately rifing above Eillin between 
the M'Bonells of Keappoch, and Campbells of BraidaIbane-*-Dref$, ArmSt 
Manners, Mufic, Poetry, &c. of the Highlanders, both in Antient and 
Modern Times — The vaft Change for the better in the Condition of the High- ' 
landers (ince the Abolition of Pit and Galhws (hereditary Jurifdidion) in 
the Year 1748. ^ Profound Policy of the late Lord Chatham with regard to 
the Syftem of enlifting the Chieftains and their followers on the Side of Go* 
vernment — Emigration— Th/e Shcep-fyftem the principal Caufe^Rack-rent» 
&c. The Progrcfs of Literature in the Highlands of Scotland— Population 
of the PariOi of Killin— Plan of Agriculture purfued in thefe Diftrias - Pifli 

of Lochtay and neighbouring tributary Watcrs^Natural Hiftory, &c. 

Leaye Killin, - . •• - - 159 

Castlb 



CONTENTS- xir 

CittTLE FiNLAi|LiC-*Eumd diie Family Refidence of Francis MacNabj Efq. 
Chief of tbatNamC'— Inifli-xnhui, tha Family buryiog-place— The Grave of 
Fingal«-Poetical Defcription of the Funeral of that Hero — ^Druidtcal Re- 
oiains oo Ben-Laurs-— Afiis^ation of Northern Antiquities— Some Paflages^ 
iefpe£Uag the Highlands aod the Celts^ from Pinkerton's Inquiry into the 
Hiftory of Scotland— Proceed down the Southern Side of Loch-tay— -*Ap* 
pearaoce— Cultivation on the fiofom of Ben-Laurs^^Com-fields creeping as it 
were to the mid -way Heights—A Proof of the perfevering Induftry of the 
poor Inhabitaotaof thefe elevated Regions— Pity that their PoiTeflions fliould 
ke rack-rented !— The Stretch of Country through which Loch-tay and the 
River Tay run is by far the mod populous Di(tri£l of the Highlands— Source 
ef the Tay— Holy Pool of St. Fillan— Minerals and other natural Produc* 
tions in the Courfe of Loch*tay— Fine FfoTpeds from Sltations pointed out 
on the Shores of the Lake —Villages of Clocbcran and Ardoe^^ig-p-Ap^ 
proach to<Taymouth| the Refidence of the Braidalbane Family^ Pdge zo^ 

KSNMOKB— Defcription of it» Situation— Taymoutlv— View from the Temple 
in the ornamented <?rouAd»— -Loch*uy Cell or Priory of St. Auguftine'^T* 
Earl of Braidalbaae's Manfioni its Library^ CoUedion of Pi&ureSi Scc.*^ 
Pariih of Kenmore— ^Population—Rural Economy— 4Some loofe Hints con«- 
ceming an improved Syftem«of Stove*Favms-*Queftion8 refpeSing the fame- 
•^Under proper Management, breeding of Swine might turn out to good 
Account in the Highlands of Scotland— Loch-tay, its Length, Breadth,. 
Depth, Fifh, &c. Remarkable Phenomena with refpeA to its ebbing and 
flowing at diflerent Periods—Concerning the Natural Hiftory of its imaie-' 
dis^ Vicinity— Leave Taymoiith^ at\d j^rocfsed down the Bank of the River,. 

STitATH-TAY. — Opening^ into Glenlion—Eitenfive Sheep-walks— Fortingal— 
Roman Antiquities— DanifhWatch-Towers--«Manner8, Cuftoms, &c. of the 
former and prefent Inhabitants of the Parifb of Fortingal— Gian MacGregor 
inhabited of o)d throughout Glenlioo, Ranoch, and Parts adjacent*— Caftle 
Menzic, Abcrfeldie, Weem, Tay- bridge, Parifli of Wccm, lies ftrangelf 
intermixed with the neighbouring Pari{he8«-i>Circumftances unfavourable to^ 
Agriculture, paiticplarly (hort Lcafes—Logierait— Regality Court of Atholc 

—Deep. 



xvl . CONTENTS. 

«^Deep Policy in feudal Times exemplified in a traditional Occarrence re* 
fpeding the Earls of Athol, and Braidalbane, and Keappoch — Scenery about 
Loglcrait is highly pi£lurcfque — Banks of the Tummcl— Fafcaily— ThcCon- 
Hux of the Tummel and Garry — ^The Pafs of Killicrankie — Battle of Killi- 
crankie— ^Pitcairh's Epit^iph on Lord Dundee, who fell in that memorable 
Confli£t-->Farifli of Moulin— is pretty populous at pjefent«-fome (latiftical 
Matters relative to this Diftrifi— Dr. Adam Ferguffon, a Native of this Pa- 
rifh— Clan Donachie, or Robertfons of Struan (of whom the late Principal 
Robcrtfon the Hiftorian was defcended •)— a Branch of the McDonalds moft 
confiderablc Inhabitants^ formerly of this Part of Pcrthfliirc— Struan Robertfon 
the Poet, - - . - Page 232 

Biair-Athol and Struan. — Blair-Caftle— The fumptuous Entertainment of 
James V. and*his Suite by the Earl of Athoi— Statiftical Matters relative to 
•the united PariOies of Blair- Athol and Struan — ^Charadler of the Highlanders 
for Hofpitality, by no Means peculiar to that Race of People — Superftitioa 
of the Highlanders, and lingular Obfervances that ftill remain in fome Mea- 
fure at this Day — ^The Fall of the Tummel^-Maflacre of fome Macgregors^ 
who had hid themfelves near this Spot in a fecret Cave '-^Bridge over the 
<7arry— Fincaille-^Dun Alifter, or Mons Alexander, the Family Manfion of 
Struan — LochRannoch — Village of Kinlock-Rannach— Grand Scenery in its 
immediate Vicinity — Shee-Chailon-.-Bridge of Tummel^Loch-Tummel— - 
Apen-of -Dull - CafUe-garbh— Co(hiviIle — Wade's -bridge —Aberfeldie — 
4:hence down the right Bank of the Tay— Approach to Dunkeld— Village of 
Dowally, '&c« • • . 

DuNKELD.^Rural Economy in the Biflioprick and Neighbourhood of Dun* 
keld— Natural Hiftory — ^Pi£lurefque Beauties of the Brahan — ^OflianVhall^— 
Catarafi, or Fall of the Brahan<*-Rumbling-Brig-»Infcriptions,&c.-*Retum 
>to Inver — Banks of the Tay— Afcend the Pathways on the North-bank of 
the River to Stations commanding extenGve Profpeds, panicularly to that 
called " The King* sSeaf^ — Defcription of thefe vaft and highly pi£lurefque 
Views— Hiftorical Sketch of the ancient See of Dunkeld-* Modern State of 
the Town and Environs of Dunkeld, Inver, and Little Dunkeld— Leave the 

• Vide Stewart's Life of Rjobertfooi juft publiibed. 

Highlands 



i 



\ 



CONTEIJTS. xvii 

Highlandft->MurthIy Caftle«-*Exten(ive Opening infb the Stoimont and 
Strathmore, * - • - Page 269 

Strathmore, (or Great Strath, plain or level Diftrift,), extending from Stir- 
ling to Stonhive, a Stretch of Country fixty Miles in Length ; many Parts 
of which are in a State of the higheft Cultivation — Antiquities Roman and 
Britifli— Relicks of religious Houfes^ &c. - - 296 

BiRNAM Wood, hardly a Veftige of its former woody Honours vifiblc— ^.This 
Tra£l of Country now in a State of rapid Improvement— Excellent Road 
through this ancient Foreft to Perth— River Tay— Fall of the Tay, or Linn 
of Campfie — Lees o* Luncarty — Danifli Antiquities— Scone — Palace— Ab- 
bey— Great Want of ornamental Improvement, of which this charming 

Spot is fufccptible in no common Stile— The ancient Bertha— Antiquities 

Cromwell-Park — Stormont field — ^Pitcairn- Green — all in a thriving Con- 
dition with refpedl to various Branches of Labour and Induftry— The River 
Almond -Glen- Almond— Sublime and Pifturcfque Scenery of that Diftrifk 
—Approach to Perth, - - . ^^^ 



« Perth — Its fine Situation on the South Bank of the Tay— Labour and In- 

if duftry every where difcernable around Perth— A flight Outline of the Rife 

and Progrcfs of its Trade and Commerce— of its early Hiftory from the 
Time of the Romans, down to the eighteenth Century, including many Par- 
ticulars concerning Civil and Ecclefiaftical Affairs, Religious Eftablifliments 
previous to the Reforniation— National Councils— Military Tranfaftlons in 

and about that ancient City, once the Capital of North-Britain " The 

Gowrie Con/piracie'^ as it is called— Dcfcription of James VI/s Perfon— Some 
Account of the Earl of Gowrie's Accomplifliments, and Popularity— The 
myfterious Affair refpeding his Murder, and that of his Brother Alexander 
Ruthven, plainly ftated— Affaflination of James L in the Convent of Black- 
friars, near Perth, A. D. 1437 --Error correaed refpeding a remarkable In- 
undation mentioned by Boecc, Fordun, and Buchanan— Several Inundations 
mentioned, which did great Mifchief to Perth— Bridge of Perth— Salmon- 
fiQiery— Improvements in Agriculture in the immediate Neighbourhood of 
that City Natural Hiflory of the Hills near Perth— Dcfcription of fome 
remarkable Places around it— A Sail down the Tay recommended to fee its 

b Beauties 



XT4U 



CONTENTS. 



Beauties to proper Advantage i and again, to enjoy more wide and eitended 
ProfpeAs, to afcend the Summit of More-dun-hill— Sublime, beautiful, and 
pi£lurefque Scenes from thence defcried in almofl; every Diref^ion-^Excur- 
Coos in the near Vicinity of Perth pointed out ^— To the Banks of the Al* 
mond—Lednoch— Traditional Story concerning Bessy Bell and Mary Gray, 
two celebrated Beauties of the feventeenth Century— -Hunting Tower or Ruth« 
ven Caftle— Traditional Circumftances refpe£ling a Place in the Caftle called 
«* The Maiden* s 2>tf/>"— Hiftorical Event, called « The Raid of RgUhven}' 
which happened in the Minority of James VI.-— Bleach-fields— Print-fields^ 
Machinery, &c. in thie Neighbourhood of Ruthven Caftle «- Canal of Oal« 
houGe— or L^s-wgrk^^Venh^ an eminent Nurfery of Iiearning— Schools 
and Academy — Antiquarian Society — Libraries, &c. Thefe elegant and 
ufeful Purfuits, of Knowledge and rational Recreation, highly cbara£leriftic 
of the poUflied Manncts and Society of Pcrth-i- A Trait of the ancient In^a* 
bitants of that City, in contraft with thofe of the prefent Day, refpe£ijng 
Dranutic Performances, in Proof of the Juflice of thefe ObfervaitoAS«-Po- 
pulation of Perth, though its Situation be low, yet the Inhabitants are re- 
markably healthy— Alunicipal Conllitution of Perth, &c. - Page 3o(f 



D£PARTURE from Perth to Edinburgh by one of two Ways— that leading df- 
re&ly thither by Kinrofs and the Queen's Ferry— or by Dundee, St. Att« 
drew's, and along the Eaft Coaft of Fife, to Kinghorn— thence cro(s Frith 
of Forth to Leith and the Capital— Journey by Dundee through the Carfe 
of Gowrie— Village of Bridge-End— Fine View of Perth, and diftant Pro. 
fpe£i of the Grampians from a Station fpecified— ^Opening into the fertile 
Plains of Gowrie, the Granary of the North-i*Beauties of this rich and 
highly-cultivated level Diftrid, poflciCngall the charadleridic Features of /^/ 
Lowlands of Scotland^ properly fo called— -Elcho Caftle and Convent — Errol— 
Caftle Lion— Kinnaird Caftle, &c — Abbey of Lindores— Balmerino-Abbey 
—Conflux of the Tay and Erin — Roflie, Longforgan, Milnfield, Village of 
Invcrgowrie, Approach to the Town of Dundee^ - - 372 

DuHDBB— chief Town of the County of Angus— confidcrable home and fo- 
reign Trade of the Port of Dundee — commercial and enterprifing Spirit of 
the Inhabitants of that Town — its Manufactures, Exports, and Imports-^* 
Since the Revolution, and particularly fince the Union of South and North 

2 4 Britain, 



^1 

V 



:« 












^onfequen 



I' ^l9ia4l||SS'Eai.Jee--Mam.„iaiidD;rpoCiIoi.s of 
■&I®1(^*S'W^ •of Dundee pnd its immediate Virinity 



'it'<t'£>tt'l!! St. Andrew's, 



^ iJ H |l^i|'''||''#ilS^">"~AS"culture— Natural Hiaory 

fajllSjilInU llill^^lf tlie Frith of Tay at Dundee— Crofi the 
&— *SI| 241 '0^115^ Sl.crwcf tUTaj— Le.id^ere Caaic 

•'Sim " ■* w-M" 

nil in former 

af Lcarniag, 

aical Hiftory 

of tLc Dig- 

):.gingt^thh 

ible Refcrfe of/rT"ortiiiie in the Cafe of 

lation of Cardmal Beatoun — The cruel 

t\ stT^Iclbifliop Shsip— Some Circuuiflanccs con- 

'u^^:|!ief of hi» Mcrderir: -On the Dcuh cf 

gV^f^^^^tigcd North of the Tweed j and Arthur 

iC^ ^^^;^ of the eighteenth Century, was the Ia(t 

:-i»fijii«i*l9»^: *' r - = 394 




E formerly unknown in this 









II •■' tifiiW'U- 




( M» ) 



LIST OF THE PLATES 



OF 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 



XxUINS of Linlithgov Palace^ from the £aft| fronting 
Ruins of Linlithgow Palace, from the Weft 
Stirlmgy from the South - • - 

Stirling-Caftle, and Vale of Monteith 
The Windings of the Forth 

Down-Caftle, Craigforthi and Stirling in the Diftance 
Benledi • . - • 

Loch-yana«choir • • • « 

Loch-achray - « 

. G)ri*nan-Urifchin . • #• 

Loch-Kaitrin, Eaft End - ? * 

Loch-Eaitrin, Weft End -> «i • 

Hill of Binian, from the Lake 

Loch-Lubnaig, Eaft End « • « 

Loch-Lubnaigi Weft End « • - 

Locherin^head - . - • 

Loch-Tay^ from Killin 

Loch-Tay, looking toward Killin . - - • 

Taymouth - - • 

Pafs of Killicrankie - • - 

Kinloch*Rannoch - - - - 

Fall of the Brahan , . - - 

The Rumbling^brig over the Brahan 

The Windings of the Tay, looking toward the Mountains of Athol 
View from the Heights of Dunkcld 
Perth, and diftant View of the Grampians 
View in the Carfc of Gowric - • " 



i8 

75 
16 

77 

99 
105 

106 

ib. 
X09 
xio 

121 

129 
146 

147 

159 
aio 

214 

246 

266 

272 

274 

275 

279 

37* 
374 



THE 



i"^ 



« • * 



t » 

• k 

r r 



J 11 






r 

4 • 



' I 



r* 



■I 

J 



( 



• •• % 

xxm 



) 



THE Author's great 4iftaac« fipro Lotwlpl* fiw^fited ftis 
Tcvifirfg and -correfting the iheets aj they were printed off: 
he trufts^ therefore, that the reader will haye the ^oQ4ne(^ to 
make with his pen the aherations which are poi^t^^ put in ^e 
jfoUowing 
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JOURNEY, &c 



v/n his departure from Edinburgh to Stirling, and the various 
diftrids through which the traveller paffes in the journey de- 
fcribed in the following fheets, let him proceed weft ward by 
Princes Street ; on entering which, a far extended row of 
houfes, pretty uniformly arranged, leads the eye in linear per- 
fpedive ; and, as a contraft on the left, the old town feems 
fantaftically piled on the fteep afcent that abruptly terminates 
in the rock on which Edinburgh caftle appears. As we ad- 
vance, the huge mafs of this rock, from top to bottom, is feen 
impending in fulien grandeur over what once contained an 
unhealthy pool, called the North-loch j on the weft bank of 
which ftands St. Cuthbert's church furrounded by tomb-ftones ; 
the lengthening fliadow, and deepening gloom of which, when 
feen at fun-fet, is in fine harmony with the caftle, refledling 

B vividly 



a St. CUTHBERT'i ; o&^ THE WEST KIRK. 

▼ividly the catching gleams,— -while, at the fame time, the laffi 
beams of clofing day tremble on the utmoft verge of the glow-- 
ing diftance. 

St. Cuthbert's, or the Weft Kirk, as it is commonly named, is^ 
a heavy, inelegant building. The former church, on the fite of 
which the prefent edifice was eredled about twenty years ago^ 
is faid to have been of considerable antiquity. " In the charter 
** of foundation of the monaftery of Holyroodhoufe, there is 
•* mention of donations made to the church of St* Cuthbert by 
•* the ufurper Macbeth*." The author here quoted feems, how- 
ever, inadvertently to have fallen into error : for Macbeth, oa 
the murder of Duncan, fcized the Scotti(h crown in A- D. 1052-^ 
and was (lain in the 1 7th year of his reign ; on which Malcolm. 
Canmore afcended the throne A. D. 1 069 : no w^ it fo happened^ 
that the Canons Regular of St. Auguftine " were firft brought 
to Scotland by Atelwolphus, Prior of St. Ofwald of Noftel in 
Yorkfliire, and afterwards Biftiop of Carlifle ; who eftablifhed 
•* them at Scone in the year 1 1 14, at the defire of King Alex* 
** ander I f ." The monks of St. Auguftine had no lefs than 
twenty-eight monafteries in Scotland, one of which is Holy- 
roodhoufe, the fame whofe charter of foundation Arnot alludet 
to in his fuppofition that Macbeth the ufurper is the perfon 
defigned in the faid charter : But this monaftery was built by 
David I. in the year 11 28, and dedicated to the Holy Crofs.. 
The Canons were brought from St. Andrew's J." Confequently,, 
the ufurper cannot be the Macbeth mentioned in the charter of 
foundation of Holyroodhoufe. It is more probable, therefore^ 
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EDINBURGH CASTLE- s 

"that Macbeth, Bifhop of Rofs, who is witnefs to King David*s 
<:harter to the Abbey of Dunfermline, and " who brought 
^* thither (fays Spottifwood) thirteen monks from Canterbury 
^* in the year 1124*,'' ^^ ^^^ Macbeth whom Arnot miftakes 
for the ufurper. 

With the exception of St. Giles's, or Edinburgh, the parifli 
of St. Cuthbert is the moft populous of any in Scotland. Ac- 
cording to the ftatiftical account of this parifh, it contains thirty- 
two thoufand nine hundred and forty-fevcn inhabitants ; many 
of whom are opulent ; and feveral are proprietors of extend ve 
demefnes ; the aggregate rent of which is cftiroated at 21,500 A 

fterling. 

As materials for building houfes and paving ftrcets abound in 
this diftria, it has been greatly conducive to the executing with 
eafe and rapidity, what othcrwife would have been impradicablc, 
the newly extended dimenfions of Edinburgh, particularly oa 
the north fide of the city ; which, within the fliort period of 
thirty years, has added elegance and beauty to the metropolis of 
the northern feftion of our ifland. 

On turning round, in order to view the profped whence we 
have proceeded in reverfe, the Cattle is the leading objed in the 
fore-ground. Before the mound, whofe heavy and formal ap- 
pearance diftorts the pidure, was raifed, the North-bridge con- 
ftituted an interefting feature in the landfcape before us. The 
fimilitude it bore to a Roman aquedud was ftriking, and had a 
fine efFed : the dome of the Regifter-oflBce too ; the tower-like 
appearance of the tomb of Hume, our hiftorian j the ancient 

• Appendix to Hope** Mln, Praa.p, 419. 436, 

B 2 afpeft 



4 LOTHIAN ROAD. 

afpcdl of the College church ; the heights of Calton, Salifbury 
Craigs, and Arthur's Seat, together with the lofty mafles of the 
old town, irregular, and but dimly difcerned through fmoke on 
the right j and on the left, the clean, elegant, lengthening and 
fpreading new town ; and, more than all, St. Cuthbert's church, 
over which impending, gloomy and wild, feated on its dark 
ciifTy fteep, the Caftle frowns, adding folemn dignity to this 
uncommon fcene. 

As we proceed on our journey, we arrive at a fpacious open-* 
ing on the left, called the Lothian- road. This road had been 
the fubjedt of much fpeculation long before h was made. At 
lall, however, a gentleman undertook, for an inconfiderable 
wager, to make this piece of road, about a quarter of a mile in 
length, and in many parts twenty paces in breadth, fo far paflable 
with one day^s labour, as that he might drive over it in fafety 
with his carriage ; which, to the furprife of all who had heard 
of, or witnefled this whimfical undertaking, he accomplifhed ; 
and thus gained his bet. The difficulties to be furmounted in 
this arduous attempt, were various and intricate. The line of 
road was almoft ftraight, and lay through fields, orchards, gar- 
dens, and a multiplicity of fmall houfes. Left any one, therefore, 
whofe property in this diredion might fufFer ^injury when re- 
moving obftrudions, fhould take the alarm, and make application 
for legal means, which would at leaft retard, if not prevent fuch 
unufual and fummary procedure, it was neceflary to be fecret and 
expeditious. Accordingly, matters were concerted with addrefs, 
and executed with promptitude. It happened to be winter, when 
the labouring poor, in general, are out of employ, and a day's 
work now and then is all they have to depend on for a pre- 

6 carious. 



SINGULAR WAGIR. 5 

carious and fcanty fubfiftence ; of courfe, a fufEcient number of 
hands were eafily procured, and at no great expence. Many- 
hundreds appeared on the ground at fun-rife on this eventful 
day — a day of much mirth to fomc ; while others had caufe 
fufficient to lament the ravages of a very few hours. Parties 
filed off to various occupations : Some to demolilh houfes ; 
others to pull down dikes : — Some to root up hedges ; others 
to cut down trees : in fhort, this ruthlefs band continued their 
depredations with unwearied affiduity ; and before the fall of 
night, they had accomplifhed their bufinefs of deftrudion, as 
was then the opinion of fome perfons ; — but it evidently appears 
now to have been produftive of public utility. 

Among the many fcenes of temporary diftrefs which this un- 
expeded invafion occafioned, that experienced by a fimple old 
woman isfuppofed to have been one of the moft ludicrous'inci- 
dents of the day. Long before day-light, the good, eafy foul had 
milked her cows, (for, being a milk-woman, fuch was her ufual 
occupation) — her pipe fmoked, and tea taken — (the effence of 
this precious herb being the chief luxury of the poor) — all things 
were in readinefs for her departure to ferve her cuftomers ; but, 
recolleding that a few friends were to eat fome Jheef s-bead-^ 
broth with her at*mid-day, flic, with great compofure, prepared 
the kaiUpot^ put in the accuftomed ingredients, and left it on 
the fire, fo that it might fimmer undifturbed till flie fliould, 
on her return, cook it leifurely to her fatisfadion. Judge 
of her furprife and difappointment, however ; on her return, 
neither pot, nor fire, neither houfe, byre^ nor cows, were in the 
places where flie had left them ! for all had fufiered a material 
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6 WATER OF LEITH. 

and radical change, having been fwept away in the geners^ 
wreck ! 

We. turn now to the right, and, proceeding through the turn- 
pike, take the road to the left, ftraight on, till we fall in with the 
great road that leads to Stirling, by Linlithgow and Falkirk. 

The firft objeft worthy of attention is a bridge thrown over 
the Water of Leith, called the Colt-bridge. On each fide of this 
fpot very pleafing views are already compofed ; and with flen^ 
der additions, which are at hand, interefling fubjeds for the 
pencil might be (ketched. 

This river, the moft confiderable ftream in the immediate 
vicinity of the metropolis, has its origin in the Pentland hills ; 
which, as we proceed, are feen on the left, ftretching far to the 
weftward. The flour, barley, corn, paper, and other mills oa 
the Water of Leith are very numerous ; but, it is highly to be re- 
gretted,that this once pelucid ftream is now fo much contaminated 
by what runs into it from vile diftilleries, and other loathfomc 
matter from the tan-works, &c. that, though it formerly was 
the haunt of the fined trout in Scotland, it has almofl be* 
come barren of fifh, is unhealthful to drink, and nearly ufe- 
lefs for culinary purpofes. — This is a public grievance, and ought 
ftridly to be inquired into ; for, is there any thing fo eflential to 
our comforts and exiftence as water, pure as it ilTues from its 
uncontaminated fources ? 

Nearly oppofite to the bridge, a little to the right, is Murray- 
field. At the fecond mile flone, pleafantly fituated on the 
ihoulder (facing the fouth) of Corftorphin-hill, is the villa of 
Belle-mont. As wc advance, two or three more fuch retreats 

are 
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are feen judicioufly iicuated^ and appear to be in a chafter ftile 
of architefture than thofe of Belle-mont *. 

A little way beyond the fecond mile flone^ as we afcend a 
gentle eminence, on looking towards Edinburgh, we command 
a ftriking profpeil of that city and its environs. The town 
feems as emerging from a wood, to rife in mid-air, and make 
part of the craggy rudenefs of Arthur's Seat and its cliffs. The 
hills to the right, the principal among which is Craig-Lockhart, 
form fide-wings admirably adapted to the grandeur of the fcene. 
The middle ground is filled up with modern villas, and a few 
old manfions, that catch with peculiar effect fuch floating-lights 
as occafionally illumine and add grandeur in a breadth of light 
and (hade to this interefting profpe^fl. 

Among the ancient buildings which are difcemible from this 
fpot, White-houfe and Merchifton-houfe are the mod confpicu* 
ous. The latter of thefe venerable relicks of former times is 
worthy of notice, as having been the chief refidence of Napier, 
•* the famous inventor of the Logarithms, the perfon to whom 
" the title of great man is more juftly due, (fays Hume,) than 
" any other whom his country ever produced f ." Napier, like 
die great Newton, was endowed with the brighteft ornament 
of genius and learning, — modefly : and he knew, like him, how 
to appreciate the talents of others, with all the candour which a 
magnanimous mind is capable of feeling. This was exemplified 

* In the year I745> when the Duke of Cumberland^ in his route northward to quell the 
commotions which exifted at that period in Scotland, remarked, in pafliRgy that Belles 
mont was the handfomeft villa he had met with north of the Tweed :-— a proof, how 
k>w a degree of architciflural tade prevailed at that period in Scotland » 

f Hume's Hift. vol. vii. p. 35. Svo edit- 1775. 
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8 NAPIER, LORD MERCHISTON. 

in the hofpitable reception he gave to the Geometer of Grefham 
College, Henry Briggs, who, it is faid, addrefled him on their firft 
meeting in the following words : " My Lord, I have undertaken 
this long journey purpofely to fee your perfon, and to know 
by what engine of wit or ingenuity you came firft to think of 
** this moft excellent help unto aftronomy, viz. the Logarythms: 
but, my Lord, being by you found out, I wonder nobody elfe 
found it out before, when now being known it appears fo 
eafy/' It is a matter of doubt among the learned, whether the 
venerable Profeffor of Grefiiam College himfelf had not fome 
pretenfions to the difcovery of the geometrical feries known by 
the name of Logarythms *. By his letter to archbifhop Ufher, 
dated loth March 1 6 15, it fhould feem, however, that he rather 
applied himfelf to the ftudy and improvement of themj his 
words being, " Napier Lord Markiilfton hath fet my head and 
*' hands at work with his new and admirable logarythms. I 
" hope to fee him next fummer, if it pleafe God ; for I never 
^^ faw a book which pleafed me better, and made me more won- 
" der." 

A few miles to the weft of Merchifton, the Skenes, (father 
and fon,) and Craig the feudalift, cotemporaries of Baron 
Napier, had their paternal inheritance; as alfo, the venerable 
and accomplifhed antiquarian, the late Sir James Foulis of Gol- 
lington. 

As we purfue our journey, we can diftinftly trace the wind* 
ings of the river left but a little way behind, on the plea- 
fant banjcs of which fo many celebrated men were wont to 

* Sec Hutton's Hiftory of LogarythmSf p. 37* 
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retire to the fwcets of folitude and domeftic enjoyment, or to 
rural occupations. Dalmahoy and Hatton, the feats of gloomy 
Morton and the intriguing Lauderdale, are within view j as are 
alfo Ormifton Hill, recently the property of Cullcn, the vene- 
rable father of our medical fchool j and the farms but lately 
cultivated by Fergufon, our amiable and accomplifhed profeflbr 
of ethics, the fcicnce of the human mind, which he, with fo 
much dignified fimpltcity and unaffected, impreflive, and per^ 
fuafive eloquence, taught in our uuiverfity. Here he fpends the 
evening of his life in peaceful retirement on the banks of the 
Tweed ; being fucceeded in his chair by one, no lefs fitted to 
fulfil the important dutiea in fo efTential a department of 
icience as the elements of politics and ethics, and the more 
abflra^ branches of moral philofophy *• 

Somewhat beyond the third mile^flone, appears the village of 
CorJiorfibiMe. The church, which is in very tolerable prefervation, 
k CDC of the oldefl extant ; it was ereded into a collegiate ef- 
tablifhrnent fo early as the year 1429, by Sir John Forefter, 
Lord High Chancdior of Scotland, whofc memory is preferved 
on a monumental record in the church f . 

• The piofeffor alluded to is Mr. Dugrald Stewart^ under whom the writer of thefe 
pages Hudied the philofophy of the human mind. 

f See Hope's Min. PraA. Appen. p. 520. —The remains of Cullcn lie in the Church - 
yard of Kirknewton, the parifh in which his eftate lay.— Vide vol. 9. Stat. Ace. His 
univerOd genius led him to the kindred ihidy of Medicine^ Agriculture: << In the year 
" 1758' (f*y» t^c author of the Stat. Ace.) the DoAor (Cullcn), after finifliing his 
" courfe of chemiftry, delivered to a number of his particular friends and favourites nine 
'* le6^ure< on the fabjed^ of agricukuce* In thefe few ledlures he, for tjje firft time, 
" laid open the true principles concerting the nature of foils, and the operations of ma- 
•* nure."— See Stat. Ace. vol. 9. p. 416. 

C About 
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About a quarter of a mile further on, the road takes a fuddeo 
turn to the right ; and again, nearly at right angles, to the left ;. 
when it proceeds ftraight forward in the direction of N. W. 
The line from which the firft turn is made, is the new line of 
road by Bathgate to Glafgow ; in all refpedts preferable to the 
old one, which leads by Livingfton, Whiteburn, &c. 

On gaining the height, a little beyond the fourth mile-ftone, a 
neat box is feen to the right, very pleafantly fituated, and com- 
manding an extenfive profpcd, particularly to the north and 
north-weft. The name of the farm on which this houfe ftands . 
is Eajicratgs. — Still afcending, the horizon becomes more ample 
and interefting at every ftep. As we approach the fifth mile- 
ftone, the fertile plains of Weft-Lotbian open to the kft : they 
are bounded on the fouth by the Pentland hills, whofe verdure 
appears deepened into ruiTet and purple, foftened by gradations 
into various tints of azure ; till, in the diftance, remote objects 
vanifli in aerial perfpeSive, or melt into the Iky, where clouds^ 
ever-varying, enrich and harmonize the whole. Turning now 
to the right, the diftant profped is fuWime. Here we firft 
difcern the Grampians. Ben-ledi, whofe top feems to reach the 
heavens, is the chief obje6t difcoverable. It is, however, but an 
rnconfiderable link in the grand chain of mountains, beyond 
which the Caledonians retired to their faftnefles ; where the Ro- 
man eagle, appalled, ftopped fhort and paufed, but ventured 
not in purfuit of its prey ; while, unfubdued and fecure, and 
prefering liberty to fplendid flavery, the hardy inhabitants 
embraced poverty and independence, far remote, amid the wilds, 
and folitudes of defolated Albion* 

.? The: 
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The Ochil hills, which meet the Grampians beyond Stirling 
Caftle, form a bold feature as they ftretch along the north fide 
of the Frith of Forth ; a glimpfe of which is caught as the eye 
furveys the more diftant objefts. The fmall illands of Inch- 
Garvey and Inch-Colm, with others ftill fmaller, are feen to 
confiderable advantage, when a ftream of light happens to take 
the direftion of the coaft. While the diftance is foftened in 
aerial tints, and the fore-ground deepened into (hade, even a 
profpe<fl of this magnitude becomes interefting to the lover of 
land/cape ; but to»one who fees not with the painter's enthufi- 
afm, and praftifed eye, in vain does Nature difplay her enchant- 
ing hues and finefl forms ; he feels not the emotions which 
thefe are calculated to call forth ; they neither allure nor afford 
fatisfadion. 

On Inch' Calm are to be diftindly feen, at this diflance, the 
ruins of a monaftery founded by Alexander I. about the middle 
of the twelfth century, in grateful remembrance of his having 
efcaped the perils of fliipwreck. Here, it is faid, the Scottifh mo- 
narch, while tempeft-bound for three days^ experienced the kind 
attention of a hermit who miniftered in the chapel of this infu-^ 
lated folitude ; but, as might be expeifted, the hermit's bill of 
fare was but indifferently fuited to a royal palate, even in thofe 
rude times ; a fcanty fupply of fhell-fifh, and the milk oione cow^ 
being all that this holy man was able to procure for the enter- 
tainment of his guefl*. If this flory be credible, it will readily ^ 
occur, that in cafe any of the king's fuite had the good fortune 
to be faved on this ifland, the hermit mufl have been fadly put 

* H. fioece (Boctbius), lib* xii. p. 263. 
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to a nonplus how to fupply their wants ; perhaps they gathered 
crabs, oyfters, and other fhell-fifh, while he milked his cow, 
and dreffed cockles. Be this as it might, the king, fenfible of 
the fpecial interference of Providence in his prefervation, vowed 
to perpetuate the event, by founding the monaftery of St, Au- 
guftine above mentioned, and dedicating it to St. Colomba* 2^ 
a free-will offering for his fuppofed interpofition on this critical 
occafion. 

On the near ground, on cither hand, and indeed in every 
direction, farm-houfes and gentlemen's feats appear profufely 
fcattered, many of which feem fnugly fheltered amid inclofures 
and pleafure-grounds ; while others appear expofed to the in^ 
clemencies of the weather. 

The agricultural improvements efFeified in this diftrift within 
thefe few years are truly in a fuperior ftile. Land, that not ten 
years ago was fcarcely worth twenty (hillings the acre, is now 
hardly to be gAt for fifty ihillings. The high crooked ridges 
have vaniflied ; a plough with four horfes is not to be met with ; 
quagmires are rarely to be fcen ; whins have difappeared j and 
the ad: of parliament is become obfolete wherein broom is en- 
aded to be fown at dated periodsf . The rural economy is 
entirely changed, and changed in all refpeds for the better* 
The tenant vies in the comforts, nay, in the luxuries of life, 
with the land-holder j and, were the farmers lefs ambitious of 

* ** Qui> fervkio fanAi Colombae deditus, ad quandam mibl capellulam tcnui \\€tuy 
ntpote la^e unius voces ^ conchis ac pifclculu marinis conientatus^ fedule fe dedit : de quibut 
«< cibariis Rex, cum fuis, tribus diebus vcnto coinpellentc> reiicitur.*' Vide Hopc'» 
Min. Prad, p 415. 

f See Rcgriam Majeftatenu 
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Ae mefe exteriors of good-living, it is poffibfe that the favingt 
of a leafe might go far towards purchaiing the farm which their 
knowledge and indilftry have rendered valuable by improved 
modes of cultivation. Befide the want of due regard to econo- 
my in the articles of living, two very material obftacles prefcnt 
themfelves to the farmer in the vicinity of a city fuch as Edin- 
burgh ; namely, the mooTo^hnd cultivator j and the city fpecu- 
kton The latter, dreaming of the pleafures of a country life, 
longs to commence agricukurift, and applies his capital, qr a 
great part of it, to flocking a farm, fnug and commodious, whither 
he may retire, occafionally, from the buftle and noife of a towD 
life* The former, that is, the moorland farmer, weary of a 
precarious, and at beft an unprofitable toil ia upland diflrids^. 
(where the labours of the year frequently prove abortive, by 
means of the fudden and unfavourable changes of the feafons^ 
the fodder being rendered almofl unfit for any purpofe but the 
dung-hill, and the corn not only defeftive, but alfo the fcanty 
produce hardly eatable by man or beafl) fees with an eye of 
envy and difcontent, as he goes forth to his labour, (for the 
moorland farmer puts his hand to every kind of work,) the 
farmer of the lowland diftridls balking in the fun-fhine of pro- 
fperity in all his undertakings. Feeling, in confcquence, . an 
irrefiftible defire to change his fituation, for what he deems, and 
he is certainly right, a lefs toilfome and a more certain mode 
of fecuring the benefits of his talents and induflry, he hefitatcs 
not, when the expiration of a leafe approaches, to mdikejecret 
offers for his more opulent neighbour's farm. Thus, the thriv- 
ing tenant, who thought himfelf fecure in the rewards of his 
care and attention in cultivating to the utmoft what prejudice 

and 
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ind habit have rw> fmall fhare in rendering dear to him» finds 
to his inexpreffible anguifh, his farm given to another ! while 
the infidious fmiles of ^ifaSlor^ v^rhofe rapacity is exceflive, de- 
lude him into hope till the very laft moment, and the firft 
notice that awakens him from his fecurity is a legal warning of 
removal. It happens too, not unfrequently, that this precious 
ySr^^r contrives, by means infcrutable to all but fuch accompliflied 
fpeculators, to get farms into his own hand ; and jobs on at a 
great rate; till, perhaps, at length, the property becomes his 
own ! — In this there is furely fomething radically wrong, other- 
wife this evil could be checked in the bud. 

In defcending, we traverfe the plain which appeared in front, 
and fall in with Gogar-burn^ a fmall rivulet tributary to the ^Z- 
mond^ over which we pafs on a handfome bridge built of free 
ftone, and enter the Jhire of LJnUtbgow. Being now on claffic 
ground, an hiftorical incident may be noticed, as we furvey the 
level fields through which the river fweeps in ample windings. 

When Edward I. in 1298 invaded Scotland, in advancing 
to Falkirk, where he had to encounter Wallace in battle, it 
was near this fpot that he commanded his troops to halt, and 
pitch their tents. A liberal portion of wine was immediately 
ordered to be diftributed throughout the camp. This, however, 
had by no means the efFedl intended : on the contrary, no fooner 
had the fumes of the wine afFedted the brains of the hot-headed 
Welchmen, than a quarrel arofe between them and the EngUfli. 
The Welch, only recently fubdued by Edward, feemed but luke- 
warm in an expedition planned for the avowed purpofes of fub- 
jugating a high-minded, independent people, like themfelves. 

Whether 
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Whether the Englifli obferved this difpofition in their Welch 
auxiliaries, and loaded them, in confequence, i^ith reproach, is 
not afcertained : but mutual hatred produced a bloody conteft, 
. in which many fell on both fides ; and not a few of the Englifh 
eccleiiaftics, perhaps endeavouring to appeafe the wrath of the 
combatants, fufFered in the combat. 

Although this event was followed by the Welch troops with- 
drawing themfelves from the main body of the army j yet, ia 
the fubfequent battle at Falkirk, the Englifli were triumphant. 
But this blow, fo feverely felt by the Scottifli patriots, fubdued 
not that fpirit of independence which finally prevailed i and 
which fo nobly manifelled itielf on the day when Bruce led 
on the heroes of Bannockburn, and fnatched the palm of vi£torj 
from the mercilefs invader. For his having thus aflerted the 
rights of an imperial crown, a generous and free-born people 
beftowed it on him ; and he juftly merited the boon, as the 
reward of his fufierings, prudence, and courage* 

As we aproach Kirklifton^ its appearance is but mean; on 
pafling a fmall ftream to the weft, however, the fcene improves. 
The ground on which it ftands being elevated, it is feen to ad- 
vantage ; and on the whole, as it pofTefTes the chara<fieriftics of 
an ancient Scottifli village, it merits the attention of a traveller 
who delights in the pifturefque. 

The parifli of Kirklifton is but fmall in its dimenfions ;. being 
little more than five miles in length, by three in breadth. It 
contains about fifteen hundred inhabitants, whofe purfuits are 
chiefly thofe depending on agriculture. The foil is remarkably 
fuited to fuch purpofes } yielding rich and abundant crops of 

every 






tt 



NIDDERY XA^TLE. 



every kind hitherto tried ; more pat ticulatly green orops^ fuch 
as turnips cabbage, 8ic.* 

A ftone, called the Catjiane^ bearing an iofcriptioa t> meafur- 
Ing nearly three feet in diameter, by four and a half feet in 
height, of an irregular prifmatic form, is to be met with here, 
and is fuppofcd to be of confiderable antiquity. :|; 

As we proceed, the ruins of Niddery-cq/tle^ nearly oppoiite the 
tenth mile-ftone, are to be feen on the left. 

Gaining the eminence, we pafs through the fmall village of 
Wi^^gb^ at one time noted for the propagation of ^ bees ; a 
trench of rural economy which is (hamefully neglefted in this 
country of late. There is no mode of honeft induftry, wherein 
the pooreft cottager, nay even the old and infirrh, might more 
readily find agreeable recreation and means of fubfiftence, nor 
any which is better adapted to the habits and afTociations of a 
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* The celebrated warrior and flatefman Field -Marfhal Jolin Earl of Stair lifs burk4 
19 lhe chmr^ti pf Kir)LliApns — -there la no moDtiment ta record t^iB; but (houlciruch ever 
b^ ercftedi let it not be forgotten that he W4« tlic firft in Scotland wlio introduced turnips 
and cabbages in the open field for the ufc of cattle — an event more worthy of hunPHmity 
and a true patriot^ than the xnoft brilliant vi€W>ries» or tl>e moft ff^ndtd Dcgoci^ttons 
and treaties,-^The church of Kirklifton belonged to the Johanites of Jerufalem, whofe 
¥OW8 were i. poverty, 2. charity, 3. obedience. " No man can be admitted (fays 
** Spottifwood) to this order, without makingproof of his births and jojlifyjog by char- 
ters or other authentic documents his nobility for. four generations, both oa the father 
and the mother's fide. He nxuft be born in lawful marriage, the baflards of Kinga 
** and Princes only being excepted.** Hope's Min, Pradk. Appen. p. 481. 

\ Viz. 
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$ In the year 995, according to our hiftorians, a battle was fought near KIrkliilon. 
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country life^ than this pleafmg branch of hufbandry. A wife 
legiflature, therefore, would do well to enad fuch regulations 
refpeAing the culture of bees, as might afford due encourage- 
ment to that innocent and truly ufeful employment. 

From Wtnjhurgb^ we command an extend ve profpeft in every 
diredlion. The country Js well cultivated, and improves at 
every ftep. The principal caufe of this improvement is appa- 
rent when we difcover Linlithgow \ for, it is generally allowed, 
that cultivation of land is in proportion to the near neighbour- 
hood of a town^ and the number and induftry of its inhabi- 
tants. 

Linlithgow, or, as it is called in the Gaelic language, GUn 
Eucbuj is fuppofed, by fome of our antiquaries, to be the fame 
as the Lindum of Ptolemy. It is an ancient burgh, and deemed 
the fixth in Scotland : but its decayed fplendour, venevable in 
ruins, is ftill apparent, and fhews that Linlithgow was a place 
of conflderable importance, when Scotland was governed by its 
native princes. Yet a native prince was not the founder of 
the moil ftriking remains of former magnificence to be feen at 
this place ; as, according to Fordun, Edward {• during his cam- 
paign in Scotland anno 1301, built a caftle on the fite of a 
Roman camp, the remains of which are ftill viiible. This 
caftle, by order of Bruce, was demolifhed in part when fur- 
prized by the Scots in 13 1 1. It was afterwards re-built, though 
by whom is unknown : but, it fhould feem, additions were made, 
from time to time, till the fquare, which ftill appears perfed, 
was completed. The front and the porch were erected hy 
James V. ; and the north fide by his grandfon James VI. The 
eaft fide is by far the moft interefting in point of elegant fculp- 
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ture, and merits the attention of thofe who delight in this 
fpecies of ornamental archite^ure. The well fide i& little bet- 
ter than a dead wall, gloomy, and inelegant in the extreme. 
What is chiefly to be admired, however, in contemplating this 
ruin, is its fituation. The ground on which the palace of Lin- 
lithgow ftands, rifes in the form of an amphitheatre above the 
lake ; a profpeft of which, together with the grounds adjacent, 
is commanded from this fpot. The church is hard by, where, 
it is faid, James IV* was warned, by a perfonated apparition, not 
to proceed in his then meditated expedition into England ; fo fatd 
to himfelf and the flower of the Scotifli nobility, in the memo- 
rable battle at the foot of the Flowden hills, fought September 
9th, ann. 15 13** 

During the greater part of his reign, James V., the Ion <^ this 
ill-fated prince, made Linlithgow, by his frequent refldence ift 
it, the Verfailles o£ Scotland. The apartment is ftili ihewft 
where his unfortunate daughter Mary was bom ; born, alas ! 
to meet the ftorms of contending fadions ; and to experience 
the dire efFeSs of the envy and jealoufy of a fitter queen, 
whofe diflimulation, in meditating murder, was only exceeded by 
the gaiety that fhe difplayed when figning the death-warrant of 
her neareft relation, Mary of Scotland. — ** Go, (faid (he to David- 
fon, one of her obfequious minions,) and tell Walfingham what 
•* I have done, though I am afraid he will die of grief when he 
*• hears it f." Thus did 'Queen Elizabeth, after detaining Mary 
Stuart almoft nineteen years a prifoner, deliver her into the 
hands of the executioner. 

• Pitfcottie, p. 215, 

\ Sec Robertfon's Hift, of Scotland^ p. 144, quarto edit. 1759. 
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Rude as the times were when this horrible deed was perpe^ 
trated, yet the remains of the magnificent edifices which wo 
have been here contemplating (hew clearly, that civilization had 
confiderably advanced in Scotland toward the latter end of the 
fixteenth century. Long before this period, religious eftablrfii^ 
ments had been everywhere planted throughout the north* 
Abbies, monafteiies, priories, &c. now in ruins, are fre^eotly 
to be met with, and form not only pleadng pidurefqjue objseSSy 
but fuch as raife in the mind foothing and affeAixig fenfations. 
Near Linlithgcw a Priory, a Monaftery, and an Hofpital were 
founded, fome parts of which ftill remain. 

Emanusl Priory is fituated on the north bank of the ^ifcn^ 
about, a mile above tht! bridge of Linlithgow. In the year 1 156 
Malcolm IV. founded this nunnery, which was foon after eoa-^ 
fecrated to the blefled Virgin. The nims were of the Bemar- 
^e or Gifterdaa order, who lived accorduag to the rules^ of Stw 

Beomet^. 

Tie Monftftery of White-friars was founded at LiniithgoW, ^ 
ia the year 1 290, by the citiaens of that town ; and was confe* 
crated to the. Virgin Mary. This order of begging friars are 

Car meUtes f* 

The Hoipiistl of St. Mary Magdalene near Linlithgow was 
at firft governed by the Lazaritesy a fe£t long fince extrntfl ; 
but in the year 1426, ^ean the confort of James L nonai^ 
naied Robert de Lynton to the benefice of St. Mary Magda^ 
lene ijl. Thefe religious afylums fufFered in the general 
wreck at the Reformation, when a new order of civil and re- 

• Hope's Min. Praft. Append, p. 513. t ^bid. p. 505. % Ibid, 534. 
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ligious eftabliihment took place throughout Scotland as well aa 
England *• 

Linlithgow is faid to be famous for wells. If the fantaftlc 
appearance of fome be meant, the remark is applicable — one in 
particular, ere£ted before the town^houfe in 1620, isfufficiently 
grotefque ; — its conflruS:ion, however, is curious. 

Nearly oppofite to this fpot, the wooden-gallery where 
the aflaffin of the regent Murray took his (land, is pointed 
ouL The circumftances relating to the murder of Murray, 
as recorded in hiftory, are fo interefting as to merit particular 
attention. 

While Elizabeth was meditating how ihe fhould effeA the 
ruin of Mary, an affair happened, which in no fmall degree dif« 
concerted her meafures. The Regent Murray, who was an 
avowed fupporter of the Reformation, expofed himfelf to the 
rancour of the dignified clergy, and many of the moft powerful 
of the nobility ; among whom, the Hamiltons, who had warmly 
efpoufed the caufe of the Scottiih Queen, feemed the moft im- 
placable in their hatred to him. One of their number, James 
Hamilton, the nephew of John Hamilton, Archbifhop of St. 
Andrews, (who, for imputed crimes, was condemned and exe- 
cuted at Stirling f ) undertook to difpofe of the Regent. 

Murray, whofe policy led him to improve every advantage 
which the afiair at Langfide had put in his power, by a well-timed 
moderation, not only fpared the lives of many whom the fate of 

^ The biftorian Dr. Henry mftituted a public libnuy in Linlithgow, and bequeathed 
hi9 valuable collefbon of books at a foundation for fo truly liberal a defign. 

\ |ft April .Z57i«. 
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battle had thrown into his hands ; but alfo extended his clemency 
to feveral who had been condemned to death, and had had their 
lands confifcated. Among thofe who had experienced his favour, 
was James Hamilton* : Party rage, however, added to an injury 
fuftained in the tendereft point, fonk deep into his heart, and made 
him lofe fight of the benefit received. Part of Hamilton's landa 
had been given by the Regent to a favourite ; who, in the aCt 
of feizing them, turned the wife of Hamilton out of her chamber 
into the open fields, almofl naked, and expofed to the horrors 
of the night. Driven to defpair, before morning fhe became 
furioufly mad. Hearing of the outrage, Hamilton vowed re- 
venge : yet he deferred the execution of his purpofc till the 
author of all this mifchief fhould be completely in his power, 
fo as to make fure of him ; and thus, at once, rid the world of a 
tyrant, his Queen of an unnatural brother, and himfelf of one 
whofe death became effential to the comfort of his exiftence. 
The Regent was at Stirling, and in his way to Edinburgh had 
to pafs through Linlithgow. Hamilton, who had watched his 
opportunity, feized on this favourable moment to perpetrate the 
horrid deed — murder f proceeding with all the deliberation of 
an aflaffin, he took every precaution to efcape obfervation. — 
And now we behold him fkulking by the fide of yon window 
which faces this way, with his piece loaded, and ready to aim 
the fatal blow. Meantime, Murray, who had been warned of 
his danger, with undaunted mien comes onward, amidfl: a vafl 
croud of fpedators, who view him and his attendants with 
admiration mingled with anxiety and difmay ; for they were 
aot without apprehenfion of his danger. Arrived at the fatal. 

^ Of Bothwellhaugfa.. 
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fpoti a fhot is heard : the Regent fuddenly dlfmounts, and calls 
aloud, " I am wounded !'* — at the fame inftant the horfe next 
his own falls down in the agonies of death. One and the fame 
bullet effe£led this mifchie£ All is confternation, — while fome^ 
rouzed from the fudden emotion of furprize, turn to the fpot 
whence the report of the piece feemed to iflue — Mad with rage^ 
they attempt to burft open the door, but in vain ; it is fecurely 
barricaded. The aflaffin, meantime, is effeding his efcape. The 
frantic aflailants, at laft, find entrance : — they fearch every- 
where ; but in amazement behold with what precaution he had 
fcreened himfelf from the poflibility of difcQvery during the 
fatal moment devoted to murder. Here lies the feather-bed 
on which he kndt in the very adl ; there hangs the fable tapef- 
try before which he lurked in fecret, calm and intent on the deed : 
the one to prevent the movement of his feet from being heard, 
the other to render his fliadow imperceptible from without. 
Thefe objedls ftill more inflame the indignant fpedators, who 
call aloud for fummary and inftant" juftice ; but, fecure in his 
flight, the aflaflin isoflfat full fpeed j a fleet horfe bears him fwiftly 
far out of the reach of thofe who feek after him. Of this they arc 
fatisfied, on difcovering the breach that he had made in a garden 
wall at the back part of the houfe, to favour his efcape. Their 
difappointment is extreme. Recolle6bing» however, the danger in 
which the Regent is plunged, they haften to inquire whether any 
hope remains of faving his life : they are told, that as yet the ifllie 
is doubtful. The Regent feels the hand of death upon him, and 
9 knows thjit he has but a {hort time to live. He prepares to meet 

his fate, with that dignified compofure which a great mind 
alone feels at approaching diflTolution. The moment is at 

• hand ; that groan is his laft. 

Thus 
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Thus fell the Regent Murray ; and in his fall the reformers 
fuftained the lofs of a zealous fupportfer of theit caufe; which 
Elizabeth, by her influence, foon fupplied in the perfon of the 
Earl of Lenox ; who, after fome delay, was chofen Regent. 
Lenox, however, being not long after killed at an aflault on 
Stirling, the Earl of Mar was elected in his ftead. Mar, however, 
enjoyed this precarious and dangerous ftation but for a very 
fliort time. Little more than twelve months had elapfed before 
this patriotic and worthy Regent, difgufted with intrigue and 
cabal, became melancholy : difeafe intervened, which eventually 
proved fatal, and he died in Oftober 1572. To Mar fucceeded 
the rapacious Morton, whofe odious adminiftration became in- 
fupportable ; till, in his turn, the gloomy Douglas was brought 
to the fcaflfold, and fufFered the punilhment ufually inflided ott 
the worft of criminals. Such were the woeful evehts in this 
diftraded corner of the ifland, toward the clofe of the fixteenth 
century. 

Few occurrences worthy of hiftorical notice, fince the foletnti 
League and Covenant was burnt in 1622, have taken place id 
Linlithgow. It is now a populous and thriving burgh. The 
inhabitants are chiefly engaged in the ftianufadlure of leathet 
fhoes, in wool-combing and bleaching of linen, together with 
breweries and diftilleries in and neat the town. The number 
of inhabitants in the parifh of Linlithgow is faid to amount to 
32<20, the greater part of whom refide in the town. The hnd 
everywhere about this place is well cultivated. The foil, in 
general, is rather light ; notwithftanding, by proper manage* 
ment, it is made to yielid abundantly, particularly hay-crops* 
The pafturage is excellent, and rears and fattens black-cattle 

welL 
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The paiiih contams between feven and eight thoufand acres^ 
two thirds of which are arable* It is faid, that the rental, on 
an average, is little more than twenty ihillings per acre. The 
minerals about the hills in the neighbourhood of Linlithgow, 
beflde lime-ftone, are fuppofed to be valuable : it is remarkable, 
that, notwithilanding its near vicinity to Borrowftounnefs, a 
fea-port of confiderable tradj, no attempt has hitherto been 
made to explore the minerals of this diitrid, fo as to afcertain 
their true value. 

In proceeding from Linlithgow, we pafs over the Aven by a 
bridge, to which the town gives its name. About a mite up the 
river^ Emanuel Priory, formerly mentioned, was (ituated. Still 
a fmall part of its ruins remains. On the oppofite bank of this 
pleafant folitude, a battle was fought, during the minority of 
James V. between the adherents of Angus and Lenox, in which 
the followers of the latter were defeated with great flaughter, 
and their leader flain. In civil broils, fuch hoftile meetings are 
ufually attended with peculiar horrors ; and, in this rencounter, 
the carnage on bath fides was truly dreadful. 

Angus, the powerful chieftun of the Douglafes, was married 
to the Queen Dowager *, the mother of James V. and, through 
much intrigue, was appointed guardian to that young prince : 
but James, tired of reftraint, fought occafion to rid himfelf of 
his guardian, and to get the reins of government into his own 
hands. Many unfuccefsful attempts had been made for this 
purpofe, which the vigilance of Angus had rendered abortive. 
Much blood had alfo flowed ; but ftill the young king was in 

• Siacr of Henry VIII. of England, 

the 
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the hands of his tyrant guardian. The bold defign of refcuing 
James, who was little better than a prifoner on parole in the 
caftle of Edinburgh, was planned with due -caution, and had 
nearly been carried into efied:, when the fate of the battle above 
alluded to blafted the fanguine expedtations of the royal party. 
Th« young king, who fecretly hated the nobility, placed his 
chief confidence in his clergy ; who, willing to maintain their 
power under the protedion of regal authority, made it a prin- 
cipal obje£t, by every means, to fecure the influence of the 
crown in fupport of the church. Cardinal Beaton was the per- 
fon in whom the young prince moil confided ; and to him was 
intrufted fuch means as could be devifed for the ruin of Angus, 
and the confequent independence of the king. This fubtlc 
ecclefiaftic, when informed of James's refolution, propofed put- 
ting John Stuart Earl of Lenox, the neareft of kin to the king 
himfelf, at the head of the mo ft formidable enemies of Angus, 
and thus, by force of arms, obliging him to give James his free- 
t]om, and the reins of government into his own hands. With 
this intention, Lenox coUeded his ftrength at Stirling. Angus, 
hearing of his motions, made every poflible effort to fruftratc 
this plan in the very outfet. Accordingly, he immediately fent 
dhredlions to the Hamiltons in the weft, and to the Homes and 
others of his friends in the fouth, (whom, together with his own 
clan and retainers,Jie deemed faithful to his intereft,) to meet at 
a time appointed, in order to watch the motions of Lenox and 
his followers. Meanwhile the king was in the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, and afTefted profound ignorance of what was going for- 
ward. Secret intelligence was carried to Angus of the movements 
of Lenox's army, which was already on its way to Edinburgh 
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in three columns. The advanced guard of the Hamiltons^ 
polled on the heights above Linlithgow on the left bank of the 
river Avon, defcried the approach of the enemy. Lenox, with 
a numerous train of artillery, and infantry and cavalry compofed 
of defperate and hardy men, many of whom were Highlanders^ 
and not a few of the gentlemen of rank and condition of the 
ihires of Fyfe, Angus, Stirling, Kyle, Carrick, and Canningham^ 
with many followers, puihed his van to the bridge above-men- 
tioned ; but, finding it already occupied by a ftrong detachment 
from the enemy, he gave orders to pafs the river farther up, 
near to the Priory. This accomplifhed, they ruflied boldly up 
the oppofite bank, but were repulfed with lofs.. The Hamil- 
tons, greatly inferior in point of numbers to the followers of 
Lenox, were elated by their fuccefs in the onfet ; and, every 
moment expediting Angus with a powerful reinforcement from 
Edinburgh, difputed the heights with great bravery. The battle 
now raged in all its. fury* Angus appeared on the field with 
a defperate band of borderers, and came briikly to the charge. 
Meantime the king, who had been joined by the inhabitants 
of Edinburgh and Leith,. came flowly on, in no wife anxious to 
fruftrate the intentions of Lenox : but, on advancing as far as 
Corftorphine-hills, hearing the inceflant roar of the artillery, and 
being fharply reprimanded by George Douglas (the brother of 
Angus) for his tardinefs, he made all poffible hafte to the field 
of battle.. A woeful fpe£tacle now prefented itfelf to the young 
monarch.. The people lay mangled in promifcuous heaps. 
The followers of Lenox had given way, and himfelf lay dead 
on the field. The Earl of Arran flood over him weeping. 
His fon had given the death-wound; the wretch had eve^ 
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committed this outrage after Lenox was made prifoner. Thus 
the uncle lamented the untimely fate of his nephew whom his 
fon had butchered in cold blood. The king beheld this afFe<3:ing 
ibene with deep anguifh. Such are the horrors in which civil 
commotions involve friends and relatives dear to each other by 
all the ties of humanity, O happy ftate of fociety when war 
Ihall be no more ; when peace and good-will fliall be eftablifhed 
among humankind, and all our delires centre in benevolence, 
and a juft regard to each other's comforts ! 

Turning our eyes from the valley where fo many brave men 
formerly fell, we with pleafure obferve, to the right, about a 
gun-fliot or two below the bridge, that the enterprizing ma- 
nufadturer has reared a houfe of induftry* ; on every hand, the 
comfortable dwellings of the induftrious are fpringing up. In- 
ftead of the gloomy caftle and reclufe nunnery, the gay villa 
and cheerful airy boxes (fnug and fheltered from the blails of 
winter, and fmiling in all the lovelinefs of flowers and fhrubbery 
in the milder feafons) are every where feen : and long may they 
be feen, and become more and more numerous, till the whole 
country is, as if by inchantment transformed into one extended 
city, intermingled with gardens, orchards, corn-fields, and 
commons, a land of abundance and peace. 

On paflSng the Avon, we QVittr Stirlingfbir^. A little beyond 
the nineteenth mile-ftone, to the left, is Almond-houfe. At 
the twenty-firft mile-ftone we fall in with the fmall village of 
Polmont : here feveral well-built houfes are feen, and their fitu- 
ations are happily chofen. The village of Laurifton, pleafant^ 
\j fituated on a rifing ground, is the next that we pafs through. 

^ Belonging to Mr. Black's printHcld. 
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An air of cleanlinefs and comfort is every where apparent about 
it, which greatly adds to the pleafare felt in obfervihg the^ 
habitations of thofe " who toil in the lower employments of" 
•* life," happy and contented in their (lations, regardlefs of 
aught but how to gain fufficient to fupply their immediate 
wants ; for concerning much more they feldom feem folicitous. 

A little way beyond the turnpike Callander-houfe appears.. 
The houfe itfelf is not an objeA worthy of attention ; but the- 
decorations and improvements every where about it are in a firft-^ 
rate ftyle. Again we tread on ground celebrated in. hiftory. 
Near to this fpot, a part of Grime s^ dyke is to be feen. This . 
lingular monument of Roman antiquity^ can be diflindtly tracedi 
acrofs the country, from fea to fea *. 

On looking over the map of our ifland, the flighteft glance- 
will difcover, that this ifthmus between the Friths of Forth and: 
Clyde is the narrowed part of Britain. A range of hills, run- 
ning nearly parallel to the courfe of the Grampian mountains,, 
extends throughout the whole breadth of the ifland. " It is the 
^ weftmoft divifion of this range," fays General Roy, " known 

by the name of the Kilfyth, or Campfey-hills, which extends 

beyond the north fide of the ifthmus between the Forth and 
" the Clyde ;" and pretty much in this direftion did Agricola,^ 
in his too fuccefsful attempt to fubdue the Britons, raife his 
fecond chain of forts, the veftiges of which may be diftin<aiy, 
traced at this day. In the reign of Antoninus Pius, Lollius 
Urbicus, commander of the Roman legions in Britain, follow- 
ing, as fome fuppofe, the chain of forts which had been raifed 

* See General Roy's funrey, 
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hy bis predeceflbr, as forming a check on the incurdons of the 
Barbarians, conftru£ted a rampart along this neck of land^. 
which, he vainly fuppofed, was, when garrifoned by his chofen 
bands, impregnable. Tradition reports it, however, to have 
proved other wife. Grime, a powerful chief, with a band of 
defperate Britons, is faid to have formed the defign of furprifmg 
the Roman garrifon, pofted near to a place now known by the 
name of " Elf-hill/' This he adlually accompliflied ; and that 
valorous achievement is perpetuated by this ilupendous piece of 
«t, thenceforward called Grime's Dyke. 

On entering Falkirk^ we are apt, from its mean appearance,, 
to form an unfavourable idea of its inhabitants ;. but this im* 
preflion wears off when we come more narrowly to examine 
die buftle and induftry obfervable as we pafs on. Its vicinity 
to the great canal (with which, on leaving this town, we fall in,, 
and pafs under, through an aquedud arch, conftruAed with, 
much judgment, and fubftantially built) gives it an advantage r 
that few towns in Scotland poflefs, excepting fuch as are fituated: 
on the principal rivers and fea-fhores. 

If Falkirk, on account of its inelegant appearance, be uninte^ 
refting to the traveller, the grounds adjacent will furniih him 
with objeds fufficient to awaken his curiofity with regard to^ 
trade, commerce, and hiftorical incident. 

Before Falkirk was eftabliflied as the principal mart of the north 
for horned-cattle^ it was little better than an overgrown village,, 
the inhabitants of which were almoft without employ, and poor 
ki the extreme. No fooner were the trjifis as they are called,, 
which are held in the months of Auguft, September, and Odlo- 
her, reforted to by drovers from almoft every part of Scotland, . 

and 
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and many parts of England, than this town became a flourifh- 
ing and animated trading place. 

About a mile and a half to the north- weft, the Carron-com- 
pany's iron- works are feen. This company eftablifhed themfelves 
in this part of the country about forty years ago, and have con- 
fiderably added to the fpirit of induftry and fpeculation which, 
fince that period, has become fo prevalent throughout almoft 
every part of Scotland. The iron-works merit the attention of 
the traveller, and may be viewed as objedls of curious conftruc- 
tion by day, and of pifturefque appearance, or rather fublimity, 
by night. On beholding the dark-rolling fmoke mingle, as it 
were, with the furrounding flaflies that burft incefTantly from 
the great forges, ideas of being in the neighbourhood of a vol- 
cano, are naturally fuggefted, and afford a pleafure analogous to 
what is felt in contemplating the fublime in nature. 

The ere<3;ion of the iron-works at Carron was foon fucceeded 
by a piece of art no lefs complicated than the vaft apparatus of 
the great forges. This was the Canal ; a monument of lafting 
celebrity, which, in a ftriking manner, marks the commercial 
fpirit of the times. This canal joins the Atlantic ocean with the 
German fea, and infulates South and North Britain. Of the 
many inventions and contrivances to facilitate the extenfion of 
commerce, none more interefts the mind accuftomed to reflec- 
tion, than the conftrufting of navigable canals; more efpecially, 
when obftacles in their afped formidable, and almoft infuper- 
able, are fubdued and rendered ufeful. An eminent inftance 
prefents itfelf in the whole courfe of the great canal that joins 
the rivers Forth and Clyde, pafling through a tradt of nearly 
forty miles, great part of which is marjQiy, and in no fmall 
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degree mountainous ; where cargoes, the produce of remoteft 
regions, are fafely landed, amid the wilds through which it is 
conducted ; — where the Romans in vain conftruSed a barrier, 
that was to mark the bounds of their conqueft on the North, 
and to exclude a people whom to reduce by force of arms was 
found too arduous for that power which had hurled empires 
into ruin, and fubjugated millions to the rapacity of ruthlefs 
conquer or s» 

The circumjacent grounds prefent to the clafl5c traveller the 
former theatre of thofe obftinate and bloody contefls, which fo 
often blur the page of Scotifh hiftory. 

About a mile to the right, on the banks of the Carron, Wal- 
lace was vanquifhed ; and Scotiih valour had nearly funk in 
his overthrow. From nearly the fpot where, towards the end 
of the thirteenth century, the Englifh army triumphed over the 
devoted Scots, did the royal army of England, about the mid- 
dle of the eighteenth century, attack a handful of Highlanders ; 
but with very different fortune ; for no fooner had thefe daring 
fons of the mountains charged the veteran troops of the Eledlor 
of Hanover, than a general rout enfued : the royal army, panick 
ftruck, fled as far as Linlithgow, where they fet fire to the 
palace, and did other mifchief in their precipitate retreat* The 
Highlanders, ncgledling to reap the advantage which fo decifive 
a ftroke had put in their power, gave over the purfuit j and, while 
loitering in the town of Falkirk, an unfortunate accident which 
took place at this critical junfture greatly conduced to throw 
a damp on the fuccefs of the arms of the unfortunate Charles 
Stuart. While a foldier of the rebel-army was cleaning his 
mufquet, it went oflf, and its contents were lodged in the body 
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of a highland chieftain, who died in consequence. This acci- 
dent proved no lefs fatal to the man in whofe pcrfFeflion the 
piece was found ; for he was led forth, without ceremony, and 
ihot dead on the fpot by his own comrades ; — fuch being the 
facrifice which they deemed indifpcnfable to the manes of their 
amfortunate leader. Deeply affe&ed at the irreparable lofs they 
had fuilained, the mountaineers retired in difmay to their faftnefs; 
and thus the caufe in which they had embarked was fubjeded 
to a temporary derangement, eventual mifcarriage, and all the 
horrors attendant on a civil infurredion when unfuccefsful. 

Many families of condition fuffered feverely in the fniitlefs 
^nterprize alluded to: but none more keenly felt the dire 
•effe£ts of civil war than the family of Monro of Foulis*. Three 
brothers fell : two were murdered in cold blood ; and the third 
was aflfaffinated, his murderers miftaking him for a perfon 
whom they fought after in vain. An elegant infcription, in Latin, 
to the memory of Sir Robert Monro, is to be feen in the church- 
yard of Falkirk ; as is alfo another epitaph, facred to the memory 
of John de Graham, emphatically called the right arm of Wal- 
lace, who fell combating the enemies of his country, at the 
memorable battle of Falkirk, fought on the 22d of July, 1298 f. 
The hero of this memorable battle, William Wallace, was an 

inftance 

• Chief of that name. 

f Mente manumque potens, et Valise fides Achates, 
Conditur hie Gramusy bello interfet^us Anglis. 

Vivlt poft funera virtusy-^is the motto infcrxbed about his arms* 

In Scoto- Saxon y the following : 
Here lyes Sir John the Grame, baith wight and wife^ 
Ane of the worthies refcuit Scotland thrice ; 

Anc 
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Inftance of thofe latent virtues and military talents which burft 
forth on fome cafual exigence, when public fpirit and national in* 
dependence feem proftrate,and almoft extinQ:. That high degree 
X)f difinterefted patriotifm, magnanimity, and virtue, difplayed 
in the conduft of Wallace, might be claimed with pride by any 
nation. His adions are worthy of remembrance ; for he nobly 
fought for the liberties of his devoted country, and periihed in 
the attempt to re-eftablifh its independence. 

When the independence of Scotland was firfl called in queftion, 
Edward I. at a time when the right to the crown was fubmitted 
to his decifion*, made little fcruple in annexing the regal 
dignities to thofe of England ; thus enflaving the people, and 
gratifying his boimdlefs ambition^ Yet, ftrange as it may feem, 
it is no lefs certain, that, though neither of the competitors for 
the Scotifh crown acknowledged his pretenfions, they both 
tamely fubmitted ; the one becaufe he was unable to maintain 
his pretenfions ; the other being content to hold, under the de- 
grading fufirage of a tyrant, the mock dignities of royalty, on 
the humiliating conditions of fealty and feudal tenure. 



Ane better knigbt not to the world was lent. 
Nor was gude Grame of truth and hardimcnt. 

When Cromwell* in his progrefs northward* had ftationed his Englifh troops at Fal« 
kirky one of his officers wifhed to have the Latin epitaph tranflated* which accordingly 
was done bj a fchoolmafteri in the following words : 

Of mind and courage ftrongr^nd Wallace' true Achates, 
Here lies Sir John the Graham* kilPd by the Englifii baties. 

A little to the left, a ftone nnpolifhed, and without an infcription* marks the fpot 
•where anotlicr warrior was laid* namely John Stuart the brave anceflor of the prefent 
family of Bute* who commanded that day a divifion of the Scotifh army* and fell in 
the battle* covered with wounds. 

• By confeot of the competitors* Bruce and Baliol* on the extiuftion of the royal 
Jlne in ihe perfon of Alexander III* 

F Edward, 
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Edward, having accompIi(hed his deilgn, no fooner found 
himfelf mailer of the liberties and independence of Scotland, 
by having placed the timid Baliol on the throne, than he 
thought it time to reap the advantages of his newly-ac- 
quired power. There is a point, however, below which 
degraded humanity fmks not. Wallace, who from early 
infancy beheld the thraldom in which his countrymen were 
held by their oppreflbrs, thirfted for revenge, and feized every 
occafion to indicate his intention of one day delivering his 
•country from tyranny. Being in the private ftation of a 
country gentleman, narrow in his circumftances, and of courfe 
poflefling little influence, his valour, joined to prudence 
and a high regard to truth and honour, were all that he had to 
recommend him to notice at his firft entrance on the glorious 
tafk of chacing hence the rapacious minions of the ambitious 
Edward. 

No fooner had Wallace eredlcd the ftandard of freedom, than 
the bold fpirit of independence revived ; and Scotifli warriors, 
fearlefs of the confequences, ruflied boldly to the field, refolved 
to regain their loft liberties, or perifti in the attempt. Much 
blood had already flowed in Ikirmifhes, in which Wallace not 
unfrequently proved vidorious j and his chofen few thus gain- 
ing (kill in arms, and confidence in their own prowefs, en- 
couraged others to join them in what at firft appeared a vain 
and fruitlefs enterprife. A fpirit of independence, once arouzed, 
fpread rapidly through every denomination of patriots. That 
timidity and jealoufy which weigh down the enthufiafm of 
infant enterprife decayed apace ; and in their ftead, confidence 
In each other, a cordial union of intereft, together with a tho- 
rough 
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rough convidion of the importance and juftice of their caufe^ 
' powerfully Simulated the Scots to make one glorious effort to 
obtain the confummation of their wifhes. 

Wallace, who by this time found himfelf at the head of a 
powerful army, faw nothing before him but viftory, and the 
confequent emancipation of his countrymen. At this critical 
period Edward Was in France, and heard with concern that 
his power was not only rapidly on the decline in the north, 
but that the Scotiih nobles, in defiance of their folemn engage- 
ments to him as their Ltege Lord^ had aiStually thrown off the 
mafk, and fpurned his attempts to fubdue them. A feudal 
King is but the creature of conventional compaft ; and fuch the 
Englifh monarch found himfelf, when the Scotifli ariftocracy, 
worthy the admiration of after-ages, made a bold effort to free 
themfelves and their adherents from foreign flavery, hateful, 
as degrading in the extreme. 

The Scotifli army, led on by Wallace, now chofen General- 
iflimo, and guardian of the kingdom under Baliol, was triumph- 
ant every where. That of the Englifli, headed by Edward in 
perfon (who had made peace with France, in order to re- 
eftablifli his power in the north), was rapidly advancing to quell 
the infurredion ; when, at Falkirk, Wallace awaited the iffue of 
a hoftile meeting, which was to reftore independence to Scot- 
land, or once more fmk it under the uplifted arms of a ruthlefs 
invader. But Wallace was now to experience a reverfe of 
fortune. Envy engendered jealoufy and diftruft among the 
Scotifli leaders, and this eventually proved the ruin of their 
caufe. Edward was not ignorant of thefe circumftances, on 
which he had more dependance than on the fuccefs of his 
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arms. Hence his eager defire to bring the event to a crifis, 
which as yet appeared doubtful, or at beft hazardous. He well '•* 
knew, that to oppofc a bold and impetuous band ef veterans, 
dauntlefs as invincible, accuftomed to fuccefs and vidory, de- 
termined to conquer or die, was an enterprize of no fmall 
magnitude ; efpecially as he found hlmfelf far diftant from 
whatever fuccours exigencies might require ; and it muft be 
allowed, that few, except Edward, notwithflanding his know- 
ledge of the exiiling difcontents in the Scotiftx camp, were to 
be found competent to fo arduous an undertaking. He had> 
however, no alternative. Every thing moft dear to him was 
at ftake. His reputation as a foldier, his wifdom as a poli- 
tician, his power as a fovereign prince, and his claims as a 
conqueror, were motives that imperioufly urged him to hazard 
the eventful iflue of a pitched battle. Accordingly, he deter- 
mined to attack the arch-rebel Wallace ; he, whom none could 
fubdue, fave Edward the conqueror of Wales. 

Both armies were now in fight of each other. From the 
height on which Falkirk is fituated, Edward beheld the Sootifli 
army advantageoufly polled about a mile to the north weft# 
Wallace, who had by this time been informed of Edward's in- 
tentions to attack him, drew out his troops in three divifions and 
prepared for the combat. A diipute now arofe among the Scot- 
ilh chieftains as to who fhould lead the van. Edward, apprized 
of this circumftance, feized the favourable moment, and charged 
with great fury. Cummin of Banenoch and his followers, the 
flower of the Scotilh army, had marched off in difguft. The 
divtfion commanded by Stuart of Bute, and that fupported by 
Wallace, received the whole (hock of Edward's onfeL Each 
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army fought with unheard-of bravery : but, overpowered by 
numbers, Wallace was forced to give way, and the rout became 
general and bloody. Bruce had mingled in the fray, and the 
battle raged in all its horrors wherever he direded. Wallace 
and Bruce met : the combat was terrible. They feparated, but 
agreed to meet again ; and they kept their appointment. 

Meanwhile the Scotifh army, retreating beyond the Carroa 
in the greateft diforder, were fcattered in every dired^ion ; for 
their leaders were either flain, or lay wounded on the field of 
battle. Edward, exulting in his good fortune, gave over the 
purfuit, and the fame evening retired to Linlithgow, in order to 
refrefli his troops. • 

When Wallace had colleded together as many of the fugi- 
tives as he could find, and conduced them to a fafe retreat^ 
he went, according to appointment, to the river fide, where 
Bruce awaited his coming on the oppofite bank. Bruce demand-* 
ed a conference ; to which Wallace readily confented. They 
both proceeded to a convenient fpot, at which the river is narrow^ 
and its banks pretty fleep; and Bruce began the conference 
neariy as follows : ^* Great as thou art efleemed^ in wifdom. as 
in valour, why tamifh fo fair a reputation by perfifting in the 
madnefs that feems to poflefs thee, in thus lengthening out a 
bloody conteft, which this day's woeful experience (hould teach 
thee muft eventually terminate in ruin and difgrace to us and 
our dearefl interefts? Or hath fome daemon whifpered thee, that 
the crown (hall be offered thee by a mifguided populace, as the 
reward of thy" — Here Wallace interrupted him, and indigo 
nantly replied : " No, Bruce ! my aim is far above fo poor, fb 
fordid an end, as to claim a kingdom to which I have no title el* 

ther 
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ther by birth or fortune, as' the reward of my fervices. Far 
different are the motives that Simulate me in the glorious career, 
in which moft willingly I (hall fpill the laft drop of my blood. 
Open thine eyes, Bruce, and fee thy true intereft involved in the 
caufe that I have efpoufed. Shall I afk thee to whom the king- 
dom doth appertain rightfully ? Is it not to thyfelf ? Inftead, then, 
of fighting under the banners of a ufurper, the tyrant of many 
flaves, turn from him quickly ; affert thine own right ; gather 
together thine own people; under thee^ they will, even yet, 
maintain their independence, and chace the tyrant Edward to 
his own dominions. If fo glorious an end fuit not thy mind^ 
go, and follow the fortunes of Edward j be the minion of his 
ambition ; hug thy chains in fecurity : while I, the fport of un- 
certainty and the chance of war, will embrace honeft poverty, 
And die free in defence of my country and its deareft rights *." 
So faying, they parted, each to his affociates in arms j the one to 
feaft at the celebration of the viftory ; the other,, to bury the 
[lain, and to mourn the fate of his befl: generals, his bofom 
friends, and valiant countrymen. 

In traverfing the field of battle, Wallace muft have obferved 
objeds that recalled to his remembrance the fate of his devoted 
country when fubjugated by the Romans. At a ford in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Arthur's Den, the mangled remains 
of the Scotifh army had to pafs the Carron, while their valiant 
leader, with a chofen band of warriors, covered their retreat. 
Here, as may eafily be imagined, the greateft carnage took place : 
and here too, and about half way between the wall of Antoninus, 
was the other fcene of a&ion. 

* Buchanan, Lib. Tiii. 

Near 
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Near to the Carron works the Lacdlum, or little pantheoa, 
called, by the vulgar, Arthurs Oon *, formerly ftood. This fm* 
gular monument of Roman antiquity was nearly entire till the 
year 1742, when Sir Michael Bruce, the proprietor, caufcd it to 
be razed to the ground, in order to complete a mill-dam for 
which he was partly in want of materials. 

The Carron, though now dwindled to an inconfiderable ftream^ 
has every appearance of having, at no very remote period, been 
a river of confiderable magnitude ; and there is reafon to fuppofo 
that fo late as the time when the Romans were in poffeflion of 
Britain the fea flowed up as far as Camelon, a ftation then 
occupied by them, ** where (it is faid) fomc traces of their port 

are ftill vifible f.'* 

As we pafs through a village, about a mile beyond Falkirk, 

that takes its name from the ancient Camelon, from the circum*- 

ftance of fome of the ftones dug out from the ruins of that 

Roman ftation, forming part of the dwelling houfes formerly 

built, we ftrike off to the right, being the road to Stirling, 

(that on our left leading to Glafgow,) and fooa after crofs over 

the Carron. On looking back toward the fouth, we perceive 

the fite of the ancient Camelon^ through which the military way 

paffed, that ran through great part of England, and entered 

Scotland at the Solway Frith, paffed through Annandale and 

Clydfdale to Glafgow, and fo on acrofs th« ifthmus in the 

direction of Agricola's chain of forts and the wall of Antoninus, 

through Camelon to the Carron ; from thence it is feen a little to 

the weft of the village of Larb^rt, in a diredion toward Stirling, 

* At Pcnnycuick, a model is ercftcd of Arthur's Oon. f General Roy's furvcy. 

as 
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as ftraight as the nature of the grounds through which it pafles 
will admit. It is faid, indeed, that the line of diredion in which 
the Roman caufeway was condudled, is the (horteft by far from 
Falkirk to Stirling*. 

The village of Larbert, through which we dire£t our courfe, 
is fituated on an eminence, commanding an cxtenfive view of 
the country around. Not many years lince, a mount, fomewhat 
refembling a watch tower in all probability, was extant, which 
was an advanced poft of the Romans, while their camp was at 
Camelon, which lies on the oppofite fide of the Carron, as above- 
mentioned : but no part of it now remains, it having neceflarily 
been removed when the road was made to pafs dire^ly. through 
the village. 

The pariih of Larbert is now united to that of Dunipace ; 
thefe united parifhes extend from eaft to weft eight, and from 
north to fouth two, miles ; and contain between five and fix 
thoufand perfons : the Carron iron- works employ a thoufand 
•of the number. 

Dunipace is mentioned in our Scotifh hiftories as the fpot 
where national affairs were wont to be adjufted ; and treaties of 
peace are faid to have been finally agreed on and folemnly rad- 
iied at this place. 

A little beyond the twenty-eighth mile flone, we enter the 
Torwoodj once a confiderable foreft of oakwood; but now 
fcarcely a veftige of its former grandeur remains. Here_ Wal- 
lace lurked in imminent danger, but was able to elude the fearch 
of his enemies. About a mile to the left, the fpot is pointed 

. * Thia way mud have been that over which Agricola led his forces beyond the Forth 
in his fixth campaign ; it was afterwards ufed in the expedition of Severus and Caracalhu 
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out to the enquiring traveller, where that hero is faid to have 
often. repoied under a favourite oak ; not a relick of it, however, 
is now to be feen ; for, like Shakefpcar's mulberry-tree, it has 
been carried off piece-meal, as fomething facred and invaluable *. 
The diameter of this tree is faid to have been eleven or twelve 
feet; which, if true, was a greater fize than any to be found at 
this period in Scotland, except in a wood the property of the 
Duke of Hamilton, in Lanarkfliire, where there are ftill fomc 
oak trees of great fize and age.^ 

The decay of oak wood in Scotland is a matter of national 
regret. The Sylva Caledonia^ mentioned by Pliny and the 
Scotiih hiftorian Boethius, can hardly be traced. It is not im« 
probable, that the out-fkirts of the Sylva Caledonia extended eaft- 
ward as far as the Torwood ; for it is generally allowed, that its 
commencement was a little beyond Stirling, and that it extended 
over mountains and vallies through the greater part of the high- 
lands of Scotland. Even at this day it can be traced, though 
indiftin£lly, in almoft every direction beyond Stirling ; particu- 
larly to the north and weft. In the mofs of Kincardine, frag- 
ments of oak wood of confiderable fize are to be met with every- 
where beneath the furface of the mofs f • The theory of mofs 

« 

* The little knoll on which the tree ftood, is furrounded hy a marfh, through which 
fomething like a caufei^'ay leads'to the knoll. Thefc appearances have given rife to fome 
fanciful conjedlurcs ; among others, that this fpot might have been a place of facrifice, 
in former times, when Druids offered human viAims. 

The prefent Earl of Buchan a few years ago preCented General Wa(hington with a 
fnufF-box made of a fragment of Wallace's oak. 

Since the above was written, the great Wafhington has paid the debt of nature. By 
his will he directed the fnuff box to be returned to the original donor, to be difpofed of 
as he may think proper.— See Wafhington's Will. 

f The Great Michael^ a (hip of war built by James IV. is faid to have exhaufted the 
jrreater part of the oak wood in Fyfe. — See Pittfcotie's hiftory. 
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is now well underftood, and proved to be formed by the gradual 
decay of wood *. This is manifeft in all our northern di(lrid:s. 
Huge piles of oak are found, trunks of enormous dimenfions 
appear, and fragments of pin^s and other fpecies of wood are to 
be met with throughout the mountains and vallies, and on the 
banks of our lakes and rivers, and fea-fliores ; which are fo many 
inconteftable proofs in fupport of the opinion with regard to the 
extent of the Sylva Caledonia. 

The remains of forefts through the weftern parts of Perthfhire 
and Argylelhire, and beyond the Forth northwards, are ftill 
evident ; the fame appearances may frequently be feen in the 
northern parts of Perthfhire and Invernefs-fhire, where confider- 
able trails of country were anciently forefts of great extent ; the 
proprietors yet reaping the advantages which their remains are 
capable of yielding. From Kinloch-leven, the weftern extremity 
of Invernefs-fhire, along the fhores of Loch-eil, Loch-arkaig, 
Loch-locha, Loch-oich, Loch-garric, Loch-nefs, Strath-glafs, 
Glen-morifon, and Loch-loyn, forefts were, till very lately, to be 
found. This was alfo the cafe in the counties of Moray f and 
Abernethy, and others on the banks of the Spey, where, fo late 
as the year 1728, mafts of 50 and 70 feet in length were pro- 
cured for the navy|. Unlefs fome fpeedy and effediual means, 
however, be fallen upon to leffen the demand for, and promote 
the growth of firs and oaks in this ifland, the period may 
arrive, and perhaps it is at no great diftance, when^ to the un- 

♦ This opinion has been controverted by fome late author.* See AndeHbn, &c. 

•j- The counties of Rofs and Sutherland alfo contain fbreils of confiderable extent* 

j: The late ingenious Aaron Hill was fuperintendant of the forefts of Abernethy at 
ibat time. Sec his lifCf Brit. Poet. 
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rpeakable detriment of its inhabitants^ thefe moft eflential articles 
may no longer be found. 

On leaving the Torwood, we proceed through a trad! of 
country, which, though well enough cultivated, is but poor in 
point of foil, and bare in its general appearance : but towards 
the Forth the land is exceedingly fertile ; and gentlemen's feats, 
delightfully fituated on its banks^ are fheltered amid inclofures 
of thriving plantations. Among others, that of the Abyfliniaa 
traveller, Bruce of Kinnaird, is moft deferving of attention ; with 
much expence, and no fraall degree of trouble, he, foon after 
returning to his native country, here fitted up a mufeum, in 
which are depofited the curiofities procured by him in his 
travels* 

On paflGng over a piece of moor-land near the thirty-fecond 
mile-ftone, we perceive, a few miles diftant, the Caftle and 
Town of Stirling. When at this diftance, the traveller fancies a 
refemblance of Stirling to Edinburgh ; but, on a nearer approach, 
the feeming tefemblance vanifhes, and he is fatisfied that the 
fimilarity is very trifling indeed/ 

On our way to Stirling (at the thirty-third mile ftone) we paft 
through the village of Bannockbum, now pretty much extend- 
ed on the fteep banks of the rivulet from which its name is de- 
rived. The fpot that we here tread, is that on which the Englifh 
forces under Edward 11. met with an overthrow, the efiedis of ' 
which fecured for a time the independence of the Scotifh throne 
and the peace of the nation. 

No event, in which human blood flowed in profufion, is re- 
corded by the Scotifli hiftorians, with a greater degree of that 
national pride which is common to moft people, than the me- 
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morable battle fought on the 24th July, 13 14, between the 
Englifh and Scotifh armies, on the fields about Bannockburn. 

The viflories of Poidiers and Crefly have been celebrated with 
all that energy and glow of colouring with which the hiftorians 
of England ufually decorate their illumined page ; but defeats 
are by them thrown into fhade. This is pardonable on the 
fcore of national prediledion. The fame indulgence which 
their partiality claims on fuch occafions, is here expe&ed, while 
a few of the leading circumftances relating to the victory ob- 
tdned by the Scots, under the royal ftandard of Robert de 
Bruce, are narrated in this place. 

Our poets and hiftorians dwell with admiration on the hero- 
ifm difplayed in the eventful life of the valiant Bruce. At one 
time we view him a fatellite of the Englifli court ; at another, 
aiTerting the rights of his country : unfortunate in his career 
of glory, we behold him a fugitive, wandering among the 
mountains, friendlefs, and unknown : but, ere long, his better 
fortune beckons him to the field, where yiGLotj awaited the 
valour of his arms. 

National enthufiafm being excited, the indignant nobles croud- 
ed to the ftandard of the grandfon of him who was the compe- 
titor of Baliol for the imperial diadem. Every man felt for the 
independence of his country ; and all refolved to conquer or 
die in the common caufe ; the juftice of which the fword alone 
was competent to decide. 

Many combats were gallantly fuftained by the Scots, though 
unattended with iliccefs, before the decifive battle, now about 
to be defcribed, was fought, which effedually difappointed the 
hopes of Edward of Carnarvon, and totally defeated his purpofe 
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to reduce Scotland by force of arms. Edward's forces had been 
led northward, as to certain vidory. They were compofed of 
men of all defcriptions, collected from Flanders, Gafcony, Ire* 
land, Wales, England, and even Scotland ; and were bent on 
mifchief, blood, and rapine. Their numbers are faid to have 
been more than it is eafy to credit ; while the army of Bruce did 
not exceed thirty thouiand fighting men. The motives of an 
invading army differ widely from thofe which adluate the firm 
refolves of a band of patriots, determined to repel invafion, 
however formidable its afpe£t. When to motives founded in 
honour, and excited by a love of freedom, are added experience 
in war and courage in danger, thefe, if brought into action with 
due precaution and ikilful dexterity, can fcarcely fail of fuccefs,. 
when life, fortune, and ail that is dear to man, are at (lake. 
Thus animated, the Scotiih army, under Bruce, repelled and 
vanquiihed the army of Edward. 

However exaggerated the reports might be of the number and 
ftrength of the Englifli forces, yet one thing Bruce knew to be 
certain, that his cavalry were fiir inferior to theirs ; he therefore 
had recourfe to ftratagem, in order to enfure their deftruftion, to 
iecure his camp from the confequence of furprife, and prevent 
his being furrounded by an army ib much more numerous than, 
that which he had muftered to oppofe it. 

Having pofted his troops on the left fide of the Bannock,, 
where, on one band, a morafs ^ of confiderable extent, and on 
the other a range of pretty fteep rocks f happened to be, Bruce 
taking advantage of thefe favourable circumftances, and having 
a rivulet, whofe fteep banks were of themfelves a bulwark, in. 
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front, directed deep ditches to be made along the whole extent 
of his line, on the left bank of the rivulet, and ordered them to 
be planted with fharp pointed flakes, covered with turf, fo 
much refembling the natural appearance of the grounds adjacent, 
as to elude the poflibility of detection* 

Excepting the caftles of Berwick, Edinburgh, and Stirling, 
Bruce had feized on the principal fortrefles throughout the king- 
dom. Stirling held out to the laft, having been defended with 
great bravery by Philip de Moubray againil the valour and Ikill 
of Edward Bruce, the king's brother, who in vain made every 
poffible effort to reduce a fortrefs of fo much importance, being 
a key to all beyond the Forth, and, in the event of a defeat, a 
place of fafety and retreat. Tired out, and impatient of fo 
fruitlefs an enterprize, Edward Bruce offered terms of capitula- 
tion to the governor of Stirling caflle, which were agreed to, on 
condition that, if no relief from England arrived by a certain day, 
Moubray fhould open the gates to the befiegers. The day ap- 
pointed was approaching, and the looked-for fuccours not far 
diflant ; for already had Edward commenced his march from 
Edinburgh, whence the firfl day he proceeded to Falkirk, and 
there halted. Having refrefhed his troops moft part of the 
following day, he in the afternoon arrived on the field of battle, 
and pitched his tent nearly oppofite to that of Bruce, who had 
unfurled the royal banner, and awaited his coming. Ere fun- 
fet, when camp was feen almofl joined to camp, a bloody con-. 
Ri€t enfued between a body of Englifh cavalry which had been 
detached to the relief of Stirling caftle, and one of Scotifli 
cavalry : the latter proved viftorious ; and fuch of the Englifh 
as efcaped the flaughter fell back in difmay on the main body 
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of their army. Stung with fhame at this untoward repulfe, 
the vanquilhed vowed vengeance, and terribly kept their word. 
Night clofed on the combatants, and its fhortnefs hardly allowed 
them necefTary repofe. 

By day-break both armies were in motion ; and each combat- 
ant waited in anxious expectation for the (ignal of battle. The 
Englifli array advanced in three divifions ta the brink of the 
rivulet Bannock ; their infantry formed the centre, and was led 
on by the king in perfon; the wings confided chiefly of 
cavalry, and were commanded by the earls of Glocefter and 
Hereford. The Scotifh, forces were alfo drawn up in three 
divifions ; the right wing, which occupied the higheft grounds, 
was commanded by Edward, brother of Bruce ; and the left, 
which ftretched far to the north on the low grounds, was given 
in charge to Randolph, an able and experienced general, on 
whom much depended ; the main body was fupported by Bruce 
himfelf. It is on level ground that cavalry can adl moft to ad- 
vantage. The Englifli, aware of this, vigoroufly charged the 
divifion commanded by Randolph ; while he, anticipating the 
confufion into which the enemy muil fall in their rapid ap- 
proach, when brought into the fnare prepared for them, was 
prepared to rufli on and complete their overthrow. The ftrata- 
gem completely fucceeded; the Englifh horfes fell into the 
concealed ditches, and were thrown into the grcateft diforder. 
At that inftant the Scots charged, and made terrible havock. 
Excited by an irrefiftible curiofity, the Scotifh line preffed for* 
ward to view what was going on in the plain below, when, as 
Bruce was riding in front, in order to make the foldiers keep 
their ranks, an Englifh knight, armed at all points, rode full tilt 
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with his lance couched againft the bread of the Scotifh king ; 
but) miiling his aim, Bruce, with his battle ax, at one ftroke 
brought him to the ground *. Encouraged by this favourable 
omen, the Scotifh infantry came boldly to the charge ; but the 
Englifti archers fo galled them in the onfct, that had not Bruce 
fpeedily difpatched a body of light horfemen to annoy the enemy, 
the fate of the day might have been foon decided. The battle 
now fpread from wing to wing, and ri^ed with the utmoft fury. 
At this time it feemed doubtful to which fide vidtory inclined ; 
when, to the amazement of the Englifh, a frefh army, as it 
were, appeared on the heights to their left, which threatened to 
furround them, and cut oflf their retreat. The danger however 
was not real, as the imagined army confifted only of fuch attend- 
ants on the camp as chance had thrown together, and who having 
with remarkable addrefs drawn up in order of battle, marched 
on leifurely to the heights. Here, with a general fhout, they 
called on their countrymen to ftrike home, and waved their 
mock banner to the wind ; fo that this motly band appeared no 
lefs formidable than if they had carried deftrudlion in their 
ranks. Whether this ftratagem, fo ingenioufly conduded, 
originated among the adors themfelves, or had been precon- 
certed in a council of war among the Scotifh commaiiders, is 
left to conjedure ; the efFed, however, was the fame ; for as 
foon as the Englifti perceived them, fearing left their retreat 
fhould be cut off, they fled in all diredions. The carnage now 
became dreadfuL The Scots fliewed no mercy, and prurfued 
the enemy everywhere. Many fell by the fword, and a vaft 
number, in attempting to efcape, were drowned in the Forth. 

* Buchanan fays, that it was with a truncheon. 

So 
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So great and fo general was the flaughter on both fides^ that 
hiftorians are at a lofs how to eftimate it. Eaflward the ground 
was ftrewed with the ilain for a great length of way. Sir James 
Douglas, who, with a body of light cavalry, led the purfuit, ha- 
railed the rear of the enemy; and had not Edward been received 
by the governor of Dunbar Caftle, and thence fent round by 
water to Berwick upon Tweed, he certainly would have fallen 
into the hands of his purfuers. The flower of the Engliflx no- 
bility lay on the field of battle ; and many were taken prifbners, 
whofe ranfom enriched the vidkorious army. The booty alfo 
was immenfe. From that period Scotland has experienced the 
high advantages procured by the victory obtained over the 
Englifh at Bannockburn : for thus the independence of the Scot- 
ifh crown was eftablifhed, and afterwards maintained, though 
not without much blood, by fucceeding monarchs; till by mutual 
confent an union of the kingdoms was agitated, agreed 10, and 
folemnly ratified, early in the eighteenth century, 

A flight retrofpe£t of the leading points which mark the pro- 
grefs of affairs, from the time when the Englifh were finally 
obliged to abandon their favourite idea of bending Scotland 
under a foreign yoke, may not here be deemed out of place. 

Where monarchy becomes the fountain of honour, emolu- 
ment, and order in a flate, one of the attendant evils is, that 
minors being often called, in the courfe of fucceffion, to the 
high officeof regal dignity, the power delegated to regents and 
others their dependants, during their nonage, becomes the engine 
of oppreflion, and the caufe of civil contentions. If paffive 
imbecility on the one hand, and ferocious refiftance on the other^ 
do not occafion the mifchiefs arifingfrom the illtegulated fyftema 

H that 
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that too fatally obtain in a rude, unlettered age, we are unable 
to account either for that languid apathy, or thofe inordinate 
commotions, which {hake to the centre the eftablifhed order of 
fociety. In perufing the Scotifh annals, this remark feem8 
illuftrated by the events that took place from the time when 
the fucceiTor of Bruce afcended the throne, to that of our (ixth 
James ; whence it appears, that of ten kings, feven were minors, 
and almoft infants* 

Thit haughty and mutinous fpirit, fo predominant in the 
feudal times, was not eafily reftrained among fuch a nobility as 
the Scotifh were, who looked on their fovereign as a being 
created by themfelves, and holding by their fuffrage merely the 
title and immunities of the kingly office. A more unfortunate 
race of kings, perhaps, never exifted than thofe of Scotland. 
Circumfcribed in their authority, and limited in their fortune *, 
they were but ill qualified eitheif to bend to their will an im- 
perious ariflocracy, or to bribe a needy commonalty to fupport 
their vain attempts at abfolute fway : add to this, the power and 
authority of the church, which, in all things temporal as well 
as fpiritual, impeded every movement of government ; and little 

remains to account for the endlefs calamities that befel our 
race of monarchy. 

On the death of the hero of Bannockburn, his fon David 
Bruce, while yet a child of nine years old, was, amidfl the fond 
hopes of the people, called to the throne ; and Randolph, by 

* " I. King Malcolm gaye and diftnbuted all lands of the realm of Scotland among ft 
Ks men. a And refcrved na' thing in propertic to himfelfe^ hot the royall dignltie, and 
the A^utehilif in the towne of Scone. 3. And all his Baron § gave and granted to him 
the warde and relief of t^e heir of ilk Baron, quhen he fould happen to .deceis, for the 
King'i fuftentation.'' Vide Regiam Majeftatem, chap. i. 

univerfal 
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vniverfal tonfent, was chofen Regent. Scarcely, however, had 
thefe events taken place, when Edward, the fon of John Baliol, 
JLing (by appointment of Edward Longftianks) of Scotland^ 
came with a fleet from France ; and on his landing was joined by 
the Englifli who had been difpofTefTed of their lands, and by the 
difaffedled Scotifl) ; fo that in a fhort time he was enabled to pof« 
fefs himfelf of the crown, while David Bruce retired an exile into 
France. Scotland was divided into two parties, the one efpouf^ 
ing the caufe of young Bruce, the other that of the ufurper 
BalioL The latter, being poy erfally fupported by Edward IIL 
of England^^ was goa the point of eftablifliing his pretentions to 
the Scotifh ^rone by a decifive battle, fought on St. Magda- 
lene's day in the year 1333, at Halidon-hill near Berwick; but 
too fatal to the Scotiih army, which, having imprudently eft^ 
gaged the Englifh to difadvantage, once more afforded a 
favourable opportunity to England to lord it over this devoted 
country. The name of Br^ce was heard of only in derifion; 
the Scotifh nobility were almoft annihilated ;. and to fo low a ftate 
had the nation fallen, that fcarcely a body of men fufficient tO' 
face the enemy could be muftered, fo as to keep alive that 
ancient fpirit of independence which, even in the worft of times^. 
charaderized. the inhabitants of the north. Time, however^, 
brought about a more favourable train, of circumftances, and^ 
the Englifh were again driven hence. David Bruce was recalled;. 
and, dying in. the forty-fev^nth year of his age, he, in a fulL 
aflfembly of the flates, appointed Robert Stuart, the firfl of that^ 
name, heir and fucceffor to the Scotifli crown^ 

Richard 11. the cotemporary of Robert Stuart, having levied' 
a. vaft armament, entered Scotland, ravaged the whole country 

Ho. froA^ 
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from the borders to the Forth, and returned triumphant to 
England. Robert in his turn retaliated, by making inroads 
through Cumberland, and at the fame time laying wafte North- 
umberland and the parts adjacent. When that divifion of the 
Scotifli army which was led by Douglas was on its return^ 
loaded with fpoils, it was overtaken at Otterburn near New- 
caftle upon Tync by Percy, and immediately a battle enfued, 
wherein the Englifh were defeated with great flaughter ; in (hort, 
the. reign of Robert Stuart was as turbulent as it was inglorious ; 
and that of his fucceflbr John, hia eldeft fon, (known in hiftory 
by the title of Robert III.) who fucceededtiis father in the 
year 1390, was not more tranquil. * ^ 

To Roben III. fucceeded James I. a prince to whom hiftorians 
fondly afcribe an uncommon fliare of mental accomplifliments ; 
he was at once a poet, a mufician, and pofleffed of high talents 
for government. During the eighteen years that this young prince 
had been detained a ftate prifoner in England, the affairs of his 
kingdom had been ftrangely mifmanaged ; infomuch that his 
revenues were low in the extreme ; robberies had increafed to an 
enormous degree ; the clergy were immoral in their lives j and 
the nobles, proud and imperious, as well as regardlefs of even 
the fhadow of juftice or of royal authority, fcorned every 
effort made by their fovereign to abricjge their power, eftablifh 
falutary laws, and diftribute throughout his dominions more 
equal and impartial juftice. His laudable attempts to civilize a 
rude and barbarous people, and to check the power of a venal 
ariftocracy, coft him his life ; for he was treacheroufly murdered 
by his uncle, in the flower of manhood and career of glory, at 
Perth, A.D. 1437. 

James 
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James IL was alfo a minor, being but feven years of age when 
he afcended the throne ; and, as in his predeceflbr's minority 
and captivity, the realm was governed by Robert Duke of Al- 
bany and his fon Murdo, who both afpired to regal authority ; 
fo in like manner, during the minority of our fecond James, none 
were deemed more worthy of the adminiftration of affairs than 
Sir Alexander Livingfton, who was appointed Regent, and Sir 
William Crichton, Chancellor, an office which he held under the 
late king. Soon after thefe ftatefmen had afTumed the fundliona 
of government, it became but too apparent, that, inftead of up- 
right rulers, the nation had feledied men who purfucd mcafures 
diametrically oppofite to each other, and as void of juftice as of 
found policy. The confequences were fach as might have been 
expefted : the effedls of difcord and mutual jealoufy fo wrought 
on all defcriptions of people, that nothing Was heard of but 
favage ferocity, rapine, and every excefs of diepraved humanity. 
In the midft of thefe diforders, the Earl of Douglas, a youth of 
high family pretenfions and vaft demefnes, regardlefs of royal 
authority, aflerted his independence, and aflumed the (late and 
dignity of majefty, creating knights and fenators with all 'the 
mock pageantry of a court. Such was the complexion of the 
manners which obtained in Scotland during the latter part of 
the fifteenth century. 

Where monarchy is permanent, the exaltation of particular 

families often depends on the prediledion of the reigning prince 

for certain favourites. Thus the family of Boyd, by means of 

the chief of that name having been chofen governor of the 

'kingdom during the minority of James III. (who on the death 

of 
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of his father *, being but an infant of feven years old, afccnded- 
the throne) ; the future grandeur of the Boyds depended on the 
afcendancy to be gained over the affedions of the young king; 
and bis guardian, infinuating himfelf into his good graces, found 
k not difficult to manage the affairs of iiate in the manner beft 
adapted to his ambitious proje£fcs^ 

The education of a prince is among the moft arduous under-*- 
takings ailigned to human ingenuity. In a rude age, void of 
principles confonant to reafon, found policy, and juftice, no won^- 
der if miftakea &tal to the people's happinefs marked the feeble 
reign of our third James*. An immoderate love of favourites^ 
and thofe too not the moft feled, funk him gradually into con?- 
tempt^ and he fell a vidim to the evil confequences which his 
own imprudencies had induced. His reign terminated in an un- 
natural rebellion, headed by his eldeft fon the t)uke of Rothfay, 
a. youth of fifteen, who, partly by threats and partly by promifes, 
had been drawn into it by the indignant nobles. The fatal 
fpot where the weak, and fuperftitious king was treacherouily 
murdered, is ftill pointed out to the enquiring ftrangerf. 

The oircumftances that led to the untimely fate of James 
IlL peculiarly mark the age in which he lived. The ariftocracy 
difregarded^ the authority of kings,, and deemed them of no 
farther ufe, than merely as convenient pivots on which the ma-* 
chine of government turned at pleafure. The king, on the other 

* Jamea II. was hiUtd hj the accidental burfting of a- cannon at the fiege of R6>« 
burgh Caftle, A. D. 1460^ 

f At a fmall village near Bannockburn^ called the Mikotu Part of the mill (known 
by the name of Beaton^ s Mill) is dill extant, and is converted into a dwelling houfe t 
the under wall of which is the remnant of the old buildings. 
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hand, conceived " that noblemen were of his predcceflbrs' mak- 
^' ing, as the coin ; and why he might not put his ftamp upoa 
^ the fame metal, or when thofe old medals were defaced, that 
" he might not refound them, and give them a new print, he 
^ thought no fufficient reafon could be given *." The Scotifh 
nobility and their fovereign, therefore, differing in opinion with 
regard to a new creation of their order, together with other 
Blatters conneded therewith, took the field againft him, as hath 
already been ftated ; and by force of arms convinced his fellowera 
that he was in the wrong, in taking upon himfelf a degree of 
authority to which they had never given their fuffrage. Oa 
nearly the fame fpot where their anceftors boldly encountered the 
Englifh, did the indignant malcontents oppofe their lawful 
fovereign, and gained their point with lefs bloodfhed than 
when Bruce rode triumphant over the tented field, won by his 
ikill and the valour of his combatants. 

On the difcomfiture of his followers, James, who had been 
provided with a fwift charger, was among the firfl that fled. 
In the a£l of leaping a ditch, he fell from his horfe, and was fo 
ftunned by the fall as to be carried inferifible to a mill, where 
he was laid carelefsly in a corner, and covered with a coarfe ' 
garment, till, gradually recovering, lie told his condition, and 
trufted to the care and fidelity of thofe on whofe prdtedkion he 
was caft. In this fituation, feeling himfelf fo weakened hy the 
hurt received as to he appreihenfive of diffolation, he defired 
that if a prieft were at hand he might receive the benefit of 
abfolujtion. At that critical moment three of the king's, moft 
implacable enemies happened to pafs by, one of whom was a 

* Dnimmond of Hawthornd^n's Hillory of the RcIgn of Jamcft III. j^ 60.. 

8 ' prieft^ 
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prieft, if^ho gaVe hbn abfolutioD, indeed, but at the ikme time 
ftabbed him to the heart *. 

If the leign of our third James waa turbulent, that of kU fon 
and fuccefibr was little lefs fo. At the age of fixteen James IV* 
began his reign. Graceful in his perfon, and prepoflfefiing in 
bis manners, he foon gained the confidence and elbeem of his 
fubjeAs, and eventually brought about fuch a reformation in 
the executive government of the kingdom, as laid the founda-^ 
don of thofe effential and permanent benefits, which were more 
iRilIy manilefted in the grand events that took place in the reign 
6{ his immediate fucceffor James V. 

While Henry the feventh of England was improving the 
condition of the poorer claffes of his fubjefks in the fouch, our 
northern boroughs were little more than the appendages of 
feudal greatnefs ; yet a gradual change for the better, by fecret 
and unheeded ways, was in its progrefs in Scotland. A radical 
and moft material alteration took place in the hereditary de- 
mefnes of the nobility. Being enabled to difpofe of their lands, 

m 

the rich and induftrious commoners (who having either accumu- 
. lated the tokens of labour, or rapidly increafed their wealth, in 
the improvement which commerce and the arts were daily 
making), became the purchafers of extenfive tra£ts of country ; 
and, bearing the burthen of the taxes impofed from time to time, 
they rofe gradually into confequence, in the fame proportion as 
the idle and voluptuous nobles fquandered their inheritance ^nd 

a This tragical event happened in June 14889 when the battle which terminated his 
ftuttlcfs ftniggle with fo powerful an ariftocracy was fought^ commonly called the bat- 
tle of Sawiby hunif io named from a fmall brook that runs through a traA of ground 

called «i4k/fr(7«V^/^ 
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diflipated their means*. The populace of the north imitating 
their fouthern neighbours, and wifely forefeeing the time whea 

their induftry and ingenuity were to confer on their pofterity 
riches and honours, let no opportunity flip that might eventually 
turn to their future advantage* Hence the confequence attained 
by our villages ; which, being erefted into a date of municipal in- 
dependence protCiSed by royal authority, became the refidence 
of the merchant, the artizan, and the labourer. Thus we trace 
the origin of our royal boroughs f . 

As wealth in modern times ftrengthens and fupports power, fo, 
in more remote periods of our Scotifh hiftory, we are to afcribe to 
the fame caufe the influence which the lefler barons, or freeholders 
and burghers, obtained in our national councils. The king, by 
thefe means keeping in check the encroachments at which the 
greater barons were continually aiming, gained an afcendancy 
that feemed at times more than an equipoife in the adminif- 
tration of public affairs. Hence the origin of our Parliaments. 
But a Scotifti difiered from an Englifli Parliament in one (per- 
haps) eflential particular, namely, in having but one houfe of 
reprefentatives, confiding of Great Barons, Prelates, and Free- 
holders, and delegates from boroughs % ; and, ftrange as it may 
feem, the leflTer Barons and Burghers §, little folicitous in an 

* ** The ered^ion of Royal Boroughs in Scotland^ is at leail as early as David I ;*' 
See Arnot's Hill, of Edin. p. 462. 

f See this fubjeft elegantly illuftrated In the writings of Smith and Hume. 

J See Lord Kaimes* Eflays on Brit, Antiq. 

J In a preamble to the laws of Robert III. Burgefles are mentioned for the firft time 
Ibid. See Robertfon's Hid. of Scotland, book I. 

I age 
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age when the convocation of a Parliament was a matter of mere 
form, thought it no inconfiderable grievance to be the paffive 
witnefles of the regiftration of laws enadted without their de- 
liberation, or with fcarcely any deference to thofc opinions 
which they might entertain on the meafures propofed for adop- 
tion ; as at that period little was to be gained, a very fhort time 
was confumed in our feflions of Parliament, A fele£t body 
called Lords of the Articles managed every thing relative 
to bufinefs, as beft fuited the views and intentions of the con- 
vocation. Such, then, was the complexion of the times when 
our fourth James afcended the Scotifh throne ! 

The influence of the nobles approximating to its natural level 
from various caufes, fome of which have been already ftated, 
James, eager to advance the general good of his fubjeds, cordi- 
ally united with the higher orders of the ftate in every laudable 
effort to raife our commerce in the fcale of national importance. 
The father of this young prince delighted in the arts of peace ; 
and in his time a tafte for architedlure and other arts manifefted 
itfelf in fome degree in Scotland. The fame tafte for fplendour, 
intermingled with higher notions of magnificence, chivalry, and 
a delight in warlike preparations, charaderized the reign of 
James V., who, to other mental endowments, joined the high 
qualities of generofity, magnanimity, and perfonal bravery. 
The mutual confidence which fprung up in the bofoms of James 
and his nobles, was but too fatally terminated by his untimely 
death, and the almoft total extindion of their order, on the 
field of Flowden. This woeful event is pathetically lamented 
in a popular fong, the melody of which is foothing and tender 
in the extreme : 

Odool 
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O dool for the order fent our lads to the border ! 

The Engli(h for ance by guile gat the day ; 

The Flowers o* the Foreft * that aye flionc the foremoft, 

The prime o' our land lyes cauld in the clay. 

** We'll hear nac mair liltin at our ewes milkin : 

The women and bairns are dowie and waci 

Sighen and moaning on ilka green loaning 

Sin' our braw foreflers arc a* wede away." 

How fo many of the Scotifh nobility happened to fall in the 
battle of Flowden field, is accounted for by our hiflorians in 
the following manner : James, whofe romantic ideas of honour 
had led him to give battle to the Englifh, while in fond dalliance 
he wafted time in the arms of a fair captive, negleded his army, 
which, haying advanced into Northumberland with fire and 
fword, was on its return with an immenfe booty, impatient of 
reaching home ; and being in a barren wild, where every com* 
fort neceflary for the field was wanting, the common foldiers 
deferted the royal ftandard, and ftole off with their fpoils, be- 
fore their commanders were aware of the dangers to which 
they were expofed by fuch daftardly condud. To this may be 
added the difaffedion of Lord Hume, wiio, together with his 
vailals, retired early from the field of battle f* The nobles^ 
however, faithful to their beloved fovereign, fliared in the dan- 
gers to which his imprudencies had expofed him, rather than 
abandon him in fuch critical circumftances ; when few, compa- 
ratively fpeaking, but their immediate dependants, followed their' 
example, and met their untoward fate. 

After the fate of James IV, was afcertained, (for as the dif^ 
after was fo general and calamitous as fcarcely to feem real, at 
firft it was doubtful whether he might not have efcaped the 

* A tr7L& of country fo called near die borders. * f Buchan. lib. xiii. 
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enemy's hands, and wandered fomewhere in difguife,) fome 
time elapfed before a perfon qualified for the important office of 
Regent (the young king being an infant of little more than two 
years of age *) could be feleded. At length the Duke of Al- 
bany, a native of France, was invcfted with this high mark of 
national diftinftion. Twelve years did this bold and enterpriz- 
ing man exercife the funftions of authority, ere the ariftocracy, 
who during that period had in fome meafure recovered from 
the blow fuftained in the battle of Flowden, rendered it neceffary 
for him to refign the unlimited power that his high notions of 
prerogative led him to exercife. When the Regent retired to 
France, eight perfons were named to affift occafionally the young 
monarch in his deliberations. One of thefe eight, namely the 
carl of Angus, by marrying the widowed queen, became eventu- 
ally the fole governor of his fon-in-law the young prince. 

In Cardinal Beaton, Angus found his match in politics j and 
James, having aflumed the government, difcovered in this 
ambitious prelate a perfon admirably adapted to his grand 
defign of humbling the nobility. At this period the clergy had 
arrived at the acme of their profperity. Riches had put with- 
in their reach the means of indulging their grofs voluptuoufnefs. 
The faireft portions of the land had become the inheritance of 
the church j and by this time churchmen had acquired an almoft 
unconquerable afcendancy over the minds of the unthinking 
part of mankind. But extremes will meet : the reformation of 
religion, which had made fo great a progrefs on the continent, 
had reached the fouthern parts of this ifland, and its influence 
fpread even acrois the Tweed. An innovation fo fatal to the 

* Pittfcotie^t hiftoTj. 
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efaurch) and not lefs fo to the nobility, was by no means dedrable 
to either party. James, feizing this favourable opportunity of 
oppofing interefl: to intereft, called the clergy into his fecret coun- 
cils J in which fituation, feeling their own importance, they dili- 
gently applied themfelves to intrenching the temporal immunities 
of their order within royal authority ; tr ufting to the weaknefs of 
fuperftitious minds, as the chain by which they kept the fureft hold 
of their peculiar privileges. Thus they thought to fet at defiance 
any attempts which hot-headed reformers might make to under- 
mine the interefts of the holy Catbolic-cburcb. In this, however, 
the clergy were miftaken ; for the reformation of religion was 
making flow but fure progrefs ; while men of talents, fmcere in 
the caufe, and zealous to promote by every poffible means its 
deareft intereft, were working in fecret to accomplifh their grand 
defign, the ultimate objeft of their wifhes. 

Henry VIII. the uncle of our young monarch, at one time 
perfecuting the Catholics, at another the Proteftants, fometimes 
defending the faith againft the dodrine of heretics, and at others 
the champion of freedom in religious opinion, exhibited an 
example of licentioufnefs and inconfiftency that was foon imi- 
tated by his royal ntphew. The latter pbflefled no common 
degree of intelledual vigour, and wanted not the means by 
which \o humble the pride of the nobility, render churchmen 
fubfervient to the plan he formed to eftablifh his own power 
beyond the reach of controul, and make the royal prerogative 
paramount to law and eftablifh ed cuftom. The meafures that 
followed were admirably calculated to enfure fuccefs. The 
clergy's temporaltics depending on the pleafure of the king, he 
knew beft how to fecure their fupport, as involved in his inde- 
pendence 
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peadence and fafety. Learning had by this time made confidcr* 
able advances in Scotland ; and while the nobility remained iQ 
their ancient ignorance, the clergy had not negle^ed altogether 
the cultivation of humanity and other branches of fcience, which 
gave them a degree of confequence far above their wonted fliarc 
in government according to the ancient conftitution of Scoti(h 
Parliaments*. 

In order, perhaps, the more efFedu^lly to bind to his intereft 
the dignified order of the ecclefiaftics, James oppofed the re- 
formers with the utmoft rigour ; and fuch were the wanton 
cruelties exerqifed in the prpfecution of what was then deemed 
juflice^ that Henry himfelf was outdone by his royal nephew of 
Scotland. James's refentment feemed particularly directed to 
the total deftru£tion of his late guardians the Earl of Angus, and 
his accomplifhed fitter Jane Douglas. The former was baniflied 
the country for ever ; and the latter was burnt for witchcraft, 
and fuppofed treafonable pra^ices againft the life of the deluded, 
and by this time imbecile, monarch. But, ere James funk be-^ 
neath his mortifications and difappodntments, he difplayed talents 
that well became a patriotic prince who deferved the high 
regard and confidence of his fubjeds. His minority was long, 
and marked with every fpecies of robbery and malverfation. 
The more efFedually to check thefe enormities, he adminiftered 

* ** Under the feudal government, the church, being reckoned a third eftate, had its 
*' reprefentativea in Parliament \ the number of thefe was confidcrable, and they pofiefied 
^** great influence in that affembly. The fuperftition of former kings, and the zeal of an 
** Ignorant age, had bellowed on ecclefiaftics a great portion of the national wealth ; 
«« and the authority which they had acquired by the reverence of the people was fu- 
** perior even to that which they derived from their riches," Robertfon's Hiftory of 
Scotland, Book L 

■ 
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juftice in pcrfon, and inftituted a court*, which none fince hath 
furpafled in wifdom and the impartial adminiilration of whole* 
fome laws. 

The time was now at hand when the glory of the Scotifh 
crown was verging toward its departure* James, who outlived 
his reputation as a man and as a prince, forefaw the evils to 
which his race was deftined. At the very jun£lure when Scot- 
land, emerging into notice among nations, became a defirable 
objeft of alliance, another minor, and that too a female, fuc- 
ceeded to the Scotifh throne ; and no period of our hiftory was 
more productive of ftriking events than the reign of Mary 
Queen of Scots. 

Bowed down with cares that preffed hard on his ambition, and 
feeling himfelf unable any longer to counteraft the fecret influence 
of the Englifli court in his councils ; unfuccefsful in the field f, 
and foiled in his attempts to fubdue the turbulent fpirit of the 
nobility ; his enterprizes rendered abortive, his vanity mortified, 
and his refentment little more than the faint image of his former 
power, James, the high-minded, ambitious prince, became 
thoughtful, referved, peevifli and melancholy; till at length, his 
mind brooding over the viciffitudes of a turbulent reign, his 
difordered imagination reprefented every profpedl: as full of ter- 
ror and difafter. In this deplorable depreffion of intelleft, he- 
was relieved by death, which happened at Falkland on the 14th 
December 1542 ; his infant daughter Mary, who fucceeded 
him, being only a few days old. 

• The Council of Seffion. 

f The battle of the Solway Mofs, fo fatal to the Scotifh army, kd on by the 
king's (avourite Oliver Siaclair, was fought 24th Auguft 1542. 

^ No. 
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No period of the Scotifh hiftory is more deferving of particular 
attention and calm inveftigation, than the reign of the unfortu- 
nate Queen of Scots ; but, inftead of the hiftorian's fearch- 
ing for the true caufes of events, we too often find him per- 
plexing himfelf with vain conjed:ures and ideal authority, that 
mifguide the impartial inquirer after truth, and leave him in 
error or painful uncertainty. 

From her earlleft infancy Mary feems to have experienced a 
fate, varied as unfortunate, rarely the lot of thofe elevated to the 
higheft rank. In her better days, with charms peculiarly in- 
tercfting as to perfon, and a mind highly cultivated for the age 
in which (he flourifhed, (he enjoyed all the pleafures which fuch 
a fplendid and voluptuous court as that of France afforded. At 
the tender age of fix years (he was conveyed in the fleet that 
brought over the French forces, under the command of Strozzi, 
to the Regent's afliftance, out of her native dominions, to fliare 
the royal dignities of France. To the habits and aflbciations 
acquired by her in her earlier years, are to be afcribed the 
indifcretions of her after-life; to which muft be added the 
manners and morals of the times, as well as the progrefs that 
civilization had made amid the rage of contending factions, and 
that ungovernable fpirit of innovation and intrigue which fo 
generally obtained throughout Europe toward the middle of the 
fixteenth century. 

On the death of her father James V. Mary afcended the throne, 
unconfcious of the elevated ftation in which (he was deftined to 
move, while as yet her infant days glided by in all the extafy of 
innocence and unmingled joy. Her mother, Mary of Lorraine, 
the Queen Dowager, together with the crafty Beaton, favoured 

the 
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the interefl: of the French in Scotland ; and, for the purpofe of 
preferving their power, the former proje<Sted the marriage of her 
infant daughter to the Dauphin of France ; which event taking 
place, left the Queen Dowager and the Cardinal uncontrolled in 
ihe exercife of their government. 

It is faid, that Beatoun, while he attended the death-bed of 
the late king, forged a will, wherein he nominated himfelf to 
the Regency ; but his pretentions foon fell to the ground, and 
his influence even in church afl^irs began to decline apace. 
Still, however, he had fo much fway in the government, during 
the earlier part of the adminiftration of his fucceflbr the Earl of 
Arran (next heir to the Queen), as to prevent any material ad- 
vance in the reformation of religion : notwithftanding which;; 
its progrefs was fecret and ftable. Popular execrations in deep 
murmurs were heard with fear and trembling, while many vic- 
tims fell facrifices to religious perfecution; and the. court, at a 
iofs hpw to ad confiftently with its own fafety, connived at the 
enormity of the meafures purfued by the church. 

Henry of England, defirous of uniting both kingdoms, had 
gained the promife of his niece the infant Queen in marriage 
for his fon Edward. His rage, therefore, became exceflive. 
when he underftood that his views were completely fruftrated, 
and that France had gained the afcendancy in the Scotifli court, 
by the marriage of the Dauphin to the Scotilh Queen. He both 
threatened and executed vengeance. The battle of Pinkey* 
is memorable for the dreadful overthrow of the Scotifli army. 
Yet, by this difafter, the EngUfh profited lefs than the French : 
for Scotland, which had fo long refifted the Englifh yoke, 

* Fought loth Sept. I547i , . 

K tamely 
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tamely yielded its independence to France, and became little 
better than a province of that kingdom ; while both coantriea 
Wer^ lulled into the pleafitig delufion that the union of the 
crowns was completed by the marriage of the Queen of Scots 
to the Dauphin of France. 

Meanwhile, the reformation was rapidly advancing* Cardinal 
Beatoun had met the reward of his manifold cruelties and ads 
of oppreffion, though not in a legal way * ; and many converts 
of the firft rank had warmly efpoufed the new do^rines, which 
gained ground daily,- and were embraced with all the enthufiafm 
that novelty could infpire. 

Every circumftance feemed ta accelerate the caufe of the 

Proteftants. Become formidable to- their enemies, they were 

courted even by the Queen-dowager, who, through a fyften^ 

of intrigue, obliged the Regent himfelf to refign his office if^ 

ker favour j and hence, though dire&Iy contrary to her views 

and intentions^ the reformation gsuned the afcend^iey of 

the political interefts in Scotland. , In England, Elizabeth, with 

jfto reludant hand, aided the grand project of religious liberty 

which obtained fo generally on the continent. Sandioned by 

luch high authority, popular errors were quickly difpelled ; and- 

the Englilh Froteftants, ftUl fmarting with the cruelties of Mary,. 

eagerly embraced every <^portunity &E improving the conditicMi 

of their lufiering brethren in Scotland. To thefe circumftances^ 

♦ The perpetrator ef Beatouii*i affaflination was one Norman Leslie, the eldefl. 
Ion of the EaH of Rothes, who with ftngular addrcf *, together with a few ehofen af» 
hcwtith fcised on the ctftk of St. Andrew's^ turned out, without injurlngy the domef* 
tics, and " delivered their countryy though by a mod unjuftifiable adion, from an^ 
ambitiens man, whofe* pride was infuppovtable to the nobles, as his cruelty and cunning 
were the great checks ta the vtSaOMtiM**^ R^bcrtfoo's Hid. of Scotland. ^ 

then,. 
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then, in no fmall degree, U the rapid progrefs of the reformaitioa 
in the north to be attributed. 

The riches of the church, which had accumulated through 
ages, were too tempting not to prompt the worldlj-^mlnded t9 
grafp at them, under the ipecious pretence of zeal for religion *• 
The diflbluteneis of the clergy^, together with their ignorance^ 
infolence, and cruelty, excited honeft indignation in the breads 
of fmcere men devoted to what .^Sbfij deemed a glorious caqfe. 
Taking all thefe confiderations if)to the account, it .may be 
plainly perceived in what manner the mip48 of men came gra- 
dually to embrace dodrines le& mcOQfiflqnt with reafon, in 
preference to the gro& .idolatry cf the ^hurch of .Rome. 

Ths Lords os THB Conghzg ation, as they called them- 
selves, countenanced in their proceedings by Queen Elizahethy 
were ever on the watch to counterad the meafiures of the Queen 
Regent, who made no fegret of promoting, the ipterefls and 
ambitious views of France with regard to Scotland. To for- 
ward the Preiby terian caufe, Elizabeth had fent fupplies of 
-money ; and a formidable army was on its march to join the 
rebel Lords, when Mary of Loraine thought it high time to 
exert hcrfeJf in defence of the religion of her fathers, and the 
hereditary dignities of her only child, the Dauphinefs of France 
and Queen of Scots. A French army, having arrived as aujcili- 
aries, laid wafte the country around Edinburgh, and, retiring 
into Leith,V fortified the citadel and town, the Queen Regent 
being at their head with a determin.ed refolution to defend her 
caufe to the utmoft. During the fiegetj which lafted three 

* Little left than one half of the property of the nation hadJalUn inta the hands of 
a fockty which is always acquiring, and can never lofc, Robcrtfon. 

f April 1560. Burrers Diary. See Lcfly, Lindfay, &€• 

K 2 months, 
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tinaided by any on whofe wifdom, talents, integrity, fteadinefs, 
courage, or attachment, to her perfon, fee could rely, we fre- 
quently fee her the dupe of her ignorance, and the fport of 
crafty cabal. Nothing feemed fo much to contribute to the 
miferies of her fhort and unhappy reign, as the gaiety and 
Splendour which her French attendants exhibited, to the gloomy 
reformers, and to the ftern nobility who had joined the Congre^ 
gation. The fpirit of envy broke loofe, and every thing which 
liad even the appearance of decoration, either in the palace or 
in the church, was marked for deftru^ion. Thofe who but 
lately had been perfecuted became now the perfecutors, and ^ 
Icnew no bounds in the execution of their pious meafures 
againft "Papifts and whoremongers/' In fhort, Mary faw with 
concern, that to contend with fanaticifm was but to add fiiel to 
a flame already fpread far and wide through the kingdom; 
and to divert the diftradion of men^s minds, until fome more 
favourable opportunity prefented of reftoring tranquillity to the 
church, was the firft objeft that demanded her attention. ITiere 
had been no offspring by her late huiband Francis* Many aC- 
pired to the honour of becoming the partner of her bed and 
throne ; but none feemed fo forcibly to ftrike her fancy, and 
captivate her heart, as Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley, a youth 
Whofe education and perfonal attraiiions, if hiftory fpeak truth, 
by no means juftified her choice. The fequel of this imprudent 
choice is but too well known ; and, in contemplating the in- 
famous tranfadions fubfequent to this unfortunate ftep, Mary 
appears to fink beneath the common level of the meaneft profti- 
tute hackneyed in the ways of intrigue and diffimulation. Hif- 
torians, from a romantic fpirit of miftaken gallantry, have 

1 1 attempted 



attempted ta throw the. coimJu^ of Que^n Mary intp aew 
lights^ arrayed io the fpotlefs robe of innoceiiQe i but it were 
better to caft into fhade what the fteady hsind of truth hath CO 
record refpedting the dire tranfafkions of thb period of our 
Scotifh hiftory. In extenuation, might be urged t;he fpirit of 
the times^ the force of example, the peculiar circumftances, un<» 
iavourable as ungovernable, and many other ca\ife8, in no fmall 
degree deftrudive of a juft re^itude of conduct ; yet it mud 
be cottfefTedy that no feries of caufes, however imperious, ought 
^er to be admitted in palliaition of eflfeda fo totally fubverfive 
of the laws of nature and conventional fan^^iom 

No fooner had Mary beftowed the matrimonial rights on heif 
buiband, 9nd, with the copfent of her Barons and Freeholders^ 
conferred the title of King on him^, than rebellion and confpiracx 
began to ihew their hideous fornxs. To the afTafllnatioti of 
Rizzio, fucceeded the murder of Darnley ; and fuperadded tQ^ 
thefe enormities, the fpirit of religious perfecution raged through^ 
out the kingdom with unabating fury* The Prefbyteri^ns ha^ 
wged on the fall of Rizzio, while the murder of Darnley w^t 
planned and perpetrated by the Catholics; both parties feizing; 
their opportunities, through (he irregularities of p^flioti, ^n4 
the img;iiarded moments of unfufpe^ing %urit;y.. It was ^t 
this time that Mary pradifed the art» of 'diflimulation with 
confummate addrefs. No {boner had Darnley proilituted 
his hoQOur and health in every fpecies of debauchery, th^n^ 
to eomplete his career, he muft need9 participate in the: 
foul ad of the aiTaifination of a fuppofed rival. His turn> 
Iiowever, came next* Mary put on the ihew of recopcilia^ 

tiom 
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tion with her hufband, while, if fhe was not acceflkry to, at leaft 
fhe was not altogether ignorant of, an intention to rid her and 
her party of one who was deemed unworthy of fo high a ftation, 
at a period too fo big with the great events that were about to 
be eftabliflied. Darnley was murdered ; and Bothwell in a fhort 
time after filled his place in the too fufceptible bofom of 
Mary. Thefe circumftances were but too fatally calculated to 
bring her into difgrace and contempt with her fubjeds. She 
was hunted down, and her perfonal liberty difpofed of. Bereft 
of her kingdom, and immured in the folitude of a ftate prifou 
for eighteen years, through the fliameful intrigues of a relative, 
whofe true interefts fhould have induced her to make every 
exertion to reinftate the unfortunate viftim to her former great- 
nefs, Mary, the once accomplifhed and lovelieft of women, was 
fuSered to languifli, and expiate her indifcretions in all the 
anguifh of difappointment, regret, and a tender recoUeftion of 
the earlier part of her exiftence, during which fhe placidly glided 
down the ftream of life, its banks being luxuriantly (haded from 
too intenfe heat, and fheltered from every cafual blaft. Such 
was the retrofpe£l prefented to the mind of Mary, and it muft 
have cut to the foul an imagination and fenfibility lefs lively 
than fhe muft be fuppofed to have retained to the end of her life. 
Death, therefore, came a welcome gueft to relieve a much-in- 
jured captive. But let execration blight the hand that figned 
the death-warrant of one who had fuffered a thoufand deaths, 
while eighteen years confinement was not fufiicient to quiet the 
apprehenfions of an ambitious and a too jealous rival Queen. 

The condud of the Scots with regard to their imprifoned- 
Queen muft ever continue an indelible ftain on the national 

charaAer* 
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character. An attecnpt to exculpate fuch condud would be 
the grofleft infult to honefty and truth. Let it remain a humi- 
liating inftance, that, amidft the fury of contending fadtions, even 
the majority of a people may perfevere for a length of time ia 
thoughtlefs errors fatal to humanity and juftice. 

While Mary was in the hands of the rebels, who had ruth- 
tefsly detained her, (he was compelled to redgn the regal dignities 
in favour of her fon, an infant of a year old, who was crowned 
at Stirling agth July 1567. It is worthy of remark, that, at 
this coronation, both Prefbyterians and Papifts laid afide their 
mutual jealoufies, and affifted at the ceremony. After a fermon 
preached by that Arch-Reformer John Knox, the Bilhop of 
Orkney anointed, put the crown on the head, the fvvord by 
the fide, the fceptre in the hand of the infant King, " to the 
bringing to him (fays Lindfay) of every one of which, prayers 
.were made in the Scotilh tongue, wherein the whole ceremony 
was faid and done*." At the fame time Murray, the Qucen^s 
natural brother, was declared Regent, The education of the 
royal infant was entrufted to George Buchanan ; who, together 
with his pupil, refided chiefly in Stirling Caflle, 

About a mile from Bannockburn, we pafs through the 
Village of St. Ninian's. One thing remarkable will ftrike the 
traveller in his way through St. Ninian's, namely, the disjundion 
of the parifh-church from its fteeple. In the year 1746 the 
church belonging to this fteeple, then occupied as a magazine by 
the rebel army of Charles Edward Stuart, was blown up ; but 
the fteeple was untouched, and ftill remains a monument of that 
^vent. The prefent church was built foon after the deftrudlion 

* Hilioryx>f Jame« VI. 
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bf the former, and it was deemed unfafe to attach the new ta 
any fragment of the old buildings. Hence the lingular appear-* 
ance which the church and (leeple of St Ninian*s exhibit to a 
ftranget. One thing deferves particular notice with regard ta 
the ecclefiaftical eilabliihment of this church. In the year 178^ 
the right of patronage was purchafed by the parifhioners ; and, 
every head of a family having a right to vote in the election of 
the clergyman, a majority of voices is in all cafes decifive. This, 
privilege, when not abufed, is great indeed. Were individual pre- 
fentations in right of hereditary patronage thus abolifhed, either 
by an equivalent from Government, or by voluntary contribu- 
tions, as was the cafe in the inflance jufl: mentioned, much 
comfort might refult, and petty fchifms in church eftablifhments 
ceafe. 

At the parochial fchool of St. Ninian's the Greek and Roman 
elaflics are taught, together with Englifh, arithmetic, and various 
branches of pradlical mathematics. 

It has already been remarked, that the fields in the immediate 
vicinity of Stirling, particularly on the fouth fide, were in for* 
mer times the fcenes of contending armies. Many of the adjap 
cent grounds that lie round the village of St. Ninian's ftill letaia 
names fignificant of the tragical events which occurred during 
the bloody times alluded to. Three battles were fought at difr 
tant periods on thefe fields. The firft on record was fought on 
the 13th of September 1297, and the Englifh defeated*; the 
fecond, on the 24th of June 1314, when again the Englifh were 

• The defeat of the Englifh army, commanded by Hugh Creffingham and John 
Earl of Surrey, waB cffedcd at Corn-town on the north bank of the Forth ; and Wallace, 
who commanded the Scotifii patriots, purfuing the Englifh as far as Torwoodi com* 
pkted. theic oTcrthrow near St. Ninian'e. 

totally 
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-'^*5?' ^ ^'''' ^™'' '^^ ^^'^ ^ ^*^' of June 

B'wn^hc rebels againft the father, as al- 
^18 j^'^e of this work f. 
fft^EitPg-'A^S^WfWJOrotn the fouth, is faid to bear fomc 
^^SlriHfiS.S'VS^Pllifi'W*"^""^^'^ ^^^ coiifidcr the caftic of 
»..«».™ •• iH llig ^'rocks as fufficieut to raifc ia tUc 

D^^S^SFiift^ caa hold good in no oiher re- 
^i^^::^r there is a material difference j for 
Eg55^ing3T^h caftlc ftands is entirely infulated, 
^•a^q^fiDurlinod ; wherens, on the contrary, 
i4? uSi^.;;^ wli 1 on Stirling caRlc is fituatcdj 
•^igs^cixs the rocks on which the fordfica- 
^ t^T^CS'v ititit it hardly interrupts the chain 
cge^ t^ii'K watei 8 edge at the bridge over the 
■ ^<j^^ Efeaj^'Si^c^e on the fouthern ridcre of which 
^i= s'^#vM ¥^S^ ondufted with great art and admi- 
g}^3*S j5f>^ 'S'^lia'ic' profped^ of which bnguage 
1 1| %S |at ould not fall infinitely fliort of 
JaM. § «&> J'whLie prciented to view :]:. 
' ~ ■ ■ « i 

■ )« d) J iltd 11 fon.; k,.gt:i. Ta a r.;!J no', fsi 
.,, ,« Svn 11 d tiic borc-llune, having 4 cociriderabh 

f ^ -ffi thft. il lt.^r,Jard > ■" Btutc ■■■.aa !'- J, ia.iini 
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'j6 EDMONSTON^S WALKS- 

Devoid of feeling muft the mind be, that does not enjoy tHe 
fenfationa which the objefts to be met with in Edmovjlon s-nvalh 
are calculated to raife. Let not any fuch afcend the craggy- 
wilds round which this path is conducted : in vain, to him, doth 
nature fpread forth her grandeur, in rude, fublime, and fantaftic 
forms ; he feels not their impreffive force : they awaken not in 
his bofom the glow of fentiment and aflbciation of ideas whence 
the mental feaft of pure delight is furnifhed. 

To view with advantage the profpeds commanded from Ed- 
monftonVwalks, we ought to enter them where they begin, and 
proceed as they afcend through the wooded precipice, till wc 
gain the fumniit, and clear the umbrage ; when, all at once, the 
Grampian mountains burft into view. An extenfive plain,, 
brown, and feemingly barren, fpreading from beneath thefe 
mountains, wherein glimpfes of the river Teith, in its approach 
to the Forth, are caught, forms a fine contrail to the folemn 
gloom of the diftance ; if haply dreams of floating light Ikim 
along in movements flow, gradual, and almofl: imperceptible, the 
cflfedt muft be impreflTive in a high degree ; and if at the fame 
time, as is often the cafe, particularly in the morning early the 
mift afcend the bofom of the mountains, while the top cliffs 
catch vividly the fun's rays, and refled them with fo mild a 
luftre as to harmonize and enliven the whole, aflbciations are 
raifed in the mind, of beauty and fublimity blended in one vaft 
whole, comprehending the true charaderiftics of Scotifli fcenery 
on the greateft poflible fcale. . The ftupendous heights that bound 
the horizon are fkreened by two lefler ridges which run nearly 
parallel in the direction of north-eaft towards Stirling, and in- 
clofe the extenfive plain already noticed, called the Vale of 

4 * Montckh. 
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fjlSi^py parts, is highly cultivated^ and 

a3Bt||Ue. In other parts, as may natur- 

|»§|u(|l#> wards the foot of the mountains, 

j/$]ff§^'^5§'§;l»i|>-e fterile, till woods and rocks for- 

rtllldj ||1f|t||jjn^jS^''s induftn'; hut mn.n's ingenuity 

[:^H!|i|'||H^*?jflS*fiHkcs even rocka and woods contri- 

iV^W'-'.^^ants ; for the minerals in thefe 

rgnigl^Ir^ant ; and the woods yield to their 

^liJJIcB t@Bis for bark and charcoal ; particu- 

c|^ra||«|feM3iging to Drummond of Perth, the 

•^'•H'^-'^ of Montrofe, to whom the princi- 

■~ 'SS""SS ■*': 

i:g*i:^",eg~>:Sn view belongs. 

^ciSpIy"*::^^! the right hand, and turning to- 

i^;:Scf^;Ju>ld, iprcad under tlie eye, a plain 

^O^tgi^Iarfe, through which the windings 

s^B^^t:^: interefting part of the profpeft. 

E§:iSei:i*i-^iJ^?i§fr, which ia navigable ns far as the 

^^:cP:^i^'.gtVs3ea of utility as well as grandeur. 

■'W^. ^?^^^-'^'^i^"j •" almoft every creek and pcn- 

" l^i^'^*^*^'^^'^" manfions, fnug farm-houfcs, 

.igv^^'i^j amid corn-fields, mc.ido:vs, and 
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ItjS , Sjuidus-kenneth, 

||^4i)||i£k||l¥>g<:¥r, over the lioufe- we fur- 

•^^Jf'I^pM^wf'e profp^a thus p he moft 

||i|jtii^-ipj4§.^fra'*0ta'd(ile -ground is liambus- 

||j^gfc§ §?ft|v§.|l iljower of which, the ruthlefs hand of 
''*§^M*'^'^'^ violent paroxifms of rcligioT/s refor~ 
larcd. 

o-,v a venerable ruin, was in former 
■||^:l;'a^^^ti^i>^ii^rablu confcquciiue. It! 
:fi!M-#^*M$3feI-'|Si» Js, in truth, one of i 
•l^^"'!-^.'^^^ »r?i^''*^'"S ^'^ bpottifwood ■', 
-*f^r^q|.:^-^g;.^^Ij«s;d L of Scotland, for c 
;sftS::iS:fi?|r^^ ^^u^ine, who were deflgned - 
.|.*§^^tf:cfii|jS^»=i:werc from Artois. By 
:g^'i'^r^"^^t^jl2'|:£' James III. and liis Queen were I)uncd 
"||3|jt^%»t§!a^tSlj|[;5imctciy ; but this is uncertain. When 
■^^^i(S>-fs^cii-^ii|3ce of the Scotiih court, the*Abbots «f 
^^S^liffiii^&ffiSs^:^'*^ generally men entrufted with important 
•f&iaiilia^)^*^fflS.s:S' ilate: for example, when, in the year 
*^ET:i:^Sp^«fJ':§r;|5ftic<: was inftitijted by James V. the Ah- 
:|^r§'Sii:^r'J:^';ifa<('fr Mih, was the lirft prelident of the 
^^Ml^^^i^^^^l^of cf the power wl'.:c!\ tlic ehurch then 

^S&M'^^^^^aa^wW @m ^^ &M. ®w ^ &m ji^ 

■i-SiSi^S^S'^B''^ JS-^ •J4' '» •& "2s* ' 

« iiW^mW'm''^'M «1 ^*^ "% ^'St^ •: 

ir»B^B..Mi -^ .s» -S* Bi ,*K Jar 

r^^<^0*5i* "'^ *^ "^^ *'^ *^ -3% 

.-.^K- -^ ^ *» '^ ,im "^ xr 'Sk, 
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0«^$ia range of rocks, called the Abbey 
KyS^r^Jthe water's edge benenUi the brow 
^1 'W'H H***^'*^ feature of the prnfpcift. Iin- 

If ||W{Si|«8;il#alc of Devon (ftieltered from the 
Jjm^ljg.gjfiOaStgliills, which extend in a nonh- 

Pi;§Si''SwFwi»cultivatcd a 



TUption they fall into the 

i and adorned with woods 

|J?i»:c^c^ceof thi"; valley, ^/on, a fea port of 

l:s|«ia»^* From M.7 the eye is actra^ed 

5-pS2*;Sb»blacc ia which, with d.;e veneration, 

^;^^.r^;hjvc belonged to R'^bcrt di Baicc^ 

gEbsM^-t^that celcbiated hero. In times of 

liiattigafe of the Forth, is rather cxtenlive. 

»- -if w -%• 

5i;S;^;^iIbagie and Kennet-pans, though 

^=^S^|r^^l^7§'3S''^''t@-^- j^^'o^ '^y^» ^^^ productive in no 

''»S"^i^^^^^^'^"'^'^^^^'"'^' ^""^ contribute a large furr. to 

^l^^-'^'ijs^ ^^•'si^S^-'^s ■'^- mcr.- popular, as yielding one 

':ME^_a|i^^^:giSS:i:B-Aes of life ; and formerly thefe were, 

B>a^Ef:^:*6wncrs. The coal and. Urae works, 

t fpirit and fnccefs. In fliort, whatr 

n the banks of this river, has many 

S^^'ts f;ilour;^fuch,| ~ ~ 
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IP^ CRAtGFORTII. 

AM'^S'I'I IHMW ■ w beneath u3 : tlie of 

g»i«Ili|l#M;f »|;n.c"nt of eatth.ia ike 

l^Mi9bH^Ml<S^vf'S' S^* ttaditlon records* r , ere 

'l^A &iM ■4M^ai|| 9>Iendour and magnificence. 1 his fpot 
ffijK'HgM-jpj^cl^iV^iy"' gardens ; but nothing is now to be 
^S'-Rb'w1B''8'II'^M^^'^^'' ^"'"I'^ of fruit-trees. The exten- 

■(^li^^rgv^Tfirll turned off, thoug 

li^slp^tS^^ fine range for field t 

bc^^^ifie top, on whofe accli 

(JC§^^"iS^J^ is feen ftieTtered amo 

it^Iryp^- thefe objcdls, and m: 

;:c^iiSU^<^-^l^d^%bt to dwell on in its 

[liaatl^S^^'^l^'^rance pad vie ilili tildes, and to awaken 

the mind of one accuftomed to 

we get diredlly under the" walls dt 

; to criifli by irs fall anyaffailants 

to rittempt a breach on this fide. On. 

the h:inging precipice, we find the 

^c^^'"^*^5|L'J^^y'^ ! 3nd here it 'ia tliat the ialinon- 

(gi^rgifcia^-^ich is fo lucrative to thofe concerned in 




^'^^hi^lfifi^^^i to 
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irAjBigreat antiquity *. So early as tHe 

j|^;(j|!Dr.vid II., from being a Convent 

_ _ Jlsift'blflioprick ;■ but, the records and 

% I'll ^ijP^lf9{^?^g'^*^^> ^^i^J) in lii^ catalogue, 

5t8ff|fl#4l ll^JS^'ll' °^ ^^^ foundation, neither can he 
rw.^^ir@''^9'p!9'w^^^ Bifhop of this See. The 
'^^''$^iW-^^f^Mw^ ruins, appear to have been of 

t'l^^-^nd Tvcwtmanniip. ■ The Library, 
i'^j^^^and lenrucd prelate Rderi Leigh- 
^ll^^ 4ft that part of the country. Since 
i^i^*«-Csgiboks and money have been made, 
i^(^j"^^le as to allow a fmall falary to a 
,SnT^i[^?:management'of truftecs, the heirs 
gl^SS^^minated by the executors ofthc 
^r^^'s^lnfivc heath which ftrctchcs away 
:Jii^»i^/-^iw</or, Tias the fecne of adion in 
.I3^:-B»'l<^i2lki^ -royal forces under the Duke of 
igjiiJ^i^^i js?3i|9^'lnand«ii by Jhe Eatl of Mar, in 

r»Til.atlh.)».r,, 
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«i STIRLING. 

Qa the eyeding before this battle, the rebel^^^Bccupied the 
fame ftatlon, 2XArdoch^ which the Romans ^9|^^ third year 
of Agricola's expeditions; a pofition chofefii with miich judgment 
for a camp, the remains of which are more vifible tfcaa any 
other Roman ftation in Scotland. The traveller will not find 
bis time mis-fpent in making an excurfibn, on purpofe, to this 
claflical fpot. The road to Stirling pafles through part of the 
prctoriumy and nearly parallel to the ancient ^^tfjli^ military 
way, which runs acrofs the iOand ; but, at wh^HfllAMr fpot 
the Romans paifed the Forth, antiquaries fi^^j^ agreed ; 
however, that a communication throughout 
ifland which they had fubjugated was kept up, 
ed ; but whether by means of a bridge of boats o^BpiTForth, 
or otherwife, muft remain in the obfcurity into whioHfeventeen 
centuries have thrown this part of hiftory ^. ^fllf ^•^ 

The prefent bridge over the river at Stirling,. wlnHHlC*lMir' 
have in view, is in every refped inelegant,, and far fron^ being 
commodious : at what time it was built is uncertain f • In & 
fine a county, in which public fpirit is fo manifeft on every ocr* 
cafion, it would do honour to thofe concerned in carrying otk 

* Whether the Roman military way» called the Long, caujeviay^ leadifig finom the 
Iridge of Stirling into PerthfRire, Be a continuation of that formerly traced througb 
Cmnd9Vff is rather doubtful. There fs flrong reafon to fufped that the.nver was an- 
ciently much larger than it is at prefent ; and it is but natural to fuppofe that the 
ihips of the Romans might have eaiily found fafe mooring confiderably farther up than 
where vefiels now flop. Hence^ the reafonablenefs of the conjedure». that Agricok'a 
fleet advanced nearly to the eonfluence of the Forth and tlie Allan^ where a. communis 
cation with it and his camp was of oonfequence kept upb 

f A brndge over the Forth near Stirlmgr-, by means of which there was a communf. 
cation between the fouth and north of that riTer» is mentioned by our hilloriaus fo earljf 
M d&e reigH of Donald V. Vide Bochanasi lib* vi. ;. Forduoi &c. 

public: 
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l!n-n' bridge futCablc to the tafte and 
illantial, convenient, and in a 
land ftatdy, is therefore moft 

!g>iadc by WjUacc for the indepen- 

ibftincd confiderablc adTantagc by a 

[iijyny's dcftrudtion, by aitfuUy un- 

^(vhich is reported to have flood a 

_ _^^ i^heprefent ftone bridge. As foon 

ilffj^^, Wallace retreated : the EngHfh 

Sr^H^^^h inftantly giving way, the Scot- 

""^i^'able moment, .md made dreadful 

ts Hugh de Grcflingham, the Eaii 
jffion a pricft, who had rendered 
ifa^ cruelties and oppiefTions; and as 
expiated his crimes, the favagc 
jlclst^i^ody, cut the ikln into thongs, and 
vt^ir horfes. The Earl of Surrey *, 
■ff^f^^etachment which had thus fallen 
■^'S^'l'S main body of his arniy, as far 
liSfe-ljIiir -,vith the Eail of Lennox aid 




84 STIRLING. 

It ia trulj marvelldiis what rivers of humaiflHHI^ve fiowed 
around the fpot that we are now farveying, l|^p|lft efiafion 
(and it U hoped it will for ever remain fo,) was when the grand- 
fon of James VIL made lus fmitleis effort to /egain tMSridiA 
throne in the year 1 745. Inflead of Charles-Edward improviM|^ 
the advantage gained by him over the army rf George II. at 
Falkirk) by feme ftrange fiualityhe marched diredl}M:o Stirling, 
aad laid fiege to the caftle. After much lofe oi 
part of the rebds, they raifed the fiege ; and, retij 
the remainder of their army was cut to pieces 
of Culloden. Thus ended the hopes of the 
Scotland ; which, till that unfortunate day, wel 
tiie extreme. 

Having pointed out the leading objects that flril 
Edmomstok's Walks, and a few hiftorical event 
with them, it now remains to trace the mod memoi 
rences that regard Stirling as a borough. 

The precife era of the commencement of Boroughs Royal iir 
Scotland is not with certainty known ; but it is generally fup- 
pofed, that Edinburgh had been fome time previous to the 
reign of David I. * erefted into a borough j and, from its hav- 
ing been from time immemorial a royal relidence, it is natural 
to fuppofe that Stirling alfo enjoyed the fame privilege f . It 

* *< In a charter granted by that prince to the canons regular of Holyrood houfcf 
Edinburgh is fpokcn of as a borough holding of the king» paying him certain revenues,- 
and haTin|r the privilege of free markets." Araot's Hift. of £db« p. 463. > 

f The fet» or conftitution of Stirling aa a borough royal, is extremely fratpk. The 
old magiilrates ele£i the new ; by which means all difputes about de^kions are pre- 
vented* By a late regulation, however, the provoft^ bailies, treafurcr, and convener, 
caaaot be contisQed in their offices more than two years fucceiCvely. 
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i'liament, and one Comtniffionet 

.j|e'i&g-^j', which court meets annually 

^ .!!^S*Jiofl {ynYiO^ though ml a membcryh 

I'll^^^Mcatates keep opea tabic, at the ex- 

'^jB^H the four days that the Conven- 

Butation, is reckoned to contain 
|ita. Its articles of manufafture 
cotton fluffs, and carpeting ■{•. 
rc^!_^^ied on with confidcrable advan- 
■'i^wi'i^'t' The more ancient buildings 
;.§jS|"|.3§Elegant and inconvenient ftyle of 
j?§*^te:met with in every town through- 
iD§:i§Dj]^n manfions, built within thefe 

;'ti''5".*^^ftituterl in the reign of jamcs III., and ap- 

T'^^'l"^''^' ^t <1<>«3 r."t apper.', hf.-vcver, fri-'m th-^ 

S^^*S^:1^l^i^ap!^<n' than the year i;;2." See Hill. ofEdin. 

L'^--2r.-i--=.-S?i,-S!-._cj :.. of tijs Condition rrfpeas the 

if trade and rcveoues. 

and L>.^.iUt<.i i..acteij 

fieqnently attempted, but 
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fwcnty years, arc neat j many of them ele 
comfortable. Such is the happy effedt of in 
gain ! 



all at lead 
and honeft 



With one exception, the flreets and lanes of Stirling|pre Ai^ 
row, and far from being clean, or in any manner comfortabli^ 
The exception is the High Street; which, indeed, lias Mf||||||| 
advantage of a free circulation of air, and breadth 
being the principal ftreet, and that dire£tly leadi 
in former times the nobility had their dwellln 
The ruins of a palace begun by the Earl of Mi 
in the minority of our fixth James, run tranfv 
of this ftreet. ' On turning to the right, as we 
caftle, an old palace, once the town refidence 
family, appears not only habitable, but ftill prefe 
of its rude ftatelinefs ||. Having gained the fummit 
we may halt, and, turning round, furvey from a m 
fiation, the furrounding country formerly defcribed. 

* Baker's Wynd* which leads from Quality Street, is the mod: populous of any of 
t^e lanes in Stirling. The other principal ftreets, viz. St. John Street, Mary's Wynd^ 
and Friar's Wynd, are narrow and dirty, the habitations of idlenefs and poverty* 

f Moil of the more ancient buildings in the High Street have long lince been taken 
down, to give place to modem houfes and improvements. The houfe occupied by one 
of the favourites of our fixth James, the Earl of Lennox (Efme Stuart) was extant till 
very lately. An old building ftill remains, in which Damley, the hufband of Mary 
Queen of Scots, lodged ; and to which, owing to the unhappy difunion of fentiment 
that exifted between him and the Queen, he confined himfclf in fuUen folilude, during 
the time his infant fon (afterwards king) was baptized. 

J It is called by the town's people, fie Earl of Mar*s wark^ and is faid to have been 
built in 1570, partly from the materials of Cambus- Kenneth abbey, foon after its demo- 
lition at the Reformation. 

B ArgyU^s Lodpng^ as it is denominated, was begun by Alexander Vifcount of Stirh'ng, 
ijiic of our moft celebrated Scotifh poets, in the year 1637. 

After 
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he firft thing that flrikes us is, the 
I'ance of theancicat buitdiags; and 
jcarance is, the ruiaous ftat£ every 
||}ctating chains and df^g^sonswith 
1 on the ramparts. But vre are 
lifikipreflions on gaining feme com- 
;j^lB|. eye recognises the objefls that it 
|;'^d^*de!ight, in full ra^ge and variety. 
l^)ffi<.l5flC feudal fyftem, many Barons had 
l^dKwJthin figlit, or found of bugle, of 
j|i^£rallying point, and place of general 
'^^JJ^tra/s caftle, at Down ; to the north- 
igii^rzsrJJfji^r/ ^e Brunts, at Clackmannan ; 
^jg^^the wild recefs on an almoft innc- 
miBt'Sb mounti^in ftreams, that precipitate 
l^^'is ci'tggy fteep, of the Aichil hills,) 
ra^^'^y* family 

t^Ion of the buildings of this fortrefs, 

ic detail of their fevcral compart- 

jnlpi'^rey the fquare, (on three fides of 

fl^ls are grotcfque figures, are the 

■gjames V Among tlic Patues 
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3IS STIRLINO.. 

Si'ag^EaBtS'jWdrfBb Lliey feeined i'o 

.^ii0.||^"^^.J|-'(l antiquity ot'S 

^I^Hoiifi^l « ftver, the probab 

-^^Jaft;'^";gj*jgc^:5-8 the incuifions 
,^-S^'P^^>S^^<^ Saxons, Stirling 
:§]^5- ^^■i^i-l^iS'of : ■HwfiLsLHe niit'ivc inhLibii 
^^Id^^ tf u^ i§aable ; the Fortli 
^T3^Dj^ilSi!:^^iu§Ions in thcfe part: 
^ ^!;§:^I'^P^i^J^{$i Stirling, a;^ a Arc 

^^r/?^^^«c1g-fi^'^j'<'" ^vas talcen c. 

Splp^iB^M^^^TS'^'i'onfly carried into Norm.indy, -^vhetc 

^^^J^^^^'^'^s^St thcri: dctiilned a prifoner till hoflagc^ 

~ "K§?^-?*^f-^^» °"^ °^ which was Stirling, were 

'^^^*^^^4I^^ of the Englilh, until Ibch time as 

^, which was no lefs than to yield up the 
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l||aS3H|Hg&^Pljttf^^rt family had been raifed to the 
|i|||lS4^l|^j^^^.ii^||^!8lreridence. James the Second wag 

^^ffli^^ft'*^'^^'''^ ^^ ^^"^ king's memory, toek 

ilS'SPlS* jjSl"!^-SSe ftill Diev, n to vilitors. William 

^ ~<l*"-«f6'/fli!.'§?'i fplemlid eftaliHdiinent, cxtea- 

*««Wi'S"S<9i'8>»«E»ith the Earls of Crawford, Rofs, 

_BS«ilRS*^^ ||')@iMSnlioii3 in the mlad ot the \o\ins 
i Si^ w'J? W'^ ^'S S? ,- / o 

'-"''^■?^l^:^^;gdgiT^-[3£|>mifes of fafety to his peribn, to 

[j^^^*^".|.'^'P^!^Pper, the king and the Karl re- 

ilaigMgarJred Dougbs to withdraw hiinfclf 

IgVlr^jiilav.-ford and Rofs; but the Earl, 

jllsMliing:, ViOuId not yield the poin:. The 

jiicSar^i' girevv his dagger, and with thefe 

p.j>g^^:^^y&(i//," plunged it in his hoibm ■. 

^sigi^i^iDg, hearing the noile, ruihed Into 

^ItS^Sgt-lt>e expiring Earl weltering in his 

[|^jfri^":^iw^:i:lj^jiak their poniards in his bleeding 

i|S^|"'^'3k'^l^$*l-$3^f'^"fs of the murdered Douglas, 

|"^^!i::gii^iSte;^^.i^^ye, vowed inftant vengeance, raa 

'' °° l-^S^*^"^^;*^^-^ tov.n in aflics. 

^t^nd capricious, appears tohavepof- 

Laily fi«; architedure. *y4e w\| 
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chapd-royal for fecular priefts; annexing toUk* latter the 
reveniMB of Coldingham *j a rich priory in BenviekAIre, which 
gave great offence, and was the principal ca\i& of the rebellion 
that terminated in the untimely death of that prinee* 

Our three latter Jamefes alfo made Stirling their princ^alp 
refidence, and greatly added to the decorations of the town at 
wdl as the caftle. James IV. in whofe mind were blended the 
frailties of fuperftition, with the more exalted emotions thaft 
give grace and dignity to a prince, caufed the collegiate churchy 
or royal chapel, to be ereded, in which public worfhip i» 
now performed, and appended to its rerenues large endow** 
ments f. The convent of Strivelling was alfo founded by thisr 
pious prince in the year 1494, for the order of ObfervantineSy 
(Gray Friars) a mendicant tribe, with whom " he frequently* 
affifted at mafs in their Quire X \ and in Lent, retiring fram- alP. 

* See Hope's Minor Pira£L 

f Of aH tRe collegiate churches in Scotland, none (eems to haye enjoytd greater* 
riches than the chapel-royal of Stirlmg, befides pecuUar diftinftion* Its Dean wat% 
the Queen's confefibr, with-epifcopal junfdi£tion. Befides a Dean, it had a Sub-dean, 
Sacriftan, Chanter or Singer, Treafurer, Chancellor, Arch-dean, fixteen Chaplains at 
the King's collation, and fix finging boys at his nomination, who had by his Majcfty w 
mailer of mafic appointed them. ^''It was endowed with the abbies of Dmndrinan and 
Inctmahame, the lands of Cefiiocit the priory of Rofruthy the parfonage of Dunhar with, 
the arch-prefbytery and prebendary of Spot, Waltaniy Dunt^ Pincarton, the churches 
DameRngtQn, jiboi the two Cu/totu^ Dalrjmpky. Kelly t Kirimore, znd other churches,^ 
chapels, and lands, valued in King James Vlth's time to a very high rental." See 
Appendix to Hope'« Minor PraA. Thefe collegiate churches were ere&ed for fecu- 
lar canons, ** and were governed by a Dean or Provoft,. who had all jurifdidion over* 
them. They were infthuted for performing divine fervice, and finging malFes for the 
fouls of the founders and patrons, and their friends." — Ibid. The prefent place of 
worfhip was built by Cardinal Beaton. 

X *< Boethiu8(or Boece) fays, that Richard II. King of EngHmd, (whom neverthe- 
kfs moft people talfe to have been a counterfeit) dying in the caftle of Strivelling^ was 
buried in this church, adcornufummt alterit^'^S^t Keith. 

worldly 



M'lRLINC. 



'fearful 



iW.i 









^Mi^iiimfelf up entirely to his devotions, 
^^^|^#S|^fll/S?^J^||l(^ion bread and water, upon his bare 
*^n|'i|iHrS*^»M'^SS*jS' ^^ imitation of his royal mafter, 
|M3i|l|'§ISig|i§r^'es V.) founded an hofpital for the 
'^i ^ik'^'tt fi'^|ii''S^^ merchants, near the port of St. 
^H*l'W*'&'??'!^^^ta '^^^'^ '^^^ another hofpltal dedicated 
^It"' W^^iSjlM'S^M'^'^'^''^'''*^''^"'^^^' '^^^'^^ belonged to 

^"^ monaftery near to the wall of this 

bR Ilf. It appears then, from this 

'that Stirling has been looked on 

^^IfiS^nfequence, not oaly in latter, but 

:^r»)'^-Scotifli annals J. 

V^gi^^Uing, it were unfair not to mention 

d^dl: ifir the inftiuilion of youth in Latin- 

:c^^4|-and various other branches of ufe- 

;^:^^i|i^,.|.:|:^g£#'/«' Doeg, LL.D. the learned and 

:l^r^"sl^'S^e as amiable members of fociety, 




'■^n|STea<1y mentioned. About the yew 1715, Jolin 

^jgHnotiier ch arita Me foundation for maintaining, 

ltai.!^c. rer>iii, » » » 
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9S AUCHTERTYRE. 

The traveller has the choice of two roads in his departure 
from Stirling to Callander^ which is the next ftaga^ the north* 
weft direQion to the Highlands. The one is by the bridge j 
the other turns off at the bridge, to the left, winds at the foot 
of the crags, and pafles right below the caftle. In purfuing 
our excurfion by this road, we foon fall in with the Forth, ovtl 
which we pafs by the bridge of Drlpt as it is called, an4 eikw 
Perth/hire. On turning round to take a retrofpedfciPB riew, w» 
command, from this point, an interefting profpe£t of Stirling 
caftle, and the adjacent grounds ; Craig-forth on the right, with 
its wooded cliffs impending over the river, which here fw<^p# 
fiowly along its bafe, coming in the fore-ground, tbg«dier;with 
the bridge, give much intereft to the landfcape. As wt proceed, 
we pafs, on the right, Auchtertyre, pleafantly fituatsd oa the 
right bank of the Teith, which here forms the moft ccwfiden^Ie 
branch of the Forth. The proprietor of this eftate has greatly 
improved it; and has alfo, like Sbenjione^ in a truly claffical 
manner, led the mufes to his dwelling by the languages in whicH 
they were formerly wooed by Greek and Roman bards ; there 
being fcarcely an avenue, grot, bower, or refting-place, in which 
fome elegant infcription from one or other of the favourite 
authors of antiquity, is not to be met with in traverfing the 
pleafure-grounds of Auchtertyre*. A little farther on, we 
enter the Blair-Drummond eftate. 

To the right, our attention is attracted by a piece of machinery 
at the Mill of Tor. This confifts of a great wheel, fo con- 
ftrudted as to raife water, which is conveyed in an oppofitc direc- 
tion from that whence it proceeds, to a neighbouring mofs, for 

•• The property of Mr. Ramfay. 

the 
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the purpofe ofwaihing it away into the Forth, and by this 
means dealing a valuable and extenfive tradl of arable ground 
which it covers, to the depth of from three to twelve feet *. 

The water-wheel at the Mill of Tor is the invention of Mr* 
Meikle of Aloa, an engineer of great ingenuity, to whom this 
country is indebted for manyufeful improvements in mechanica. 
The fimple conftrudion of this machine denotes at once it3 
utility. It confifts of one large wheel, twenty-eight feet itf 
diameter, with two fets of arms, and two of buckets ; a ciftem^ 
which delivers the water into pipes of eighteen inches diameter^ 
that convey it for three hundred yards, and difcharge it into ad 
aquedud, which reaches the mofs at the diftance of eight hundred 
yards ; thence it fweeps away the loofened parts^ into the channels 
made m difierent fedions of the mofs ; and thud it finds ita way 
so the river, and is no more feen f • 

Thc' 

V • Tbc depth of the mofs xn wlial is callod the SfreaJ-filJ^ is from 2 to 6 feet ; m 
other part8> the depth is from S to 14 feet. Stat. Ace. vol. iv. p. 495. 

t The following is the cxa6l meafurement of the great wheel for raifing water to 

the mofs of Kincardine, at the Mill of Tor : 

Feet Inches. 
DiaincteroTer all of the wheel - 2i) *^ 

! Width - - - - 10 -t- 

Float-beard - - • -.*. 16 ' 

Buckets inlidey each » ^ .^ ^ 1 

Two fets of arms, ten in Aumbef . 
Two fets of buckets, eighty in numbef. 
Sixty float -boards. 

It is but fair to notice ttt this place the xMiginal inrcntor of the thrt/hingfiidehini'^^ 
I who, according to the author of the Statiftlcal Account of Kilm&dock avd Down, 

refided at Craighc^ in the parifh of DttnUaiie. He wssr a/ fiairmef, of the nmm' 
I of Michael StirUng, who lived to the gpreat age of eighty-nine, and died in the Yctte 

I 1796. This ingeoious nan,^ f<> far back as the year 1748,' (a year rematkabk £tr 

^ the 



<|^ MOSSES OF KINCARDINE AND FLANDEUS. 

The mofles of Kincardine and Flanders, as they are called, 
'form an extenftve flat of many thoufand acres. They appear 
?to have been formed, as all moffes are fuppofed to have been, 
of decayed wood. This theory of the growth of mofs feems 
now univer&lly admitted. A vifit to the Mofs4airds (as they 
are denominated) of Kincardine is well worth the performing ; 
the traveller having it therebyin his power to gratify his curlofity, 
Vith regard to the happy effects of well-beftowed labour and 
•ingenuity. 

The late Lord Kaimes, into whofe pofTefHon the eflate of 
Blairdrummond came in 1767, contemplating the advantages 
which might arife from clearing that part of the iandi fcuried 
under the mofs of Kincardine, loft no time in endeavouring to 
accompliih what was fo defirable. Accordingly, ha 'invited a 
number of poor families from the more remote pwttr of thi^ 
diftrid of Perthfliire to come and fettle in this wafte ; and 
marked out certain portions of it to each fettler *, in order that^ 

by 



the annBiOatioQ of the facnedltary right of Ptt and Gallowt in Scotland) projcded the firft 
rudeeflayof a machine for threfhiog out corn, which confifted merely of thre(hing.board8» 
moved Tertictlly by an inner wheel on the fame axis, moved by an outer wheel which went 
by water. The men flood round the thre(hing-board$, each with a fhcaf in his hand, and 
held them to the boards in their rotatory motion ; and thus the work was performed, in 
a length of time as one is to fixteen ; a thing then deemed almoft incredible, Mr. 
Meikle, engineer at Aloa, a man eminent in his profeilion, faw Mr. Stirling's ingem'ous 
contrivance, and feon after conftru£ked the thre(hing-machine now in general ufe 
improvements on which have been frequently made by various hands. 

• The colony of highlanders eftabliflied in the mofs of Kincardine confifts of between 

feven and eight hundred pcribns \ they are moftly from Balquhiddir^ which lies about 

twenty miles to the weftward, and are a remnant of the Machrcns, Macintyres, and 

Mac^gon.— They retain their original language, manners, and cuftoms, as if in the 

* midft 
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by degrees, this hitherto unprofitable heath might become as 
good arable land as any other part of his valuable demefnes^ 
for fuch truly is the eftate of Blairdrummond. 

The 
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ifiidft of their native iQountatns ; and it may be no great ftretch of fancy to fuppofei 
that on 1^18 fppt their anceilors were wont to range the foreft in the chace^ and rcpofd 
beneath the oaks, that, like themfelves, lie buried under the depth of the mofs. 

The terms on which the poor tenants of this mofs have their leafes, cannot hk com« 
mended J — For example, the quantity of* land given to eaoh tenant is from 6 to 8 
acres mofs^ value 3d. per acre, on a leafe of three times twelve y^ara. After building 
Ins huty forifvhich he is allowed - by the proprietor from 3I. to 4!. he commences his 
hbours of clearing; &c. ; bat to this be cannot devote his whole attention, on account 
of having .to* provide for himfelf and family by. cutting peats, and fuch- other honelt 
(hlfts as his ingenuity fuggefts : fo that the* tenant, at the end of the firfi twelve years^ 
fihds himfelf po(refred-\)f no more than three acres of arable land \ the produce of which 
yields him on an ttfcrage 7 bolls of barley^ or the like number in oats per acre, from one 
of feed; Aerefiwr, when feed is dedu6ted, 6 bolls per acre is the neat produce.— Th^ 
value of^eacWMiT is 15 fltiUings on an average, which makes the whole three acres 
"value^ in produce 13U los. yearly; per annum, .at the end of the firft twelve years. 
Quere.— If three acres are gained, in twelve years, how much is gained in one year? 
Anfwer one fourth of an acre. A labourer can earn nine' (hilh'ngs per week^ a fun* 
equal to 23L Ss. per annum.' Of courfe^.a mofi-laird^ as he is in derifion called, gives- 
bis labour the firft year for one-fourth of an acre, the fecond Tor one-half of an acrcp . 
and To on, for the firft twelve years ; but this is not all :-^*« At the end of the leafe, 
aU buildings that have been -ere£ied on the pofleflion belong to the proprietor | and the 
tenant is not entitled to any compenfation for them or his improvements.'' See Sin- 
clair's Statiftical Account, vol. vi. p: 496. Moreover, the poor tenant adually pays* 
rent for what he has cleared; rifmg gradually, as the term of the leafe -advances^ 
from a mark Scotifh, to twelve (hillings per acre; - 

Now it' is very obvious,' that if the tenant; inftead of paying rent for what arable^ land 
he has reclaimed from the mofs, were to pay in an inverfe ratio as his leafe ap^. 
pleaches the^term of its conclufioLn, hc<would, in order, to reap the full advantage of the 
loweft poffible rent, double bis diligence, fo as to enjoy it as long as he could ; and, as. 
the ground thus gained to landholders is worth now fo many years pirrchafe, let the 
tenant, at the expiration of liis leafe, not only have a reafonable' price for labour, 
and the intereft of fuch money as he has beftowed -in the neceifaty operations, but aKo -» 
be indemnified, at leaft to a certain amount, for whatever buildings have been ere(5^ed by 
him on the poffeffionv Premiums, as ftimulants to labour and honeft induftry, {hould-^ 
likewile be girai to fuch as clear. the.moft land^ and in the. beft manner* << Some pro* r 

pilielors, , 
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The attempts that had been made to regain the foil which th^ 
jskok «<Mrers, were not attended with the fuccefs tMat was antici^ 
pated, prior to the acceflion of Lord Kaimes to the Blairdrum^ 
mond eftate. Draining, trenching, burning, and other methods 
had failed* The idea occurred of fweeping away the fuper- 
jiicumbeat ftratum of mofs by mean^ of water ; and then, 
by placing heaps of cut mofs in fuch manner as brought them 
inito action, when the coIleiSiions of water were let down upon 
them, the foil was left clear for the plough; and thus the laft 
proprietor had the fatisfaftion of feeing his plans of agriculture 
in fome meafure fucceed, though not altogether to his wifhes* 
His Lordj3>ip's fon, the prefent proprietor, following the lauda- 
ble example of his father, continued the mode of clearing away 
the mofs by water. In order to do this the more effedually, he 
caufed the machine already mentioned to be ere<£kd« and he 
has lately had it completely repaired : it is hoped, therefore, that 
he will be amply repaid every expence, as well as the piirpofc 
for which it was originally intended be fully anfwered*. 

"We are now confiderably advanced into what formerly was 
the Syha Caledonia ox Caledonian Foreji^ the decay of which 
gave exiftence to the vaft trad: of mofs we are furveying. Trees 



prictoiTS, (fays the writer above quoted) of more liberal and enlarged views, pay -to 
the* tenant from 3I. to 12!. for each acre reclaimed, according to the depth of the mofv' 
or bog-earth, removed from it. In fome cafes, this is paid when the work is exeeuted^ 
in others, it is paid at the end of the leafe. In the firft cafe, the tenant pays from I2fl. 
to 168. rent per acre; in the fecond c;afe, he pays no rent. 

. * For farther iaJMrmation on the improvement of mofs, £cc. fee ^nderfoi;i's writings 
on the fubje^ ; - alfo, " An account of the Improvement of Mof^i* ^c. in a Letter to 
a. Friend," Edin. printed, 3d edition, i798.~nAnd fome jtMijcioi^s remarks in Jamit 
fon's Mineralogy of the Shetland Iflands, &c. .. . . . - 
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and roots of great fize^ oak principally, are continually to be 
met with in clearing off the mofs ; and what appears more re*« 
markable, where this vaft foreft, a veftige of which fcarcely 
remains, grew into full vigour, there are evident marks of the 
fea having retired to give place to vegetation : thus, as it ihould 
feem, the alternate dates of land and water, are admirably cal- 
cnlatcid to maintain a due equipoife in the general laws of the 
univerfe*. 

The population of the parilh of Kincardine is eflimated 
at 2060 inhabitants. The number of proprietors exceeds 
twenty, one half of whom ztc non-refident. The conditioa 
Df tenants in this diftrift haa greatly improved within thje h& 
thirty years. The value of lands is rapidly on the increafe, and 
rents are Jt^ng in proportion. Extenfive plantations appear 
in a thriving condition, and promife much emolument to the 
Jandlord. On the Blairdrummond eftate alone the wood is 
eilimated at five thoufand pounds. The mode of agriculture is 
much better than heretofore ; the late Lord Kaimes having, by 
his example, led the way to many eflential improvements ; and 
iince his time, there feems a progreifive advancement made here, 
that bids fair to rival the befl exertions of the low-country far<» 
mer throughout the (hire. 

* What was formerly remarkedf with refpe^t to the fea haying, at fome remote period, 
advanced nearer the feet of mountains, is apphcahle to fome parts of this pariih, mod of 
which lies in the angle formed by the two branches of the Forth that meet near Craig* 
Ibrth. Beds of (hellsy particulariy oyiler, are found at different deptlis of the foil, 
which appears to have been formed from the neighbouring heights at the bottom of the 
fea, agreeably to the Huttonian theory. The general appearance of the foil is fand, in 
which the marks of undulations are dill vifible; fleech, intermixed with marine produc- 
tions ; mofs, as already dcfcribed, with cky to a great depth, of various colours. Near 
the bed of the river Tcath, and towards the upper part ef the pari^Ii, the foil is a light 
loam, and near the furface gravcUy, but aot unprodudiTC. 

O The 
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The inhabitants of this parifli are faid to be fagaciou^, corrr* 
municative, and fenfible. Of the eminent me!i who were 
natives of this place, Do&or Robert Wallace ^ the learned author of 
** The Population of Ancient Nations," is firft among the num- 
ber. Though Lord Kaimes was not born here, yet, as his afhes 
repofe in this parifh, it claims him : he died in December 1782. 
Philofophy, Jurifprudence, Criticifm, and Agriculture, found in 
Henry Home Lord Kaimes a zealous and able difciple *. As a 
patriot, he ftood eminently diftinguifhed ; as a judge, he was 
upright ; and as a farmer, he was refpe<5able in a degree feldom 
equalled. Enlightened by extenfive profpefts of men and man* 
ncrs, he was liberal in his fentiments, and cheerful in his deport- 
ment, holding in contempt the narrow prejudices of little minds, 
while he made due allowance for any cafual bias tfca|^ might dim 
the luftre of public fpirit or private virtue. 

On quitting the pleafure-ground of Blairdrummond, we keep 
on to the right, leaving on the left the road to the fort of 
Innverfnaid, by Thornhill, a village lately celebrated for making 
whilky, the diftillation of which (before the late compofition 
for excife duties took place) was carried on to a confiderabFe 
extent, to the no fmall injury of the morals of the inhabitants. 
As we proceed, we fee on the right a deep dell, which appears 
to have been tlie winding courfe of a ftream, that has either 
become dry or changed its courfe. Over the eminence which 
forms the left bank of this dell, a glimpfe of Dowft Caftle is 
caught,, and produces an agreeable eflfedt. Oa our approach to* 

♦ Hia works are^ Britifli Antiquities, Effays ott Morality and Natural Religion^ 
Hiftorical Law, Principles of Equity, Sketches of the Hiftory of Man, ElcmcnU of 
Criticifm, Gentleman Farracr^Loofc Hints on Education, &c, 
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DOWN CASTLE. 99 

the Teith, we pafs by fnug cottages, the habitations of the fpin- 
fters of the Adelphl Cotton Works ♦. Wherever manufad:ories 
are eftablifhed, woe to the neighbouring farmers; for the 
wages of fervants are out of all bounds, as almoft every, one 
employed about works that engage fo many hands as cotton 
machinery muft neceflarily require, gets great wages ; of con- 
fequence, thofe who are greedy of gain forfake the plough, and 
follow the more profitable employment of the two, that of the 
manufaftory. With regard to the plough and the loom, little 
doubt remains which is the mod profitable ; but the queftion, 
which is mod friendly to population and the morals of the 
people, would require a greater fpace for difcuflion than can in. 
this placd be allowed. 

Oa pafling the Teith, over an ancient bridge of two arches f, 
juft as we afcend the rifing grouqd of its left bank, we com* 
mand an interefting profpeft oi Down-cq/llcy now a ruin, fitu- 
ated on a gentle eminence, embofled in a wood that hangs over 
the river, which here, fweeping round the level lawn below the 
caftle, meets the Ardoch, a rapid ftream, and both m^ove flowly 
on till they are loft in one common refervoir the Forth, in their 
progrefs to the fea. On both fides of the river its banks are 
wooded, and rife in the moft pifturefque fwells. In the diftance, 
Craigforth, Stirling-caftle, and the higheft of the Ochil-hills, 
feem admirably placed for the compofition of a pidure ; while 
the fkilful painter cannot fail to add a fore-ground from the 

• Thefe works have fuffered lately by firc^ 

f *rhi8 bridge is fafd td have been built by Robert Splttal, taylor to James \\ 
(the fame wbo founded an hofpital in Stirling) about the year 1530. Stat. Ace, 
vol XX. p. 50. 
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materials he fees; at hand on the nearer banks of the Tcith, which 
here pafles beneath his eye with a free and noble volume of 
water. Since the year 1 745, when a garrifon of the rebel army 
occupied Down Caftle, it has been fuffered to fall into decay. It 
is the property of the Earl of Moray. At what time it was 
built is uncertain. Nlurdoch Duke of Albany is faid to have 
been its founder ; but this refts folely on tradition. In the reign 
of our fifth James, Sir James Stewart of Beath was by that 
monarch appointed Conftable thereof; and in 1565 his fon 
obtained a charter, under the great feal, of certain lands to be 
called the barony of Down. During the civil war in Queen 
Mary's reign, it was a place of retreat to the loyalifts of that 
period *. The demefnes belonging to this caftle being ereQed 
into a bar&ny prior to the abolition of hereditary jurifdiftion in 
the year 1 748, courts of law were held in it ; but, happily for 
the Scotifli peafantry, ever fince that period, pit and gallows^ as 
hereditary and cxclufive privileges, have been folemnly conveyed 
to the executive government of Britain ; and trial by jury 
fubftituted in place of thefe vile tools of (^preflion and feudal 
tyranny. 

Oa the left bank of the Teith, that ftretches towards Stirling, 
the road is agreeably varied with wooded inclofures and gentle* 
men's feats pleafantly fituated on eminences which command 
extcnfive profpefts ; or fheltcred in fome fweet folitude, whofe 
level lawn forms the verdant margin of the river, refleding, as it 
moves flowly along, all the fylvan charms of thofe fequeftered 
retreats f. All about this part of the country, the management 

♦ Sec Grofe'B Antiquities, and Dc Cardonell's Scatifh Antiquities. 

f Mr. Edmofton'g houfe of Newton^ cloiie ia upon the river> is cmboiTed in wood and 
tharmingly pi£iurefque« 

of 
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of bees is carried on with fuccefs j and the honey, owing in great 
meafure to the vicinity <^ the apiaries to the Kincardine mofs 
and the Braes, of DowHj where the bees have fo vaft and free a 
range, is remarkable for its flavour and quantity. In (hort, the 
rural economy of this diftri£t of Perthftiirc is highly creditable 
to every defcription of perfons concerned in it. 

The village of Dowtiy which we pafs on our right, is rifing 
into confcquence. Formerly, it confided of a few draggling 
ill-built huts ; but now a general appearance of neatnefs and 
comfort is manifeft, particularly in the eaft part of the village. 
It derives confiderable fupport from five fairs, held here, in the 
months of February, May, July, November, and December, 
when a fine fhew of cattle, coUefted throughout the weftem 
ifles, and other parts of our highland diftrifts, is exhibited for 
fale. 

We now bid adieu to the fertile plains of the lowlands. The 
highlands prefeni their awful bulwarks, in folemn grandeur, and 
fterile gloom. The foil, as we proceed, feems hardly fufceptible 
of vegetation ; and were it not that here and there fome ver- 
dure, and a few miferable huts, are met with as we pafs along, 
one would feel half inclined to turn back, and proceed no 
farther. But by degrees we get familiarized with nakednefs 
and fterility j and when curiofity prompts, and fome hopes of 

gratification remain, we feel ourfelves infenfibly led on in the 
purfuit of our obje<3:. 

A few folitary manfions, that form a contrail with the wretched 
hovels on the road-fide, are to be met with, in our way ; thefe are 
Mr. Edmofton*s houfe (on the right) of Cambus Wallace, Sir John 

Macgregor's 
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Macgregor's (Murray) on the left, which he has juft rebuilt, on 
his property of Lanrick. Proceeding a few miles farther, we 
arrive at the folitary refidence of Ba)lachallan, formerly the pro- 
perty of a family of the name of Stuart, now nearly extin(fi, 
Mr. Buchanan, of Achlaifie, having lately made a purchafe of 
it, it now forms part of his property ; and, from being almoft 
in a ftate of nature, by unremitted diligence, knowledge in 
agriculture, and attention to the various operations carried on 
immediately under his own infpeftion, he has made many parts 
of it as valuable as any fpot in the extenfive ftrath of Mon- 
teith. As we proceed, an inftance of this gentleman's tafte 
and patient perfeverance is manifeft in his improvements around 
his prefent refidence, Cambufmore. The range of pafture- 
grounds, the plantations, &c. fhew how much, by proper ma* 
nagement, might be made of land, that on a fuperficial furvey 
feems hardly worth the cultivating. 

We now approach the firft highland village (namely, Callan- 
der) on this fide of the Grampions. The bridge over the 
Keltic is marked by one peculiarity in its immediate vicinity, 
and this is a ftone, of very large dimenfions, quite infulated 
from any thing of the fame appearance, in any diredion. It 
feems to have been left by the fea. A little way to the right, on 
the farm of jichanlavicb^ Siti accumulation of field ftones, extend- 
ing length wife, is feen, as if at fome remote period the waters had 
fubfided and left this curious appearance, as a proof of the well- 
grounded conjedure that the fea formerly flowed to the very 
bafe of thcfe mountains, which here terminate the natural 
boundary of the lowlands on the north-weft. The Keltic is 
formed of two very rapid mountain ftreamlets, and falls into the 

Teith 
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.Teith a little to the left. On the weft branch of the Keltie, is a 
water-fall, over which a wooden bridge, rude and apparently 
dangerous, is placed : to fuch ds muft of neceffity venture to 
their habitations by this bridge, cuftom diflipates every appre- 
henfion of danger ; and (fuch is the effedt of habit) they think 
little of viewing from the giddy height of fifty feet the foaming 
pool beneath. In the mind of the ftranger, however, who ventures 
on this perilous fpot, different fenfations muft arife. On the one 
hand he fees a chafm, through which the waters burft forth with 
violence, roaring as they hurry headlong down the precipice ; 
and jutting rocks hanging in gloomy wildnefs over the dark 
caldrons below; on the other, almoft beneath the frail and 
fhaking bridge, the whirling rapidity of cdnfliiling currents 
among the excavated rocks, and the thundering inceflant roar of 
the cataraft. Thus, found and motion united, together with 
the wildnefs of the matted thickets, deepening the gloom as 
the foaming waters difappear through the winding precipices, 
raife in the imagination correfpondent images that thrill with 
awe and pleafing terror,, 

In pafiing through Callander, we are pleafed with that ap- 
pearance of cleanlincfs and comfort which, from its fecluded 
iituation we are little prepared to expert. The houfes, for 
the moft part^ are built of ftone and lime, and, what we 
Ihould leaft expedt, are flated. Near the middle of the village 
are the church and fchool-houfe : the former is large and com* 
modious, having a pavilion roof and conical fpire, both which 
give an air of elegance to this building *. The fchool-rooms 
are large and well-aired, but nothing more, utility having been 

* The plan was defigned by the late Mr. Baxter* 

the 
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the fole objed* The clergyman of this parifli * is a learned and 
accompliihed man, fincerely beloved by his parifliioners, among 
whom he has officiated for upwards of thirty years, with honour 
and refpefk. The fchool of Callander, for more than a century, 
has been held in high eftimation, for the progrefs that its ftudents 
have in general made in the learned languages, and Other branches 
ofufeful knowledge; and, it is butjuftice to obferve, that at 
prefent able matters are provided, who condud the education of 
their pupils with diligence and attention: fo that, on the 
whole, the feminary fo long eftabliflied here has loft nothing of 
its well-earned reputation. As a healthful and truly pleafaat 
fituation for young perfons who wifh diligently to purfue their 
ftudies, it hardly admits of an exception; 'and if the author, 
from a fond recollection of having paOTed a part of his earlier 
life at this fchool, does not over-rate the advantages to he de- 
rived from a courfe of education at 'Callander, in his appre- 
herifion, few public fchools are more worthy of being preferred 
by parents who wifli thicir children to preferve the rc£litude 
of their morals, while, at the fame time, they advance in the 
various departments of their literary purfuits. Of thofe who 
have appeared on the great theatrje of the world, from being pu- 
pils of this feminary, few better dcferve to be remembered than 
Macpbarlane^ the learned author of " The Reign of George III." 
DoEtor Francis Buchannan f alfo, whole learning and medica Ital- 
ents are fpoken of with much commendation, was of this fchool ; 
•as were many others, fcattered through the world, who have 
proved a credit to fociety, as well as to this fpot where they 
were bred and educated. 

* Dr. Jamca Uofacrtfon. + At prefent in India. 

Befide 



> ',1 



?.K 



l^.r.KUBR^^' 



I'rVVi^'- 






T»\ 



j.^ N 



fO,!' 






• t 



;g' "e* "* 



CALLANDER. 105 

Befide the Roman camp^ as it is denominated, little that deferves 
the traveller's notice is to be met with in the immediate vicinity 
of Callander. The appearance which this ferpentine bank^ 
called the Roman camp, exhibits, is truly beautiful. It feems 
probable that it was left in nearly its prefent form by the river's 
having changed its courfe at fome remote period, as on the 
oppofue fide a continuation of it is very perceptible. The 
prefent courfe of the Teith, is more in a diredl line, and four 
acres of fine meadow are cut off by its thus having taken a new 
fweep, from the oppofite bank, in the windings of this curvi- 
linear inclofure. The prefent pofleflbr, Captain Fairfoul^ has 
every thing about this charming retreat in the higheft order ; 
and it is but juftice to add, that, though he is retired from the 
bufy world, and repofing on the lap of eafc and affluence, his 
neighbours fpeak in the higheft terms of this gentleman's boun- 
ty, liberality, and focial difpofition. 

On our return from the Roman camp^ we have a grand profped): 
oiBenlediy one ofthe higheft mountains in Scotland*; part of the 
village, and the bridge over the Teith, behind which the ruggcd> 
heights of the Pafs of Leney appear j and on the right, an abrupt 
eminence, briftled with firs, rifes immediately over the village^ 
and protefts it from the rude blafts of the north winds ; the grcy^ 
cliffs of which are feen through the deep hue of the plantation, 
natural wood and heath. In times of heavy and continued 
rains, a ftream falls down, whofe lengthened whitenefs is in fine 
contraft with the furrounding fcenery, and adds not a little tcx 
the grandeur and fublimity of the whole. 

The lake, river, and mountain fcenery of Scotland has been^ 
the fubjeft of the watmeft admiration. For pi£turefque beauty 

* Benledi is morr than three thoufasd feet above the level of the fea< ' ' 
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and fublimity^ the Lochs Venuchar, Achray, and Kaitrln, which 
rua in a line, with little interruption, for twenty mife in 
the diredion from eaft to weft, can hardly be exceeded any- 
where. To one who has a relifli for Nature retired amid her 
deepeft folitudes, an excurfion to thefe lakes will be amply re- 
warded. / 

From Callander, then, it will be requlfite to provide two 
articles with which we cannot conveniently difpenfe, namely, 
provifions and a gi^ide. We crofs the Teith by the bridge at 
Callander, and pafs through that part of the village fituatcd on 
the fouth bank of the river, — turn to the right, and foon fall in 
with its left branch, which iffues from Locb-vana-cboir. This 
ftream we trace onward, till the fheet of water from which it 
derives its origin opens to view. The margin of this lake, on 
the left, fwells gently into the retiring eminences. On the 
right, a bold promontory, finely formed and beautifully wooded, 
advances into the middle of the water, and rifes into a precipice 
which efcapes the view, by means of a nearer ridge, that feems 
a portion of the fouthern limb of Benledi^ coming forward as a 
fide-wing, rugged, deep, and craggy. The fore-ground is the 
entrance into the wood that ftfeaks along the northern (hores of 
the lake, which foftens off in the diftance, and is hid by a remote 
head-land ; Benvenu^ a mountain from which this lake has its 
name, terminates the profpefL The gKmpfes caught in paffing 
along the fliores and promontoriies, which extend in length three 
miles, are always pleafmg and often interefting. 

No fooner do we reach the weftern extremity of Locb-vatta^ 
cboir^ than we difcover Lochachray. This loch, though fmaller 
than the former, is not the lefs pidurefque of the two. As 
foon as we gain a gentle eminence that overlooks the lake, its 

7 appearance 
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CALLANDER, 107 

appearance is truly charming. It feems to reft calm and ferene 
amid the mountains which furround it. Cultivated fpots, among 
which hamlets arc feen thickly fcattered beneath the flielter of 
green knolls and wooded fteeps, convey the idea of quiet and 
contentment, the bleffings of frugal retirement, and honeft in- 
duftry : the inhabitants, though poor, being ignorant of wants, 
known only to thofe who depend on the labours of others, 
upon whom they look down with difdain. 

In order, however, to be more highly gratified with the induftry 
and appearance of comfort of the peafantry of this diftri£t of the 
highlands, let us ftrike off to the right ; and at about the diftance 
of a mile, as we reach the opening into Glen-fin-glas^ we have a 
profpeft truly magnificent, and highly interefting. Here we 
are pleafed with the general appearance of cultivation and com- 
fort among the peaceable inhabitants of this glen, the lofty 
fides of which appear verdant from their bafe to the very top- 
cliffs, where formerly the roe and red-deer were wont to roam 
free and at large, in fear of no intrufion but that of the hunter. 
But the found of the chace is heard no more : other quadrupeds 
occupy this foreft, once fet apart for royal fports. Sheep, now 
the ftaple commodity of our mountainous diftridts, have almoft 
baniflied the breed of native quadrupeds, efpecially thofe of the 
chace ; but as yet, in this glen, the inhabitants have not alfo 
been driven out of their pofleffions. Long may they enjoy the 
fields which their forefathers cultivated with a lefs fkilful hand ! 
May they never forget how to climb the craggy wilds which their 
anceftors were wont to climb in purfuit of the hart and roe-buck ! 
May their honeft labours be rewarded with independence to the 
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lateft pofterity* ! The fcenery of this glen is fingularly wild, 
yet, at the fame time, far from giving that idea of rude and 
barren nakednefs but too often to be iben amid thefe mountains^ 
The Turij that winds gently through it, fuddenly finks into a. 
deeper chafm, formed by fome terrible convulfion, and is heard fac 
below, brawling along the hidden fragments of rocks in its rapid 
courfe, which we now re-trace, and crofling over by the bridge 
ofTurk^ proceed along the margin of Locbachray. At every 
ftep the fcenery gains on the attention. About mid-way, the 
farther extremity of this beautiful piece of water is feen. A 
fmali illand, with a few trees and bruih-wood on it, neareft the 
north-border of the lake, harmonizes with that folemnity which 
the furrounding objedis occafion. At the bafe of this mountain, 
which terminates the profpefl:, huge piles of rock in fantaftic 
fragments feem as if at fome remote period they had been 
hurled down from the craggy wilds on the right, and fixed in 
the random order in which they now appear. Pathlefs and per* 
plexed with all the wild luxuriance of briar, bramble, thorn, 
and a multiplicity of matted vegetation, (till lately, when a 
road, rude, it is confefled, but, on foot and on horfeback, paffa- 
ble, was, with much diflSculty conftruftedj) the entrance to 
Ijocb-Kaitrin was known to the natives only j and, indeed, to 
but very few of them. On turning a creek to the right, we 
.enter this celebrated pafs called the Trojbacbs f . Thefe rugged 
mafies leave their hoary cliffs, and bend in all their fantaftic 
wildncfs over us, as we proceed on to the extremity of the pafs j 

• Set Note [C], at the end of the vohime. 

' "I* Trqfach^ I. e. rougbnefs. This is a modern name^ SriofubosI is ks proper namCf 
txpreffive of its cliffy and wooded appearance. 

where 



•'»t.K \ 






•UBLIC 



wox 






Ill 



II 



fffp"fi^-!f» ~M .-fir iw :f :f. 



CALLANDER. 109 

where feme, more comical than the reft, feem to a lively iniagU 
nation as if placed by nature as route fpe(3:ators of that thrilling 
amazement which the ftranger feels at his entrance on the con- 
fines of the lake ; the eaft end of which is the deep and dark 
pool on whofe margin we now halt. Here let us paufe. — Look 
up to the lef*^ j behold that gigantic precipice, wooded to the 
top, bending over the pool in fullen grandeur. Among thefc 
rocks, whofe gloom refts eternal on the bofom of the lake, in 
former time» a favage band, jruthlefs, intradlable, and cruel, 
had fixed their lurking-place, and iflbed forth, naked as they 
were born, committing depredations on the peaceable inhabitants 
of thefe glens, ravifliing the women, murdering thofe that re- 
fifted, fetting fire to the habitations all around, and butchering 
without diftindion the old and the young. Hence this precipice 
retains the name of Cori-nan-Urifckin^ the den of the wild-men, 
or favages*. Such is the tradition refpediing this headlong 
ileep, whofe appearance is fo ftriking on our firft entrance to 
Loch-Kaitrin. Nearly oppofite to this fpot wicker huts are judi- 
cioufly placed on a rock which rifes perpendicularly from the 
water. Here the traveller may reft, and contemplate nature in 
her rude and-fubllme afpedls. 

In purfuing our furvey, we have often to encounter pieces 
of the road that require attention and due caution in paffing 
along thefe rocky Aides. Sometimes we pafs precipices, where 
the road has been cut out of the folid rock ; and not unfre- 
quently it approaches fo near the water's edge as to threaten 
danger. But, after becoming familiarized to fuch perils, we 
lofe every kind of fear. 

* It IS calle d, for what reafon is unknown, by the author of the Statiliical Account 
of thfl Parilh of Calbndcr, « « The rod and den of the gboft. " 

As 
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As we proceed, the lake gradually opens on us, and difplays, 
in finely-flowing fweeps, its wooded ftiores, and the mountain-^ 
ous diftance that forms a back-ground at once elegant and lofty. 
There often appears in the fore-ground a bold mafs of almoft 
vertical rock, whofe ledges and crevices bear trees pendant, and 
of moft pi£turefque appearance, chiefly the weeping bufli, the 
mountain alh, oak, and other indigenous foreft-trees, whofe 
roots, bare, and twifted in the fantaflic diredion which the 
fcanty foil and pointed rocks may chance to give, add much to 
the rich variety of the fcene. 

Still, as we advance, the expanfe of the water becomes more 
and more charming. The Ihores rife into the adjoining emi- 
nences with lefs defclivity, apd more ample in point of meadow 
and verdure. The mountains to the right aflfume a fublime air, 
and the more diftant, foftened in aerial tints, are finely contraft- 
ed.by fome wooded iflands, which, as it were, pufh forward into 
the view, and compofe an admirable fore-ground. Here, too^ 
the diftance is enlivened with the huts of the inhabitants of 
thefe wilds ; for it is pleaGng to refleft, that^ even in the moft. 
inacccflible parts of our mountains, traces of human induftry are 
to be difcerned. Goats climbing the fliaggy fteeps in queft of 
herbs of higher flavour and rarely to be met with ; — cattle rov- 
ing at large for food ; and (heep far in the back-ground, feen in 
fcattered groups, brouzing on fides of mountains, while their 
bleetiog is heard mingling with the lowing of cattle, the melody 
of birds, the milk-maid's voice in fome artlefs love-fong, fome 
fweetly wild or tender ditty ; at the fame time the woodman's 
ftroke, multiplied by echo among the hidden clifls, felling the 
ftubborn oak, or weeping birch : — all, all, in admirable com- 
bination, awaken emotion^ of tender delight and pleafmg reverie. 

The 
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The diverfity of views as we advance on the Lake feems 
endlefs. At every ten or twenty paces, thick woods, where 
fome green fpots at intervals are feen on the oppofite borders, 
attract notice. Here, a little rill, hardly vifible among bent 
, and brake, is heard tinkling by ; there, a fmall brook ripling over 
its pebbled bed, pafles with little noife. On this hand, a mountain 
ftreani ruftiing headlong down yon ihaggy deep, boundtng in 
white and various jets, and collefting its force into one body, 
where fome chafm, narrow and deep-cloven, receives it, foaming 
and furious in its fall, when foon it lofes its ftrength in the 
ftill waters to which inceffantly it hurries onward : on that hand^ 
the unknown depth of the lake, as we ftand on the brink of fome 
impending precipice, ftrikes us with awe ; and if, perchance, no' 
fudden guft of wind agitate its pellucid bofom, the fiin-beams 
playing on its fmooth furface, and the refledtions of the fur- 
rounding fceneiy,are finely contrafted in the dazzling brightnefs; 
and the broad maffes of hanging rocks, the gray hues of the 
lofty top-clifFs, the deep purple of the retiring fteeps, the aerial 
tints of mountains, faint, and far diftant : thefe, all thefe in- 
terefting materials for the pencil, as well as for the magic hand- 
of defcription, are to be met with in our excurfion to the craggy- 
wilds of Locb-Kaitrin. 

If the views on this lake, fo far as we have hitherto pro- 
ceeded, intereft us not, it will be in vain to advance to the weft* 
end of it ; but if aught in the rude and fublime fcenes which • 
here furround us hath afforded fatisfaftion or deKght, let us 

go on. 

From the heavy and frequent rains attraAed by the neigh- 
bouring hills, the meadows that Ikirt the vale of Stratb-Gartneyj 

through 
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which Loch-Kaitrin winds its courfe, are fpongy, and yield, in 
many parts, a coarfe kind of vegetation, of little value ; but, 
there are fome excellent pafture-grounds on the bank« of the 
ilreamlets, and through the fpots iheltered by the woods. On 
the whole, this valley is well calculated -for rearing cattle and 
fheep. The rents arc, as yet, moderate enough, and the tenants 
are thriving, and tolerably contented. 

Towards the middle of the lake, the hills of Arrochar and 
Benlomond, fupereminently towering above the reft, are feen far 
in the azure diftance. The flioulder of one of thofe hills that 
formerly bounded our view, is feen now pulhing boldly into the 
wcftern extremity of the loch on the right ; and on the oppofite 
fide, a wooded plain, rifing wich a gentle afcent from the 
margin, ftretches almoft to the vanilhing point* Behind this 
lengthened flat the higher grounds rile, though not abruptly, 
to a very confiderable height ; and thofe which approach near- 
eil the fore-ground, rife in ample and bold mafles as a fit fide- 
wing to fo fplendid a profpeft as here prefents itfelf. 

One of thofe diftrgfling incidents fo frequently connedled 
with civil commotions, took place at this fpot* foon after the 
troubles of the year 1745, the circumftances refpedting which 
were nearly as follow : 

- In the fpring of the year 1753, Doftor Archibald Cameron, 
brother of the Laird of Lochiel, together with Mr. Conachar, 
a clergyman of the epifcopal church of Scotland, were fculk- 
in g in the wilds of Glen-artney, and refided chiefly in the 
houfe of Mr. Stuart of Glen-b,uckie, fituated on the fpot we 
had juil f ointed out* The former gentleman, who had borne 

* BriaiiGiit)il, 

an 



CALLANDER. itj 

an adive part in the army of the young adventurer Charles- 
Edward, retired with his brother Lochial into France. Lochia! 
had fujQicient intereft to procure himfelf a regiment ; but his 
brother Dodor Cameron was negleded, and left to provide fat 
himfelf in the bcft way he could^ To add to his embatraflmenti 
he was married, and had a numerous fatoily of infants. lie was 
on the eve of getting a place under the government, but at the mo* 
meht when the fnxmfter had the pen in his hand to fandion the 
appointment, fome one officioufly whifpefed hini that Camerom 
was not a CathoJic ! " I was not obliged to know that ! Why am 1 
prevented from faving a virtuous man from ruinr' exclaimed the 
minifter, and threw away his pen in indignation* In this dU 
lemma. Dr. Cameron rcfolved to return to his native countryi 
His brother Lochial being dead, he fdgned a pretext of coming 
over from France, in order to take charge of the affairs of the 
Orphans his nephews $ when, it is faid, the real caufe of his 
journey was to look after a confiderable fum of money which 
had beeh remitted by the French court to the rebels, but had 
never been properly accounted for^ It rs Ukewife reported, that 
certain perfons into whofe hands this money had fallen, fear«^ 
ful of being called on refpeding the difpofal of it, gave infor-^ 
nation to the fpies of government where Dodor Cameron lay 
tonceakd. Little did he fufpe£t, while retired to the deep re-^ 
ceiles of this folitude, tlmt a fate fo untoward as that to which 
he was foon to yield was fo near at hand ! 

Ati ad of attainder of high trtafdn having paflTed againft all 
coiid^rned in the rebelliofii A. I). 174^ Do<^or Cameron was 
included among the outlaws. On the aoth March 1753, a 
party from the garrifon of Innerfnaid was difpatched to the 
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place of his concealment, where they found him and the before- 
memiotied clergyman, Mr, Conachar, on whom they were 
about to fcize, but, by the addrefs of the lady of the houfe and 
her fifter, were diverted for a nioment from their purpofe. 
Meantime the DoAor and his companion, leaving the chamber^ 
as if to return immediately, made off with all poffible hade. 
The foldiers^ taking the alarm, ftarted up, and rufhed out ; and, as. 
mifchance would have it» jufl: as Cameron, who was fomewhat. 
unwieldy in his perfon, had reached a fmall brook a few paces 
from the houfe, they feized him, put him into a boat that was 
in waiting, and carried him prifoner to Innerfnaid ; thence tOr 
Stirling, where he remained only a few days ; after which he 
was conveyed to the Caftle of Edinburgh, and from thence 
was fent, in cuftody of two of his Majefty's meffengers, to Lon** 
don, and thrown into the Tower. His companion, Mr. Co- 
nachar, was. a perfon of great agility, prefence of mind, and 
bodily ftrength ; and, by climbing the rocks, which feem almoft 
inacceilible, he was out of fight in a few minutes, and eluded 
every fearch made after lum* 

The fate of Dodlor Cameron was cruel in the extreme^ 
Seven years bad elapfed after he had gone into voluntary exile 
before be ventured to return j and that he ran^ any rifle of being 
condemned to death, was what hehad little reaibn to apprehend i 
in this, however, he found himfelf woefully miftaken; for, 
though at firft he was advifed againft: acknowledging himfelf to 
be the perfon mentioned in the afl: of attainder, yet, on the 
day of bis trial *, with a becoming degree of fortitude, he ad- 
mitted it. His behaviour in court was calm, colleded,. dignified^ 

• M»f 17, 1753. 
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jtv refpfedlful, and he replied, with precifioa and deference, to 
ftich tjueftions as were put tohim. After the ufual forms of 
trials he was condemned, and ordered for execution on that day 
three weeks; the court, of its tender mercy, being pleafed to 
grant the indulgence of a week more than was at firft intended, 
on account of his wife, who was at Lifle in Flanders with her 
feven infants (all dependent on him for fupport), being permitted 
to take a laft farewell of her unfortunate hufband. She arrived, 
and loft not a moment in her application for royal mercy ; but, 
in the a£l of prefenting her petition, (he was rudely pulhed afide 
by an attendant, and, falling into a fainting-fit, was conveyed 
out of the royal prefence. The day of the Doftor's execution 
was drawing near. He was denied the ufe of pen, ink, and 
paper, and watched with the utmoft vigilance. His diftrafted 
wife flew a fecond time to the feet of royalty, but was un- 
fuccefsful in her prayers. Her third application was to the 
Princefs-Do wager of Wales ; but all her efforts proved fruitlefs : 
and, left any of the royal family fhould be further difturbed by 
her tears and fupplications, orders were given to fhut her up 
with her hufband* A fhort time previous to his execution 
they had been feparated ; and, when he exprefTed an earneft 
defire to take an eternal farewell, he was told that fhe had 
been fent away early in the morning. 

On Thurfday, June 7th, about ten o'clock, Dodor Cameron 
feated himfelf in the fledge prepared to convey him to Tyburn, 
attended by Sir Richard Glyn and a party of the guards. On 
his way thither he appeared perfeftly at eafe, often addrefUng 
the weeping multitude, who gazed compaffionately on him as 
he paffed along the flreets, in a tone fo firm and compofed, as 
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ihewed that he met death, confcipus of having defenred well oF 
mankind for hie good intent ipos^aia well 4s for the great humanity 
thathe had diiplayed in fparing thofe whoiji the fate of battlethrew 
Into the hands of his affpciates in the caufe he had efpoufed, andi 
Yrhich he waa about to fe^l with his Wood *• With the utmoft 
fortitude and compofure he mouated the fatal fcafibld, and^ 
kaving fpent a few minutes in devotion, was turned o£ He 
was fufpended fcarcely twenty-four minutes^ when he was takea 
down,, his head cut off, his heart torn out, and burnt. Hi& 

* Doctor Cameron being denied the ufe of pen, mk> and paper, except in the pre* 
i:nce of one or more officers of juftice» wrote with a penpl, on (uch ibraps of paper asr. 
chance threw in hi« way, fonie c^Vcumftances to ^ew his true chara<Slcr to pofterity, anct 
gave them to his wife. Of his having done fo he informed the (heriif in attendance^ 
wliik on the cavt, immediately previous to his being executed. The followisg are fbme- 
flxtrafts from thofe fcraps. — On thtficmijllp of paptr :— ** While in the Prince's army^ t 
fdved the Hvcs and cflFedls of more than three hundred perfons in Scotland,, who were firmly- 
attached to tbt Go^mntm* — In July 17459 before our fraall army had reached Coiry- 
prg, it was moved. by fome of the dnefs to apply to the prince for a f^roi^detachpo^nt oF 
clans to diilrefs Campbell of Inveraw^s houfe and tenants in the neighbourhpod ; which: 
iny brother Lochicl: and I- fo fiicccfsfuBy oppoicd^ by reprcfenting to our generous- 
leader (whx) was always an enemy to oppreiSon,)^tliat fuph pcoceedings could be nowiOat 
• ufeful to his undertaking, th^t the motion was entirely l^iid afide, to the no fmall mor- 
tification of the propofers. My brother and I llkewife prevented fuch another defign. 
;^ainfl Brea^albane, ti9 the great fetisfjEfc^iojn qf our de^r prince.''— (?« a third Jl\pt^ 
gaper : ** My brother and I did fervice to the town of Clafgow, of which. the princip^^. 
gentry of the neighbourhood were then, and are to this day, very fenfible.'*' On. our 
march to Stirling, I my%lf ^ifi^ered the whole town pf lJ.irkintuJlo!ph f?om beijig die-, 
ftroyed, and its inhabitants put to the fword. — Mr. Campbell of Shawfield o^'es ipe likf — 
wife fome fmall favours done to himffitf and family, which at leaft defcrved fome return. 
in my behalf. And Lady I>i|nt;ai) CaoipbrU of X..qchnel}, dow in London, can, if flie 
pkafcs, vouch for the truth of fome of the above fadsf^'-irrSee London. M^g. v<}l. %v^ 
and Scots Mag. for the year 1753.— Thus ^^* *^"^ worthy and heroic man deferted. 
in his utmoft need, even by thofe who could by fmall exertion Itavc faved liis life ; and-, 
thofe, top, who having beqcfitcd by his, clemency, when many of their £ri<:nd& were 
in his power, ought ever to have been mindful of it. The above ftatement was partly 
furni(hed from the public records of the period ; and partly by the daughter of DoAor 
Cameron^ wiip commuoic;^ed tljiem to th^ author's ajcafcft relati^-e* 
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body, thus mangled, was put into a hearfe, and conreyed pri- 
vately to an undertaker's *. Thus died one of thofe victims,, 
who, fallowing the fkax conviftion of their underftanding in 
what they deemed their iadil^enfable duty, fell facrifices to the 
woeful expediency of the times.. 

Mn John Conachar, the companion of this unfortunate gende->^ 
man, who for fome time had eluded the vigilance of thofe 
employed to enfnare him, was at length apprehended,, on infor- 
mation given by hb own man-fervant,^ on the 3ath of January 
1755, immediately after celebrating the fervice appointed by the 
church of England for the anniverfary of King Charles the Mar-» 
tyrf , and lodged in Stirling jail,, on a charge of fedition ; but 
this charge was afterwards changed to one for the breach of 
AQi 34, Sef. !• Pari. I. anno 1661, Agdnjl Clandeftine andUn^ 
ktw/ul MarriagexX.^^ — Mr. Conachar having been tried in the 
weftern circuit at Inveraray, April nth 1755, a jtiry confift- 
Sng chiefly of thofe of the name of Campbell returned a verdi<St 

♦ ♦* Dr. Cameron's remaihs were earned from Mr. Stephenfon's, undertaker Jn the 
Strand, on Saturday June 9th, at twelve at night, and Interred ia the large ^ault in tiie 
Savoy chapel. Several gentlemen attended, the funeral, who feemed greatly to lament 
hi8 unhappy fate." Scots Mag. June 1753. 

f At his town houfe in Gortlach, parifli of Aberfail, dure of Perth, twelve miles 
N- W. of Stirling. 

X The fpn of this gentleman, Mr. James Conachar, Civil Engineer, died lately in. 
India, whither he had gone to erc6t machinery on an extenfive foreft near Calicut, In 
his profefiion he was fecond to none in this country ; but, having failed in bufmefs, t!ie 
fituatian to which he was invited ia India preOentiog itfelf, he accepted of the offers, 
made him. Soon after his arrival, he was fcized with the ufual fymptoms of a liver com* 
pJalntj and died before he had completed the thii-ty-third year of his age, finccrcly 
bunented : for,, a young man pofEsf&d of a more atfcdionate heart, of jiiHer notions of. 
ht^grity axid hoiour, withal fenfible, well-informed, and accomplUlied in every £ub. 
ftantial branch of knowledge, feldom appears in any age or coui^^. — In him, the 
writer of. thefe pages has loft^a friend whom he Leiiderly bved.. 

in 
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As we poceed from BriaHchoH^ thd pkee which gave occafion 

to the preceding digrcfCon, ^e fall irt with* at frrook that dfefcends 
rapidly from the mountains, through fl wiilding valley to the 

right, 



evidence, and diftatc the application of fuppafitiiiQus criminality in the cafe of the un- 
fortunate perfon who may chance to be put on his trial before a court unduly appoint ed» 
▼enal^ or corrupted. 

It 18 confidently afferted, and believed by many ftill living, that James Stuart \va3 
condemned innocently, and fuffered unjuftly, for the murder of Campbell of Glcnure ; 
nay, fome go the length of faying that he was previoufly deemed a facrifice to the re - 
fdntment of the Campbells ; and it muft be confeffed that the ftrange mode of procedure 
on his trial juftifics the airertion.<— -Let us examine : A man was ihot dead on the fpot^ 
l^ut by whom was not proved, though ftrong fufpicions feH on Donald Brech Stuart, who 
ha j abfconded : yet, as an accejfary^ this gentleman, who, it was proved, was in his own 
Uotife when the deed was perpetrated, was imprifotied vHthont iven.a <w arrant^ no one 
fuffered to.Tifit Irim, fo that he mij^t have an opportunity of piieparing.for his defence; 
—was tried at Inverary^ xhtDuie ofArgyky as Lord Jufticc- General, prefiding in court ; 
and of the jury eleven mtere Campbells^ all of them holding their lands as fubjedl fupcrior 
of the IXiike ; fo that herd was an inHaticey evtfi m lAodim times) of one fitting in the 
double capacity of jtid^e and chief where the fpirit of -Olkttftip muft have inftuenced no 
lefs than the fpirit oi party. .The following extraAs from this intcrefting trial will throw 
better light on the tranfadtion thah any comment whatever : " When Mr. Miller, one of 
the pannel's (prifoner's) lawyers, defired that the deponing witnefs (Mt. Campbell <tf 
Airds) wight be interrogated as to the parniel's mord chara<a«r in the country, and 
particularly whether or not he was a God-fearing man, and generally employed in tak- 
ing care of the affairs of ttfldotvs and orpljont .^" the Lord Juftice General was pleafed 
to oppofe the interrogatory, faying words to this purport : •' Would you pretend, Sir, 
to prove the moral charafter of the pannel, after being guilty of rebeUiony a crime that 
comprehends almoft all other crimes I Here you will find treafonsy murders^ rapines^ op* 
preffions^perjurku'* &c.— To which the lawyer anfwercdy that he abhorred rebellion as 
much as any perfon whatever ; but,, with great fubmiffion, he wdg entitled to plead for 
the pannel, that it was foreign to the prefent cafe, fince the kirtg had been pleafed to 
grant an indemnity in which the pannel was comprehended; iiklthcfeford he could leftafFy 
interrogate the witndTes as to the patrael's moral ohw^iBiet. ""lliis was never refufed " 
added he : « to give an inftance : the famous Coll iws- was a rebel to his God and Savi. 
our, as his vihrfeings.tcftify, yet his moft zealous Qnemse« im^ denied his moral charac- 
ter 
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right, which we pafs, and afcexid the ihoulder of a hillthat rifes 
precipitous from the water's edge^ then defcend gradually into a 
wood overhung with huge fragments of rocks which threaten 
inftant deftru£tion in their falL In pailing through this wood, 
{Coilicbrabj) the weftern extremity of the lake is feen at^ inter- 
vals through the glade, bounded by the dreary precipices o( 
Blengyle. On emerging from the wood of Coiiichrah, we may 

» • 

take our ftations for views of the lake, which here fends forward 
an arm through Glengyle, at Mr. M'Pharlane's houfe, a neat 
though plain manfion, where we command two or three pointa 
Cf view to great advantage^ 

The firft of thefe ftations is from Port-nan^ellatii clofe to- 
Mh M^Pharlane's houfe. The fcenery of tifte lake exhibits 
iefe the moft pidturefqu6 floW of harmonidirg Hnes, bold mafles, 
dnd varied hues* When' the woods put oti th* yellow tints of 
ilutumn, and the bofom of ^e ladce b clear, fiefleStive, and finely 
flMftrined \xi g^adatioAs Cf a^rlaf foftn^fs, the eflfea of fun-fet 
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|er to be extremdyipood.'— The devky however, was forbidden to mark any thing faid 
by the witnefTes. relating tb the goodnefa of'tne pabnel^s moral cfiara<5ler ; as \i obfcrved 
by'ife*. iifcWn (554:).--Remarkatfe waa^fRe-i^^iftTwdF tie poor paonel hlmWf oii 
ttaisficbifioni w)io Md t6 hts'ag^ntt <'I('ifi'lilV^v^ nop ^ m^ lawyer! need g4>c them- 
felvea no further trouble about me : my doom is as certain as if it were pronounced. / 
4ihvayt dreaded tt>is places (Inwdryi) andthe'trfiuirUe thatprtvafts th it; but this out-does 
aB.* God forgive therii.' (k. ^58! Mf« Bcd^. (aiiocher of the pwroner's lawyers) was. 
Uit«rnlptcd1>y Duncan Campbell of Soiith-balI> Q.ne of the jnry^ who faid aloud, < Pr^rr 
StT'^ cutjhorl ;, ^e htpve cntfugh of it, and are qjute Uredf the trial havtng lojied long,' '-^It is 
triic, the tri^ lra"d Isttled loflg, tktt niifi ferttsiTt tetf oPth^ timefpent wei^e employed 
^ the fte^iet\ttctti fofini hcftttti/the |«imcl,-^Thf?ju^y had feti in court ^/ty hmrs 
'mnthoHt Jleep ;' the laft day of the trial 1^0 ootts were takei^by the jury.men ; and in 
Chisftate of the bufinefs^ st verdi^ was broujgdti of Guil^t'y art' and part in the murder of 
fc^ (Jainpbcfi t# Olcfi'urfe - : : . i. 
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is truly charming; aiid a^ tht. Cua.fiql^s ^Mnd the mountaips^ 
Xht fo?nbre deepens evfery inftanti^tp the gray fliades of- the. 
evening ; when the nighl: ia foleni^Ci fJencq.aqlofes.arounjdj aui 
the thia blue vapour fjineads on the diftaat verge of the water^ 
floating along the bofom of the bending fteep ; the moonrif- 
ing in her graceful moveyiepts behind the mountain, lippir^ tha 
top-cliffs with mildeft luftre^^Bovrpawring in a lengthened ftrean^ 
of faint yellow, rays- a^aag ^thre ' lakej n^iuii produce that foft .de-* 
light, whigh ijiifids calc[t^^d- tq relifla;fuch tr^nfcendant fqenea 
of validly /[wc^^ a»d fantaftiju *jaJtujre,..a^; iyc . Jj^tf^^ prefented to the 
fafcinated fenfes, muft feel in high gwU^ga^on, alLjtljiat mojinT- 
^ainy vale, .vvood, and water yiejd, , in this ^(Tembjag^, .pf pi^u- 
refque beauty. ,At thke ilatiptt.hg}:e pointed o\xU Benvenu.Xpvrs^'r^ 
ing above the bwejr eminences^ for^s the ghief feature ia ..the 
back-ground :. in the centre^ the cra^y. wilds pf. Cb///ri&r^i&^ 
terminating in a promontory tbaj jpulji^s. forv^ard|Li|;s wopdled 
form into the lake, makp the chief fe^jtu^e in the prpfped 5 
the intervening grounds forming beautiful indentions and 
capes ; above which, thick wood and hanging rocks boldly pro^** 
jeding, in variegated hues, ^ and rich variety of herbage, ap- 
proach nearer the fore-ground, on the right. Oa the oppofite 
fide of the lake, the contrail; is ftriking indeed ; brown and bar-* 
ren, with fcarcely a, fpot of green vifible, fave where fome fpring, 
oozing through the rufiet heathy fpreads verdure in its courfp, 
the hills on the left rife bare and bleak,. But, on the fore-^ 
ground, the iflands come into the profpeft with peculiar eflfe^j 
and, what in no fmall degree gives character to the whole^ is ai 
hut, the former refidence of tjie famops. highland free-booter 
Roi Roy^ who in his time fpread terror in tliefe parts ; bpt v^a^ 

chiefly 
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Hchiefly formidable to thofewho^ as he alleged, kept pofTefCon 
of his paternal eftates^ which, in ancieot times, were extenfive 
and populous. 

r The fqcond ftatioa for an advantageous pofition to view the 
effed of fcenery on this part of the lake, is on a knoll a little to 
cthe right. Here we. command neariy the fame profped as be- 
fore, only that the iflands are feparated ; and on the whole, 
this ftation may, by fome, be preferred to the former. On 
turning round, and looking up Glengyle, a houfe amid a defert, 
cheerlefs and alone, occaflons but a. chilling fenfation, when the 
idea occurs of fpendii^. a winter in fo dreary a region. But, 
what will not local attachment infpif e ? ' Nay, perhaps, to the 
Inhabitants of thefe wilds, a> change of refideiMe. would be the 
laft wifli of their hearti. Such aie our haHt8:pf aflbciation ! 

In one of thefe ifland.s, it is faid, Rob Roy, after having per- 
mitted a ftewar^ of the Duke of Mohtrofe (whofe property the 
greater part of thefe mountain^ and valleyB. now is) to colled 
the rents,. fave4 him the trouble of carrying horfie'the cafli, and 
confined him for feveral Wieeks, feeding him bn bread and watej: 
all the while, till he difmiiHcd him with a friendly admonition 
never more- to trouble the country with his matter's commands, 
as in future it w48f his intention, to co)lef3; the rents himfelf, and 
apply them to'the maintetia^hce of the widow and the orphan-': 
alleging^ at the fam? time, that in truth he had a natural rlgTil 
to thefe lands himfelf as his indubitable heritage ; for, altheiugb 
liis claims were in fome meafure obfolete, yet he cohfideredaft^ 
(^ attiinder la lemoSe periods as mafte^s.m, 1^0 wjf? foun^e/i.14 
feqtik^^ horWfcdiilg oh Wm-'ln anyfciife'^ 'he thciteft)re miideafiq 
fcrupfe to take the law into his' owri hands, and do as h^ thouftht 
proper in the adminiftra4on>i'acDQrdipg tp l^^iy^iQiia, of ji^iliq;. 
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Rob Roj^ eMsLB C^taphdlj alits M^Gr^or, tlie perfon hfff^ 
alluded to, was brother to the Lainl of M^Oxfigor, the roprefeor 
tative of the Royal Clan jilpine^ (a tribe at one putriod ()f no 
fmall confideration among our Celtic mtfuntaiaeers,) and was^ 
in the abfence of his brother, appointed to the command of that 
clan *. At the battle of Sheriflf-moor, (A* D. 17x5,) Rob Roy, 
who 

— «* Stood' watah 

On A h31» kf to «9^h ' 
The booty for ougl^t that J fawy man ; 

For he ne'er advanced 

From the plaee h« wts ftajavotd^ 
'no nie part ^ dd tUr^Bt a? maV 



is faid to have made this repiy to (me oC tlw oflSicer^ of Ktog 
Jameses army, who had been dtfpatched to order him into a^^oii 

^ The chief of the M^GregorSy if ftOl in b^g^ is a verj poor man^ and lives in a 
miferabk hut on the banks of Lochlomond. Sir John Murray, alias McGregor, ha* 
ktdy afiumcd the arms and nanc of that clan '; great part of whom confider him a^ 
having wcllrgrounded preteafions too« as the chief pf the Royal Clan Alpine. Here 
feems fomethiag peculiarly hard in the fate of this clan ( McGregor }• For feverat cen* 
turies back they have been viewed by the reft of the clans with deteftation and horror | 
though for what juik reafims our Scotifr writers feem greatly at variance in their coo« 
je&ures* Some allege, but do not pretend to bnng forward proofs fufBcient» that the 
McGregors were a difgrace to the reft of our clans, by being more cruel, rapacious, and 
blood-thirfty than their neighbours, who fband them too intrafbible ever to form an alli- 
lincc with them } of confeqaence» they became at laft fo obnoxious, as to render a total 
extirpation of the clan a matter of neceffity ; and accordingly, \he legidature confeatcd 
to a profcription en majfe of the M'Gregors, who were aduaRy hunted wkh bbod^ 
hoonda like w3d beafts I On the other hand, it is faid, a more injured dan than the 
McGregors does not exift { for they were ever found true to then- king and country> 
thought unfortunat^ely for themfclvcs, they were often on the wrong fide of the queftion : 
but, fo terrible were they to their enemies, that unlcft they had been entiidy. cxtirv 
paled, they would foon have become aaovev^maic^ acid ^^royed that AaZ»v^ f^f pofiter 
among oar mountaineens, fo effential to belligefous jur»rprudence. So that, by the iiv* 
triguca of their enenucs at court, their awfut doom was fixed, and carried into horrid 
txccatioD by lojd atukoriiy* Aft it Chadet I^ e» 50. 

with 
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jwith 'hU fbllowcra ; *^ If they ctnnot do it (faid Roy) without 
jBe» they cannot do it with me," and fo left the field. It was 
alleged by foirie, that the Dukd of Argyle, who (iommanded 
the forces agianft th^ rebela, had fuch influence with Rob Roy 
aa to keep him at a diftance ; and it is even faid that the fortune 
of the day turned^ in great mf afure, on this manoeuvre *, Till 
the day of his death, he ceafed not to harafs thofe whom he 
deemed oppreflbrs of the poor; and particularly the families of 
Montrofe, Murray, and Drummond, the three great proprietors 
of that diilri£fc which is fuppoied to have been in the poflefiion 
gf the McGregors, and which Rob Roy alTerted was his by 
right of heritaget and the fwoid bia charter by which he 
Qudntained that right. ^^ Roy had his good qualities/' iays 
Pennant, " and, ftrange to fay," (adds he,) ** was a true friend to 
the widow and orphan f.'* His fon, it appears, followed his 
father's footfteps pretty clo£ely :|; ; for, in our public records for 
the year 1753, we find, that Ro^ Roy^ alias McGregor, fon of 
the famous Rob Roy, and brother to James, was apprehended 
at the fair in Gartmore^ by a party of fbldiers from Inverfnaid^ 
committed to Stirling caille May 19th, and brought to Edin- 
burgh tolbooth on the 26th. He was fugitated, fir ft in 1736, 
for murder, and again in 1 75 1 9 for the forcible abdudion and 
marriage of Mrs. Jean Kay, heirefs of Edinbelly ^ On the 
^4th of January (1753) came on, before the Court of Juftici- 

* See Campbell's Life of Jobn Duke of Argyle > and aUb Bojfc't Htftory of the 
RebeHion. 

f Penoant^a ^^Pg^ ^ ^^ Hebrides^ toI. %. p. ao^ 

% See Note [DQ at the end of the Volnint. 

j Scots Mag. ToL xrr. p* 556* for 1752. 
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ary, the trial of Robert M'Gregor, alias Campbell, alias Drum«- 
mond, alias Robert Orig, fon of the deceafed Robert McGregor, 
commonly called Rob Roy^ indicted, at the inftance of his 
Majefty's advocate, for the crimes of hamefucken, forcible ab^ 
dudion, forcible marriage, and rape. The faiSt founded on, and 
the libel, mutatis mutandis^ were the fame in this cafe as in that 
of the pannel's brother James*. On the 29th the jury gave 
in their verdiiSlj " finding, all in one voice, that the pannel is 
guilty, art and part, of entering, with other lawlefs perfons, 
armed, the houfe of Edinbelly, which belonged to the deceafed 
Jean Kay, defigned in the indidment, where (he and family 
then dwelt, and, in a forcible and hoftile manner, within the 

* The Lord Advocate, in the pleadings an the trial of James Stuart for the murder 
of Colin Campbell of Glenure, before mentioned^ in the following paflages alludeg to 
this James.:—'* And you muft have all heard of the late barbarous enterprize of Robert 
McGregor and his accomplices, in carrying off from her own houfe the unfortunate 
Jean Kay, a young widow, and -an heirefs, in the depth of winter,. and middle of the 
'night, into remote partf of the highlands » and caudng her to be married to that Roberf^. 
a perfon of no fortune, and an outlaw for murder^; for being a cohdu£lor in which at- 
tempt, James Drummond, alias M'Gregor, a brother of- Robert, ia» been lately con- 
vi^ed. The exoufe offered for James McGregor was the fame iniftaken principle* that 
appears to have mifled the unhappy prifoner at the bar. . It was fai4» that James 
M'Gregor was actuated by one t)f the beft affedlions ; he was fceking no perfonal ad- 
vantage to himfelf by that enterprise,' but only to make the. fortune of Robert his 
brother," The fate of Jainesjwas lefs melancholy than that of Robert his brother j^ 
for, while in prifon, his daughter contrived his efcape in^he following manner : Being 
confined in the caftle of Edinburgh, his daughter had liberty to vifit him at flated 
times ; and, being in the habit of doing fa frequently, /he was the lefs fufpe£ked of any. 
defign to favour his efcape: this, however, (he cfFe6^ed,*wrth confidenlble addrefs. 
9f^vii^difgt|ifed'berfi^ jntlif diiefs of acobler, fke caufed her father to exchange clothes 
with her ; and, feigning to quarrel with the pretended cobler for having brought a pair 
of (hoes but ill mended, (he fcoldcd him heaitily ia the hearing of the centinels without ; 
while he, muttering his difconteift at fiicfi rpugh ufage, pafTed the guards unfufpe6i'ed, 
and thus got clear off. The gates of tfie city were fhut as fooA aa his efcape was iif. 
covered; yet every feafch after him proved fnudef;». 
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faiil'houfe, did attack, invade, and lay violent hands wpon the 
perfon'of jhefaid' Jean Kay, and did carry her out and away 
from th^ faid 'houfe.'* The lords fentenced the pannel to be 
hanged in the Qrafs-market of Edinburgh on the 6th of Febru- 
ary next { 1 754)» The condemnation of this perfecuted man was^ 
one^f tbofe a^s at which the feeling mind recoils with horror. 
The circuxnftances attending the alleged criminality of the cafe 
were viewed differently at the very time when people's minds were 
agitated by the bold and barefaced meafures wUich the culprit 
adopted in carrying off his wife ; for fuch fhe always, admitted 
herfelf to be, cohabited with him as fuch, and paid and received: 
vifits with him among their relations and neighbours* Thefe 
circumftances were oflfered to be proved m open court, but re* 
je^ed. It came out on the trial^ that the whole affair had been 
preconcerted between the parties; fo as to give it the appear- 
ance of a run-away-marriage, and thus fave the lady, a widow 
of nineteen *^ from the difpleafure of her mother and other re-, 
latives, who were averfe to- the match. Yet, fo malignantly 
was the profecution carried on againft this unfortunate outlaw,, 
thajt a petition was prefented to the Court of SefEon, February 
1 2th, 1 75 1, by the mother and uncle of Jean Kay, reprefenting 
the affair of the marriage as a breach of the peace, although feve- 
ral attempts had been made, with the affiftance of the military^ 
to take her from her pretended hufband j and praying, that a 
fteward might be appointed on her eftate, with power to apply 
the neceffary fums for carrying on the profecution againft her 
huftand, in order to bring him and his brothers, and their ac- 
complices, to juftice J the prayer of which petition was granted* 

• SLe had been the wife of John Wight of Eafler-GUnSf 
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On hearing of this^ ' Robert and his wife repaired to Edin-^ 
burgh, and prefented a counter-petition, which was rejeded. 
A fecond was prefented ; but it ihared the fame fate. On the. 
1 8th of March his wife was examined by three of the criminal* 
court judges, viz. Lords Juftice'CIerk, Drummore, and Elchies ; 
when fhe acknowledged that fhe had been married, and that 
fhe inclined to adhere to the marriage, and live in comfort with 
her hufband. But her mother and friends perfuading the 
judges that, by giving her over in charge to them, the falfe im« 
preflions under which ihe then laboured would be foon changed 
into very different fenfations, and the real ftate of the cafe would 
be thus known, they ordered Jean Kay into the cuftody of a 
Mr. Wightman of Maulflie, refiding in the Potter-row, near 
Edinburgh. Here (he remained in clofc confinement, centinels 
being placed at the door of the houfe by order of the magiftratcs, 
from the i8th of March till the 4th of June, when a declara« 
tion, which in the mean time had been obtained, was adhered to 
before the Lord Juftice Clerk and Lord Drummore, in which 
the unfortunate delinquent was libelled by his infatuated wife 
for the crimes above-mentioned. After emitting the declarsi* 
tions contained in this libel, flie was fet at liberty j and, with- 
out being permitted to have fo much as ode interview with h^r 
hulband, was hurried away to Glafgow by her mother, where 
fhe was attacked by the fmall-pox, of which fhe died on the 
4th of Oflrober 1751. Her unfortunate hulband was feized^ 
condemned, and hanged, as already mentioned*. Thus we 



are 



* In order to aggravate the cafe of this unfortunate maft^ every thing that coul^ be 
brought againft his moral char3£ter was heaped together, as a formidable body of evi. 
deuce ; among bther things, that of murder, houghing of cattle ; and the court fnftained 
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are furnifhed with woeful examples ,of the rancorous fpirit with 
which, even in latter times, the M'Gregors were hunted down. 
But, happily, the time is paft ; and this clan may once more 
become as refpeftable as It is formidable, and raife itfelf above 
the narrow prejudices of party fpirit, fo long the difgrace of this 
part of our ifland. But, to return: 

On leaving this part of our e^cqurfion, we ought, if poffible, 
to fail down the lake, on out return. The fccnefy, in this cafe, 
appears with every advantage ; as, when the weather is favour- 
able, we can more eafily conduct our movements on the water, 
and take fuch flations, in the middle, or on the fides of it, as we 
may judge moft fuitable to our purpofe. 

On our approach to. the eaftern (tiores of the Lake, the en- 
trance into it prefents a witd. magnificence, peculiar almoft to 
the fpot which we now furvey. On the left, the hoary cliffs, 
hung with weeping birch, and variety of brufh^wood matted 
and thick woven, are feen {helving in airy grandeur ; while the 
bare pinaclc of Binean above the reft, and direftly oppofite 
to Benvenu^ raifes ^^ fantaftic forms unfe^n, fave to the poet's 
eye." 

High on the top-cUlFs of. yon conic fteep 

Scotland's dread Genius ftood, and gasM afar 

On Rome's proud legions. Hark ! the founding flueld 

Twangs on his ann> while echo pours along» 

And roufes Albion's chieftains — Quick thro' wood. 

O'er wild, from winding valley, mountain^ plaia^ 



thefe as valid aggravations of his guilt, particularly that of habit and repute of theft ;~ 
but as to the murder of John M'LmFep of Weftem-Inverafay with which he was, together 
with his brothers, accufed, he ftood acquitted; as alfo'of the houghing and wounding 
of cattle ; thefe things not having been ptwta. 
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Come pouring forth, fierce^ and indignant, thofe 
To conqacr, to repel the foe, refolvM 
Glorioufly to fidly fighting for freedom. 
Freedom's injured caufe.-— Behold them now, 
Marfhall'd in lengthened line, a hardy race 
Of dauntlefs warriors, favage, fierce, relentlefs ; 
Moving along to meet th' invading crew.— 
SubL'me in ire, the Guardian Genius (hakes 
His pohd^x>u8 Javelin, ffamps his fteel-(hod heel— > 
The confcious mountain reels; (hook to the centra 
And now ezplofive, rocks head -long hurl down. 
Huge in chaotic wildnefs, rude eraafs'd ; 
As bounding in acceleration dreadful ! 
Shattering each oak, tearing the wooded fteep> 
And cru(hing in their courfe each living form* — 
How vaft the ruin !-— > 
The Spirit of the Lake in depth profound. 
Starts 'mid the dire convulfion, - (hrieks aloud, 
And ftares in w{ld confdlon. Now a(kance 
He darts a icarfol look, where undifmay'd 
The Guardian Genius ftands, while round him fla(h 
Heaven's thunder-bolts ; and awful thunder peals ^ 
*Tis paft. — Nature now paufes*—^ 
Calm is the bofom of the deep, and ftill 
The darken'd air * The Spirit of the Lake 
Solemn and low mutters his vaft amazement^ 
To whom the Guardian Genius : 

" Afcend with me ; yon coming blaft 
See, down the Lake it feuds along, 

Laftiing the wild waves— bind it faft | 
And on its fpeed, the clouds among. 

Swift dart we to yon darken'd ftrand, 

^ Where Roman legions dare profane 

The hallow'd templeo of our land. 

Now, liafte, away in vain, in vaia 

They tread exulting o'er our fields.—- 
Sons of the mountains! meet the foe 

In confii6k fierce.— -He yields, he yields I 
Scatter'd in wild difmay, now lo 

Seeks (belter in Lis (hips.** 
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To whom the Spirit of the Lake 

— — ** Tie done, 'tis done— 

The battle's fought»^the battle's won ; 
Our warriors crownM with viftory return. 

And find repofe amid our mountains wildf 

Where fweet domefHc joys moft mild 
Await the truly brave, whofe bofoms burn 
With love of country, love of human kind !*' — 

The pieafures of imagination, amid the fcenes that here prefent 
themfelv«s, can hardly be fupprefled. ** As they are the inlets 
(as Akenfide degantly exprefles it) of fome of the moft ex- 
quifite pleafuris we are acquainted with, men of warm and 
fenfible tempers have fought means to recall the delightful per- 
ceptions they afford, independent of the objeds which origi- 
nally produced them. This gave rife to the imitative' or 
defigning arts; fome of which, like painting and fculpture, 
diredly copy the external appearances which were admired ia 
nature ; others, like mufic and poetry, bring them back to re- 
membrance by figns univerfally eftablifhed and underftood." 

Here the painter, (whofe pradifed eye fees at a glance the 

fubjedi that fuits beft the pencil,) as he fails flowly along, will 

find ample fcope for fele(9:ion and arrangement. Indeed, the 

artift pofleired of that genuine enthufiafm neceflary in the mind 

of one keen in the purfuit of excellence, can never be at a lofs, 

where fuch aprofufion of pifturefque objefts is to be met with ; 

and while his iketch-book and pencil are in his hands, he may 

catch, in a favourable point of view, fome bold feature, or happy 

effed, and render it fubfervient to the compofition of tne fu- 

blime in landfcape. Thus Sahator Rofa^ and the immortal 

Claude Lorrain made their ftudies after nature ; it is unneceflary 

to fay with what fuccefs. 

S 2 ; On 
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On taking leave of this region of fublimtty and hiftorical in- 
cident, we feel recalled to the mind the images which were 
excited as we rambled through the intricate defiles and mazes 
on the pleafant and truly admirable banks of Loch- Kaitrtn. 

We now return by the fide of the Lochs Achray and Vena- . 
char \ the fcenery being reverfed in point of profpe^Si, keeps the 
attentiQil ever on the ftretch, and rewards it with variety and 
interefL 

A craggy knoll, infulated by two branches of the ftream that 

empties Loch-Kaitrin into Loch- Achray, is (hewn to the travel- 

» . • . 

ler as neutral ground ; to whom it belongs not having been 

-' * " • 

properly afcertained, there being two claimants *, neither of 

whom has yet made good his pretenfions to this barren fpot : 

• . ■ - * * 

of courfe it remains an emblem of former times, when deadly 
feuds decided who fhould have the right. 

Formerly the whole of this diftrid belonged to the Earl of 
Mar, but was afterwards exchanged for the eftate of j4Ioa. A 
more complete foreft for deer can hardly be found any where ; 
it being fupplied with wood and water, and almofl inaccelfible 
in many parts: the range is extenfive, mountainous, and abound- 
ing in fprings and moft excellent pafture ; and, what animals of 
the deer kind love above every thing elfe, filence and repofe 
feem to have fixed their refidence here. 

Amid thefe glens a faithful few adhere to the almoft extin<3: 

family of Stuart. " Henry IX. (Cardinal York)" fay they, 

' * ' ' ' 

** yet liveth ; fhould he not marry and have iflue f , the King 

■ 

of Sardinia is the heir apparent ; and fhould he even fail in 

* The Earl of Moray, and the Duke of Montrofe* 
f This flun k paft 70yaDd moreover a Cardioait 

4 heirs 
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heirs: to the Briti(h throae, others may he fpund, whofe title is 
preferable to the houfeof Hanover!'' Even at thi^ day, a faiths 
fulfcw meet in Edinburgh, and preferve the ancient eftablifh- 
ment of Church and King zj^ before the revolution. Thcjy 
fcruple not to aflert, that the qualification of the Scotiih Epiicopal 
clergy, in 1688, was a.grofs fahifm, and that their minds may yet 
be enlightened, in copfequence whereof they! may be enabled to 
trace their way back, and return into the bofom of the church, 
in all humility and godly forrow. < .^ 

Although this part c^ the highlands is beft adapted for (heep^ 
yet feveral patches on the fides of the lakes are cultivated with 
grain, and in the modem modes of agricultilre too :. not only the 
Scotiih plough is changed for the Englilh, buY^veh threfhing m** 
chines have lately been introduced. The former divifion of run^- 
rig is laid afide, and the fmall farmers have their allotments better 
defined and more compaft, which is a great improvement. In 
July early potatoes are ready ; in AugUft the flax is pulled ; in 
September, the barley harveft commences; and the oats, arid late 
peafe and potatoes, are ready by the middle of Oftober, arid 
fometimes earlier, in good feafons *. There is a brilk market 
for every article of fuftenance in this parifh ; and provifions are 
pretty reafonable. In fhort, its advantages are many, and its 
means of improvement within the reach of public fpirit and 
induftry, well regulated and properly applied. 

Inftead of purfuing, on our return, the courfe of that branch 
of the Teath which iffues from Loch-Venachar, we keep to 
the left, along the bafe of BenUdi^ and pafs the north branch of 
the Teath over the bridge at Bo-cajlle^ formerly the refidence of 

* Slatiftical Accounts. 

the 
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the BalfourSy of Burlicy now the property of the Earl of Breadal- 
bane. The tradition refpeding the manner of obtaining this 
caftle 18 not very honourable to the anceftorB into whofe pot- 
feflion it firft came. But, if a ftrifl: Scrutiny were to be made 
into the titles of the pofleflbrs of landed property, what might not 
the confequences be ? This farm, in point of hill grazing and low 
pafture, is extenfive and profitable. On the plain, the appearance 
of an artificial bank has given rife to the conjedure that former- 
ly lines of approach were made to reduce the caftle which fome- 
where (the precife fpot not known) was in this place, as its name 
B(h<Qflle implies : but to indulge in conjedural etymology, and 
fanciful theory, may certainly miflead, and inculcate error: 
Hence the folly of feeking after vain derivatives, without im- 
port or meaning} neverthclefs, remains of antiquities and names 
o£ places are frequently to be met with throughout Scotland^ 
refjpedling which it may happen that a coincidence between 
words and local circumflances does exift : yet it mufl be con* 
fti[QdiJqmewhat too much of this kind is manifefl in our Statiflical 
Accounts, that might have been fpared. Whatever is authenti- 
cated by hiflory ought never to be omitted ; but furely fidion 
ought not to be fubftituted for fad ; neither ought ideal fancies 
to occupy the place of genuine data. 

As we pafs over the bridge of Kilmacboog^ we fee a cemetery 
on the right, in which formerly flood a chapel, dedicated to St. 
Chug*, whofe feftival falls on the 26th November, on which a 
cattle market is held in the neighbourhood. There is an artif 
ficial mount called Tomachejfaig zX. the bridge of Callander, , 

■ 

* Probably the fame with St. Machutc, Bifhop and Confcffor, A. D. 553. See 
Keitb'* Catalogue, p. 234* 

where 
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where the church-yard is, dedicated, as fome fuppofe, to " iSif. 
Mackejfage Bifhop and Confeflbr in Scotland*," A. D. 52a. At 
Little Leney^ the burying place of the Buchanans^ a knoll, fimi- 
lar to that above-mentioned, but fomewhat larger, is Ilill extant. 
Tradition fays, that thefe little mounts were ufed for butts oa 
Sundays after eyening-fervice, when . the exercife of the bow 
and arrow was kept up. This pra<3:ice was univerfal all oyer Scot- 
land, at fo late a period as the acceffion of our Sixth James to 
the Englifh throne f • In the time of James I. the beft and 
mod accomplifhed of our Scotiih Princes, archery, as a military 
art, was held in high eftimation. In his j-eign an ^d was paOfed 
ordaining " every pcrfon after twelve years of age, to buflc 
{/• e. equip) himfelf as an archer : that bow be maid near every 
paroch kirk, wharin, on holydays, men may cum and fchutte at 
leaft thrice about, and have ufage of archerie ; and whafa ufes 
not the faid archerie, the laird of the land, or the femfF, fall 
raife (i. e, fine) him a wedder.'' Pari. L A£t 18. By a fubfeguent 
z&i wmpon-fcbawing (/. e. a general mufter) with bow and ar- 
row was appointed four times in the yean Although the intro- 
dudlion of fire-arms has caufed the total difufe of archery, yet^ 
fo fond are the Scots of this ancient armour, that, even at this 

* Keith's Catalogae, p. 232. Near Lufs od Lochlomond* a catm^ or heap of SoDes, 
k to be feen in memory of this Saint. See Pennant's. Tour in Scotland, p. 247. ' 

f •* Their weapons againft their enemies are bows And arrows. The arrows, for the 
moft part hooked, with a barb on either fide, which once entered within .the body -can- 
Bot be drawn forth again, unlefs the wound be made wider. Some of them fight with* 
fwords and axes. In place of a drum they have a bagpipe. They delight miich in 
mufic, but chiefly in harps and clairfchoes of their own fafhion. They fing verfes prettily 
compounded, containing (for the moft part) praifes of valiant men. There is not almoft 
any other argument whereof their rhymes entreat.'' See Dcfcription of the Ifles of 
Scotland." London 1603* 
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day, the royal company of Scotifli archers keep up regular meet- 
ings, and (hoot annually for a prize at Edinburgh, and likewife 
at Muffelburgh. 

The traveller who may incline to vifit the Locb of Monteitb^ 
and Lochaird^ a diftance^ in all,- from Callandar of about twelve 
miles, will be much gratified with fcenery, if not fublime, yet 
kittle lefs interfting than that already vifited. The Loch of 
Monteith is a (beet of water remarkable not only for pid:u« 
reique beauty, but alfofor having, in former times, been chofen 
as a fweet retreat for a Priory, the ruins of which are flill to 
be feen on the largefl of two fmall iflands, that conftitute the 
chief ornaments of this Lake. This Monaftery, namely, ^' iSi- 
fula StL ColmocSj^ belonged to the Abbey of GambuS" Kenneth y al- 
ready noticed. It is faid to have been founded by Murdoch earl 
of Monteith, who was killed at the battle of Duplin in the year 
1332.; but Spot^ifwood feems to doubt this^ as in Prynn^s Ctd^^ 
ieStdnsy voL 3, p^? 653, mention is made that ^\Adam Priour de 
rifle de Saint Colmocb fwdre fealty to Edward h in the year 
1296, as alfo did Alexander Earl oi Monteith iidXhtx to the above 
Earl Murdoch *. The Loch of Monteith codtains trout,; percfa^ 
pike ^d eel. Salmon alfo were to be foiind in the FortfaVi3Ut 
have .nearly difappeared iince the mofs of Kincardine began td 
be floated down the river. 

Locbaird is about five miles fouth-weft of the Loch of Mon<; 
teith. The remains of a cailellet, faid to have been built by the 
Duke of Albany in the minority of James L are ftill to be feed 
on a fmall ifland in the midft of the Lake. 



* See Spottifwood's Account of Rcligious-houfcs. 
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- To the botaaift, as well as to the mineralogift, the grouads 
oyer which we travelled prefent a rich variety of objeds for 
fpeculation. 

Amoqg the botanic plants which here abound, are to be found 
liver-wort [lichen caninus of Linnaeus), the medicinal qualities of ' 
which are by Dr. Mead highly extolled in cafes oi hydrophobia:^^ 
uva urfi arbutus^ Linn, .(whortleberry), a low ihrub, the leaves . 
of which fomewhat refemble the myrtle, and are deemed medi- i 
cioal i it was much recommended by Dr. de Haen of Vienna 
in nephritic complaints, and in cafes of ulcerations in the urin- 
ary paffage: — ctub-mofs {lycopodiumy Linn.) in variety ; it was 
formerly ufed by the natives as a verydraftic emetic : — hottk^mrfs^ 
(J^lacbnum) bryums^ bypnums^ and other mofles in great Variety, 
as defcribed by Liohtfoot in his Flt^a Scotica ; as alfo of the 
clafs Cryptogamia^ the twenty-founh in the order of Linnseus, in 
number four, viz. flags, ferns, mufhrooms, mofles, with their 
genera and fpecies } but this clafs of plants is but ilightly noticed 
in the Flora Scotica. 

The minerals of this diflrid are numerous and valuable ; par- 
ticularly the foflils. A lead mine was formerly wrought in the 
N. W. fide of Benledi, that yielded twenty fhillings wprth of 
filver in the hundred weight of ore ; but fince this trad of 
country was reftored to the original proprietor, Mr. Drummond 
of Perth, little has been done in fearch of more valuable veins. 
This certainly is a negleift, and ought not to remain fo. There 
are, no doubt, many veins of rich quality ; as, on feveral parts 
of the Perth «ftate hereabouts, fpecimens of lead ore have been 
picked up lately, that fufiiciently indicate an abundance of this ^ 
valuabk metal, Co much ufed in the arts. 

T Of 
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Of the foffil fubftaaces of ftone» a great yariety 9n to Be met 
with in this diftrid. Among others, the pudding ^one fwurm^^ 
Jlcin gum*^ under which Werner comprehends calcareous 
quartz, pebbles of various colours, filiceous fchiftus in argillaceous 
beds, or in cements of fand-ftone) forms the greater part of the 
fpecies of rock above Callander. It is remarkably durable ; and 
fevecal of the houfes ia the village are built of it: it has a^ 
beautiful appearance, having a deep red cement, through which, 
ace inCeifperfed pebbles of various colours* The vein^ of this v 
rock ftretches in the diredion S. W. and N^ £. for feveral miles, . 
through rivers, lakes, valleys and mountains ; the * ftrata lie in 
flags of vaft diosrenfions, and<of no determinate thicknefs, the 
cutters inclining varioufly^ Two parallel veins to this^ pudding*- 
ftone rock, the one of lime ftone, of afine blue,\and ftreak-ed* 
with white, the otlier of flate, of a deep purple, run at the dis- 
tance of a^ mile from each other, over a vaft trad' of ^country ; as^^ 
alfo a vein of fand-ftone rock, inrthe feme diredion. Granite ofi 
various form and colour^ but chiefly grey and blue, compofe the • 
greater part of the mountainous regions of this diftria, together^ 
with marble, that might be wrought*^ with confiderable profit? 
and 'advantage. A great variety of argiUaceou^ earth is- to be-^ 
met with in every dire£tion ; the blue, grey, a*id white clays*, 
are remarkably fine, and might be turned', to good account in^. 
the manufadure of porcelain^ * > 

The formation of mountains is one of the fublimef^ fubjeds* 
for fpeculation in the whole range of natural hiftory. The-i 
various thcorief^, fplendid as hypothetical, that have fervedto'^ 

« 

'J 

* Sec Kirwan's Ekments of Mineralogyi Croniledt's Sept. Min, and Sch^ijuflcr't 
Syft.o£Mia. . ^ ./ 
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amufei) while they failed to iiifiruft, feem to have vanifhed one 

after the other, as the fleeting phantoms which hewilder the 

heated imagination of the fpeculative vifionary in philofophy; 

without fo much as fuggefling to the mind that fome time was 

loft in the purfuit. The prevailing notion among minerailogifts 

of the higheft repute is, that mountains '* feem to be formed by 

precipitation or depofition *." The primitive mountains, ot 

stocks, have their foundations as deep-feated iti the earth as the 

labour of man has penetrated ; and they alfo coxnpofe the moft 

elevated parts of the known world. The granite rocks are 

more univerfal than any other throughout the various fedtions 

-of the globe yet difcovered. This granite is confidered by js&» 

neralpgifts to be of two fpecific kinds, which they denominatte 

frtmary zxAficondary ; the former containing no petrifa^ioos 

of animals, vegetables, or metals ; the latter containing occafion- 

•aily thefe ; as alio, opal, topaz, fliorl, gainets, amethyfts^ and 

adamamine fpar. The fecondary mountains are ftratified ; fuch 

as bafalt, ftratified argillaceous fchiftus (flaty clay), aluminous 

fchiftus, lime-ftone, marl, fand-ftone,whet-ftone, milUftone, pud* 

ding-ftonef, coal, clay, marble, limeftone, loadftone, chalk, flint, 

barytes, iron, kad, copper, rock-fak, gypfum : to which maybe 

'added^ affuvialX and volcanic mountains ; the former confifting 

<;hiefly of bituminous wood, loam, fand, and potter's ciay ; while 

the produds of t&e latter are, lava, pumice, and volcanic aflies* 

1?^hen to thdfe are added organized vegetable and animal eatth,the 

. . ." • . 

• SchemifTei's Syftcm of Min. 

f This ftonc obtained its name from our Englijb lapidaries. 

X The pfoduds of alluvial mountains are, o^arfliy iron ore, aluminous earth artd 
^^vHj; fttd&'Cs pitdi tmf , moor toil^ oofs turf, heath t«f, &c*.. . / . > - . i/i i 
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formations of ftony fubftances, fuch aa are the component patta 
of our mountains, feem before us, 

^^ The flighted acquaintance with the (lony fiibftances that come 
under our infpe^lion (fays the learned and ingenious Kirwan) is 
fufficient to convince us that they were once in a foft or liquid 
ftate.^ That this was the date of the mountains in this part of ovut 
ifland, there is little reafon to doubt ; but in what manner they 
became arranged in the beautiful ftrudure which they at prefent 
exhibit feems ta elude the keened and bed conduced refearches 
of our mod rational theorids. The ideas of the late learned 
HuttoUj with refpeA to fire and water as. the primary agents ill 
4he formation of mountains, and the continual formation of coui- 

'^ents at the bottono of the ocean, to rife in their turn, when 
thofe which at prefent fuppprt animal and vegetable evidence 
are fwept into the fea, producing thus the pure, eternal fbate of the 
globe, are ftill received among geologids with much hefitation. 
Nor are the wild notions of our ingenious adronomer HcrfcbcU 
better adapted for enabling us to account for the phenomena of 
the formation, of this our terraqueous planet. Ai:cor.ding to the 

« theory of HerfcbeUy it appears that the fua is in a date of ig- 
nition at its £urface^ emitting light without much internal heat ; 
that the earth was a past of the fun, and projeded fronk it by zxk 
explofion ;: that as it cooled in its afceat, its nucleus c^ granite, 
bafaltes,. porphyry, &c. became harder i and that the vapouns 
axifmg in this date of fufion were condenfed,. and formed the 
waters on its furface*. But, although it cooled at its furface, yet 
at its centre fire dill exids. : hence volcanic phenomena, and: 
the appearances on the earth of continents, iflands, and feas. 
During the central^ cxplofions of the earth, the mooQ was pco- 

jefted;. 
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jeAedj henee, its influence on the tideSi and its moTement^ 
conjoined to the earth V orbit.. 

^ Gnomfs f how you trtmbled with the dreadful force 

When earth secoiling ftagger'd from her coiufe ;, 

When» as her line in (lower circles fpun,. 

And her (hockM axis nodded from the fun^ 

With dreadful march the accumulated main 

Swept her vafL wrecks of mountain^ Tale, and plain'f 

Andy wh3e new tides their (houting floods unitCy 

And hail her queen fair regent of the nfght ; 

Chained to one centre whtrl'd the kindred fpheres^ 

And mark'dwith.lunar cycles iblar years.. Darwin^rBut. GarJL 

Splendid as this theory may appear, which, is fo happily expreilecS 
in the harmonious numbers oi Darwin ; yet it mu&be confeiSed^ 
that however it may be fuited for the charms of poetry, calm 
philofophy muft paufe ; for the efSuflons of fancy enter not inta 
the fober reflexions of the higher branches of fcience ; where the 
powers of intelleA are called int^ action, and where the atten* 
tion and judgment feled and arrange the materials for rearing 
the fuperflruAure of true knowledge, ufeful as fatisfaAory* It 
was thus that Bacam and Newton conduded their refearches^ 
and eftablilhed their pofltions, by references to the immutable, 
laws of the material world* 

From the mountainous nature of this diftrid of Pferthihiire, 
much rain falls here; yet the air is falubrious, and the inhabitants 
healthful, many of them living to a good old age. The parifli t^ 
not populous for its extent, there being, according to the SiatiftL- 
eal Account, about two thouiand one hundred^ inhabitants, nearly^ 
one half of whom refide in the village of Callander, including^ 
the fettlcments of invalids, whofe huts are feen on the rifing 
ground to the north-eaft. The chief occupation of the villagers 

ia^ 
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^18 field hho»t i but there fire alfo weavers, ttfylon, earpefileMi 
xnafoasy &c. ; on the whole they are fober and indiiftriout ; aad 
there are very few poor on the pariih. There are two great 
fairs, and three lefler for country meetings, at Callander ; and 
much bufmefs is tranfaded at the two former by Englifli drovers. 

Neither the horfes nor the horned cattle in Callander are of the 
true highland breed ; yet the former are liardy and fure«footed ; 
and the latter feed up well, and are fit for the dairy. About 
^five and twenty or thirty years ago, the iheep and farming bufi- 
nefs was firft introduced into the highlands ; when this di(lri£t 
was among the earlieft to embrace the fpeculation* : aad a pro« 
Stable one it has proved indeed ; at leaft to the land-owners and 
iubftantial taxmen. — It has already been houced how prejudicaal 
this mode of farming is to population ; and yet, happily, it 
feems to have had little efied in this way in thefe parts ; for, 
according to the returns made in 1755, the number of fouls m 
the pari(h of Callander amounted to 1 750 ; amd by the Statiftical 
Account in 1790, it was 2100; fo that it appears the number 
Ivad increaCed 350 fince the former periods 

The fifh found in the lakes and rivers here, are falmoo, trOuts, 
greylings, pikes, jacks, eels ; to thefe may be added that fpecies 
of mufcles in which pearls are found { but this latter f^(h feems 
^^xhaufted, from the great eagernefs which the people on the 
; banks of the Teath di&overed to beqome rich by means of the 

.pearl Jijhcry. 

Although this diftrid can hardly be deemed higbUmdy yet the 

language fpoken by the generality of the people is a bad dialed 
of tjjie ancient .Celtic or Gaelic, greatly corrupted, and vulgar in 

* .See Note £E3» at die end of the voluaie* 

j)oint 
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point of pronunciation* The dialed of the Scoto-Saxon, or 
language of the lowlands, is fpoken much iii the fame vulgar 
and drawling accent. The cuftoms, however, of this part of 
the country are altogether highland. For example : on the firft 
day of May (old ftyle), which is Beltin-day'^j the boys of the^ 
neighbouring hamlets meet, and retire to fome fequeftered fpot 
amid the hills, where they cut a circular trench out of the green 
turf, in the centre of which a table is formed, round which they* 
fit and eat a^ repafl: dreflbd in the following manner for the 
occaiion : Milk and eggs being made into the confidence of 
a cuftard, an oatmeal cake is kneaded very thick, and toafted by ' 
being fet up againft a done at the embers : this is called a btmniicb* 
ctloicbj or ftone-cake. As to each perfon prefent a portion of this^ 
cake id to be diftributed, it is cut into the requifite number of 
pieces* One bit of it is then bedaubed with charcoal, and the 
whole put into a bonnet* Each lad draws out a bit ; and he toi 
whofe lot the black falls, is faid to be devoted to Beal-teine^ BeU^ 
tin, or BaalVfire, as a facrifice. Inftead of actual immolation;^ 
however, the victim is made to ikip three times through the 
glowing embers^ and here the ceremony ends* Another cuftom^, 
alfo the relick of ancient fuperftition, is ilill obferved, though,. 
like the former, it is- falling rapidly into negle£t. On the. ift of^ 
November, jiU-Saints even^ fires, ufually made of ferns, are* 
kindled on knolls within fight of each other, and the boys in«*- 
ttrefted in each fire fet ftones-on end amid, the a(hes, which « 

♦ The PaRRa^ or feaftof FaU*^ goddefs of fbepherdsy wsw obferred by the Romans 
CO the I lib of the Kalends of May, with great foleaintty. Among other eeremonies 
they concluded with dancing over the fires they had made in the fields, of fucith (lubble aa 
they could gfather for the purpofe. This feftival Is called fometimes PdrUia apariendo, 
fnnn orifona made for the fecundity of their flocks and herds. See Ovid. FalL v. 721, 
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are coUed^d carefully into a circular form^ one ftone for each of 
the party concerned ; and if it (hould happen that any (lone is 
moved out of its place before next morning, the perfon repre- 
fented by fuch ftone, is fuppofed to be fey^ i. e. unfortunate^ 
devoted, and doomed to die within a year from that day. But 
through moil other parts of the north and weft of Scotland the 
feftival of All-Saints, or HalloW'/en is ftill kept with much fan*, 
taftic ceremony and feftivity ; for a charaderiftlc defcription of 
which, fee Burns's admirable poem intitled Halloween^ fubjoined 
to which are notes that explain many of the ftrange cuftoms 
not altogether exploded even to this day. . 

As we proceed on our journey from Callander weftward, we 
fee on the right the family manfion of the Buchanans ofLeney; 
the prefent reprefentative is Hamilton of Bardowie. The charter 
of this family is as old as the year 1 247, having been obtained in 
the 23d year of Alexander IL*8 reign*. It appears from the remains 
of an old caftle j* at the manfe of Callander, (on which the date 
above the principal door is 1596) once the refidence of the 
Livingftons of Linlithgow, now the property of the family of 
Perth, that near the foot of thefe mountaina was confidered a 
favourable retirement in former times, as on any fudden emer- 
gency the hills might be reforted to ; and, amid the faftnefles of 
the Grampians the enemy be fet at defiance. On approaching 
the Pafs ofLtney^ the traveller muft be ftruck with the appear- 
ance of the vaft wooded amphitheatre rifing in folemn grandeur 
before him* 

* See Bucluintti^f Achmor's Hiftory of the fttrname Buchanan, p. 96, 9^. 

t In 1737 this caftle, then completely m mint, wa8 taken down to build a mill and 
a^am head.dike. The prefent manfe was alfo in part built of what remained about 
twenty years fincc, Stat. Ace. I^uilh Calhmdgr. 

Oa 






CALLANDER. ^ 

On pafliDg through the fmall village of Kilmaboog^ which is 
pleafantly fituated along the river Teatb^ we foon enter the 
woodof Lainy^zxiA reach theP^ to the north- weft Highlands. 
At prefent) the wood being cut down, as we approach^ the 
bending preciinces are feen in full mafs, gloomy and folemn* 
But, before the wood was ftripped of its honours, the traveller, 
long ere he arrived at the Pqft^ heard, but faw not the whole 
volume of the river as it ruflied through the huge fragments of 
rock that here form the bulwark of this narrow entrance into 
the Grampians ; and on his arrival, he caught a glimpfe of its 
foaming fury as it burft forth : while, turning to hb right, he 
found himfelf immediately under a vaft precipice, oa the hang- 
ing clifl^ of which trees hid from his fight the vaft height to 
which it towered ; and, before him, he perceived at its bafe, 
only a few feet cut out of the folid rock, impending over a 
roaring catarad, critical in the extreme, by which he was to 
gain accefs into the faftnelles, where, till towards the middle of 
the prcfent century, a people remained, ^* untouched by the 
Roman or Saxon invafions on the fouth, and by tfaofe of the 
Danes on the eaft and weft ikirts of their country ; the unmixed 
remains of that Celtic empire which once ftretched &ova the 
pillars of Hercules to Archangel *." 

Having gained entrance, we foon reach the weftem extremity 
of the wood ; on clearing which, to one who never has been 
before in the Highlands, a new fcene of magnificenoe prefenfis 
itfelt A glen, wild, fterlle, bleak, fhut out from all but the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring mountains, which here appear 
almoft inacceffible, ftrikes the ftranger with awe j and he thanks 

^ Dakympk's Memoirs of Great Britaiii^ 
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Heaven that his lot was not caft on fo cheerlefs a fpot *. In this 
folitude, though in its afpeil comfortlefs in the extreme, fuch is 
the grandeur which nature, in rude magnificence, difplays, that 
the bold features of the furrounding mountains cannot fail to 
rivet the eye of the traveller, and raife in his mind correfponding 
emotions of the fublime. In the middle ground a wooded kno}l, 
finely formed, round which, on the left hand, the Teath^ near 
its fource, takes its firft fweep, and hurries through a fmall mea* 
dow, forms an interefting feature. The ruins of a mill f re in 
the fore-ground. On the right, a flope, fudden in its afcent, but 
miferably deftitute of every thing like velrdure, ftr:etches forward 
into the profped, which is bounded by a mountain, not alto- 
gether inelegant in point of fhape. On the lefr^ the north-weft 
flioulder oi Benledi^ rifing in an almoft perpendicular dired:ion, 
huge, rugged, and fteep, marked by the mountain streams of 
many ages, frowns over us in gloomy filence. The efFed is im.^ 
preffive ; and the more fo,^s it is fudden and Uiipxpededt But, 
as we proceed, on.gaining the knoll already noticed, the blue ex- 
panfe of Loch Lubnaig ia feen fpread out before us^ The hill 
of Ardcbulery^ which rifes in dignified elevation, verdant to the 
top, and prettily wooded along . its bafe,. terminates the view* 
Beneath the brow of this hill a folitary and but fmall manfiou, \ 

on a plat of rifing ground, clofe on the margin of the Lake, for- 1 

merly the hunting feat of our Abyflinian traveller Bruce of 
KiNNAiRD, is feen pleafantly fheltered amid trees, behind which 
a glen winds up the fteeps, and is hid from the fight by the 
rifing fweep of the ridge that ftretches above on the left, with ^ 

* On this fpot, however, it wis the fate of the author of thefc pages firft to draw 
breath j and a n\ore barren wade is fcarcely to be met with in the whole weftcrp diftridl 
of Perthfliire. The name of the farm ia TomUoy Birch-hill, 
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LOCH LUBNAIG. 147 

t 

an indmatioQ gientle and elegant, from the water's edge^ This 
forms a fine contraft to the oppofite fide-wing, a bold mafs, 
called Craig^norcO'^beily y whofe deep Ihade throws darknefs over 
the lake ; and whofe impending cliffs, hoary amid a thoufand 
frago^ents of fcattered remnants, hurled down from time to time 
by mountain torrents from the top-cliffs, are feen refleSed in 
the opaque mirror of the lake below ; and as the margin, clofe 
in upon the water, approaches nearer the eye, its verdure, and 
woods, and broken grounds, are beheld in beautiful variety, en- 
riching the fcene. 

We now follow the winding courfe of the lake *. At the 
point which formerly bounded our profpeft, near the houfe 
already noticed, and a fmall bridge thrown over a rapid fiream 
that defcends from the hills and rufhes into the lake at our feet, 
the opening into the weft end of Stratbayrc ftrikes the eye, 
the lake and mountain perfpediive of which affords another 
pleafing gratification to the lover of Scotifh landfkape. From 
this point too, we command a fine retrofpeiftlve view of the lake j 
where the craggy wilds of Cratg-na-co-beily frown in fullen 
grandeur over .the profound depth of the water, which, it is fup- 
pofed, is here the greateft. Behind this, and on the fame fide, 
being a continuation of the rxigged fteep, a promontory rifes 
as it were out of the lake, and retires in wooded maffes into the 
bofom of the mountain. On the other fide of the lake, its 
eaftern extremity is marked by the projefting, wooded point of 
Tombea ; oppofite to which a rapid torrent rolls down the face 
of Bcnledi gravel flones and Igofe fragments of rocks in its courfe. 
Thefe have choaked up the outlet of the lake, and formed a 

• Hence, as fome allege, its name Loch Lubnajg^ the wintSngJaie. 
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bar, which it is in contemplation to remove entirely, fo that the 
water may get free paflage ; and by this means the adjoining: 
banks will in great meafure be gained to the proprietors, * one 
of whom is intrufted with the arduous undertaking. 

As we proceed, the road taking a fweep clofe on the waterV; 
edge by the bafe of the hill of Ardcbuhry^ we are much delight^ 
ed with the fweet retreats amid the knolls and wooded recefTe^ 
along the green flopes rifing gracefully on the margin of the lake ;. 
which, as we advance, become more and more narrow, till the 
fedgy fwamp at its weftern extremity indicates its origin^ and 
hides the black, fluggifli ftream that enters it here, after wind- 
ing its way for feveral miles through a valley in every refped 
paftoral from the flats of Balqubidder. Every thing in Siratb^ 
ayre is in charafter with the furrounding fcenery, which is truly 
Highland. The drefs, air, and language of the induftrious and 
happy inmates of thefe huts; their rude implements of hufbandryj, 
the dwarfifh appearance of their cattle ; their peat-ftacks ; in 
fhort, every article about their dwellings. Is charaderiftic of ^ 
people as yet but in the unpolifhed ftate of infant fociety. But,, 
amid all this mdenefs, to our no fmall furprife, we fall in all at 
once with a newly ereded village,, the houfes of which arc 
built with done and lime, and Hated too ! It is truly admirable 
to think that, wkhiathe fliort fpace of two or three years at moft, 
this new eftablifliment has been planned and executed with a.: 
ipirit and pevfeverance highly honourable to thofe concerned in; 
the undertaking. The inhabitants of this village are called 
feuers ; i. e. tenants on an indefinite leafe, paying a fum down,^ 
and a yearly fine, for which they have a certain portion of 

* Mr» fiuchaaa* of Achlai(hie« 
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* 

for building on^ for garden-ground^ arable ground, meadow, 
and hill'grazing. 

On our left, at the weft end of the long valley through which 
we have purfued our journey, the braes of Balqubtdder^ extend- 
ing far to the fouthward, open upon us. Here we have a fublime 
fcene of mountain perfped;ive, contrafted with an extenfive level, 
evidently the former bed of a lake, now a green fwamp^ 
through which the river Balvaig wings its courfe, and cou'- 
neds Locb-lubnaig which we have juft left behind, LDcbdotMy 
and iMbvoiL In time of great floods the intermediate grounds^ 
ire laid under water, when the whole extetit of the vallies Bal^ 
qubidder and Stratbayre feem one continued fheet of water ; and' 
thfre 18 tittle Axubt, that this is the anciint bed of the nvtxFortby 
the fource of which is to be feen in the vale of Balquhidder.. 
The river Baivaig^ and the lakes which it conned, abound ia 
trout, char, bull-trout, and faln^on^ The whole extent of thia^ 
glen, as feen from the road, feems well adapted for pafture*. 
Although the hilU on either hand appear almoft naked, yet it 
18 believed, (as was the cafe in moft parts of Scotland,) that 
Ae father- and particularly the lower grounds were covered witb 
wood; as in the mo(£es, there have been found trunks and 
fragments of oak, alder, and birch. But whatever wood is novr 
met with is cut down for the fake of its bark ; and the poor 
inhabitants can hardly obtain fe much as will ferve for roofing: 
Aeir huts, or for the rude utenfils of hnibaodry^ The laft. 
cutting of the oa]&-wood in this parifh was fold for i ,40oL fter-^ 
ing^. The emigration to die mo&B of Kincardin and Flan-^ 
decs was chiefly from this ^en and other parts of Balquhidder., 
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*^# BALQUHIDDER. 

The population of confequence is greatly diminifhed. The 
flranger will naturally inquire why fo many infatuated beings 
wandered from their home, which, in every refpefl, appears 
preferable to the dreary wade that they now labour to cultivate. 
He is anfwered, when informed that there are upwards of 
twenty thoufand fheep, where half a century ago one tenth 
of that number were not to be fbund. Formerly the lands 
were occupied by fifty tenants ; now eight tackfmen have the 
whole in their own hands, and have divided the hill and dale 
into fheep-walks. This parifh is the property of fourteen 
different perfons ^, fix of whom refide in it. The boundaries 
of each proprietor are marked ; and every farm is divided ac- . 

cording to the old Scotifh fafliion, of out-field and in-field, that 1 

is, hill pafture, and arable ground. '\J\\txtfevtralfmall farmers ^^^ i||^ 

are Rationed on 2iffnaUfarm^ the pradice oifouming is foUpwed, 
which is to be underftood thus ; the baddin (keeping) of four 
(heep is allowed to one cow ; and double that number to one Jt ^^ 
horfe : for the grafs for each (heep there is an allowatice of from 
one^ to three {hillings per annum, and confequently, from eight 
to twenty-four fliillings for keeping a horfe ! but be it ''remem- 
bered, that the Highland horfes are kept out fummer and winter. 
The annual rent of the whole parifli does not, at prefent, exceed 
three thoufand pounds. The arable land rents at from five 
to fifteen (hillings per acre (Scots), and, the returns, with the 
Htm oft care, are but inconfiderable ; the poor tenants being 
often obliged to fetch from the low country oats and oat-meal ; 
which, together with potatoes, milk, and bad mutton, (it being 
principally the carcafes of difeafed fheep,) conftitute the chief 

* See Statiftical Accounts, vol. xvi. p. 90. 
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LOCHEARN. 151 

part of their diet. Add to this, fcatcity of fuel ; and let any 
one think how diflScult it muft be to live in fo poor a country : 
ytt here the fmile of contentment brightens the human counte- 
nance ; and the franknefs and inquifitive difpofitioncharafteriftic 
of the Highlander, is in no fmall degree obfervable in the inhabi- 
tants: of the braes of BalqubiSder *. 

We now turn to the right, and about two miles further on of 
exc^Uent^inade road, we come to Lochearn-head*. Celebrated 
08 the Romans; were for conftrufling their military ways, they 
d&rtainly were far inferior to the moderns ; as an inftance, may 
be adduced, in fuppbrt of this. remark,.the piece of road which 
hetre forms part of that line leading from Stirling to Fort Willianhf 
and the northern diftrifks of Invern^fe and Argylefhires. It waa 
^ hXf^y repaired, new modeled, and infpeded by Colonel Mont- 

gomery, to whom the public are much indebted for his fkill and 
ip attention to the highways through many parts, of the weft and 

HigKlands of Scotland- 

On an elevated plat on the left,, before we come within fight 
of Locbearn^ we obferve Edinjhip^ the refidence of Mr. Campbell,, 
whofe property extends along the face of the hills that rife fa 
barren to appea^rance behind the houfe,. 

The profpe£t of the lake from the inn of Lorherin-head ia 

by no means interefting at firft fight; however, when properly 

thrown into a breadth of Kght and fhade, by fome cafual ftream 

oS^^oating'ligkt illuminating certain portions of the landfcape, fo 

as to produce a happy effedt, even from this point Locberin 

becomes a fit fubjed for the pencil f. 

The 

♦ Sec Note [F34-' at the end of the vdlumek . . 

\ About two xnilea down the lake, Edinample, a refidence belonging to the Earl of 
Sr^a^^anc, is very pleafantly fituated. The fall of the Ample is truly worthy of a 

viliti. 
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Yifit : the fceneiy in its ncigkbomliood h admirabIe.-*See note [GJ^ at the end of 
the vohiuie. 

* Since the year 1789, the inhabitants of the weft end of Strathern have been fre-* 
qoeotly alanned with fmart fliocks of earthquake. The laft fhock happened on Satur- 
day 25th April 1795, ^t ^ o'clock P. M«<— iu direffioa^ at uiiial» was from N. W. to 

land* 
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The rich and extenfive valley of Strathern^ \yhich commenees 
and has its name from this loch, is in length, from weft to eaft^ 
upwards of thirty miles ^« The lake is nearly eight miles in 
length by one in breadth ; and the river which iflues from it^ 
receiving many confiderable ftreams in its courfe through the 
variegated fcenes on its banks, has its confluence with the Taj 
near the ancient capital of the Pids, Ahemethy. 

The fcenery of Strathern is celebrated for its pi€tureiqiie 
beauties. Hill and dale, wood-land and monntsdn, feem blend* 
ed in endlefs variety. Both fides of the lake are covered widi 
oak-wood in a ftate of nature ; and among the mountainous 
wilds that ftretch eaftward along its banks, BenvurUcb ftands 
eminently confpicuotts, and is feen at a great diilance from, every 
quarter. The AicbiUhills on the fouth, and the Grampian ^ 

Mountains on the north, bound the vale through which the 

Krin winds its courfe to the lower end, where the fruitful Carft % 

of Cowrie^ a continuation of StPatbern^ begins ; and which 

ftretches in a level plain along the eaft coaft. A more inviting 55 

part for extent and fertility, is no where to be found north of 

the Forth ; which, in great meafure, accounts for the invafions 

of the Saxons and Danes in this diftridl of our illand, and 

the fubfequent cftablifliment of the Pidifh dominions in Scot- >> 
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land*. In their cxcurfions from their capital, Abernethy^ the 
Pidls, while following the courfe of the Erin^ had every v^t-i 
riety on this fertile plain which a warlike people, devoted to 
the plcafures of the chace, could defire. 

The whole extent of Stratbern^ from the mountains to the 
ocean, is materially conneded with our Scotifti hiftory. In the 
darker periods of our annals, this diftridt feeras to have been no 
lefs celebrated for fcenes of adtion, than in more enlightened 
and lefs remote periods. Even in times beyond record, tra- 
dition, and the veftiges of Druidifm which are ftill pointed out, 
clearly fhcw that the ancient Caledonians made the banks of the 
Erin a favourite refidence. 

It has already been noticed how far the Romans extended 
their incurfions northward. Near the extremity of this lake, 
{Locberin) in the neighbourhood of Comrie f , on the plain of 
Dalgincrofs^ the remains of two Roman camps are ftill found %• 
Farther down the vale, there are alfo veftiges of Roman camps 
at Stragaitb and Ardocb. This is the fcene of Agricold^ expe« 
dition againft the Caledonians^ which terminated fo fatally to 
them, as celebrated by Tacitus. 

Too often has the Erin rolled down its tributary wave in 
blood. In Auguft 1332, a defpcrate battle was fought near 

• When the fanciful conjectures of a Psnlertcn with regard to the origin of PidiA 
dominions in Scotland (hall deep quietly upon the fhelves on which they have long fince 
been laid, fome hiftoriaa of honcfty, indatry> and erudition^ fo neceflary in the fearck 
after truthy will lay open this hitherto myfterious part of Scoti/h hiftory. 

f Seirend (hocks of earthquakes have lately been felt in the neighbourhood of Cmitu. 
Hitherto, however, though frequent, and pretty violent, they have done no mifchief. 

X See Gordon's Itlnerarium SeptentrionaJey publi(hed 1726. See alfo Pennant's Tour, 
vol. ill* p« 102. and General Roy's Survey of Roman AntifiHtiee 10 Scotland. 

X Duplin 
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Duplin between the Scotifti and Englifh forces; the latter 
claiming the viftory with inconfiderable lofs ; while on the fide 
of the Scots the carnage was fhocking ; three thoufand, it is re- 
corded, were left dead on the field of battle. 

About the beginning of the fixteenth century, the church 
of Mortivaud was a fcene of horrid brutality, charaderiftic of 
the unhappy fpirit of the times. The abbot of Inchaffray, 
Walter Murray^ finding that the tythes, to which his houfe had 
a claim, were but indifferently paid, refolved to collect them in 
perfon. The Drummonds^ on whofe eftate this church was 
eftabliflied, did not much relifti the abbot's mode of colledlion, 
and oppofed him with infult j on which the abbot and his 
party retired into the church, as a fandluary not to be violated. 
The Drummonds^ who by this time had acquired new ftrength 
by a party of Argylefhire highlanders, headed by Campbell oi 
Dunjlaffnage^ joining them, furrounded the place of the abbot's 
retreat. In this critical pofture of affairs, a random fhot from 
one . of the ecclefiaftic's party killed one of the Campbells* 
Xheir chief took inftant and dreadful vengeance i He fet-fire to 
the church, and all that had taken refuge in it periflied in the 
flames ! while the fiend, and his hellifli crew, exulted in the 
deed ! Are we then to look back with fond admiration on feudal 
times, when fuch horrid murders TArere perpetrated ? 

Not far from the fcene of this fhocking tranladion, lies Tipr- 
per-mooTy where the great Montrofe gained a victory over the 
unfortunate Covenanters^ who ftruggled fo nobly for liberty of 
confcience, and eventuaHy prevailed. Two thoufand of thefe 
brave men periflied on the field of battle, and two thoufand 
were made prifoners. 

Strathertv 
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Stratbern was once more vifited with the calamities of war 
in the year 1 7 1 5. In order to deprive the King's forces of a 
favourable ftation, the rebel army fet fire to the villages oi Blacks 
fordy Dinhin^ Mutbel^ and Aucbterairder^ turning out the devoted 
villagers to the wide world in the depth of winter, to fhift for 
themfelves *. 

But the times have altered : — ^This valley is no longer the 
fcene of deadly feuds and devaftation. Agriculture fmiles 
around, and gay plenty every where is feen ; cheerfulnefs and 
harmony reign throughout this happy diftrift ; and the follow- 
ing beautiful lines, the compofition of our countryman Mal- 
let, are happily applicable to the furrounding fcenery, par- 
ticularly the fpot which they celebrate: 

The fmiling morn, the breathing fpring, 

Invite the tuneful birds to fing : 

And while they warble from each fpray 

Love melts the univerfal lay. 

Let us,* Amanda, timely wife, 

Like them improve the hour that flics, 

And in foft raptures wafte the day, 

Among the birks of Iwoermay^ 

Invermay^ the charming retreat alluded to, is pleafantly (ituated 
on the banks of the Afoy, a ftream tributary to the Erin. The 
chalybeate wells of Pitcathly are not far diftant. Family feats^ 
farm-houfes, and cottages, are feen in quick fucceflion along the 
whole windings of the river, from its fource to its confluence 

* The order for this wanton cruelty was dated the fifteenth year of James VllPa- 
reign, at Sctmt 15th January 1715-16. It is faid in extenuation, by the hiftorians of 
that period, that a large fnm of money was left in the hands of General Gmrdon for the 
relief of the unfortunate fuflerers. 
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with the Tay \ amid cultivated lands, woods^ and verdant paf- 
tures^ rifing from the gently-fU^ing banks of the water, till, 
gradually afyproaching the hills, and at laft reaching the lake and 
its rude mountains, the character of the fcene is fuch as ap- 
pears before us, at the head of Locberin^ from whence we proceed 
in the further profecution of our journey. 

On leaTJitg Locbtrin-btadj we pafs through an inhofpitable 
and dreary valley, called Glenogle. A more wild and truly 
barren Xr^di is hardly to be met with in the highlands of Scot- 
land* it is narrow ; and a mountain ftream, colle<iled from a 
hundred more, which in times of heavy rain run down the 
furrowed ftecps of the glen,, brawls along through a deep chafm 
till the lake receives it. The rugged fides of Glenogle exhibit 
terrible marks of former and recent convulfions of the earth. 
As we advance into this narrow wild, on either hand we be- 
hold rocks, whofe deep-cloven fummits, high over head, hang 
in fullen afpe£t:, and feem ready to ftart into Olivers and over- 
whelm the traveller, who fees no way of av<Mding the threatened 
deftrudion. This illufion is heightened, in obferving on our 
left, huge piles, but lately rolled down the brow of that preci- 
|i ffr^^ ftiewed ia every dire^on, and of indefinite ddmeniioB^^ 

♦ Were It ncccflary to be particular, the fituafions of fcvcral vilhges iHTg^t be 
lunked, fudl as Ctmvky wlikh (tands on th« confluence of the rivers £rfB and R»ifid^ 
bekw which the Kflb firft. of cb into tho plain of Strathern : the woodland fcenery o£ 
Laurt and Juchtertyre, too, and the hills on either fide gradually fubfidfng, and lofing' 
* tilaraI|)UK gcaudeurr which, a» we defcsiad to Criefp take tic chara^rof the lowlands;^ 
itftlf feated on a gentle eminence, round which the Erin takc5» a fintly formed fweep^, 
and Holds on. its wtnd«ng» amid gr<cn ioeloluresy fitdds, oreUards^ aad pleafure^grDuads; 
fomtUaca va|)idl^ glittering amoog^ cottages, farm-bou£cs^ and viilas ^ now,, dowly 
mqYio^ %l>HHig,h iengtbcned trads a£ kiw-lying meadow, till at lail it glides fmoothly 
along its fertile ftiores of the Carfe of GowrUf and is no longer diftingnifhed from the 
liTu- to wb'chit is tributary, the Tay. See note [GJf at the end of the volume. 
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from the fmalleft fplinter to fragments of irametife bulk all 
tumbled together in the wildeft diforder. We pafs fwiftly by 
this awful appearance, left nature, in convulfive throes, fimilar 
to what produced the explofion of which the fcene before us was 
the terrible efFedl, (hould again precipitate the impending ruin. 

On looking back through this rugged defile, we have a 
gUmpfe of the lake, and the hills that rife from its margin ; be- 
hind which, the cliffs of Benevurlich and StuicbaBroin tower ia 
lofty grandeur, and give a noble air to the gloomy wildnefs of 
this truly alpine fcene. 

Having gained the higher grounds of this pafs, the hills o£ 
Braidabin prelent their airy fummits ; and, as we advance, they 
feem to rife in fublime movements before us, and produce oti\ 

» the mind a mingled fenfation of admiration and awe. In de- 

Icendkig to- the lower grounds, we commaitd a grand fcene of 

ilK)untairt perfpe£live oa our leff, which opens into GhndocbarT^. 

\ trtA through which the river Docbart^ one of the principat 

branches of the Tay\ winds its colledted waters, an^ pours thems 
over a rocky precipice into Locb-tay^^ which is now it!Qii as we- 

^ approach Killin to the right. 

- Gtendocbarty at the point here mentioned, prefents a regions 

cf fterite magnificence, varied it is true by the winding courfe* 

J of the river; and feveral hamfets, difpofed on the eminences that: 

i jttff rife above the level lawns which ftretch far to the weft itt 

* 1 the bottom of the valley, give it fome intereft ; but ftill, thougb 
^ the hills of this glen exhibit a lengthened chain of barren wild- 
^ ' nefs, Benmort towers amid them in double cone, and excites^ 
j^ m the mind of one who can relifh rude grandeur, a fublimity of 

* feelrng not eafify to be expreffed by words. 

Hew 
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How chilling is the idea of a winter fpent in this liihofpitablr 
-wildernefs, where fnows reft on the mountains till fummer ig 
far advanced, and where the influence of the fun is felt but for 
a fliort fbafon ! Yet happinefs and fweet contentment dwell amid 
thefe barren waftes ; and even the mountains afford the necet- 
faries of rude exiftence ; where, in deep retirement, and remote 
from the bufy haunts of men, the highlander, independent by his 
ruftic induftry, enjoys unmolefted all that he deems necefliary to 
•domeftic comfort. Happy is it, if no unforefeen calamity blights 
that moderate degree of the goods of fortune which he enjoys ; 
but fometimes, in the wafteful courfe of the river Docbart^ 
when mountain torrents defcend in all their fury, and fwell 
it fuddenly, every thing is fwept away in its courfe, and the 
unfortunate fufferers are left without the means of fupport 
for man or beaft through the approaching winter! In winter 
too, calamities of a diftrefling nature often overtake the inhabi- 
tants of this glen. A woeful inftance occurred a few years fmce, 
that gave very general caufe for lamentation ; the circumftances 
of which, as related by the neighbours, in whofe remembrance 
the fatal cataftrophe is ftrongly impreffed, were as follow : 

It was in the depth of winter, and the feafon exceflively fevere 
and changeable. Sometimes the fnow lay deep ; at other times 
rain fell in torrents : fometimes the froft fet in with extreme ia- 
tenfenefs; then fuddenly came a thaw, accompanied with heavy 
fhowers. During thefe rapid changes, it frequently happened 
that the fnow was rent into vaft fragments, which were carried 
down the hills with accelerated precipitation, fweeping whatever 
Uy in their way into the bottom of the valley. In the courfe 
taken by one of thefe vaft fragments of fnow, lay the habitation 
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of a poor induftrious family. The night had hardly fallen, and 
young and old gathered round the evening fire, when in an 
inftant, in the twinkling of an eye, th« whole of this family, 
except the mother, were buried beneath a vaft mafs of fnow. 
By what circumftance this poor woman efcaped the fate of her 
devoted family, (he was unable to explain ; but fhe ftill wan^ 
ders about the country, feemihgly refigned to the will of Heaven. 

Proceeding by the banks of the Docbart to Killin^ the hill called 
Stron-cblacban^ the craggy heights of Finlatrg^ and the lofty 
wilds of Ben-laurs^ with Locb-tay ftretching its ample treadth. 
2^ng the bafe of thefe mountains, are feen, as grand and iimple 
parts of a magnificent whole. 

The traveller cannot fail of being pleafed with the fcenery about 
Killin. A s he enters the village from the weft, he obferves the 
river Docbart rufliing through rocky fragments, and dividing 
its waters among infulated precipices, over which it foams, and 
fweeps round two iflets covered with pines ; then calmly feeks 
its way through green meadows and inclofures, till, meeting the 
flow-winding Locha in its courfe, both rivers fall filently into the 
bofom of the lake,. 

Advanced as we now are into the interior parts of the high- 
lands of Scotland, it may not be uninterefting to bring under 
eoafideration the charader of the modern, contrafted with the 
habits and purfuits of the ancient inhabitants of thefe mountains. 
The former, we have opportunities of obferving as they pafs by, 
or in our intercourfe with them in the common concerns of life ; 
at merry-meetings, or on more folemn occafions ; but refpefting 
the latter, tradition, and what is imperfeftly recorded in hif- 
tory,.muft fupply materials for the flight iketch about to be given. 

Is 
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It cannot but appear remarkable to a mmd accuftomed to re- 
£edion, that at the clofe of the eighteenth century, great portions 
of the iflands of Britain and Ireland are inhabited by a race of 
people, in language and manners very diffimilar to thofe in other 
portions of thefe iilands, that have experienced through many 
4ge8 material and various changes with regard to invafions and 
their confequences. Driven to the mountainous regions of this 
ifland, the ancient inhabitants carried with them their language^ 
their cuftoms, and their manners ; and it can hardly admit of 
doubt, that for a time thefe would be preferved with fuch fond«- 
fiefe and facred regard to the memory of thofe who firft fixed 
their habitations amid the inacceffible failneiTes of the Grampians^ 
l^s to infure them a degree of permanence, the efieifis of which 
have come down to nearly our own times. On this reafonable 
conjedlure, for it is no more, we muft raife our hypothefis, and 
draw our conclufions from what appears lead removed from 
truth and probability. But, it is a lamentable confideration, 
that the truth of hiftory is but too often violated, even by our 
beft hiilorians ; and certain it is, that, unlefs events are preferved 
as they exadlly happened, and are recorded by the unerring 
hand of chronology, we ought ever to be cautious how 
TFe admit them as part of the hiftory of human tranfa£tions. 
Thus much premifed, let it fcrve as a check on what follows. 

Hiftory hath its fabulous, ancient, and modern periods. Of 
the two former, much is fupplied by conjefture ; but of the 
latter, known events fpeak for themfelves. Of the fabulous and 
ancient hiftory of the Hebrides^ a confideraole part is but im- 
perfefl;ly handed down to us ; and, as to the modern hiftory, 
i3;ridly £b called, much of it is but ill calculated to impreis an 

1 1 impartial 
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itnpartial Inquirer with favourable Ideas of that magnanimity, 
regard to juftice< and the higher attributes of humanity, faid to 
have obtained in a ftate of fociety fo celebrated in our fongs and 
traditional tales; in thofe particularly which are afcribed to 
OJian^ the fon of Fingal^ the " king of woody Morven." Yet, 
from this remark, it is by no means to be inferred that due con- 
fideration is to be withheld from traditional hiftory ; on the 
contrary, where oral recitations convey moral inftrudion, as well 
as celebrate the adions of heroes, they ought ever to be regarded 
as the only mode of authentic information that a rude, unlettered 
people have of preferving an account of them(elves to their 
pofterity. This, then, is their hiftory ; and, as hiftory is •• phi- 
lofophy teaching by example," fo, in like manner, oral tradi- 
tion is calculated to raife in the mind a generous ambition to 
imitate the heroic deeds, ^nd imbibe the noble glow of fentiment . 
thereby celebrated. So far we may admit, with fafety, the tra* 
ditional hiftory of our anceftors ; but, toironne£t this with gene- 
ral hiftory, as eftabliftied on chronological order, is to err in the 
extreme. It ia a vain attempt to afcertain the precife era of 
Offian. All nations bear teftimony to their own barbarity ; and 
there is not any people, however rude, but have traditions of 
remote times, wherein their anceftors are celebrated either as 
heroes, or as deified beings, from whom they derive the luftre 
of an immortal name and divine origin. Examples of this are 
to be found in the hiftories of ancient nations, whofe rude chain 
of probable incidents - is all that the hiftorian has to guide him 
in his refearches into the origin of thofc tribes, the founders of 
the Greek and Roman republics. Nor does he hefitate in adopt- 
ing the poetical hiftories of the earlier periods of their aflbci- 
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adon; and thence traces the progrefs of their civilization, 
through the various mazes of their military, commercial, and 
political advancement ; as alfo that of their knowledge . in 
the arts and fciences, to that point, beyond which, hitherto, a 
retrograde feries commences, and (lamentable refledlion !) a rapid 
decline and eventual diflblution of empire takes place, till fcarcely 
a veftige remains to prove that fo great a nation flouriflied, fb 
powerful a people exifted. 

The fcattered remnants of the Celtic nations that are ftill exifting 
in the weftern parts of Britain and Ireland, retain, even at this day, 
fo much of their original peculiarity of manners, as manifeftly to 
diftinguifli them from other clafles of the inhabitants of thefe 
diftridls: and, till lately, love, friend(hip, and war, conftituted 
the fole objeifJ; of their purfuits. Thefe are the diftinguiftiing 
charadleriftics of a rude ftate of fociety. But we ftill live in an 
age wherein the arts of war and government are regarded as 
thofe beft adapted to more advanced ftages of civilization than 
even the prefent. For man is confidered, conftitutionally, as the 
butcher of his kind, or, at beft, a fighting-animal, whofe very 
nature partakes fo much of the noble afFedions which he has in 
common with the tyger, lion, bull, or dunghill-cock. It fol- 
lows as a confequence, founded in the immutable laws of 
nature, that, as long as the world lafts, war will be the chief 
employment of man ; and as government is a fcience neceflary 
to regulate the time and manner of fighting, as well as to pro- 
vide for the means of protection and defence, there is no room 
to doubt that war and government will conllitute the more 
honourable employments of a ftate dependant on fuch means 
for the maintenance of focial order. Why then call an age 

barbarous. 
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barbarous, which is charadlerized by feuds, and confli<a8, and de- 
predations, and domeftic quarrels ? If, for inftance, one natioit 
goes to war with another, does either fcruple to ufe every 
means poffible to deftroy its advcrfary ? Wherein lies the differ- 
ence between one tribe, or, as it is called among highlanders, one 
C/an going to war with another, and adopting every means the 
one can devife for the extirpation of the other, fo as to prevent 
farther moleftation, and enfure the comforts which arife from 
temporary fecurity, indemnification for the paft, and fafety fbrthe 
future ? — But we muft dcfifV, as there is no faying how far this 
argument might lead. — Let it fuflSce, that in all ages and coun- 
tries it has appeared that war has found its advocates, and its 
practitioners, and fupporters too. What wonder then*, if among 
the favage wilds of Caledonia, a people, whofe chief glory v^as 
war, and all its concomitant perils, and who till very lately 
were diftinguifhed by few other of the attributes of humanity^ 
are flill in fome meafure attached to what feems fo far inherent 
in human nature, fighting and plunder? — And, if fuch be ne- 
cefTary in a refined flate of fociety, how much more fo mufl 
it be in a rude flate ? But to apologize for times of barbarity 
is not to the prefent purpofe. 

The ancient Celts were divided into tribes, or cTaffcs, or clansy 
as their defcendants are now called. Their bufinefs was war, 
and their religion druidifm. To the Druids fucceedcd tlie Cul- 
dees ; but the patriarchal flate was materially altered when the 
feudal fyflem obtained univerfally in Europe* Thefe changes 
wrought many otherSjinimical to the ancient eflablifhments among 
the Celts j and time and circumflances, continually operating on 
the living manoers of a reduced people, haftcned their dowhfalL 
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retaimng their original language, and fome of their ancient cuf« 
toms, their morab were corrupted, and they became ferocious 
freebootersi following their lords and mailers blindly, either to 
the cbace» or to the field of battle :— Thus we have to deplore 
(he debafed date of a fallen race, whom the power of Rome 
itfflf could only drive to the mountains, but never fubdue. 
This frank acknowledgment is due to truth. It is in this 
humiliating date that we muft compare the highlanders of for- 
mer times wHh thole of the prefent 

Whoevei" examines the border, hiftory of England and Scot^ 
land, will find it fimilar to the hiftory of the confines of the 
highlands and lowlancte of Scotland. The Carjicatu of this day 
Tefemble our borderers and highlanders in many particulars* 
In (hort, in flmilar circuns^ftances, human nature is found every 
where much the fame, and the af^ions of one period correfpond 
pretty nearly with thofe of a (imilar period, making allow* 
ance for fuch cafualties as feem to govern the moment. 

Two material changes have taken place fmce the Romans left 
this part of our iflandt Thefe are, the total expulfion of the 
Pifl;s ; and fmce the days of Max^colm Can-morey who flourifh- 
cd in the eleventh century, the gradual decay of the Gaelicy or 
language of the Celts in Scotland *• The inhabitants of the 

mountains 

* That the Gaelic language was that fpoken at court, can admit of no doubt what* 
crer. The peevifh fcruples which fome affe£k to entertain with regard to this circum** 
(bince) merits filent contempt ; as to difcufs the fubjed would be to no purpofe, where 
ignorance and folly are to be combated. Whether the Pids and Celts fpoke one and the 
fiime language is not eafy to be afccrtained ; however, from the time when KENrti'TuIL 
overthrew the PiEU on the banks of the Tay near Scone^ our hiftorians (for what reafoa 
it is difficult to guefsy unlefs it be conliftcnt with truth) mention the PiSt as a people 
that had iecn, and that ua/eJ to be from the period here alluded to. 

The 



mountains retained their original language, while the Scvto* 
Saxtm prevailed among the inhabitants of the lowlands. The 
occupations of the inhabitants of both diflri£ts were pretty much 
on a par ; for each, in their turn, plundered and murdered the 
other, till both were reftrained by exemplary punifhments. la 
the reigns of our Jamefes, the thieves of the borders and of the 
highlands were greatly brought under fubordination to the laws. 
This was accomplifhed by the ftrong hand adone*. In the mi- 
nority of the fixth James, and during the latter part of his reign, 
they fufiered feverely. Yet even at that period the profeiBon 



The highlanders at this hour arc accuftomed to call the country they inhabit ^/a^m ; 
and that inhabited by the Celtic Irilh, £nM ; and when they talk of their own lan- 
guage* they denominate tt GaeKc'jilatinjfit and that of the Celtic Irifli Gaelic-ErinyU 
They call likewife the inhabitants of the lowlands Gaul and Sojfanacht i. e. Strangert 
and Saxons \ the former it applied to the lowland Scots, and the latter to the Englift 
Scottf or the Englifti fouth of the Tweedy as England h alfo called Sqffan or Saxotty* 
With regard to thefe particulars there can be no difpute ; and thcfe fairly indicate that 
our hiftortans are corrc€t in their accounts of the earlier inhabitants of this ifland, and 
of the various revolutions that have taken place ; which, in truth, conftitute the great 
body of our national annals. By looking over a map of Scotland, we can trace pretty 
€sa£Uy the line beyond which the Gaelic is ftill the living language of the inhabitants t 
thus, from the banks of Loch-lomoad, in the weft, by the foot of the Grampians down 
to the Murray Frith, and the upper parts of the (hires of Caithnefs on the north, and 
fiom Naime on the eaft, and among the Ehuade as far as St. KiUa : comprehending a 
wide and extended region of this northern fe^ion of the ifland of Great Britain. 

♦ The loth of Odobcr, (1567,) ther was anc proclaimationc to meit ye Regent 
(Murray) in Peiblefs, upone ye 8 of November nixt, for the repreffing of the thieves 
in Annandail and Eaidail \ hot my Lord Regent, thinking they wald gett advertifment^ 
he preventit the day, and came over the water fecretly, and logit at Dalkieth ; this 
upone the 19 day ; and upone ye morrow he depairted towards Hauich, quher he 
came both fedetly and fuddenly, and ther tooke 34 thieves, quhom he partly caufed 
hang, and partly dreune, 5 he let frie upon cautione ; and upon the 2d day of November 
he brought other 10 of them with him to Edtnburghe, and ther put them in irons/' 
See Birrd's Diary, p. it* Conftable's edit. Edin. 17991. 

of 
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of thief was by no means deemed fo reproachful as many may 
be difpofed to imagine; for not only our highland gentry 
thought it not unworthy of their dignity, but alfo the inhabi- 
tants of the fouthern diftrids were no lefs renowned for their 
exploits in that perilous calling*. Nay, fometimes Majefty 
itfelf was thought by the feditious and diflaffefted to receive 
aid from our Scotifh banditti at times, and in cafes of extreme 
danger f. To take a retrofpedi of the feuds and confliSs 
among the highland clans, did our limits admit of it, might af- 
ford matter of refledion to the curious inquirer into the rude 
manners of a barbarous age, wherein the patriarchal and feudal 
fyftems were united, carrying along with an authority purely 
gratuitous, all the prejudices in favour of the rights of primo^ 
geniture and chieftainfhip, without fo much as an idea that a 
different order of fociety could exift. The highland clans were 
unlike in fome refpeds the tribes of the Greeks and Romans, 

• *' The — March (1603) 7 McGregors and Armflrongs wer hangit at the croffc,** 
BirrcPs Diary, p. 61. Conftable's Edit. 1798. 

" The 10 of March (1603) twa notable thieves hangit at the croffe, anc Thomas 
Hardie, and ane Davidfon. Ibid. 

<* The 15 Maii (1603) thrie brether of the Betefones hangjt at the croffe, quha 
were notabell thicffes. Ibid. 

" The 2 Junii (1603) ane notable thieff, callit Robert Fleming, quha dwelt at the 
hous of Muir, hangit for theft, opprcffion, and refett of thicffes." Ibid. 

Meantime the ferocity of the borderers, when rcflraincd from difcharging itfelf upon 
their ancient enemies of the oppofite nation (England), ccafcd not to break forth into 
cruel outrages againft their neighbours at home. To reprefs thcfe adts of violence, it 
was found neceflary, in the veiy laft Parliaments- of England and Scotland that were 
held under different fovercigns, to enforce the oId> and frame new flatutes. See Rid- 
path's Border Hiftory of England and Scotland, 4to. p. 699. 

f *« Upone the morne of this time, (i. e. 31 December 1596.) and before this day> 
yair waes ane grate rumour and word among the townfnien that the King's M. fould 
fend in (to Edinburgh) Will Kinmond the common thieff, and fo many fouthland mcn> 
as fould fpulzie the town ofllldin. Ibid, p« 41* 

and 
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and even the Hebrews, Germans, Tartars, and others, par- 
ticularly with regard to their leaders; for not only a chief was 
looked up to as a common father ; but under him, in fubordinate 
degrees, chieftains or heads of families were of high condition, 
and were as tenacious of their rights as the common patriarch, 
to whom all paid implicit obedience. Their hills and vallies 
were divided into deer forefts, and pafture grounds^ Every, in- 
dividual had his fpot allotted him in the community. Every 
one claimed a fliarc in the chace, and in the booty ; and if every 
thing was not in common, it was merely becaufe it was neceflary 
to preferve that degree of order confequent on the fubdivifiohs 
of each clan, and their pofleflions. 

When it happened that any of the chiefs, by grants from the 
crown, by marriage, or any other means, acquired large demefnes, 
it demanded their utmoft vigilance and prowefs to preferve from 
the incurfions of their more powerful neighbours their privi- 
leges and property. Hence the feuds and favage conflids 
which difgraced the clans from the eleventh to the latter end of 
the laft century * ; from " tbe confliS of Drumilial^ in the days 
of Malcolm II. to the battle of Mulroy^ fought between the Laird 
of Macintojh^ and Macdonell of Keappocb f . 

The Macdonells of Keappoch, a brave and refolute race of 
warriors, and the Campbells of Braidalbane, a numerous and no 
lefs warlike people, were continually making inrbads on one 

* See the Hlftory of the Feuds and Conflidls among the Clans in the northern parts 
of Scotland, and in theweftern ifles^from the year 103 1 until 16 19, now firft pubh'fhed 
from a MS- wrote in the reign of James VI. Glafgow printed by Robert and Andrew 
Foulls, 1764. 

f See Swift's Life of Captam J. Crichton.*— See alfo Johafon's Journey to the 
Wcftcrn Iflands of Scotland. 

another's 
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another^'ft lands. A defperate conflift took place on the hill 
rifing immediately above the church of Killin^ called Stron^ 
iblacbofiy between thofe clans, toward the latter end of the 
fixteenth century, in confequence of an expedition, called a 
crcacb^ undertaken by the brother of Keappoch, and a number 
of his followers, againft the inhabitants of Bunrannocb and 
Stratbtay. The Macdondls^ who had travelled from their faft- 
neflcs in Brae-locbabcr^ over the mountains, through Rannocb^ 
and GUnlion^ had carried off all the cattle in their way fouth- 
ward ; and returning with their booty, by the heights of Dcijfcr^ 
which run along the fouth fide of Locb-tay^ they had afcended 
Stroncblacban ; when tidings of their progrefs reached a party 
of Campbells who were aflembled in the Hall of Finlarig at a 
chriftening. Fired with indigqation at fo daring an infult, they 
inftantly ruflied forth, afcended the hill, and attacked the foe^ 
but were repuUed with lofs. The Macdonells^ triumphant, pur^ 
fued their route ; but the CanifAells receiving a reinforcement, as 
well they might on their own lands, followed the enemy, and 
came up with him on the braes of Gknurcba^ where they over- 
powered him by numbers, recovered the booty, and returned in 
triumph, having accompliflied their revenge. Let this itx\t as 
an inftance of the former feuds of the clans. 

In contraftiug the former cufloms, occupations, and manners 
of the highlanders with the prefent, we are ftrucfc with a wide 
difference in moft refpeds. We no longer behold them that 
high in dependant race of people which they were even a century 
ago : — ^much more, then, mufl the inhabitants of thefe moun- 
tains, two or more centuries fince, have differed from the prefent 
race, their defendants. As the manners and cuftoms of the 

J J highlanders 
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highlahders have obtained notice, in the general defcriptions 
of the Hebrides^ from the year Z549> when Mr. Donald 
Monroy high dean of the iile$, travelled through moft of 
them, and drew up a very accurate account, to the period 
of Doctor Samuel Jobnfon^ journey to the weftern ifles ; the 
flight notices to be found in this place, when fupported by 
the authorities referred to, and from which a few extracts are 
fiibjoined, may not prove lefs acceptable to an impartial in- 
quirer, whofe chief objjedl is the difcovery of truth, ungarniflied 
by fi^ftion. 

As in the more remote parts of any country we are to expe£t 
die l^ail alteration in the cufloms and nianners of the people, 
the inhabitants of the weftern ifles may reafonably be fuppofed 
to have preferved much of their primitive mode of life. Hence 
the propriety of confidering what regards them as charaderiftic 
of more remote times ; and thus are we furnifhed with fome 
data to guide our opinions in the comparative view herein fub- 
mitted. 

The ancient highlanders, like all unpoUfhed nations, delighted 
in the pleafures of the chace ; and thofe living in iflands, and 
on the fea-coafts, occupied themfelves in fifliing, and other 
maritime purfuits ; of confequence, they fubfifted entirely on 
animal food. Afterwards, animals became domefticated, and 
the produce of milk entered Into the articles of diet *. To the 
domeftication of certain animals, as the horfe, cow, flieep, &c. 

fucceeded 

• So late as the year 1597, the highlanderc are defcribed in the following manner: 
<' Their bankets are hunting and fifhing* They fee the their flefli in the tripe, or elfe in 
the (kinne of the beafl, filh'ng the fame full of water. Now and then in hunting they 
ftraine out the blood, and eat the flefh raw. Their drink is the broth of fodden flefh. 
They loYC well the drink made of whey, and kept certayne yere8> drinking the fame at 

^ fcails ; 
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fticceeded the humble attempts at agriculture ; and, by the fol* 
lowing quotations from Monro's Defcription of the Weftern 
Ifles *, it appears, that even in the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, the ufe of corn was not unknown among the inhabitants 
of the JEbuda. " Colmkill. Narreft this be twa myles of fea, 
*• layes the ile Erifche callit I-colm-kill, that is San£t Colm's ile, 
^ ane faire mayne ile twa myle lang and maire, and ane myle 
** braid, fertill and fruitful of corne and ftore and guid for fifli* 
** ing/* — ^^ Hefker Nagaillon, it has a bundance of corne and 
*' elding for fire, it perteins to the Nuns of Columnkill."— 
" Tarndfay an ile of five myles lange, and hafF myle braid, ane 
** rough ile, with certain tounis, weil inhabit and manurit ; bot 



feafts : it is Darned by them B/amEum f . The moft part of them drink water. Their 
cuftom 19, to make their bread of oats and barley (^bich are the only kinds of g^yne 
that grow in thefe parts) : experience (with time) hath taught them to make it in fuch 
forty that It 18 not unpleafant to eate. They take a little of it in the morning, and (o, 
pailing to the hunting, or any other bufmeffe, content themfelves therewith, without 
any other kind of meat till even.*' See Defcription of the Mts of Scotland, «* im- 
printed at London for John Flafket, 1603." The fame author mentions^ in another, 
part of his defcription, that " South eaft from Lewis, almoft three fcorc myles, there 
is a little iHand low and playne, well manured, named Rona, the inhabitants whereof are 
rude men, and almoft without religion. The lord of the ground limits certain houfe» 
holds to occupy it, appointing for every houfchold, few, or many (heepc, according to 
his pleafure, whereon they may eafily Uve and pay their rent ; whatfoever refts at the 
year's end, more than their neceiTary fuftentation, they fend the fame yeerly to Lewia 
to their mafter. The rent for the moft part which they pay is barley meale, fewed up 
in flieep fkinnes, in great quantity j — amongft them grow no ftore of any other kind of 
graync.*' 

*• The great produce of barley (fays Martin) draws many ftrangers to this ifland,, 
(Harris) with a defign to procure as much of this grain as they can, which they get 
-from the inhabitants ^ro/i/ only for afking, as they do horfes, (beep, wool, &c." Mar- 
tin's Defcription of the Weftern Ifles.. 

f <' On the eoafts (of Iceland) they generally drink hiandlt.''* In the Elfdalla of Wermeland m 
Sweden, the common beverage of the country people is milk, mixedl with wattr, and called by 
them hUnJa* See Letters on Iceland, p. 110. See alfo Buchanan, lib. i* 

* The edirioa quoted is that printed by William Auld, Edin, 1774, 

-8 «all 
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^^ all this fertill 18 delved with fpaides, excepting fa maikell as 
" ane horfe-pleugh will teil, and zet they have maift abundance 
" of heir, miekell of corne, ftore, and fifliing ; it perteins to 
•* M*Cloyd of Herrey." — Thus we trace the gradual prpgrefs 
towards civilization, in regard to the neceflary articles of 
fubfiftence, among the inhabitants of the more remote parts of 
the highlands and weftern ifles. A writer of the latter end of 
the iixteenth century, when fpeaking of their drefs, &c. fays, 
** They delight in marled clothes, fpecially that have long ftripes 
•^ of fundry colours ; they love chiefly purple and blew. Their 
** predeceffors ufed fliort mantles, or playds of divers colours, 
^^ fu-ndry ways divided ; and among fome, the fame cuftome is 
^* obferved to this day ; but for the moft part now they are 
*' browne, moft neer to the colour of the hadder, to the eflTe^l, 
** when they lye amongft the hadder, the bright colour of their 
** playds fliall not bewray them ; with the which, rather coloured 
^' than clad, they fufFer the moft cruel tempefts that blow in the 
" open field, in fuch fort, that under a wrythe of fnow they 
** fleep found. In their houfes alfo, they lye upon the ground^ 
** laying betwixt them and it, brakens, or hadder *, the rootes 
*• thereof downe, and the tops up, fo prettily lay^d together^ 
•• that they are as foft as feather-bedB, and much more whole- 
^ fome ; for the tops themfelves are dry of nature, whereby it 
" dries the weake humours, and xeftores againe the ftre^gth of 
" the finews troubled before ; and that fo evidently, that they 
" who at evening go to reft fore and weary, rife in the morning 

• That this was the cuilom univcrCally in Scotland at the time when Kenneth 11. 
overthrew the Pifts, is evident, from the circumftance of the nobles, when lodged 
in the King's name, lying on the floor in thie great hall) with nothing under them but 
leaves and grafs* Sec Buchanan^ lib. ▼• . < 

Z 2 whole 
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** whole and able. A^ none of thefe people care for their bed* 
" and bedding, fo take they greateft pleafure in rudeneffe and 
** hardnefle. If for their own commodity, or upon neceffity^ 
** they travel into any other country, they reject the feather-bed 
•* and bedding of their hofte. They wrap themielyes up in 
" their playds, fo taking their reft ; careful indeed, left that bar- 
" barous delicacie of the mayne land (as they tearme it) corrupt 
" their naturall and country hardnefle*." Such were the ap- 
parel, &c. of the natives of the Weftern Ifles, and fuch the 
fcorn in which they held effeminacy two centuries ago ! To- 
wards the latter end of the laft century, the fame cuftoms and 
manners, as appears from Martina defcription, were hardly 
abolifhed, " They lie for the moft part (fays he) on beds of 
" ftraw, and fome on beds of heath ; which latter being made 
" after their way, with the top uppermoft, are almoft as foft as a 
*' feather bed, and yielded a pleafant fcerit after lying on 'cm 
** once. The natives by experience have found it to be ef- 
" fedual for drying fuperfluous humours, and ftrengthening the 
^ nerves. It is very refreftiing after a fatigue of any kind. The 
" Fi&s are faid to have had an art of brewing curious ale with 
" the tops of heath, but they refufed to communicate it to the 
" Scots, and fo it is loft f." 

** The firft habit (fays the fame author) wore by perfons of 
** diflindion in the iflands, was the Lenucroicb from the Irifli 

• Defcription of the Wcftcrn Ifles of Scotland in 1597 ; imprinted at London by 
John Flafket, in Panics Church yard 1603.— See alfo Buchanan,, lib. f. from whom 
this anonymous author fccms to have borrowed great part of his defcription. 

f Martinis Defcription of the Weftern Ifles, 2d edit. p. 196. It is fomewhat re* 
narkablcy that the vulgar in Scotland always confidcrcd the FiQ^^ or Betghs^ as aa 
ingenious rather thaa as a waiiike peopk. 

(Gaelic) 
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•* (Gaelic) ward leni^ which fignifies a fhirt, and Crotch^ fafFron^ 
" becaufe their fhirt was dyed with that herb* : the ordinary 
" number of ells (yards) ufcd to make this robe was twenty- four j 
** it was the upper garb reaching below the knees, and was tied 
^ with a belt round the middle ; but the iflanders have laid it 
" afide about a hundred years ago. They aow generally ufe 
^^ coat, waiftcoat, and breeches, as elfewhere ; and an their heads 
** wear bonnets made of thick cloth, fome blue, fome blacky 
" fome grey. Many of the people wear trowis f. — The fhoes 
*• anciently wore, were a piece of the hide of a deer, cow, ot 
" hbrfe with the hair on, being held behind and before with st 
** point of leather. They generally wear now (hoes, having; 
>* ane thin folc only. But perfons of diftindioA wear the garb 
*' in fafliion in the fouth of Scotland. The plaid is wore oply 
♦* by the men, and is made of fine wool : — it confifts of divers- 
" colours, and there is great ingenuity required in forting the 
** colours, fo as to be agreeable to the niccft fancy. For this^ 
" reafon the women are at great pains, firft to give an exadl 
** pattern of the plaid on a piece of wood, having the number 
•* of threads of the ftripe on it. The length of the plaid is feveft 
** double ells. When they travel on foot, the plaid is tied on 
** the bread with a bodkin of bone or wood (juft as thej^/W 
** worn by the Germans^ according to the defcription of C^ Taci^^ 

* Cambden mentions the appearance of 0*Ncil and his followers at the court of 
Elizabeth, A.D. 1562, with their fafFron-ftaiiied (birts, &c» Hlft. Eliz. p. 69. 

f According to Giraldua Cambrenfis, the Irowh was worn by the Irifh fn th< 
tF<:lf^^ century. It appears that their jackets, breeches, and ilockings Were of one piece^. 
and that they wore a (hort hooded mantle covering the (boulders, and coming down to 
the elbows, compofcd of various ftripes and colours.— Vide Cambrenf. Ever. p. 738.. 
Tiu« drefs is iimilar to that worn by the Belgic Gauls, as Strabo relates.— Strab. lib. iv^ 

" iusj :: 
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^' tus) : the plaid is tied round the middle with a leather belt ; it 
** is pleated from the belt to the knee very nicely : this drefs 
** for footmen is found much eafier and lighter than breeches or 
** trowii. 

** The ancient drefs wore by the women, and which is yet 
** wore by fome of the vulgar, called arifad^ is a white plaid^ 
** having a few fmall ftripes of black, blue, and red j it reached 
•* from the neck to the heels, and was tied before on the breaft 
" with a buckle of filver, or brafs, according to the quality of 
" the perfon. I have feen fome of the former of a hundred 
** marks value ; it was broad as any ordinary pewter plate, the 
** whole curioufly engraven with various animals, &c* There 
•' was a leffer buckle, which was wore in the middle of the 
^ larger, and above two ounces weight : it had in the centre a 
♦' large piece of chryftal, or fome finer done, and this was fet 
♦* all round with feveral flones of a leffer fize. 

" The plaid^ being pleated all round, was tied with a belt 
•* below the breaft ; the belt was of leather, and feveral pieces of 
** filver intermixed with the leather like a chain. The lower 
^ end of the belt has a piece of plate about eight inches long, 
** and three in breadth curioufly engraven : the end of which 
•* was adorned with fine ftones, or pieces of red coral. They 
** wore fleeves of fcarlet cloth clofed at the end as men's veils, 

with gold lace round 'em, having plate buttons fet with fine 

ftones. The head-drefs was a fine kerchief oi linen ftraight 
^' about the head, hanging down the back taper-wife ; a large 
** lock of hair hangs down their cheeks above their breaft, the 
** Jower end tied with a knot of ribbands*." 

* Martinis Defcriptien, p. ^07* 2089 209* 

Such 
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Sucli, according to the two laft quoted writers, was tlie drefs: 
of the ancient Highlanders ; and their accounts agree pretty well" 
with tradition, and what is ftill retamed of the habit of former 
timese But the drefe of the prefent day is by no means uniform ;• 
the intercourfe with the low country being fuch, as to make the 
iQtrodudion of more (hewy apparel a matter of courfe j. and the 
lowland drefe is fantaftically combined with the highland, fo a» 
to exhibit a ludicrous efie£L 

Of the poetry and mufic of the Highlanders much has bee» 
faid ; though the fubjed haa not obtained that degree of atten^ 
tion which its interefting nature demands. With perfons de«^ 
void of a mufical ear, and with thofe who do not underftand ther 
Gaelic language, the af&rtions of a modern, and a native too,^ 
will have but little weight ; hence it may be neceflary to add 
the teflimony of a writer already quoted ; but,, to fuch. as are 
poiTefTed of an ear for mufic, and who may be content with the 
ipecimens of the poetry of the Highlanders, preferved in tranf-r 
lations already in the hands of the public, the additional infor-^ 
mation herein communicated, from real knowledge^ may not 
be deemed unworthy of acceptance. 

— — " They (meaning the Highlanders) delight much , ia 
** muficke, but chiefly in harps and dair/cboes of their own 
" fafhion. The firings of the clairfchoes we made of brafle-^ 
** wire, and the ftrings of the harps of fmews j which firings 
*^ they ftrike either with their nayles, growing long, or elfe with 
" an inftrument appoynted for that ufe. They^take great plea- 
^ fure to decke their h^ups and clairfchoes with filver an4 
•* precious ftones ; the poore ones that cannot attayne hereunto^. 
" decke them with chriftalK They fing verfes prettely com4- 

" poundi. 
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" pound, contaymrtg (for the moft part) prayfes of valiant men, 
** There is not almoft any other argument, whereof their rymes 
** intreat. They fpeak the ancient French language, altered a 
^ little *." The iarp and clairfchoes are now heard of in an- 
cient fong only in the highlands. At what period thefe inftruments 
eeafed to be ufed, is not on record ; and tradition is filent on 
Ais head. But as Irifli harpers occafionally vifited the high- 
lands and weftern ifles till latelyf , the harp might have been ex- 
tant fo late as the middle of the prefent century. Thus far we 
know, that from remote times down to the prefent, harpers 
were received as welcome guefts, particularly in the highlands of 
Scotland ; and fb late as the latter end of the fixteenth century, 
as appears by the above quotation, the harp was in common 
nfe among the natives of the weftern ifles. How it happened 
Chat the noify and inharmonious bag-pipe baiiifhed the foft and 
expreflive harp, we cannot fay ; but certain it is that the bag- 
pipe is now the only inftrument that obtains univerfally in the 
highland diftri£ts. That it is an inftrument of great antiquity^ 
cannot be denied ; as it appeared in various forms among the 
Greeks and Romans of the earlier ages ; and at the prefent day, 

• Vide ** Certaync matters concerning the Realme of Scotland, &c. as they were 
anno Domini 1 597 ; imprinted at Londpn for John Fladcet 1 603/' See alfo Buchanan. 

f It appears that it was a cuftom among the Scotch nobles to be lulled to flecp by 
the found of the harp. It is faid, that an Irifh harper, who flept in the bed-chamber 
of King Ethodiusi murdered him while afleep. — Vide Buchanan, lib. iv. Our firft 
James is faid to have been a fkilful performer on the harp. Strolling harpers from 
Jreland are naentioned by different authors. The lafl three of any note were blii«d, viz« 
^ufknts mentioned in Dr. Alexander Pennycuick's poems, prefixed to his Defcription 
of Tweeddale, £din. 1715; Rorj or Roderick JX»I! (i.e. blind Roderick) mention- 
ed by TytUr (fee his Differtation on Scoiifli Muficj ; and McDonald (fee his EQay 
prefixed to his Co11c6lion of Highland Airs\ O^Keariy who ^Ifp was blinfi; was in the 
babit of viiiting this country till within thefe fixteen years. 

there 
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irhere is fcarcely a corner ia Europe, 111 which it 18 not to be 
met with, in fome fliape or other *. 

" The prayfes of valiant men," alludes to the traditional hif- 
tory of the highlanders, as preferved in their poetical rhapfodies, 
fome of which reprefent a Fingalian race of giants ; and others, 
lefs extravagant in defcription, reprefent the Fingalians as a race 
of heroes, terrible in battle ; but, " as the gale that moves the 
grafs to thofe who aflced their aid." True it is, that the poets 
and hiftorians of the lowlands of Scotland make but flight 
mention of the traditions in the highlands 5 and from this cir- 
cumftance, fome have peeviflily rejected as fpurious the trans- 
lations which have appeared of our poetical remains. But 
nothing can be more unreafonable; for, although our traditional 
bifiory QioyAdi be received with great caution, yet many allufions 
to obfcure periods of our legitimate hiftory, by no means in- 
compatible with admitted points, are to be met with in the 
compofitions afcribed to Offian. 

Fin-mac-cumhal, or, as MTherfon has tranflated it, Fingal^ 
is well known as the celebrated hero of antiquity among the 
native Irilh, and the Scotifh highlanders. Both lay claim to him, 
and to the poetical rhapfodies refpefling him and his heroes ; 
and, as the Scotifli highlander and the Irifti aborigines are un- 
doubtedly one and the fame people, whofe language, in great 
meafure, even at this day, whole cuftoms and manners are the 
fame, it feems a matter of fmall importance on which fide of the 
water Fingal and his heroes were born and flouriflied. Let* 
antiquaries puzzle themfelves about this point ; it fliall be our 

* The harp feems to have been pretty- uiu'verfal among the northern nations. — See 
Voyage en Sibere, par Mon. Gmeh'n, torn. i. p. 30. Sec alfo^ Lcdgwick's Irifli An^- 
tiqi^lties, Walker's Hiftory of the Infli Bards, 5c c. 

A a. bufinefi;- 
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bufinefs to trace to our own times whatever mention 19 made of 
thefe celebrated heroes in our Scotifh annals, either poetical or 
hiftoricaJ. 

The firft author of any note who mentions Fingcd is, the 
celebrated author of the Bruce, Barbour^ Arch-deacon of Aber- 
deen, who wrote towards the latter end of the fourteenth 
century*. Hedor Boethius, Buchanan and Leflie, mention 
Fin'maC'CuU'\\ as doth alfo Nicolfon in his Scotifh Hiftorical 
Library if, but in fuch a way as to clafs what relates to him 
with the fictions of romance. To whatever period of our tra- 
ditional hiftory the Fians are referable, their exiftence at fome 
time is undoubted. The whole highlands and ifles, with refpedt 
to traditional remains, bear witnefs. Names of places to this 
hour clearly evince the age of Oilian. " There are (fays 

* ** Methynke Marthoekc's fon, 

*< Right as GowMAKMORN • wes won 

'<< Tyl half fra Fyngal his menyle 

** Richt fa fra us all hys hc8 hce.** Barbour^ t B&uce. 

f Buchanan (lib. ii.) makes mention of the ancient Bards — Hift. Bo«t. lib. viii. 
I-.c/lie, lib. iv. mentions the heroes of Fingal — See alfo J. Johnfton, Refat. ad Her. 
Scoti. 

J "There's an old romance (fays Nicolfon) of the famous ails of Fyn-Mac-Coul^ 
*' a giant of prodigious ftature, in the days of K. Etuain {or Egenrus) the fecond ; 
** wherein fome particulars of that reign, arc pretended to be recorded : but my autRor 
** juftly ranks this with fome of the like llamp concerning K. Arthur^ and btLeri 
"of ourancicnt EngWJb wortliles.'*— Scotifh Hill. p. 141. But Barhour calls his 
"poetical life o( Bruce 2l Romance. The word (romance) was then (fays Nicolfon) 
" of better reputation than of later times ; and the Romant of Romants has been inno- 
'* ccnJy applied to true hiftory as well as the Ballad of Ballads to a facrcd fong."— 
The hiftorian or poet (call him what you will, they were anciently the fame profeffion) 
lived, &c. ibid, p 146. 



* Gaul'tnac-morn, Fin-mac cttmbal^ i.e. Gaal tbc fon of Morni, and the Fingal of 
Oman, as translated by MTherfbn. 

Martin 
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Martin, in his Defcription of the ifle of Skie) three [fuch] ftones 
*** on the fca coaft oppofite to Skernefs^ each of them three foot 
^^ high : the natives have a tradition that upon thefe ftones a 
big caldron was fet,. for boiling Fin-mac-coul\ meat. This, 
gigantic man is reported to have been general of a militia that 
came from Spain to Ireland^ and from thence to thofe ifles:: 
" all his folJiers called Flenty from Fiun : he is believed to have 
arrived in the ifles in the reign of king Evan*: the na- 
tives have many ftories of this genpral and his array, wiiK 
** which I will not trouble the reader. He is mentioned in 
•^ Bifliop Lefly's hiftory f/' This paflfage evidently alludes to 

tlie 

* A. D. 420, 

f J. Led. lib. ir. p. 13 c, Martin fays, in p. 219, ivhen fpeaking of the ifle of Aaran^ 
*** there arc feveral caves on the coaft of this ifle ; tliofe on the weft' arc pretty large,. 
*' particularly in Drum-cruc^^ a hundred men may fit or lie in it ; . it is contraAcd 
** gradually from the floor upwards to the roof. In the upper end there \^ a large 
piece of rock formed like a pillar ; there is graven on it a deer, and underneath it a 
two-handed fword ; there is a void fpace on each fide of the pillar. The fouth fide 
of the cave has a horfe flioc engraven on it. On each flde of the door,, there is a 
**'hole cut out, and that they fay was for holding big trees, on which the caldrons hnng 
for boih'ng beef and venifon. The natives fay that this was the cave in which Fin* - 
mac-coul lodged during the time of his refldence in this ifle, and that his guards lay in 
"*thc lefler caves, which are near this big one.'* Mr. Pennant mentions FtngaP% cave 
on- the weftem fllore o^Aaran. ** The moft remarkable," fays he, "are thofc orFlfi' 
*' mac cuil or Fingal,.thc fon of Cumbat^ the father of OJfian^ who, tradition fays, re* 
•« fided in this ifland for the fake of hunting. One o£ thefe caverns is a hundred and 
<< twelve feet longhand thirty high, narrowing to the top like a gothic arch." — Pen- 
nant's Voyage to the Hebrides,- p. 206. In truth, there is hardly a diftrid in the 
highlands and weftern iflands, but in fome coriier or otlicr of it rude remains of tlic 
Fingalian times are pointed out : — For example, about Kiliiny Glenroy, and Glenfpean - 
10 Lochaber^ FingaV% cave in Staffay &c. Henc<? the vain-fuppofttion, which fome 
have embraced, that as " The palace of Fin-mac Cumhal in Leinfler is feated on the - 
•^ fammit of the hill of Allen, or rather, as the natives of that country pronounce, it,' 
^ AUowin> the village and bog of Allen have ihcncc derived their name. There are. 
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the tradition of the Spanifli origin of the earlier inhabitants of 
Ireland and North Britain : hence we may account for both 
nations having their popular traditions in many refpeds fimi- 
lar, as to what regards the traditional hiftory of the Fingaliau 
heroes. Dodor Barnard (Bifhop of Killaloe) labours with 
much ingenuity to reconcile the opinions of the Scotifh and 
Irifh antiquaries on the fubjed of the Milefian Dynafty in Ire- 
land, and the favourite idea that the northern parts of Ireland 
were peopled by the ancient Caledonians. By a fimilar mode 
of reafoning, it might be fhewn that what regards the poems 
afcribed to OfEan, to be met with on both fides of the water, but 
confirms their authenticity ; and, notwithftanding the ftrange 
admixture of the marvellous and the religious, to be found in 
the various editions of thefe wandering rhapfodies in Scotland 
and Ireland, fufficient of the genuine remains of Offian is ftill to 
be difcerned, to fatisfy any reafonable perfon " that Fingal lived 
^* and Offian fang," as the eloquent though fceptical hiftorian* 
cxpreffes himfelf. 

Refpeding the moral fentiments of the more ancient High- 
landers, if we credit their own teftimony, as delineated in their 



** ilill remains of fome trenches on the top of the hill, where Fin-mac-Cumhal and 
•* hi3 Fians were wont to celebrate their fcafts. The country thereabouts aboundt 
** in wonderful tales of the exploits of thefe ancient heroes." (Vide " The Tranf- 
** aftions of the Royal Iiifh Academy, 1787, vol i.") Hence the unfounded opinion 
that Fingal and his heroes were peculiar to Ireland. It appears, on the contrary, that 
thefe heroes of antiquity were cpmmon to both illands, and relate to times fo remote, 
that their defcendants attributed to them mat chiefs prowefs, fuperemlnent excellence, 
and fuch as hath not appeared in any age, or country, (incc the time when they were 
fuppofcd to have lived. The iieroes of the Greeks live in the foogs of Homer in the 
fame way. 

* Gibboiu 

poetical - 
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poetical and traditional tales, we muft furtlier acknowledge 
them to be worthy of the veneration in which they are held. 
But, from the time that the feudal fcheme obtained , the morals of 
the highlanders became inordinately vitiated, and bafe in the 
extreme. Savage fiercenefs, fervility, and a thirft of plunder, 
ufurped the nobler fentiments of the dignified independence of 
the patriarchal fyftem« Feuds, and conflids, and profcriptions, 
were the fruits of this ever-to-be-lamentcd change ; and, not 
until the laft attempt to reftorc the Stuart family to the royal' 
dignity of thefe realms, did the patriarchal, conjoined with the 
feudal fyftem, receive a complete overthrow, from which, it 
is more than probable, it can never, in any formidable degree, 
recover. 

Morals and politics being clo£ely united in bonds of amity, we ' 
may expe£fc to find the politics of the highlanders confonant to 
their notions of moral reditude ; and, as their morals became 
depraved through a change of fyftem, fo alfo their politics became 
weak and wavering as the occafion varied. Thus it happened, 
that when led into the field they 'were ignorant of the caufe of 
quarrel ; and, bent on plunder, they fought with incredible fury 
to obtain it ; but, that point gained, they difcovered little anxiety 
as to which fide claimed the' viftory ; who was in the right, or 
who iu the wrong *. 

" Their armour (fays an author already quoted f ,) wherewith 
" they cover their bodies in time of warre, is an iron bonnet 

" and an habbergion fide, almoft even to their heeks« Their 

« 

* Bucbanao. CuoniDghain'a Hift. of Great Brit. Dalrymple's Memoirs of Great 
Britain. 

f Vide Dcfcription of tbe Iflei of Scotfeftd, A. D. 1597 ; printed by J* Flalket^ 
1603} London. Sec alfo Buchaaan^ lib. i. 

7 ^ we^ipons 
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•* weapons againft their enemies arc bowes and arrowcs. The 
*' arrowes, for the moft part hooked^ cannot be drawn forth 
** againe, unlefs. the wound be made wider. Some of them: 
" fight with broad-fwords and axes. la place of a drum, thejr 
*^ ufe a bag-pipe *." 

" The ancient way of fighting (fays Maitin) was By fet bat- 
" tie ; and for arms fome had broad two-handed fwords and* 
*^ head-pieces, and others bowes and arrows. When all their 
** arrows were fpent, they attacked one another with fword in- 
*^ hand. Since the invention* of guns^, they are very early ac- 
" cuftomed to ufe them, and carry their pieces with them where- 
" ever they gof.. They learn to handle .the broad^ fword and' 
" target. The chief of each tribe advances with his followers 
"within fhot of the enemyi having firft laid* afide their upper 
** garments ;. and,, after one general difcharge, they attack with* 
" fword. in hand, (as they did at Killicranky^) which foon brings^ 
•* the matter to an iflue^ and. verifies the obfervation made o£ 
•* 'cm by hiftorians : 

*' Avt mors eiio, aut vifforia Ufa/* ' 

" Their arms (fays the author of The Memoirs of Great 
•* Britain and Ireland) were a broad-fword, a dagger called a. 
"durk, a target, a.mulket, and two piftols j fo they carried the- 

• It appears, that in the rcign of Henry VII. of England", and James IV. of Scot. 
landj {A^Di H^S') ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^® Highlanders was nearly the fame as it was a 
century after. ** Hi fago, et interiore tunica auiicluntur ; nudifque genu tenus tibiis 
** incldunt. Arma funt arcus et fagittz cum enfe admodum lato, et pugione una tantum 
•*-ex parte acute.'' Polydor. Virg. lib. i. p. it. 

f This 1) precif^ly the cullem with the Indians ; as alfo with the C6rricaR8, who are 
in general the bell markfmcn in the world. The Corficans refcmble the Highlanders in • 
many cef|^Cb ; as do alfo the Portuguefe pea&Dtry;in the Provinces. . See Daumerie/'^ 
Account of Portugal 
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** long fword of the Celtes, the pugio of the Romans, the fhield 
" of the ancients, and both kinds of modern fire-arms all together, 
" In battle they threw away the plaid and under garment, and 
*^ fought in their jackets, making thus their movements quicker 
" and their ftrokes more forcible. Their advance to battle was 
" rapid, like the charge of dragoons ; when near the enemy, 
^* they flopped a little to draw breath, and difcharged their 
" muikets, which they then dropped on the ground : advancing, 
" they fired their piftols, which they threw, almoft at the fame 
" inftant^againft the heads of their opponents ; and then rufhed 
♦* into their ranks with the broad-fword, threatening and fhaking 
" the fword as they ran on, fo as to conquer the enemy's eye, 
" while his body was yet unhurt. They fought, not in long 
** and regular lines, but in feparate bands^ like the wedges con-* 
" dcnfed and firm ; their army being ranged according to the 
" clans which compofcd it, and each clan, according to its 
" families ; fo that there arofe a competition in valour of clan 
*^ with clan, of family with family, of brother with brother, 
" To make an opening in regular troops, and to conquer, they 
*^ reckoned the fame thing ; becaufe in clofe engagements, and 
" in broken ranks, no regular troops could withftand thqm. 
** they received the bayonet in the target, which they carried on 
" the left arm ; then turning it afide, or twifting it in the target, 
" they attacked with the broad-fword the enemy encumbered and 
•^ defencelefs ; and, where they could not wield the broad-fword, 
" they ftabbed with the durk. The only foes they dreaded 
" were cavalry, to which many caufes contributed : the novelty 
** of the enemy, the want of the bayonet to receive th-e (hock of 
'^ horfe ; the attack made on them with their own weapon, the 

" broad- 
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^ broad-fword j the fize of the dragoon horfes appearing lafger to 
^ them^ from a comparifon with thofe of their country ; but 
^ above all, a belief entertained univerfally, among the lower 
" clafs of highlanders, that a war-horfe is ufed to fight with his 
" feet and teeth." But fince our highlanders have been trained 
to arms according to the approved modern tadlics, this notion 
has entirely vanifhed. When formed into regular corps, their 
difcipline is highly exemplary ; and their condud in the field 
is worthy the celebrity that it has acquired in all ages. Plunder 
is no longer their objed: ; and, fober and attentive, they gain ef* 
teem and refpeft wherever they are quartered. Although they 
do not now look up to their chieftains for the fmile of appro- 
bation ; yet, fuch is their fenfe of propriety, that fkriSt honour 
marks their adions ; and they are fcrupuloufly honeft ih their 
dealings, as well as careful to preferve their moral charader. 
Such then, is the change for the better in highlanders under- 
military difcipline. 

Formerly, the chieftain of a clan was an officer of the firft im- 
portance. Before he entered on his patriarchal government, and' 
ere his followers owned him as fit for enterprize, proofs of his. 
valour were required, to fatisfy them of his prowefs in the field ;; 
and, as he likewife was fole umpire in all domeftic difputes, it 
feldom> happened that an opportunity was wanting for the dif^ 
play of his judicial talents. The firft fpecimen' of manhood, 
expeded in the young chieftain was dexterity in hunting; the 
next was to make an incurfion, attended with extreme hazard, 
on fome neighbour with whom he was at open variance, and to 
carf y off, by force of arms, whatever cattle he and his followers 
foil' in with*. In ihis manner conflids and feuds were nourifh- 
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ed^andkept conftantlyin exiflcnce among our Scotifli highlanders* 
But thefe conflids ceafed almofl: entirely about the middle of the 
fevcnteenth century ; and hereditary jurifdiftion was abolifhed 
in 1748, by an afl: of the Britilh legiflature, when highland 
emancipation was, in part, accompliflied. The folemnities in 
the inauguration of a chief are no more. The voice of the 
bard is (ilent in the hall. The deeds of other times are no longer 
recounted as incentives to emulate their forefathers*. The 
fyftem is altogether changed ; and the manners of civili2ed 
Europe arc rapidly prevailing in the remoteft comers of the 
Highlands and Weftern Iflands. 

Next to the abolition of hereditary jurifdidtion, what chiefly 
accelerated the change obfervable in our highland diftrids in 
point of civilization was, a law prohibiting the nationat dif- 
tindion of drefs and the ufe of arms : " To have feen the Senate 
of a great people (fays an author) fitting maturely and 
wifely deliberating on what fliape and colour the garb of the 
** highlander was to confift of, muft have been an objedl rather 
** fatal to gravity, if the abfence of gravity could ever be per- 
** mittcd, where the happinefs of mankind was at ftakef.** 
But fuch a procedure was not without precedent. The profound 
politician is well aware how much drefs plays about the imagi- 
nation, and how eafily it aflbciates with the prgudices of national 
diftindtion. " While the Irifti pr?ferved their native language 

* The lore of poetry is ftill prrralent among the Arabs of the defert and the Yemea. 
Like the northern barda^ one of them recites the heroic deeds of ancient heroes^ which 
«re liftened to with enthufiafm hj the warriors as they irpofe in their teats. See Me* 
moirs relative to Egypt} written daring the campaigns of Bonaparte. 

f << A Letter to the Right Hon. Charles Jenkinfon, £fq« Edin. printed for Chaises 
Elliot, 1799." 
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** and drefs, (fays the author of the Antiquities of Ireland *,) 
" there was no hope of civilizing them, or bringing them to an 
*' acquiefcence in Engliih dominion or Englifh laws. Aware 
*' of this, the Britifh princes endeavoured early to reduce, by 
" very penal laws, the Irifh to a conformity with their other 
" fubjeds J and for this purpofe were enadked the celebrated 
" ftatute of Kilkenny, A. D. 1365, the 25 Henry VI., 5 Ed- 
" ward IV. and 28 Henry VIII. f How far this mode of 
procedure was founded in juftice and found policy, is a fubje£k 
of enquiry not to be entered on in this place. Although the 
native language of the highlanders was not profcribed by any 
formal a£t of the legiflature :{:, yet all means were ufed to 
haftea its decline and eventual annihilation. The Irifb^ or (as 
it was termed among the native highlanders) Gaelky has been 
greatly depreciated by many, but by thofe chiefly who are igno» 
rant of it, and prejudiced againft every thing that relates to the 
antiquities of Scotland, and have, befides, a rooted averfion to 
the defcendants of the Celtic tribes, who are fuppofed to have 
retired to the mountains j fo that many, equally ignorant and 
prejudiced, taking their opinion with regard to thefe points on 
truft, feem fatisfied that the Gaelic " is the rude fpeech of a 
•* barbarous people, who had few thoughts to exprefs, and were 

• Ledgwick*8 Antiquities of Ireland, p, 34.6. 

^ Vide Camden's Remains, p. 200, and LelandU Hift. of Ireland, vol. u p. 320. 

X It appears from an ad of council of Scotland, anent the fettlement of fchools, De- 
cember 18, 1616—** For ae meikle that the Inglilh toung may be univerfally planted, 
and the Iriihe language, which is one of the chief and principale caufes of the contmu* 
ance of barbaritie and incivilitie among the inhabitants of the Ifles and Heylandis, may 
be abolifhed, and removit," &c. that fo early as the beginning of the feventeenth cen- 
tury the annihilation of our Scotifh Gaelic was aimed at, even under the fandion of 
that fage monarch our fixth James of facrcd memory. 

" content, 
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** content as they conceived grofsly,to be grofsly underftood."— 
Many will ftartle^ (continues this author,) when they are told 
that the Ear/e [he means fri/hj or, as it is in Scotland called, 
^ Gaelic] never was a written language; that there is not in the 
** world an Earfe manufcript a hundred years old*.'* That this 
aflfertion is manifeftly erroneous, now remains to be proved* 
Miftakes of this kind often originate in ignorance, or mifcon- 
ception. Thus, for example, many who fuppofe the Gaelic and 
Iri/h to be radically different, imagine that the Earfe^ as they 
term it, was never written; and, therefore, that no ancient 
manufcript can exift ; whereas, on the contrary, the Gaelic AI-- 
banacb^ and the Gaelic Erinicb are radically the fame, and by 
fome authors are called without diftindion Irijb. For inftance, 
Martin, who was a native of the Ifle of Skie, invariably deno« 
ciinates the language of the Weftern Ifles, Iri/b. " Mr, Lhwyd 
" tells me, (fays Nicolfon,) that in his laft travels in ][reland 
he met with one Beatoun^ a poor fojourning clergyman, who 
'' had picked up feveral fragments of old hyh manufcripts in 
the Highlands and Weftern Ifles of Scotland f." This Bea- 
toun is doubtlefs the fame perfon mentioned by Martin in 
the words following : ** Fergus Beaton hath the following ancient 
" manufcripts in the Irifhcharafters: to-wit, -^wV^/r«tf , Averroes, 
" Joannes de VigOy Bernardus Gordonus^ and feveral volumes of 
" Hypocrates :}:." It thus appears, that tranflations were no un- 
common things in former times in the Hebrides. Among the 
MSS. mentioned by Bifhop Nicolfon^ faid by Lbwyd to h^ve 

• • Vide Johnfon*8 Journey to the Weftern lilands. 
t Nicolfon's Scot. Hift. Lib p. 67. 
t Martin's Defcnption of the Wcftcm Ides, p« 89. 
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been in Bcatoun% pofl*eflion, are '* three targe leaves of the works 
*• of Cabri lefacbcur M^Cormac M^Arteonfbaor^ who was a hea- 
^^ then, and lived about the year 200." St. Columbus is faid to 
have written in Irifh verfe ^« It is well known that a duari 
(i. e« a poem) is extant, the compoiition of a bard, enumerating 
the anceftors of the reigning monarch Malcplm (IIL)Ceanmoref • 
^^ The late Irifh antiquaries (fays Nicolfon) have found an old 
^^ poem in their language, compofed about the time of Malcolm 
^ Canmorc (A. D. 1057), wherein are regiftered the names of the 
*• kings of Scotland, with the number of years they feverally 
*^ reigned ; a great many genealogies (adds this author) and 
^ pedigrees of the Scoti/b kings have been drawn up ; among 
*^ which the moft famous (and moft common in the libraries of 
** great men) is that which was compofed by a highlander 
^ of quality, and repeated to Alexander III. at his corona- 
" tion :j; ( A. p. 1 249)." Having produced fufBcient authority 
that the Iri/b or Gaelic was written at very remote periods, it is 
hoped that, in future, the ignorance and filly prejudice of thofe 
who merely fkim the furface of refearch will meet with the con- 
tempt it deferves from the true critic and the judicious antiquary. 
It is a matter of infinite regret, that fo few manufcripts of 
the Gaelic language have been preferved ; and it is a lamentable 
truth, that it is haflening fall to a total extindion. This, even 
by the highlanders themfelves, is looked on with a degree of 
feeming indifference, not eafy to be accounted for. By thofe 

* See NicoUbn's Scotifh Hiftorical Library, p. 233, 334. 

\ See Pinkerton^s Enquiiy, toL lu 321, in which arc infextcd the originals and 
Iranflations. 

X NicoUbn's Scot. Hift* Lib. p» 139. 
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ignorant of the Gaelic tongue, it is believed incapable of 
perfpicuity and copioufnefs: nothing is more unfounded. 
About feven years ago,,(i. e. 1792,) a fociety confiding of young 
gentlemen, natives of the highlands, then ftudents at the uni- 
vcrfity of Edinburgh, was eftabliflied, and met weekly in Divinity 
Hall,forthe exprefs purpofe of exercifingthemfelves in the Gaelic 
language ; and their orations and debates were carried on with 
much elegajice and perfpicuity, even on the moft abftradt fub- 
je^ of fcience ; nay, fo critically nice were they, that rules, 
with penalties annexed, were eftabliflied for enforcing a rigid ob- 
fervance of the language in its idiomatic purity. Even at this 
late period, tranflations of the works of our beft Engfifli and 
French authors, were due encouragement given, might be 
made in Gaelic, to fay nothing of original performances, which 
might add ornament to ancient literature, and pour inftrudion 
over the mind of a people that by nature are moft apt for ac- 
quiring all manner of ufeful and elegant knowledge* 

Of the fuperftition of the ancient Celts, many have given 
an account. Of late, fuperftition has evidently declined in the 
Highlands and Weftern Iflands of Scotland. This can be ac- 
counted for in many ways, but chiefly by reafon of the propa- 
gation of the reformed religion, and the conftant communication 
of the low-country with the highland diftri£ts. Formerly 
(and remains are yet obfervable) the fuperftitious rites of our 
hi^hlanders. confifted of a ftrange heterogeneous mixture of 
pagan, popifli, proteftant, and even fabulous obfervances, ludi- 
crous in the extreme. To illuftrate this remark by a few ex- 
amples. 

It is maintained by all moralifts and divines, that religion is 
natural to the human race. The politician, availing himfelf of 
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this umverfally received maxim, holds it up a$ a felf-evident 
propofition, and connects religion with civil eftablifhments,— 
hence the union of church and ftate. Anxiety about the future, 
and a dread of a fomewhat inexplicable as incomprehenfible, 
feem the foundation of gloomy fuperftition. In rude ftages of 
fociety, doubt and impenetrable obfcurity, with refpe<^ to events 
placed beyond the power of human prudence to controul or com^ 
jnand, lead the mind involuntarily captive, by the chain of grofs 
fuperftition, and debilitating fears which render the votary fufcep* 
llble of the wildeft delufionsof fupernatural myftery, and the dupe 
of the raoft extravagant pretenfions of prieftcraft. In almoft 
every fedion of the globe, fet forms, refembling more or lefs the 
ceremonies of what is handed down to us as ancient Druidi(m, 
are mentioned as having been univerfally prevalent in the more 
remote periods of fociety. It feems (as if inherent in the hu- 
man mind)fthat man. delights in being deceived. Hence the 
magicof the Druids gave place to the no lefs diabolical myfticifms 
pf popifli fuperftition. That the one was grafted on the other, 
moft philofpphers agree.. To the Druids fucceieded the earlier 
miflionaries of the gofpel ; and one fet of errors, through the 
imbecility of the credulous, obtained in the place of others but 
little lefs palpable. 

" The magic of the Druids, (fay« an author*,) or part of it, 
" feems to have remained among the Britons, ^ven after their 
*' converfion to Chriftianity ; and is called Taif]^ in Scotland ; 
*' which is a way of prediding which they zdXX fecond-Jigbt : and 
" I take it to be a relid of Druidifm f ." Martin, in his " Ac- 

" count 

* Vide Rowland's Mona Antiqua Reflaurata, p. 140, 

f " There are fevcral little ftone hoiifes btiilt above ground (fays Martio m liis 
Defcrlptionof the Iflc of Skic), capable only of holding one perfoD) and round in form ; 
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" count of the Second-Jight^ called in Irifli Taijh^^ fayffj " the" 
^^ ficond-Jight is a Angular faculty of feeing an otherwife invifible" 
♦*■ objedl, without any previous means ufed by the perfon thaC 
" fees it for that end ; the vifion makes fuch a lively impreffion 
" upon the feers, that they neither fee nor think of any thing 
" elfe except the vifion, as long as it continues; and they appear 
" penfive, or jovial, accordingto the object which was reprefented 
** to. them. At the fight of a vifion, the eye-lids of the perfon* 
" are erefted, and the eyes continue (landing till the object va- 
" nifli. This is obvious to others who are by when the perfons 
" happen to fee a vifion, and occurred more than once to my 
" own obfiervation, and to others that were with me*." — ^*' The 
^ ftcond'Jight (fays Dr. Johnfon) is an impreflion made either 
•* on the mind by the eye, or by the eye upon the mind, [thi$ 



one of 'cm is to be fcea in Forlry^ another at LincrOf and at Culuktiock ; they arc 
called Tey-ntn-druitttchy i. e. Druid's houfe, Druidicb fignifies a reti^d perfon, mucti' 
devoted to contemplation.'' 

It is a point not yet decided, whether the Druids had any known letters. The ogum^ 
fo much talked of, does not feem fufficiently authenticated, notwithftanding what 
O'MuUoy (fee his Irifh Grammar, i65(;) O'Flaherty, Mac Firbis, Ware, and other Irifh' 
antiquaries (See Vol. I, Royal Irifh Academy's Tranf,),haye afferted in favour of it.. 
The Druids inhabited caves, confecrated trees, and worfhipped in groves. They In- 
ftrufted their pupils in the myfteries of the fundiion with all the form of gloomy^ 
fupcrftition. The Culdees, the immediate fucceffors of the Druids, living in fimilar re - 
tii«ment, the veneration of the multitude for this facred order was eafily transferred 
from their pagan predeceflbrs 5 and thus we find one fyftem of pious fraud fubftituted 
for the other, which, gradually accumulating through ages, was not finally aboliflied till 
the reformed religion obtained in the more enlightened parts of Europe. It is faid, that^ 
the Druids chofe the ifland of Angkfey (the ancient Mono) for the feat of their eftablifli- 
ment. But, rcfpeAing their boafted improvements in fcience, philofophy, difcipline, 
and jurifprudence, much, it is feared, rcfts on mere conjcfture. 

« Martin's Dedcription of the Weftem liles, p. 300* 
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^^ is a loofe and unphUofophic mode of exprefling his meaning 
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furely] by \vhich things diftant or future are perceived, and 
feea as if they were prefent."^ — By the t.txm fecond-Jight^ feems 
to be meant a mode of feeing fuperadded to that which na- 
ture generally bellows. In the Earfe it is called Taifcb^ which 
fignifies likewife a fpeftre, or vifion, I know not, nor is it 
" likely that the Highlanders ever examined, whether by Taifcb^ 
ufed for fecond-fight, they mean the power of feeing, or the 
thing feen." The Iflanders (continues the Doilor) of all de- 
grees, whether of rank or underftanding, univerfally admit it ; 
except the minifters, who univerfally deny it, and are fufped:- 
ed to deny it, in confequence of a fyftem, again fl convidion. 
** One of them honeftly told me, that he came to Sky with a 
*' refolution not to believe it ;" and the Doftor as honeftly con- 
fefles, " I never could advance my curiofity to convidion j but 
•* came away at laft only willing to believe*.'* So much for 
the ridiculous notions with regard to tht/econd-^gbt. 

Notwithftanding the difiufion of the gofpel, to which caufe 
its minifters attribute the fall of heathenifli, and, in great mea- 
fure, popifli fuperftition, a belief in fpedlres, witches, fairies, 
brounies, and hobgoblins, is not altogether extinguifhed in many 
parts of the Highlands and Weftern Ifles. The old people feem 
greatly puzzled, and even ftiocked, at the infidelity of the youngs 
and fee with the utmoft concern their favourite dodtrines vanifti, 
as the dawn of reafon advances. They life up their eyes to 
heaven, and figh, deeply concerned for their degenerate offspring. 
Religious perfecution was never heard of in the Highlands ; 
and abftrad fpeculations can hardly get footing where fuper- 

* Vide Johnfon's Journey to the Weftern Iflands. 
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ftltlon is To (Irangely mingled with pofitive Inftitutions and ef- 
tablifhed obfervances ;•— the poor are more folicitous about the 
prefent than the future ; and the richer fort of perfons are too 
mdolent^ and too much devoted to pleafure, to trouble them- 
felves farther than to fecure the momentary joy, and the repofe 
which a rude voluptuous race delight in. 

The vaft change which within the laft fifty years the inhabi* 
tants of the diftrids north of the Grampians have undergone, 
is hardly to be paralleled in the hiftory of the human race. 
Averfe from fedentary habits, wherein cool application and patient 
induftry lead to reputation and reward, the quick, clear appre* 
henfion of the highlander found little relifh for the refinements 
of civilized fociety and abftrad ipeculations, and as little for 
the plodding drudgery of commercial employments, or any of 
the liberal profeflions, in which he is to be chained down for 
fife. Perfonal aAivity was his delight.— To face danger, re- 
gardlefs of hazard the moft formidable, was to him mere paitime ; 
and to acquire fame in arms, conftituted the chief objed of his 
devotion at the fhrine of honour. The profound policy of the 
late Lord Chatham, in availing himfelf of this propenfity, is 
among the chief charadteriftics of that illuftriouB fiatefman's ad« 
mmiftratlon. But the fyftem which he adopted gave a new and 
unexpected bias to the mind of the highlander. He no fooner 
went abroad Into the world, than he found of what confequence 
he was to the ftate. The defire of riches awakened in his foul 
ambition and a thlrft of power. The meaneft peafant's fon 
faw, with a heart palpitating with joy, that rank and fortune 
were, by a happy train of clrcumftances, placed within his reach ; 
and that| one day, he might have it in his power to return home, 
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and vie with the prbud chieftain hhnfelfi in all the pomp Boi 
fplendour of foreign climes, in eafe^ and affluence. Hence V9C 
may obferve the dawn of that change fo remarkable in the high« 
lands of Scotland. Freed from hereditary jurifdi^ion, prote^ed 
by the laws, and fenfible of that portion of freedom which has 
even reached thus far northward, the pooreft highlander i$ now 
impreflTed with an idea of his individual confeqtience to the 
community, and feeks emolument and honour beyond his native 
boundary, where he had been fecludcdfrom the great world, which 
he fo much longed to fee and take an active part in. If he be drivea 
from his native valley by others fomewhat more opuleut, and 
greedy of pofleillng a greater poftioa of land than himf^lf, he is 
cheered with the fond hope of returning with riches fufficieat 
to purchafe what formerly he was, on account of his poverty, 
obliged to relinquifh; and thus he may, in his turn, difpo& of 
the fate of thofe who were the means of making it qece&ryfbf 
him to become the architect of his own fortune. 

Whether, on the whole, emigration may not contribute to 
the advancement of human happinefs,, to the* €j&teafion of conv- 
mercial intercOurfe, and to the difFunon of knowledge apd 
the u&ful arts, is a confideration left to thofe whofe province it 
is to regulate the grand interefts of civilized life ^ but, to bt 
driven from home by dppreilion, under whatever denomination 
it be felt, is an evil from which it is natural to hope for relief 
by a change of lituatioil, at a diftance where the profpedt of 
b^tering our condition allures, and the hope of AiQcefs iavites 
to a. new and lefs precariou'e eilabliihment 

Within the laft half century, the ftaple commodity x)f the 
Highlands and Wefljern Iflands was black cattle; -but noW jQi^ep 
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have banUbed oattle ; and would to heaven men had not fhared 
the (krtre fate ! Tliei Hebrftw Ihepherds were not bolden in 
gretter ddHeftafion amoi^ thofe nations whom they drove out 
from their paternal inheritance, than, till lately, the low-country 
fh^{^rds Were amdbg. the highlanders^ and every thing that 
bdimged to a fiiepherd's life was held m utter abhorrence, and 
todldeired at benmth tftie dignity of a man ta interfere in; 
^4(e' bp|)bfite ideas, however^ now generally prevail ; even thif 
genxkmait^ of family and condition deigns to a£t the part of d, 
Ihepberd ; and the pafloral life, at one time the occupation of 
the loweft of the people, is likely to become as refpediahle as 
when David the fon of Jefle followed his father's iheep, ere he 
liad afcended the throne of Saul the fon of Kifh, who, while w. 
queft of his father's aiTes, was anointed king over Ifrael, beiag 

N, 

thus raifed &om the meaneft of the people, to be ruler over 
them. Such are the changes in human affairs; and fuch,in all 
likelihood, though not precifely to the fame extent, eventually 
may take place in the wilds of North Bntain ! 

The fpirit of fpeculation has fpread rapidly from valley tp 
valley. An epidemic madneis for iheep-grazing feems to Tage 
with unabating fury. Rents within the lail ten years have ad- 
vanced beyond all former calculation j moft parts of the high;- 
lands are under (heep ; and the country has become djefplat^ 
and almoil drained of its native inhabitants. If this alarms nqt 
the ftate, there is little hope of a ftop being put to emigrations 
from the Highlands and Weftern Iflarids. Whence will aiy 
armies be recruited ; where fhall we find . mariners to map 
our navy, the bulwark of our ifland, the neglefl: of whic|i 
would endanger- our exifteiic^e^ as a, free, independent naci<au9i? 
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If our fiiheries periih through depopulation^ and our mountsous 
and Tallies be peopled with ihepherdsi inftead of the hard^ 
race of our Scotifh highlandera, what will be the confe* 
quence? 

Both (ides of Loch-tay have experienced more than once the 
emigration of their inhabitants ; and it is much to be feared^ 
that another, more numerous than any hitherto known^ is, from 
circumftances too delicate to be touched on, about to take place, 
unlefs prompt and conciliatory meafures be adopted to mitigate 
the grievances (real or fuppofed it matters not) of which the 
Braidalbane people loudly complain » 

A fet of more contented and thriving tenantry than were to 
be found on the vaft demefnes of the Braidalbane family hardly 
exifted any where, till a change of fjftem (which commenced in 
the life«time of the late Earl, who all acknowledge was a good 
landlord,) reduced the poorer tenants, the offspring of former 
vaiTals, either to emigrate, or toil year after year, on the fterile 
faces of thefe llupendoos mountains, in order to make up a rent 
exaded with the utmoft rigour, whatever became of their live 
dock, their wives, and their children. Is this oppreilion ? 

The difturbances that lately took place in Rofs-Ihire were 
occafioned by converting a number of fmall farms into a few 
^xtenHve (heep-walks. Upwards of thirty poor families,^ each 
of whom had inherited the fmall Ducbas from father to Ton, 
without interruption for many generations^ were turned adrift 
on the world, and their poflcfliona let to ihepherds who had 
come from a diftant part of the kingdom. Was it any wonder 
then^ that, in the firft paroxyfms of difappointment and defpair, 
Ibefe wretched wanderers, ere they took their departure from 

the 
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the fcene of their nativity and earlier part of life^ committed \in^ 
warrantable excefles^ which indignation prompted, and which 
reafon, appalled, knew not how to expiate ? The law of the 
land violated, eftablifhed order broken, what was to be done I 
Shall it be recorded, that thefe deluded wretches fuSered the 
puni0iment due to their crimes ! What ftrange infatuation is 
It that binds the highlander to the heath-clad wilds through 
which he fo fondly delights to wander ? Early aflbciations, habit^ 
and above all, ignorance of a more fruitful foil and more genial 
climate, may, in part, account for fo irrefiftible an inclination 
to remain on the fpot on which he firft drew breath. Of this 
propenflty, why fhould fuch cruel advantage be taken, as to raife 
the pi ice to fo enormous a pitch, for permiflion to toU for a 
miferable fubfiftence I It is afferted, that the more the highland* 
cr's rent is advanced, the more diligently will he ftrivc to realize 
it ; and that thus the full value of thefe barren waftes is fecured 
to the owners, while the riches of the community are augmented; 
It may be fo ; but, furely this, is- buying one's comforts at a dear 
rate, to iay no worle of it* 

Several judicious hints have been thrown out, with regard to 
putting a ftop to the evil confequences of rack-rent ^ as it is called, 
jin the Highlands and Weftern Iflands. Thefe hints, however, 
liave ihared the fate of (uch eflfufions as philanthropy fuggefls, 
and rapacity fmiles at,, while fecure in its exadlons, fan£tioned 
hj authority, and fupported by the laws. It appears, then, that 
it refls with the legiflature to redrefs the grievances here point* 
ed out ; and let the hope be indulged, that the day is not far 
diftant, when a Britiih fenate will deliberate on the bed means 
of preventing emigrations from the highlands of Scotland* 

Few 
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iriregularly^flafterejd oh llie weft eftd of Loch-tay, and comtttands 
a fine profperf df^'diac lake. To thft tovet df |)idurefque 
rcpn?fy;.t.he*chvirdfis of ittlfin ^ill be foUtid pfittiKatiy ihlefett- 
ing. ' . All theafferhbrage of wOod and watef, hill and valley, tliat 
conftitytes landfcape, is to be met with heire in endlieft variety^ 
To De minute, tlierefore, in ' defcription, Were nfeedtefs, atid a 
general enumeration would fall greatly ftiort of what, ton aiitial 
furvey, can hardly fall to intereft and pleafe. Moft of the in- 
habitants of this village are tradefmen^, who find fuflScient 
employment froni their neighbours in the glfelis atld iti thfe 
borders of the lake. Even amid thefe wilds t'iie ufeful occu*- 
pations of life are to be found ; and there are fome appearances, 
which indicate that the elegkncies of civilization are at no great 
diftance; for what will not ingenuity and honeft induftry ^t!- 
ohieve? What a contraft to timeS *by no Mekris f emote f Atont 
the, beginning of the eighteenth century the Tp1fit\^of danfli^p 
feemed the highlander's fole fpiririg of aifiteri. Rettlefs and 
favage in their difpofitions, the arts of peace were almoft entirely 
neglefted. The itian who could beft handle the fword, or hit , 
the mark, was efteemed the moft ufeful ; of confequence, while 
luch riide notions prevailed, induftry was * held in contempt": 
wretchednefs and want were the ufual Mtendants oh idlenefs 
and mifguided exertion ; and, though i'eilts were exafted, they 
were either ill paid, or could not be colledted without much 
trouble, and even hazard: Turbulferice and knavery required 

* In this pariihf which is extenlive, there are at prefent 2360 inhabitants. Among 
thefe are 36 weavers^ 22 taylors, 19 (hoe-maker8» 14 wrights, 9'fiaK-drefler8, 7 (hop« 
keepers,.^. fmithft sl^^z )i9i^f lif fides fnilkrfl^ carrifrsy &c. ^ee Sioclair's Stat. 
Ace. vol. xvii. p. 380: " ^ x> . 
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coercive means to check them, and wife regulations, adminiftered 
Vixth promptitude $iad energy, to deftroy whatever remained 
of the old fyftem among the highlanders of this diftrift. 
Happily fpr the prcfeqt generation, the meafures which were 
i^dopted^ aad the advancement of civilization, haye brought about 
t^t ch^n^Cy fo much for the better, which has fo generally ob- 
^ae4 not only through the highlands, but in every corner of 
our northern fedlion of the kingdom, within thefe thirty years. 
Now, the tokens of labour circulate abundantly*; induftry is 
thus Simulated ; agriculture, the true ftrength of a nation, is 
improving daily j rents are paid punctually ; all live in the 
utmoft harmony ; they condufl the labours of the field with 
the mutual afliftance of each other ; their cattle feed in common ; 
and, were their rents but moderate, a happier race of people, 
(who, though not affluent, are far from a ftatc of poverty) 
hardly could be found, than the inbabitanta of this difirid of 
the Braidalbane eftate. 

The p/ogrefs of litemture in the high)|knds is anixxng the re- 
markable changes which have takeii place within -this pentury. 
For inftance, not fifty years ago, there were but.one or two fchpols 
of any note in the whole extent of Perthftiire ; now, thjs^re.ara 
two or three in every parifh,' iodudit^ £u9i4ay-fchQQls,' find 
tbofe eftabli&ied by the ibci^ty for propf^t^f^ ,Chriilia{i k^oyv^ 
ledge f . From thefe humble feminaries, the future luminaries 

of 

* Tbe price of labour », in truth, fer from hd^g low« For ioftiuiC(B:T*Donieft|c 
mm-f^i^^ntfi pret fipom 7L to id, ; women-femnto -from zi. to 3). per %f^^} i fhiUIni^ 
porditm is paid.to laftworen ; and to c«rp€nt4|r9 jii^ Wtk^h &PBi I8«4^. to 2s. Sice 
^iaiclair'^.St^t, Agc. voU hl^iu p. 39(S. ■ 

t ^ »PP«ac« tfc€ ChfiB^flaync's State p[ Great Bnt^ip., p. 28.) that the wKoIe 
number of chanty fchooU throughout the Highlandt and Western Iilc8| in May I794> 
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of thfi literary world may emerge ; and perhapa the day la not 
far diilant, when the poets and orators of Greece and Rome/ 
whofe works are already underftood among the inhabitants of 
thefe fterile regions, may find rivals in the defcendants of the 
ancient Caledonians* Already, not a few have diflingulfhed 
themfelves in the republic of letters ; the pulpit and the bar alfo 
witnefs many of their brighteft ornaments, that have of late 
appeared, fuificient to juftify a prefagc of future celebrity* At 
the pariih fchool of Killin, the elements of the Greek, Latin, and 
French languages are taught, befides the Gaelic ; as alfo writ* 
iag, arithmetic, and book-keeping, in the moft approved manner* 
Three additional fchools for inftru^ion in the reading of Engliih 

and Gaelic, and in writing and arithmetic, have alfo been ef« 
tabliflied in the parifli ; and fchool-miftrefles have been appoint* 
ed to teach fewing, knitting of dockings, and other branches of 
female induftry. But the fmallnefs of the pecuniary emoIu«« 
ments of all thefe ingenious teachers is to be lamented ; the 
higheft falary to any individual not exceeding twenty pounda 
fterling per annum. This is a public fcandal, and calls aloud for 
redrefs. ' < 

The population of this parifh, notwithftanding emigrations, 
the introdudion of iheep, and the confequent converfion of 



did not amount to more than fixty; and the number of fcholan of both fexei, to more 
than two thon&nd three hundred and forty-four \ many of whom were grown up per* 
fons ; nay» it was not uncommon to fee parents and their children go hand in hand to 
Schools and fubmit patiently to the drudgery of acquiring the rudiments of fuch learning 
as at that period was Uught. With fuch eagemefs did the bighlanders embrace the 
firft attempts at cirilization* 
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ioi&ll farms into larger, for greater range of pafture grounds, it 
appears, on the whole, has neither remarkably increafed nor 
diminiflied within the lad fixty years, if we are to judge by 
the regift^rs.of haptifms, which, it is faid, have been kept with 
tolerable accuracy ; the total number of births from 1 73 1 to 
1790, being 6916, — avers^e annually 1154^- The extenfive 
grazings in this parifh are well flocked with black cattle and 
iheep ; the former is of the highland breed, the latter of the 
Linton. There is alfo a hardy breed of horfes, fit for the labour 
of the country^ and kept at fmall expence, being feldom or 
never taken into a liable, till compelled by the excefliTe in*, 
clemency of the weather. There has lately been introduced 
a Ibeiall breed of fwine, whofe flefh is remarkably delicate, and 
rkh in point of flavour. The highlanders, who formerly had 
a (Irong averfion to pork, can now relifh it highly. The pro- 
portion of arable ground to that of pafture is but fmall, and the 
returns feldom exceed four-fold. The harvefts are late, and 
often precarious. The feeds fown are oats, barley, peafe, and 
potatoes ; and a good deal of flax is raifed. Turnips, rye-grafe, 
and clover begin to be cultivated, and promife fufficient en-^ 
eouragement to proceed inthefe lucrative branches of hufbandry. 
The prices of provifions are moderate *, and, except in years of 
general fcarcity, they are to be had in abundance. The Earl of 
Braidalbane is the principal proprietor of this parifh ; but, be- 
fides him, there are four more proprietors, fome of whom refide 
on their eftates, agreeably to the good old cuftom. The valued 

* The price of beef* mutton, veal^ and pork, is at an average 3d. per lb. of 17^ oz. ; 
bvtter pd/per lb. of J a ax.» vA ^korfc from 58* io fs.iper fibnc> of 122 Bi. See Statif- 
tical Account. .^ f:.' • 
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rent of the whole parifli is 3115I. 6s. 8d. Scots, which, fup- 
pofing it valued a century and a half back, is equal to 4667I. 28. 
6d. fterling. The real rent in 1790 amounted to about 3000I. 
but fince that period it has rifen confiderably. How far the 
poor tenants may be able to bear this rife is another queilion. 

Before thefe mountains and vallies were converted into ex« 
teniive fheep-walks, forefts for deer were fet apart, and kept 
with the utmoft care. A great variety of game was then to be 
found ; but now, deer and roes are fcarcely to be met with ; 
and in a ihort time heath^game will be fo rare as to make fruit- 
lefs the attempt to find any. 

The various fpecies of fi(h caught in the lakei and the rivers 
which run into it, are falihon and trout, char, perch, pike, and 
eel. The pearl fiflxery was, fome years ago, a favourite fpecu- 
lation, but lately it has been profecuted lefs ; owing, perhaps, 
to a fcarcity of that fpecies of mufcle which contain9 pearl ; or, 
to other purfuits, more lucrative, engaging the attention of thofe 
who followed it. Saint Fond, a member pf the National 
Inftitute of France, who made a tour to the Hebrides in 1 784 *, 
is very particular in his defcription of the pearl fiihery in thefe 
rivers. This author confiders the pearl-mufcle aa belonging to 
the miapiSlorufn o( Linnaeus. He thinks that he has difcovered 
an invariable rule by which, the ihells containing pearl may be 
known on the firil glance} and this difcovery, he fays, was 
by him communicated to BuffaUy as noticed in his Natural 
Hiftory of Minerals (vol. iv. p. 125). St. Fond imagines, that the 
difeafe occafioning the formation of pearl depends on the fhell 

* St. Fond't Travds through Enghnd and Scotland are neivl^ tranilated Into En. 
glilh. 1799. 
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being perforated by a certain fpecrcs of auger* worm, and other 
i^orms not hitherto defcribed. He alfo hints, that by means of 
artificial perforations pearls may be produced ; as he fuppofes 
that the Chinefe are acquainted with this art, and pradlife it to 
much account. Other methods ate mentioned, fuch as opening 
carefully the ftiell, and depofiting a fmall bit of mother of 
pearl, as a nucleus for the pearly matter to form on, a method 
adopted in Finland, and other parts. St. Fond*s theory, with 
regard to the formation of pearl, may, perhaps, be found to be a 
juft one. 

On leaving Killin, it is recommended to the traveller to pro- 
ceed down the lake along its right border, as being, in point of 
variety, and for commanding the greater number of fine pro- 
fpefts, by far preferable to the left ; befides, the road is lefs 
hilly, and, on the whole, fuperior to that on the north border 
of the lake. We proceed then on oiir journey ; pafs, once more, 
the bridges oVer the impetuous Dochart, and turn to the left. 
As we afcend above the orchards and mahfion-houfe oi Acbmore^ 
we obferve on the oppofxte fide of the lake, fheltering its moul- 
dering walls amid aged trees, Cqfile-Finlarigy the ancient feat of 
the knights of Glenurcbay faid to have been built A. D. 1523^ 
We obferve alfo, fituated on a plain at the weft end of the lake, a 
neat but fmall manfion (Kinnel), belonging to Mr. M*Nabbs, the 
chieftain of that name. The family burying-ground, Int/b-mbui^ 
dofe by the houfe, is pointed out to the ftranger, as a fpot of 
fingular beauty. It undoubtedly is fuch, and* is highly calculated 
to raife ideas of tendernefs and forrow ; as an infulated grove of 
tall pines, whofe folemn afpe^t and deep filence are in fine 
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harmony with the roaring waters around it, the bine expanfe 
of the lake, calm and unruffled, and the fublime heights of the 
mountains that rife from its margin, are objects well fuited to 
correfpond with the belief that Fingal deeps here in the 
duil. To add to this fond idea, fix gray ftones, equi-diftant, 
are feen on the plain beneath the eye* Carried back to former 
times, the imagination eafily pi£tures to itfelf the mournful, 
yet fublime ceremony of entombing " The king of woody 
•* Morven," — " The beams of the weft linger on the top*clif& 
** of the mountains. Grey mift refts on the mid-way heights. 
^* A dead ftillnefs reigns. Not a leaf is feen to movei The 
*^ gloom of autumn fpreads around. Its many tints are feea 
^^ along the borders of the lake* The lake kilTes the margin in 
^^ filence, and feems as if bound in icy chains. At intervals, the 
voice erf" grief is heard. It is the foft fong of mourning : bards 
and heroes mingle their voices with the harps of Salma. Fingai 
^^ is no more: the chief of men fleeps in death. Behold, in 
" folcmn movement winding flowly down the nigjgcd brow of 
" Finlarig, the lifelefs form of the hero, borne by thofe whofe 
^* fame is the fong of bards. Nearer and nearer the mournful 
*^ band approaches. And now. the mourners reft on the plain* 
*^ Offian, fon of the fallen, is mute. He mufe^ on time^ th^t 
" are paft.— He b the laft of his race. Ofcar, the hope of hi^ 
^^ earlier days, fleeps with his fathers : and Fingal deicends tg 
^* the narrow houfe, where Trenmor and Trathil repofe. SfSi 
** gray ftones mark the green n)ound where fleep the heroes iq 
^* duil. Soft, mournful, and flow, the fong of woe afceads l^ 
^* ftrains that thrill and melt the fbul. It i^ wafted on t|ie .nn|4 
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•* breeze of the evening. And now the deeds of Fingal, match-* 
** lefs in might) fwell on the rifing gale* Friend of the feeble, 
** foe of the oppreffor, whofe arm in kindnefs was ftretched forth 
•* to the injured. The lightning of his fteel gleamed in the 
^* caufe of his people. But, alas ! he lies low in the duil. To 
" mourn his fall, heroes of former days, who witnefled his 
•• mighty deeds, bend from their airy cliffs. Darknefs defcends 
^^ on the plain. Hollow murmurs at intervals are heard. The 
•* ftorm howls in the mountains. The lonely blaft comes on 
^' its wings of fpeed. The light of heaven flafhes on the diftant 
" heath. Thunder peals along the vallies. The rivers rufh in 
** foaming ftreams along their narrow plains. The lake toffes 
** its waves to the tempeft. The ftorm rages in its ftrength.*' 
On the oppofite fide of the lake, at the foot of mount Laurs^ 
fome Druidical remains, lefs complete than thofe mentioned 
before, are ftill obfervable. 

Strange ideas have been lately propagated, and with no com- 
mon affiduity,refpeAing th e Druidical antiquities of thiscountry, 
and of Ireland. An affedation of northern antiquities has 
wrought up the wild ideas of a few fuperficial thinkers to a pitch 
of folly truly ridiculous. ^^ Scandinavia, as has already been ob- 
" ferved, (fays one of thefe filly pedants) was always mountainous 
^ and ill peopled : nevertheleis it hath fent forth colonies to Scot- 
•• land, Denmark, Ireland, the Hebrides, and Orkneys* :*' there- 
fore, the inhabitants of Scotland, the Hebrides, and even Ireland, 
jure not defcendants of the Celts, as fome have fuppofed, but of 
Scandinavians. This dreaming antiquary pretends alfo to giv4 
an 'biftorical account of the Celts ; but in this he fails, no lefs 

* VtJi Pinkcrton^i Enquiry iatb the HUt. of Scotland^ ' 
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than he does in his attempt to deduce inferences from his vain fup- 
pofitions refpefting the northern migrations. " The Celts (fays 
** he) were the moft ancient inhabitants of Europe. Before the 
*' time of Caefar, they were reduced to a third part of Gaul, and 
" the weftern part of Biitain and Ireland ;" — " thefe in Scotland 
" are very often called the Welfti, or Cumraig^^ The Dalriads,or 
" prefent highlanders, were only a paltry Irifli colony, never 
" extending beyond Argyle, till a late period.'* Our author 
fpeaks of the Celts in the following manner ; — ^^ The Celts [are] 
mere favages, and worfe than the favages of America, and 
remarkable, even to our own time, for a total negled of agri- 
culture th^mfelves, and for plundering their neighbours." In 
defcribing the charaderiftic diftindions of the inhabitants of the 
highlands, and thofe of the lowlands, he adds: — In mind and 
^^ manners the diftindion is marked. The lowlanders are acute, 
" adive, induftrious, free ; the highlanders, ilupid, indolent, 
♦* (laviih, fooliih, fawning : the former, in ihort, have every at- 
** tribute of a civilized people ; the latter are abfolute favages, 
** and will continue fo till the race be loft by mixture. — Had all 
** the Celtic cattle (continues this author) emigrated fome cen- 
" turies ago, how happy had it been for that country ! All wc 
can do is to plant colonies among them, and by encouraging 
emigration, try to get quit of the breed. The Celts arc 
" mere favages, moft tenacious of their fpeech and manners*.*' 
Reader ! thou art amid the wilds which thefe Celtic cattle in^ 
habit. Judge for thyfeif. Look around, and be not deceived 
by the words of a weak and prejudiced man. 

As we proceed down the fide of Loch Tay, we pafs through 
coafiderable trads of natural wood ; and here and there fall in 

* FUr Pinkciton't Enquiry. 

With 






LOCH TAT. toj 

with fmall patches of tolerably cultivated ground, but chiefly 
laid out for meadow hay, an article of the firft confequence to 
the poor induftnous tenant, whofe fole dependence, probably, 
is on the fale of a few cattle, but fcantily fupplied by what little 
fodder can be ftored up for the winter, the produce of thefe 
fmall fields and meadows. On the oppofite fide of the lake, we 
obferve the corn-fields extending from the water's edge to a 
confiderable height on the face of the higheft mountains ; af 
proof that induflry is not wanting on the part c^ the poor in^ 
habitants of thefe inhofpitable regions. Pity it is, that their rents 
fliould be fo intolerable as to render their toil irkfome, and the 
hope of bettering their fortune languid in the extreme \ It may 
not yet be too late to meliorat-e the condition of thefe people, 
deprefled in circumftances, perhaps, by reafon of expences in- 
curred in the rearing and educating (for the pooreft peafaot fends 
his children to fchool) a numerous offspring. For, be it ever 
remembered, that a numerous and induftrious family, healthy 
in body, and virtuoufly difpofed, contributes to the real fupport 
of a ftate, and the fubftantial wealth of a free and independent 
nation. Hence the good policy of availing ourfelves of that 
principle which feems to rivet the highlander to the very hillocks 
and tufts of heath over which he ftruts in all the pride of con- 
fcious vigour and fuppofed independence,— by every generous 
and noble means in the power of thofe deftined to difpofe of the 
fete of the induftrious and labouring clafles of the community. 

Of all the diftridls of the highlands, that throuji^h which Loch 
Tay runs is by far the moft populous. The trad there pointed out, 
is bounded on the weft by Cairn-drom^ and on the eaft by Dun^ 
hid. This diftrid^ being the moll populous,, accounts in great 
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meafare for its being in a higher ftate of agricultural improve* 
ment than any other of equal extent in the highlands, particu- 
larly the weftem diftrids ; for it is believed, that, in many parta 
of the northern diftrids, particularly in Rofs-Oiire, Caithneis- 
ihire, and Sutherland-fhire, agriculture is carried on widi far- 
prizing fuccefs. 

There is fomething pleafing in tracing confiderable fireams 
to their origin ; hence, the religious veneration in which, in 
remote ages, the fource of the Nile was held. The Tay, to 
compare fmall things with great, though it has not its origin 
beyond the mountains of the moon, coUeds its waters amid 
mountains rugged and of vaft altitude ; and, aflfuredly, not leTa 
^ fterile than the mod inhofpitaWe regions of Nubia itfeif; About 
half a mile beyond TCyndrum^ or, as it was formerly denominated^ 
Catrn-drom^ two inconfiderable rills, for the mod part dry, origi- 
nating in one point, on the face of a hill^, form an angle, thq 
right-^hand fide of which continues its diredion to the Atlantic^ 
and that on the left to the German ocean : the latter, after paffing 
through the dreary wilds of Strath-FiUan and Glendochart, the 
paftoral fcenery of Strath-tay, and the fruitful plains of the Carfe 
of Cowry ^ a courfe of between fixty and feveniy miles, yields its 
many tributary waters to the German ocean a little to the N. £• 
of Dundee. Near the fource of the Tay is the celebrated pool, 
faid to have derived its virtues in the cure of lunacy from the 
circumftance of its having been confecrated by Saint Fillanf. 

To 

* Although the above ftreamlet is faid to be the fource of the Tay, yet many con- 
fiderable rivers tributary to it, fuch as the Tumxnely Gary, Sec. have their ongia in 
very remote parts ; — ^perhaps more fo than that pointed out above. 

f There was anciently a Cell, or Prioryi belonging to the Mhej of IneiqffrOy in 
Strathern, near the holy pool of St. Fillan, ** founded by King Robert the Bruce^ and 

confectatcd 
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To what caufe the cure is to be afcribed that frequently takes 
place after fubmerfion ia this holy pool, is furely a matter de« 
ferviag of inquiry. The cold- bath, in many difeafes, is of great 
benefit. Doftor Currie's (of Liverpool) late work on its ufe in 
cafes of fever, has thrown confiderable light on many particu- 
lars refpedting this branch of the Materia Medica. A feries of 
obfervations on the efFcdls of the cold-bath in cafes of derange- 
ment of intelle£t, is mod earnedly recommended ; and it is not 
unlikely, that much benefit may be derived from fo falutary ai>d 
iimple a pradtice, founded on more judicious experience than at 
firft fight is feen in the fuperflitious obfervances at the holy pool 
of St. Fillan. It muft not efcape us, that many things which 
appear trivial in the extreme, and even ridiculous, may be wifely 
enough employed in giving aid to the means ufed, among a rude 
and ignorant people, in the cure of difeafes ; hence the many 
fuperftitious rites which were wont to accompany every at- 
tempt to reftore health to the difeafed, and fanity to the 
deranged intelleft. 

The great variety of foils and fituations in Straths Fillan, 
Dochart, and Tay, fhews to what advantage botany might bje 
Iludied in thefe parts, in proper feafons, and when vegetation is 
moft vigorous. The minerals, too, that are to be met with in 



** confecratcd to S(. Fillan^ in confideration of the afliftance he had from that faint at the 
•* battle of Bannockhurn in the year 13 14. At the diffolutfon of the religious houfes^ 
** thia Priory, with all its revenues and fuperiorities, was given by the king to Cnmphll 
** o^Glenorchyy anceftor of the Earl of Braidalbane, inwhofc pofleflion it ft ill remains/* 
Vide Spotifwood^s Appendix to Hope's Minor PraAick?, p. 424 j and Keith, p. 241. 
The arm of Fillan is faid to have wrought marvelloufly that day, not^rithftand ng its 
withere<J condition, at the battle above-mentioned ; for to it ^va8 afcribed the vIdor}\ 
Vide He^or Boece's Hlft. Scot. p. 302. 

E e this 
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this fubdivifion of Perthfhire, afford ample matter for fpecuktion 
to the intelligent naturalift. At Carn-drom a lead mine has 
been wrought, but with fo little fuccefs, that the miners ceafed 
their labours feveral years back : perhaps the diftance from fuel 
and charcoal was one great reafon for difcontinuing the fmelt* 
ing of the lead-ore at this place : the ore itfelf is abundant. The 
galleries, which are now in a ruinous ftate, are cut through 
rocks of micaceous fchiftus. The ore is found intermixed vfiA 
white quartz, and pyrites* The procefs ohferved in feparating 
the metal from its are, is eafy and fimple. The ore is^ pulrer*- 
ized and wa(hed, charcoal, peat, and pit-coal arc add^dj thea 
this mixture is fubmitted tathe a^ion of beat in a furnace : and 
thus the operation is completed, and the metal formed intd 
bars for tranfportation wherever it may be required. Limeftone 
abounds throughout the parts here pointed ©ut ; but there are no 
mineral fprings ; at leaft none of any remarkable properties. 
The mountains on both fides of Loch Tay are compofed of a 
micaceous rock intermixed with a fchiftus and quartz 6re mat- 
ter that give it a brilliant appearance: garnets alfo of an inferior 
quality are to be met with. 

The profpeds, as we proceed down the lake, are not much 
diverfified ; neither do we meet with many which the painter 
would flop to delineate j a few, however, deferve particular 
notice. Near to the twelfth mile-ftone, on looking back,. a 
charming view prefents itfelf, containing all the charadkeriftic 
grandeur of lake and mountain fcenery. Wooded promontories 
on either fide of the lake rife gracefully from the margin, and 
fwell boldly into finely-formed maffes. On the left, particu- 
larly, a wooded precipice rifes abruptly from the water^s edge, 

the 
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the bafe of which pufhes forward, and forms a double bay, adorn* 
ed with objects that give a pleafing variety, fuch as cottages and 
trees fantaftically grouped, aged and pi^turefque ; and looie rocks 
piled together in huge maffes, irregular and wild. Strips of 
meadow and corn-grounds are feen flxeltered among the trees ; 
and the idea of comfort and humble contentment is aflbciated 
with thefe appearances. Killin is beheld in the ofF-fkip behind 
which the chain of hills that feparates Glens Docbart and Locba 
towers in lofty grandeur. The opening into thefe glens is alfa 
feen ; and the imagination is carried up the courfe of the rivers, 
where many a highland hamlet, whofe inhabitants, though poor 
in the comforts of life, are yet contented with their condition 
amid rocks, precipices, and mountains, lie fcattered here and 
there on the narrow plains of thefe vallies. 

Another ftation for a profped will be found at the fixth mile* 
ftone, and a third, at the fourth mile-flone. 

At the latter of thefe ftations a profpe£t of great magnificence 
is commanded. Ben-more, one of the higheft mountains in 
Britain, rears its double peak in the clouds. The neighbouring 
hills, though of confiderable altitude, feem diminutive when 
compared to it. The whole breadth of Loch Tay, and eleven 
miles of its length, together with its lofty (hores, are feen at a 
glance ; and on the whole, for extent and grandeur, the view 
here pointed out may bear comparifon with any that is to be 
feen on the lake. We now dired our attention to the eaft 
fliores of Loch Tay. 

In our way to Kcnmorc^ we pafs through the hamlets of Clocb^ 
cran and Ardoenaig ; remarkable for nothing but their pleafant 
fituations, and that peculiarity which in former times gave 

. E e 2 charade^ 
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character to the habitations of fmall communities of highlanders, 
who lived in nearly the rude manner of their forefathers. 

As we travel along, and approach the eaftern extremity of 
the lake, we obferve, on its oppofite fide, a valley opening into 
another that terminates the fir ft at right angles : the latter of 
thefe vallies is Glenlion. At this opening the vaft ridge of Ben*- 
laurs concludes ; and the hill called Drummond rifes abruptly^ 
and ftretches for the length of three miles to Taymoutb^ and twa 
beyond it, where it terminates, and the opening into Glenlioa 
commences. The road here hangs over the water at a confider- 
able height ; and the point of obfervation is rather too elevated 
for a pidurefque view of the grounds on the eaft end of the 
lake. The face of the country now takes a different charafter. 
It no longer wears that lofty afpe£t to which our eye has be- 
come familiar on theweftern fhores of the lakcj but rather, the 
great outlines that here charaderize the landfcape, are ample and 
flowing ; afTuraing grandeur in eafy inclinations, and heights, 
though extenfive, yet neither bleak nor rugged ; evidently in- 
dicating that the lowlands commence at no great diflance. 

In our approach to Taymoutb (or Bdlacb *, as it is called ia 
the Gaelic), the family refidence of the Earl of Braidalbane, we 
are much pleafed with the fituation of the fmall neat village of 
Kenmore f. The promontory on which it is built pufhes bold- 
ly into the lake, by which an ample fweep of a bay is formed ; 
but fo fhallow, that, at a confiderable diftance from the fhore, 
the bottom can eafily be difcerned. Every thing about Kenmore 

^ From the Gacllci bealacb, a gap, or mouth, or opening into a valley or glen : 
hence Taymoutb. 

t From the Q^elicy Caui-m^f great beady or head-lmid* 

has 
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has an air of cleanlinefs and comfort. The chufch, manfe, 
inn, and bridge, are modern, and were built by the late Earl *. 
The church is plain and decent ; the manfe neat and commodi- 
ous J the inn convenient, comfortable, and well fupplied with 
the neceffary articles of living ; and the bridge, thrown over the 
Tay a little below where it iffues from the lake, is truly in an 
elegant ftile of architedure. It confifts of three large and two 
lefier arches, the whole being fubftantially built of hewn ftone; 
and its appearance is light, free, and juftly proportioned. It 
was conftruded under the diredion of the late Sir Archibald 
Campbell^ and defigned by the late ingenious Baxter^ an archi- 
ted whofe talents were an ornament to his country. 

The number of elegant bridges which have been ereded in 
the various parrs of England, Scotland, and Ireland within the 
laft thirty years, is highly honourable to the age we live in. The 
theory of arches is now well underftood j and, notwithftanding 
the difference between tlils theory and the rules obferved in 
building bridges, it is truly admirable to what perfedion engi- 
neers and architeds have carried this noble art. May the 
talents adequate to fuch ufeful and elegant undertakings be ever 
patronized by a nation that knows its own interefts, and has mag- 
nanimity fufficient to reward the poffeffors of them with emolu- 
ment and diftindion ! Then we may again behold a Leonardo Da 
Vinci, a Michael Angelo, an Inigo Jones, a Wren, a Chambers, 
an Adam, with all their experience difplayed in their mafterly 
produdions fuperadded to their own creative genius : and thus 
the advancement of fo liberal an art as architedure may onctt 

* The churchy maDfe, and iiin> were built idboat tbtrtj. eight and the bridgt abotrt 
twent j*two years ago» 

more 
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more be revived ; as when Vitruvius flouriflied, and gave laws 
to the fcience which he at once eftabliflied and adorned. 

On entering the lawn on which Earl Braidalbane's mandon is 
Tituated, the contrafl: between the rugged wildernefs that we have 
juft traverfed,and the fmooth enamelled verdure on which we now 
tread, is fo ftriking, as to excite in the mind pleafing ideas, fuch 
as are ufually called forth in contemplating the various exertions 
of rural economy ; more efpecially when we meet with fuch 
fylvan fcenes (decorated by the hand of tafte, fcrupuloufly nice 
in preferving the genuine charader of their original features) as 
are to be feen in our ramble through the demefnes of Tay mouth. 
As a guide generally attends ftrangers in their furvey, every fpot 
worth vifiting is pointed out with addrefs and civility ; and it 
rarely happens, that thofe vifitants who can relifh a judicious 
difplay of rude nature and art combined return diffatisfied. 
One profped:, to which the attention of the traveller is directed, 
deferves particular notice : it is that which an elegant temple, 
dedicated to Venus, commands. In the near ground are the vil- 
lage of Kenmore, and the bridge over the Tay where it iflue* 
from the lake. Behind the bridge, a fmall diftance from the 
(hore, is an iflet, on which the mouldering remains of a Priory, 
almoft completely hid by the trees that flielter this once facred 
fpot, are ftill vifible *. Immediately above this ifle, on the left, 

the 

* This monaflcry was inhabited by Canons- Regular of St. Augufttne, who at one 
time had 28 monafltries in Scotland, Loch Ta y's Cell or Priory, ♦♦belonging to Scone 
(fays Spottifwood) was founded by Alexander in the year 1 1 22. Here Sibylla his Queen, 
daughter of Henry Beauclerk King of England, died, and is buried. The in fl part of the 
buildings of this monaftery are Hill extant (i. e. 1715)". Sec Spottifwood'a Appen- 
^ to Hope's Minor PtaStcks, p. 414. and Keith's Catalogue, p. 236. In order to fup. 
ply the ceil of this iilct with fiih at all times, the monks had the privilege of fi&ing on the 

lake 



\ 



■^ "' 



itt 



^ J 






-^s'7s—:^.'^ri^^tm':s. .» .g. 



•i' 'Wt 



.*» 



^f. 4 



TAYMOUTir. tjj 

tTie road is feen winding on the ileep eminence that rifes' 
abruptly from the water's edge : . on the right, the correfponding 
promontory is more mild iti its character, and rifes grace-^ 
fully in all its varied tints, from the lively green of its narrovr 
firipes of meadow feen amid the darker hues of the wood, io 
the deep purple that fhades its heathy fummit as it takes its > 
place among the retiring uplands. Beyond the head-land oa-. 
the left, the Hr (I great bending of the lake is feen. Its wooded 
border is in its afpeft more marked, and rifes, though not abrupt-t 
Jy, with a. noble air- of magnificence. . Behind this eminence,- , 
on the fame fide of the profped, the towering heights of Ben^- 
laurs command attention. Its« ample bofom, flretching many a 
mile in folemn grandeur along the winding fhores of the lake^ 
which here is hid from the fight, feems a. vaft country elevated 
in mid-air. In the.extreme diftancCj forming a fine termination \ 
to thb grand. fcene of lake and mountain perfpedlive, the double • 
cone of Btn-more is feen in its aerial veil, mingling with the 
kindred hues of the remoteft region of the, vifible horizon. . 
Under whatever circumftances the profpefl; commanded from : 
this flation. is beheld-^whether in the cool freflinefs of the 
mojDning/or in the glowing, radiance of the evening — in the re- 
gofe of mid-day, or when the fragrant breeze ruffles the furface 
of the- lake, and gives motion to every fhrub and tree. among the : 
deep receffes- of the mountains, ,whofe dark, grey cUiFs, ,tufted 
with rough broi,wn heath,, the growth of ages, are feen,, and their 
rugged brows, furrowed with the torrents that fuddenly rufli « 



take and the Tay without regard to fcafons ; and this privflegc the prcfcnt proprietor . 
citjoys za.n|rhto£hi6 cbartcri without being fubjeft to reftri^ion by fUtutc« . 
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down and fwecp every thing in tjieir courfe -.-^whether, while 
the lake, ftill, calm, and clear a& the highly-poliflied furface of 
the trued refledor, gives jufl: but inverted images of each fur« 
rounding objed, not a breath abroad, not a leaf moving, every 
thing around hullied into deep filence and repofe ; — or, when the 
ftorm fcowls on high, the mountains inveloped in dark rolling 
mills, lightning gleaming in vivid flaihes, thunder in peals of 
rapid fucceffion running along the upper regions of the atmo« 
fphere, as if the Eternal in his wrath fpoke from the clouds ; the 
wild waves of the troubled lake lathing the huge precipicea that 
hang over its profoundeft depths : — whether the fmiling land^ 
fcape, chearful and gay, be lit up in the mild radiance of mid- 
fummer, or clothed in the deptli of winter with fnow, and the 
fun fcarcely feen above the mountainous horizon, renders every 
thing around a cheerlefs wafte, fhut up from communication 
with the world ; or, till fpring again advancing, with benign 
influence, reftores all to the genial warmth of fummer : — what- 
ever the viciflitudes of feafons may bring, under whatever light 
and (hade the grand features of the profpei^ here pointed out 
are viewed, ftill the fcene is fublime, and highly chara<3:eri(lic 
of what of late has been denominated Scotijh landfcape^ in its 
happieft aflemblage of pidurefque beauty. 

In our range through the parks of Tay mouth, we are charmed 
with the variety of path-ways, conduded through woods, and 
by the banks of the Tay, which here runs in a free and rapid 
volume as it fweeps along its tributary ftreams that defcend from 
the neighbouring hills and retired vallies. Of the family man- 
fion little can be faid in praife of its external appearance. It is 
partly new, and pLrtly old ; and it muft be confefled, that a 

I more 
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more awkward pile of building is hardly to be met with. With- 
in, fome of the apartments are fpacious, elegantly furniflied, 
and omameritcd with a few capital paintings. There are fome 
portraits by Vandyke^ and Jamiftm (the Scdtifh Vandyke), a part 
of which arc painted in their bift manner, and are chiefly 
valuable on that account. There are likewife a few hiflorical 
fubje^ in a cajjital ftile ; the painters of which were Gucrcinoy 
Anmhal Caracci^ Bleak^ and Gavin Hamilton. There is alfo a 
kmdfcape by Bodewyns and Bouty touched in a free, mafterly 
manner. In the library are fome literary curiofities : among, 
others, what is called the Black-book, a chronicle of the times* ; 
and Duncan Laider^ a poem ; both written in the Scoto-Saxon 
dialed f. It is extremely probable that, if careful fearch were 
made through this library, feveral other valuable articles of lite* 
rature might be refcued from oblivion ; and it is moft likely that 
if fome one, pofTeiled of fufficient patience, indudry, and bibli-* 
othecal knowledge, were carefully and diligently to examine 
the public and private libraries in Scotland, much curious mat- 
ter might be found, relative to antiquities, fecret hiftory, and 
polite literature, which would greatly add to the (lender ftore that 
we yet have to boaft of, particularly north of the Tweedy in the 
prefent (late of advancement in the feveral branches of learning 
to which thefe belong. 

In our books of heraldry, theanceftors of the Braidalhanefaml^ 
ly meet with diftinguiflied notice ; but if from fome marginal notes 
in manufcript, prefixed to the feveral accounts given in thefe 
books of this ancient and numerous name, Campbell^ one were to 

• Tlie fixtccnth century. 

f Vide Warlon's Hiftory of Englifh Poetry, See alfo Campbell's Introdudlion to 
the Hiftory of Poetry in Scodand ; and Pennant's Tour in Scotkad, in which t!us 
poem was firft noticed. 
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judge by what means fo many have rifen to high titles, honours, 
and the poiTeflion of extenfive demefnes ; it is to be apprehended, 
that a fevere fcrutiny into the condudl of feveral individuals 
would lead to a fcepticifm rather fatal to the high notions that 
fome entertain of anceflry. But the confideration of thefe topics 
would be here entirely out of place. To return, then, to what 
is more immediately connected with our main fubje<fi ; namely, 
the pointing out fuch things as are mod worthy of attention about 
Kenmore and Taymoutb^ we fhall further notice fome few par- 
ticulars relating to ftatiftical matters, and the natural hiftory of 
thefe part8» 

The parifli of Kenmore is bounded on the eaft by the pariOiea 
of Dull and Weem ; on the weft by Killin ; on the fouth by 
Comrre and Monivaird ; and on the north and north-eaft by 
Fortingale, and a part of Weem. Its greateft breadth is fevea 
miles ; and its length is about eight miles, extending on eithef 
fide of Loch Tay, in the diredtion of north- weft. According to an 
arrangement in former times, part of Glenlochy belonged to Ken- 
more and Weem : this was perhaps owing to Glenlochy being ex- 
cellent for pafture, which induced the inhabitants of this end of 
the lake to fend their cattle thither during the fummer months*. 
The population of this^ pariih appears to have increafed con- 
fiderably fince 1755, when a furvey was taken, and the return 
made to Dodor Webfter. At that period there were 3067 per- 
fons refident in the late parifti ; and in 1 794-5, there were 5463 ; 
being an increafe of 396. The mechanics here are 9 mafons, 
10 fmiths, 36 Wrights, 8 coopers, 20 flax-drefiers, 63 weavers, 
38 taylors, 4 hofiers, i dyer, and 26 fhoe^makers, making all 

* A fm^ll part of this parlfh b'es in a deep retirement in Glengnaifh over a hill to 
the fouth. Tide Sinclair'^ Stat. Account, vol. xviL 
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together 215 that are employed in handicrafts ; a (Iriking proof 
how rapidly the highlands are advancing in every means of 
improvement. The cultivation of lands in this parifli is now 
carried on with great fpirit and fuccefs. The foil, though 
loamy, yields very tolerable returns; and it is to be hoped, 
that in a fhort time, turnip and fown grafs crops, fo profitable 
in the rearing of cattle, will be properly attended to, fo as to en- 
able the fmall farmers to increafe their live ftock, and keep 
them in good condition through the winter and fpring. But, as 
Iheep are gaining the afcendancy here as well as elfewhere, 
there is little likelihood of agriculture being followed with that 
avidity which otherwife it might. The number of black-cattle 
already bears but a fmall proportion to that of the fiieep j there 
being of the former 3028, and of the latter, 1 1,480. Say there 
were but half the number of flieep, /. ^.5740 j in that cafe, allow- 
ing the ufual number of fheep to one cow, which is four, there 
would be 1435 head of cattle reared in this pari(h more than 
there are at prefent. It remains then to be confidered, whether 
the cods and profits, fituation and foil, and other cafualties, 
being favourable, it would not be more to the advantage^of the 
farmer^ the landlord, and the country at large, (taking into the 
account the confequences of depopulation, which moil afluredly 
takes place when fmall farms are converted into extenfive fheep- 
walks) to promote rearing of black-cattle in preference to paC* 
Curing of fheep. But the difcuflioa of thi^ interefling topic 
would lead beyond the limits prefcribed to the few hintft 

thrown out in this place. 

Since the management of fheep has become fo prevalent 
throughout our highland diftrifts, inftead of encouraging in- 
groffers of land, who frequently do not breed cattle or fheep 
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themfelvcfl, but rather employ too much time in purchafing ia 
diftant parts live dock for the market, to the great detriment of 
their neighbours, who exert their induftry in breeding j it ought 
to be a primary objedt with proprietors, lo encourage the pre- 
fervation of a due balance between population, and the breeding 
of cattle and iheep; and to be watchful left the extreme of 
over-ftocking or under- ftocking be prejudicial to the real interefts 
of allconcerned. 

Let us fuppofe a farm that can pafture aoco fheep, and a 
proportional number of black-cattle, to be divided among four 
farmers, each paying a rent of 50L per ann, ; and that thefe 
four farmers form a common dock, out of which the falaries 
paid to the fhepherds employed in the management, and all 
other expences, are to be defrayed. Let a wintering be re- 
ferved, in cafe of a long and fevere winter, fo as to infure fufiicient 
range and provender, which are the fure prefcrvatives againft 
the accidents and difeafes that alTail live dock. The following 
may give fome idea of the management of a fheep-farm laid out 
in this manner : 



Dr. £. /. • J. 

Rent at is. a head for jooo 



flieepy 13 - - 200 ' o o 

A fliepherd and two affiHant^, 

- 'blowing liaiidfoiD«ly - 40 O C 

Wool bagsy tar and butteo* 
fhephcrd's meal, extra wa- 
ges for ftneanng, &c. • 30 o o 

Fox-hunters, and incidental. 

expences, fay - - 500 



Ca, £. /. J, 

Bycafhfpr the faid flock's wool 80 o o 

By do. for 300 lambs, 5s. 6d. 

eatch . . 83 10 o 

By do» ibf 150 do. ihat, 46. each 30 o - o 

300 Aged wedders * and flack 

ewes i6s. 6d. - 14^ 10 



o 



Crocks 150, Ss. , • > •» 60 o o 



Dedu6i coils ^ • ^75 o 



275 o o4A8d there remains a clear — 



500 o o 
o 



profit of - • aic o o 

♦ Under the denomination of aged wedders are comprehended (merely for brevity's 
&ke) milk ewes, gett ewes, dimmonds, three year olds, rams, &c» 
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which, when divided among four is, 56I. 5s. a piece. Add to 
this the produce of whatever cattle happen to be reared on the 
lower parts of the farm ; likewife corn, barley, potatoes, &c. and 
the fituation of fmall farms of this defcription is far from being 
defpicable. It is manifeft, then, that the land-owner has a rent 
equal to any that monopolizers can poflibly afford ; he has, be- 
fides, the pleafure of knomng that four families can thus be 
reared inftead of one; and that the more numerous they are the 
better, as thereby the divifion of labour will greatly add to the 

« 

facility of improvement of whatever defcription. Now, with 
regard to improvements in the breed and management of (heep^ 
the following queftions may afford matter for fpeculation. 

Queftion i. Whether it might not be more profitable, on the 
whole, to pay greater attention to the quality of the wool, than 
to the bone and bulk of fheep ? 

Queftion 2. Whether if what is called the true highland 
breed of fheep were paftured on the fame range as the Union 
breed, the advantage derived from the former might not be 
greater than that arifing from the latter ; particularly as the 
former are more delicate in point of flefli, the wool is much 
finer, and fells dearer ; and the fame pafture that maintains 10 
fheep of the foreign breed will maintain 20 of the fmall native 
breed ; befides, that the native breed are lefs liable to difeafes 
than the foreign, arc more hardy, and require lefs trouble in 
the management? I>Jow, as the native fheep are fuperior in 
quality, with regwrd to finenefs of wool and delicacy of flefh, 
to the foreign breed, and are lefe liable to maladies, lefs trouble- 
fome in the management, and double the number can be paf- 
tured on an equal extent of range to that of any other breed, 

would 
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« 

would it not be advifeable to make fair trial how far the fmall 
highland breed of fheep would anfwer in preference to any- 
foreign breed hitherto introduced on fheep-farms * ? 

Queftion 3. Whether eftablifhments for the manufacturing of 
wool in the highland diflridts ought not to be promoted and 
encouraged; and for this purpofe, might not young men, fons 
of gentlemen and refpeftable ftore-mafters, inftead of being bred 
to bufmefs as cotton-manufadturers, as is the cuftom at prefent, 
be bred to the woollen trade on its various branches ; and thus, 
even under the (heep- breeding fyftem, our raw materials be 
brought to market under fiich favourable circumftances as would 
infure every due advantage ? Thus might the induftrious poor 
earn a comfortable fubfiftence, and emigration be prevented f . 

* On a ftieep-walk that would pafture 2000 flieep of the Linton breed, double the 
number, 1. e* 40CX) of the native highland kind could be paftured. — The following 
calculation will afford fome idea of the advantage of the one mode over the other : For 
the fake of keeping the calculation within a narrow compafs, let a fmall number fufficc. 

Forty wedders, native {heep» 
each weighing 241b. at 6d. 
per lb, - - - 24 o o 

Wool of do. 3 ftonee, i08« 6d. 
per ftone - • i 1 1 6 

25 II 6 



£• s. d. 

Twenty wedderv^ each weighing 

4olb., at 6d. per lb. - - 20 o o 
Wool of do* 2 \ ftone, at Ss. 

per ftone - - -too 

21 o o 
Balance or profit « ' 4116 



25 II 6 

If this calculation be corred, and coincide with a fair trial, the advantage on the fide 
of the fmall breed, even of the Galloway (pecies, is fufficiently evident, and turns out 
nearly twenty- three per cent, more than the coarfe wool kfhd. The wool of the fmall 
breed of fheep has been known to fell at 168. per ftone, while only 78. or 88. was got for 
the other kind. See Smith's Agr, Survey. 

f See Dr. Smith's Agncultural Survey of Argylefhire, where this fubjcft is con* 
iidered at great length, and with truly enlightened views and patriotic fentiments* 
See alfo Campbell's Account of the Farifli of Noith Knabdalej ^Sinclair's Stat. Ace* 
voL ▼. p. 259. 

Queftion 
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Queftion 4. Whether ^(?^// ought not to conftitute a principal 
part of the live (lock on our highland ftore-farms ; as they feed 
where fheep can hardly venture ; require little attention^ com- 
paratively ; are excellent and nutritive food, efpecially when 
their hind-quarters are made into hams ; have much tallow, and 
their milk is medicinal,, and, when converted into cheefe, is ex- 
cellent and fells high ; befide. which, their fkins might fetch 
a good price, and might be made into excellent leather for 
either boots or breeches ; in fhort, if due attention were paid'= 
to a proper breed of goats,, might not the profits be truly con^ 
iiderable ? 

Queftion 5. Might not much profit arife from a ftrift attention 
to the breed of horfcs^ of black cattle^ and oifwine in the high- 
lands ; and ought not the propagation of bees to be encouraged 
by every means poffible, where fo much heath and fuch vaft: 
variety of herbs- abound as in our mountainous diftrifts ?. 

Before leaving this fubjedt, it may not be deemed unintereff- 

ing to mention a few particulars refpediing the management of 

« 

ftore-farms in general. 

The highlands of Scotland feem peculiarly adapted for the 
breeding of black-cattle, fheep, and goats. The native breeds 
of each of thefe ought to be preferred to any foreign kinds, ex- 
cept thofe neareft the native, as, without doubt, more likely to 
thrive on the foil, more hardy, lefs liable to difeafe, and re- 
quiring lefs trouble and expence in the management, thant 
any breed hitherto introduced into the country by our ftore*-- 
farmers. 

The main points to be kept in view in the management of 
black cattle are, to be careful not to mix the breed j; to be at- 
tentive: 
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tentivc to procure good bulls * ; to keep cattle cool, clean, and 
dry J not to rear more than there is an abundance of pafture and 
provender for; otherwife, cattle are liable todifeafe, and become 
ftinted in their growth. As fliape, a choice pile, fhort legs, 
deep ribs, a ftraight back, a high crcft, and a longifh fnout, 
are the recommendatory marks of a good highland cow, the 
Englifti buyers expedt fuch to be hardy and ftrong-boned, to 
feed true, and fat quickly, A real highland cow of this defcrip- 
tion may, when full fed and fit for flaughter, weigh from ^6e 
to 5601b. avoirdupois, which at the rate of fixpence/<?r pound, 
including hide and tallow, amounts to from 9I. to 14L j and fuch 
beads as are brought to weigh thus much are ufually bought 
up at from 5I. to 81. by the Englifh drovers. 

In the management of fheep-farms, the following confider- 
ations are chiefly to be attended to. Next to the native breed 
of highland fheep, the fmall Cheviot and ancient Galloway 
breeds are to be preferred, principally on account of the deli- 
£2Lcy of their flefli and the finenefs of their fleeces f j to fl:ock 

tightly, 

• The idea of degeneracy being the confcquence of a bufl bulHng his own ofispring, 
18 now exploded ; as, on inveftigationy the fa^ proTed othenvife. It was a prevailing 
opinion, that it 10 proper to change the bull every three years 5 though they ufually 
retain thrir vigour tiU ten years old. To let cows have the buU fo as to calve in the 
beginning of April, is of great advantage. Calves ought to be allowed to fuck their 
dams. 

f *^ Of thefe fheep, the moft diilinguiihing marks are orange- coloured faces and leg% 
Ihort thick wool, and very finall fize. When full grown, and tolerably fat, the wed- 
dcr would not exceed 30, nor the ewe 271b. ; and it would require 18 to 20 of their 
fleeces to make a done of 26^ lb." It is in general fold from 1 2 to 14 Ihilhngs a ftone. 
See Siadair's Stat. Accounts, vol. xvii. p. 569. Par. Mochrum. " Very few, how- 
ever, of this truly primitive breed, it is fuppofed, now remain. A few years ago. Lord 
Daer and Admiral Stewart purchafcd here fome of the native ewes, in order to try a 

breed 
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tightly ; and to change to pafture fuited to the health and con- 
dition of the ftock, fo as to guard againft the inclemency of 
weather, and the difeafes incident to ftieep* Where the flieep-^ 
walk is high and expofed, the wedder fyftem is recommended ; 
and where there are good low-lying paftures, with adequate re- 
Iburces for a cold and lengthened fpring, the breeding fyftem 
is, in general, found to be moft profitable j but where there ia 
a fuflScient range in low and high pafture, both fyftems, con* 



breed between tliera and Spanifh, Shetland, and other rams ; but both thcfc pubhc- 
fpiritcd perfonages were unfortunately cut oflF by death, while engaged in this and 
many other patriotic experiments for the improvement of their country."— Ibid, p. 569. 
The Cheviot breed are far preferable to the Linton ; for, befide their fleeces being finer 
and clofcr, of courfe warmer, they are long in body, long-legged, well-boned, and every 
way fitted for enduring the fevereft weather, and climbing the higheft mountains; and 
arc faid to be lefs liable to difoafe than the black-faced or Linton kind. Several 
gentlemen have introduced them into Argylcfhire : among others, Mr, Campbell at 
Auch, and the Duke of Argyle ; as alfo Earl Braidalbane on fome farms in Perthfhire 
and in Argylcftiire; and thefc fcveral trials have been fuccefsful beyond their moft fan- 
guine hopes. About twenty years ago !Le. 1778), on the Mill of Kin tyre, fome parcels 
of the old highland breed were crofTed with the Linton kind. The refult of this experi. 
mcnt proved favourable, and the wool in this diftrift of Argylefture ftill continues of a 
quality, much fuperior to any other in that part of the country. Fide Sqiith's Agric, 
Survey, p. 242. 

♦ To raifc artificial graflcs 5 to fo ^ the feeds of whins, broom, juniper, parfley, and 
other falutary plants ; to raife crops of turnips, potatoes, and carrot, nay cabba<yes of 
various fpecies; to drain fome parts, and water others, — ought all to enter into the 
mral economy of the ftore-farmer, and would, in the end, he much to Ixis advan-^. 
tage, as well as to that of the country at large. Some advife the making of hay- 
heather, the heather to be cut in Auguft, when the heath is ia its full bloom. Dry 
pjrovcnd«3r is much recommended by ftore-faimcrs in England. See Young's Annuls, 
vol. xiii. pojfftm. Mufeum Rufl:., 5;c. A Trcatifc on Paflurage, printed for E. Bal- 
four, Edin. 1790. Report of the Committee of the Highland Society : particularly' 
the Appendix, Edin. printed for the ufe of the Society, 1 790. The Complete Grazier^ 
London primed 1767. . 1 

G g joined. 
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joined, may anr^er very well. With refpefl: to ram^bneedingy 
it is believed that too little attention has heretofore been paid to* 
Ais molt effential part of fheep-ftocking. Inftead of turning 
fame loofe indifcriminately among the flocks at the proper feafon, 
as has univerfally been the cuftom hitherto, fmall inclofures 
ought to be formed, and the ewes admitted to the rams one at a 
time only, the rams to ferve each ewe once and no more. " By 
** this judicious and accurate regulation (fays Mr. Marfliall*), a 
^^ ram is enabled to (erve nearly twice the number of ewes that be 
" would do if turned loofe among them, efpecially a young ramf .'* 
The ufual pradice is, to buy rams of three years old, to ride 
one year, and then fell off, and to change frequently, the oftener 
the better ; but this will not apply to the breeding and rearing 
of the native highland flieep, the fmall Galloway, or Cheviot 
kind; nor of the Shetland breed. Rams may be efficient 
and vigorous till fix or feven years ol3 ; and a good breed ought 
never to be changed, unlefs for another of a fuperior quality %• 
A ram-park ihould always form part of the ftore^-mafter's 
eftablifhment ; as without it much prejudice xpay and often 
does aiife, befides inconveaieoce, in the management o£ th^ 
flock. 

The difeafes to which fheep are liable are fa formidable, and 
fo little within the compafs of any treatment yet thoroughly 
underftood, that it were to little purpofe to lay down any rules 

• Fide M»(h«a*t Midland Couaties, vol I 

f By tbc prefcDt pn£Uce one ram is allowed to four-fcore flicep ; but by that hent 
Itconmended fix-fcore fheep might be ferved by a healthful vigorous ram. 

( Someexpcrivefttl hate httn tried with facceb la croffiog Spaoiih and native bi^ 
land fliccp. 

refpe^ing 
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refpedling the method of cure : fuffice it to fay, that a date of 
health In bead, as well as ia man, depends on a due obfeiran^ e 
as to. proper food and clothitig ; as, on the one hand, too great 
an indulgence induces difeafes connefted with generous diet, and 
leads to an over-delicacy in regard to defence againft (he changes 
of the feafons ; and on the other, a lack of the common necef- 
faries of life, together with a fcanty fupply of what protefts 
animal exiflence againll wind, rain, froft, and fnow, pre^difpofes 
to debility, and difeafes connected with wretchednefs and want. 
Both thefe extremes (hould be avoided ; and a difcreet ufe of 
the one, with a prudent attention to the means befl calculated 
to guard againft the evil confequences of the other, will eSec« 
tually infure fuccefs in the art of preferving the health of man 
and domeftic animals* 

* The difeafes to which ftieep are moft liable are» the fcvurjfy or, as it a called in 
different parts of Englaad> the midden-ilit the rcd-mfaUr, the Uaek-watctf aod the rotf 
or what is by fome called pocked \ both the braxy and the rot arc fatal in the ex- 
treme to fheep» carrTing off nearly one third, and in fome inftanccs ihe one half of a 
flock at a time. If thefe difeafes are carable, a change of pailure is the only remedy ; 
and the fufpeded part of a flock fhould be fold off immediately, without referv^» 
to buy in new (lock. The native breed, as lefs liable to difeafe, ought without hefita* 
tion to be preferved. To prevent the ravages of the braxyy to fupport the bogs (year 
olds) in Autumn on artificial crops, fuch as fown graffes, turnips, rape, &c. is found to 
anfwer in moft cafes. See Robfon's Report. Stat. Ace. of Selkirk, voL lu p. 446. 
Stat. Ace. Linton, vol. i. p. 133. ** I will be bound for it (fays Robfon) the better 
*' keepmg will prevent the hraxyy or fickntfi as they call it." *' It was common in 
<< every part of England (continues he), until it was prevented by better food." In 
large flocks, (he adds) a cart load, for many mornings in fucceffion in the latter end of 
Oftober and beginning of November, was not uncommon to be brought home dead.'* 
The advantage of light flocking, and green artiiktal crops, is obvious, to fay no more. 
There are other maladies to which fheep are liable, fuch as the gripping^ or louptng-ill aa 
fome call it, a paralytic affedion. TheJ^unfyj or water in the head, the fcaby fags, or 
kades^chiy foot-rot 9 and other local difeafes incident to fheep, are treated varionfly, but 
with very little fuccefs. Cleanlinefs and comfortable keeping are the fure preventive?. 

G g a With 



• 4i8 KENMORE. 

With rcfped to the management of a herd of goats^ little can 

here be communicated, for want of fufficient knowledge or ex- 

•^perience in this branch of ftock-f^rming ; but, without doubt^ 

much profit might accrue, as hath already been remarked, from 

goats forming part of a (lore- farm. 

The breeding of fwine is another branch of rural economy, 
but too little attended to in our highland diftrida. When it is 
confidered how ealily, and under what unfavourable circum- 
ftances, fwine can be reared and fattened, it feems perfeftly 
within the reach of the pooreft cottager to have a breeding fow, 
the produce of which is returned within the year and half; and 
moft afluredly no kind of induftry whatever is attended with 
' lefs trouble and expence ; nor can a more profitable one, pro* 
vided the management be judicious, be readily pointed out* 
'What no other domeftic animal will make ufe of, a hog will 
•feed on ; and will feek his food on the fca-fhore, as well as in 
the woods, or on the almoft barren moon The refufe of the 
.dairy, of the mill, and of culinary operations, are to him dain- 
ties ; how much more mud he relilh regular and more generous 
feeding, fuch as potatoes, carrots, and, occafionally, peafe, beans, 
and corn ! When fattened to a reafonable degree, and fit for the 
ufe of man^ hams of the fined quality and moil delicate flavour 
might be made ; and as the fmoke of peat or wood is found to 
give a peculiar odour, that is very grateful to many, highland hams 
might be as much fought after, as, at prefent, Weflphalia hams 
are, and might prove no inconfiderable fource of national 
wealth : nay, were proper means taken to encourage the breed- 
ing of fwine in the highlands of Scotland, the fheep fyftem 
itfelf would yield in emolument to the rearing of hogs, curing 

of 
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«f pork, and fmoking of bams*. Thcni population would in- 
treafe, as the comforts of life would' Ke\more eafily. procured ;. 
inftead of emigrations^ the induftrious would find employment ; 
and thus there would exift no caufe of murmur, no fhadow 
of oppreffion; Let agriculture be promoted. in our lowlands;; 
the rearing of fueh animals' aS' have been mentioned on our 
mountains^ and in our vallies ; the eftabliihment of woollen ma- 
nufadories in the diftrids beft calculated for them ; and cotton i 
works in favourable fituations ; let our fifheries be placed on »¥. 
eligible footing ; our trade be made free, and our ports be open- 
ed^ to the whole world ; then Scotland would have to boaft of 
her ancient independence, and * be blefled with a plenitude of. 
every neceflary comfdrt within the reach of kumanr iaduftry. . 

With refpjea to the natural hiftgry of the immediate' vicinity 
oi Taymouth^ having in a former page faid fomewhat' on this 
{ubje(51, the l6fs will be requifite in this place :- therefore, a few 
general hints muft fuffice, and tHefe ftated^as briefly as poffible. 

Loch Tay is in length about lyftatute miles, and at its greateft . 
breadth two miles nearly. By fome, jt is reckoned a hundred 

* The parifh of Lochmaben iii Dumfnesfhtre. X8 famous for breeding of fwine. 
<* There are (fays the writer of a Statiftical Account of that ^artih) people who make 
. a trade of faking and cunng (fwinc).' There may be xoooL: worth fold in the parifh . 
annuallyy beiides what is confumed by the inhabitants " — ** It is affirmed (continues 
this author) by fome.who are converfant in that bufinefs, that from Nith to Sark and 
Elky an extent- of country abbut 30 miles the longeft way, . and about 16 the. 
fhorteft) ,there is above 20,ooq1. brought in annually forfvWne." Stat. Ace. yol. rii. . 
p. 243. It is to be remarked, that the.foil intfais parifh is of 3 fine qualityi and yields 
abundant crops of every kind hitherto tried. It may be objeded by fbme> that the 
highlands\are on the whole unfavourable to the rearing of hogs, more eCpecia]l3r to the 
fattening of them ?— -To this it may be anfwered^ that, .if falted cabbage, C01II9 and . 
carrots fatten well, as all allow to be the cafe, furely an abundance of fuch food can, . 
without much difficulty, be procured in the bigVaudsi as well as any where elfe. 

fathoms.. 
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^iUome deep ; but confiderably ihotx of this may be its r^l 

dtfpth. It abounds in filmon, pike, perch, eel, charr, and mo^ 

trout.^ Thefe various kinds of fifh are of excellent quality, and 

• the falmon is found clean aud fit for the ta^le at all feafons : 

h^nce the privilege granted to the BraUalbme family of fifliing 

in the lake without reftridion. Loch Tay is feldom known to 

freeze in the fevereft winters ; and lately, it has been remarked 

by the inhabitants of the lower end of the lake, that unufual 

^nd violent agitations take place in it, when every thing around 

is calm and in profound iilence ^. The caufe of this has not 

hitherto been fufficiently inveftigated, fo as to afford any fatis- 

fadion with regard to the phenomena that have been obferved 

while the lake was thus agitated. The firft remarkable flux and 

reflux of Loch Tay known to have happened, was on Sunday 

the 1 2th of September 1784; and the fame appearance took 

.place feveral fucceflive days, though with lefs violence than the 

firft f, A fimilar flux and reflux occurred on the 13th July 

1794, fince which time no farther agitation during a deep calm 

has been obferved. 

The quadrupeds of this diftrifl: are thofe found commonly 
amoag the Grampians ; fuch as deer, roes, mountain-hares, and 
haires of the downs, wild-cats, foxes, martins, weafels, badgers, 
and others. 

* In the year J755» at the tome when the great earthquake happened at Lifbon^ 
LochXiOmond was obferved to be in a Hate of uncommon agitation, without any apparent 
, caufe. That (jmilar phenomena take place in great bodies of frefh water lakes, is fuf- 
ficiently known ; but from what caufe naturalills have not yet difcovered. 

f The waters fuddenly retired to a diftance of between 90 and 100 yards from the 
fhore, and rofe in the middle of the lake in the form of a vaft wave, with a rufhing 
jioifc ; then gradually fulaiided, and continued to ebb and flow in this manner for the 
fpace of two hours. VUe Sinclair's Stat. Ace. vol. xvii.j and the Philofophical Tranf- 
a6Uons of the Royal 'Society of Edinlwirgh, vol. i. • • 
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Of the various kuidis of birds^ may be reckoned t^e game o£ 
ihe lower regions, fucH as partridges, groufe, wood^ockS) black 
cocks.; add in the higher patcts of the mountain, pharnBiigans, 
dotterels, and plovers. The birds of pcey:, are eagles, hawlcs of 
various kinds, ravens, crows, and magpies* The biiids^ that 
finequent the lake and river are ducks of various kiod^ wild* 
geefe, herons, fea-gulls, and fea-eagles. There are aMb^ &aup- 
ducks, water-rails, ring-ouzels, wood-peckers, nut-hathes, feflTer 
sed-poUs^ and other birds accounted rather rare in thofe- paft8» 

The minerals^ on the borders of the kke and in the adjacent 
mountains were mentioned in a preceding page ; thefe confide 
of rocks compofed chiefly of a micaceous, fchiilus, intermixed!^ 
with felt, fpar and quartz. 

The different fpecies of wood to. be found on the borders of 
the lake, and for a confiderable way up the face of the moun*^ 
tains, are oak, pine, birch, mountain a(h, aiKl hazeL On the 
fduth fide of the lake many oak trees, of remarkably fine 
appearance, are left (landing, and promife to be of confiderable 
value a few years hence« The hill of Drummond ^ at Tay<- 
mouth, which begins below Kennu>re, is planted and fikictdieft 
five miles weflward, with pine, larch, oak, &a and ia a 
fliort time this hill will become a fpecimen of what the anoient 
forefls of this country werci 

Among the alpine plants, many of which aare rare,; may be • 
numbered the pbleum alpinumy cbereliria fedoides^ verontca^fe9Ui-^ 
tilts ^ gentiana nivalis ^ arenariafaocatilis^ qfiragakisuraknjis^ acrof^ 
ticum tlvenfe^ juncus^ jaquint^ egrigerofi alpinum^ cerqftium alpi-^ 
num ; and fome other rare plants have been difcovered by Mr« 

* Or Dnimniiu 

I John 
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John Mackcy, an ingenious botanift now in Edinburgh *. The 
kte ingenious and indefatigable naturalifl, Pennant, whofe la- 
bours have greatly enriched the natural hiftory of this ifland,* 
mentions, among other plants, the cor^melle^ or wood-tpeafe ; the 
orobus tubtrofus^ fo grateful to the tafte of a highlander.; the 
dwarf birch, or betula nana^ azalea procumbens^ ox trailing thyme- 
leaved azalea, 2txA fibbaldia procumbens^ &cc. f . 
•. On leaving Taymouth, we proceed down Strath Tay, and 
keep the right bank of the river, which gives its name to that 
tra£l of country through which it runs, to its confluence with 
the Tumel. A more delightful piece of road, which for feveral 
miles keeps clofe in upon the mer, can hardly be met with. The 
difcriminating eye of tafte cannot fail to be pleafed, where wood 
and water, and hill and dale, are combined in fuch variety and 
pidurefque beauty. The glopm of defolation, as Johnfon ele-- 
gantly exprefles it, is no where apparent in the courfe of the 
Tay, from its departure from the lake till it meets the ocean 
below the adive commercial town of Dundee. Even thus far 
up, the face of the country is aided by the hand of art; and' 
agriculture has clothed the fields with a more abundant verdure 
and richer produce ; fo that every thing promifes, that thefe 
hills, and almoft barren waftes, (hall in a few years wear the 
afpeft of plenty and cheerfulnefs. 

Nearly oppofite to the twenty-firft mile-ftone, (reckoning 
from Dunkeld,) the opening into Glenlion is feen j and the river 
Lion, which runs through the glen upwards of thirty miles, 

• Sec Stat. Ace. vol. xvii, p. 461.' Some of thefe plants arc not noticed in Light- 
Jbot's Flor. Scot, 

f Vide Pennant's Tour, toL ill, p. 43. 
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delivers its coUedive ftream to the Tay as it flows onward. 
The narrow valley to which the Lion gives its name^ is formed 
by two parallel ridges of mountains, fome of which are among 
the higheft in the highlands of Scotland *. The fheep-walks 
and grazings of Glenlion are among the mofl: extenfive and 
beft in point of good pafturage in this diftrift of Perth-fhirc* 
There is alfo comfortable flielter for cattle in the woods that 
fkirt the Lion ; and on the hills, which are green almoft to the 
top, excellent pafture for iheep and other animals. The pari(h 
of which Glenlion forms a confiderable part, is FortingaL It 
is remarkably well peopled ; and to it is joined Kilchonan, a 
parochial diftridl no lefs populous. Thefe united diftrids ex- 
tend ^y miles in length by 17 in mean breadth, comprehending 
the divifions of Fortingal properly fo called, Glenlion already 
defcribed, and the more remote region, Ranoch. Fortingal is 
for the moft part under tillage ; Glenlion is, pretty far weft, in 
tillage alfo ; but Ranoch is too cold, elevated, and moid, for aU 
moft any thing except pafture. As grain crops in fuch elevated 
fituations are liable to the ruinous efFeds of mildews, to raife 
any is afTuredly improper in the extreme : therefore only artifi-^ 
cial grafles, and turnips, are fafely to be cultivated fifteen hundred 
feet above the level of the fea ; for, beyond that height there 
is great hazard, and little chance of fuccefs, owing to various 
caufes, fo obvious as to render the mention of them altogether 
unneceflary. Loch-Ranoch, the principal lake, if we except 
Loch-Erroch, in this diftrid, is eleven miles in length by 
little more than one in breadth. Its fouthern boundary is finely 

* Among tbofe which might be nventioncd arc, Thichallin, and Bein-Ardlanich, 
which exceed ihrte thoufand feet above the level of the fea. 

H b fkirted 
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ikirted with woods of birch, and the remains of that vaft natural 
()ine foreft, which extended over this mountainous region to 
the fhores of the Atlantic. In this immenfe foreft are fcattered a 
great many fmall lakes, fome of which contain charr, and others 
excellent tf out. On examining an accurate map of Scotland on 
a large fcale, fuch as Stobie's or Ainflie's, the number of frefti- 
tvater lakes will be found confiderable, and feveral of them ex- 
tenfive* From the Frith of Clyde to the Murray Frith, afe no lefs 
than twelve greater, befides an indefinite number of lefler lakes. 
Among the more extenfive are, Loch-Lomond, Loch-Tay, 
Loch-Aive, and Loch-Nefs*. The great fupply of water in 
every diredion that might be converted to the ufeful purpofes 
of inland navigation from lakes and rivers, and fprings innume*^ 
rable, points out the vaft advantage of interfering the country 
with canals; than which no fpeculation whatever would ht 
mote beneficial to adventurers iti it, as well as to the community 
at large* The remains of a yew tree meafuring 52 feet in cir- 
cumference are ftill extant in the church-yard of Fortingal. 
Before this extraordinary tree fell into decay, its dimenfions 
inuft have been truly grand. An old a€t of parliament ordering 
broom-feeds and whin-feeds to be fown f , is to be feen among 
our obfolete Scotlfti ftatutes ; as alfo another, ordering yews to 
be planted in church-yards, for the purpofe, no doubt, of hav- 
ing a fuflScient fupply for bow-wood near at hand, as churchy- 
yards were the ufual places for the exercife of the bow and arrow. 

* Some of t\it{c lakes are near thirty miles in length, and have no communication 
"Arith the fea* See an ingenious paper in the Manchefter PhiL Tranf. by Mr. Gough^ 
Hihe celebrated blind philofopher, on the fubje^ of frefli-water lakes. 

f With an intention, moil likely, of providing food for cattle in fpring, before the 
grals rprung ap. 

The 
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The name of this parifli, Fortingal, or Feart-nin-gal^ as it is 
called in Gaelic, figDifies, as fome fuppofe, ^^ the works or 
exploits of ilrangers * j" and, from what appears at the weft end 
of this diftri£t of the remains of a Roman encampment, it is 
imagined that fome of the legions had penetrated beyond the 
barriers of the Grampians : hence there is reafon to conclude, 
that the etymology of the name of thi^ parifh is more than 
fanciful. 

The area within the Praetorium is tolerably perfect, and mea- 
fures about 80 Scoti(h acres. Three urns and fome Roman coins 
have been dug up, as alfo a copper veflei, a Drawing of which is 
preferved in Pennant's Scotifh Tour. A number of circular forts 
in various parts of this parifli excite much fpeculation refpe(fling 
their original intention. They are moftly from 30 to 40 feet 
in diameter, and about 5 feet high ; and the ftones of which 
they are built are of vaft iize, and rudely put together. It is 
fuppofed, that thefe forts may have been ufed as watch-tower$^ 
for the purpofe of giving alarm on ^nj fudden appearance 
of an invafion. They extend a great length of way, and traces 
pf them are to be met with from Dunkeld to Glenorchy,a ftretch 
of country of at leaft 70 miles. Tradition mentions this diftrift ' 
to have been the fcene of King Robert Bruce's exploits, as feve* 
fal nameg of places fignify f- 

. The Planners of the people inhabiting the higher parts of the 
pariih of Fortin^gal have, within the laft fifty years, undergone 

. • Sinclair's Statift, Ace. vol. ii. p. 449. Feart fignifiesairo ftrength, virtue ; fearm 
tail (ignifies power of mind and body, energetic, miraculous* 

t As Gkn Saffan; « the Saxon's glen ;*' Dailchofuie, *• the field of vfaory," kc. 

H h 2 a material 
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a material change *. Prior to this period, they lived in un- 
comfortable huts, with fcarcely a bed to lie on, and had little clfe 
to fupport life, fave what chance threw in their way, of game, 
or what they could procure by plunder. The happy eftablilh* 
ment of peace and order, after the laft fruitlefs attempt to re- 
ftore the Stuart family to the throne, brought about every 
means of comfort, and fuch rational enjoyment as is compati- 
ble with honeft induftry. A few examples were fufficient to 
demonftrate to the highlanders, that depredations were no longer 
to be fuffered, and that liberty and the produce of labour were 
to be regarded as the high privileges of the peaceable and in- 
duftrious. Hence arofe a different fyftem ; and its effefts are 
now fo manifeft as tb require no further comment ; for, to be 
convinced of this happy change, we need only look around, 
when we fhall be fatistied that peace and good order are the 
bleflings which procure the wealth and independence of a free 
ftate. 

Formerly, the greater part of the united diftrids belonging to 
Fortingal, as well as moft of the weftern diftrids of Perthfliire, 
were in the hands of the Clan Gregor. The McGregors were 
once a potent and numerous race "f . How they came to be dif- 
pofleOTed of their lands, hunted down like wild beads, and almoll 
exterminated, is left merely to tradition and fanciful accounts, 
fuch as have found a place in our books of heraldry, and hif- 

* This 18 not only the cafe with the panffiioners of Fortingal $ but, in truth, the 
whole highland diftridb of Scotland have ondergone a radical reformation, a& lafting, it 
k to be hoped, as effeflual. 

f A terrible battle is faid to have been fought between the McGregors and the 
Mackayt oa the banks of the river Lion. 

tories 
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torie8 of clans *• Ruorhub in Ranoch was a feat of the Mac- 
gregors in ancient times, as appears from traditional hiftory, and 
a pathetic lament on the chief of that houfe, beginning 

Tha mulady tha mulad, 
Tha mulad gam lionadh, &c* 

At the nineteenth mile-ftone, Bulfraik, the refidence of Mr. 
Menzies, is feen as we pafs ; and a mile farther down, on the 
north fide of the Tay, Caftle Menzies, the family refidence of 
the chief of Clan Menzies, appears, overhung by wooded preci- 
pices, whofe hoary cliffs add dignity to the fcene, and harmo- 
nize with the milder afpe£t of the lawn on which the caftle is 
fituated. Tradition reports, that fome centuries back a chief of 
the Clan Menzies, having refigned his titles and eftates to a 
younger brother, retired into the mountains; and, fixing his 
refidence in a cell which he caufed to be built in the cleft of a 
rock, a confiderable way up the heights that rife behind Caftle 
Menzies, relinqui(hed all fecular concerns, and embraced the 
dill life of an infulated reclufe. 

The village of Aberfeldie is the next obje<fl we meet with, 
worthy of notice principally on account of the pidurefque 
fcenery in its immediate vicinity. In a deep wooded glen 
along the courfe of a mountain ftreamlet, which bounds in fan- 
taftic wildnefs among chafms and impending rocks overhung 

* It is bere proper to remark, that many fundamental errors have crept into the 
account given of the McGregors in Douglas's Baronage. A manufcript, confiding 
of hiftorical ftriftures on that account, (together with a very different genealogy of the 
^bicf of the McGregors from that given in Douglas's Baronage,) was lately put into 
the prefent 'writer's hands, which, at a future period, he mtfans to bring forward ; 
as, however uninterefting the fubje^ of clan (hip may appear to fome, particularly at 
this advanced period of civilization, truth ought ever to obtain, and completely triumph 
over error. See Buchanan of Achnms's Hlft. and Gen, £ilay. 

with 
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with brufli-wood and birch trees, drooping elegantly over ini^ 
numerable cafcades that rufh headlong down, and are collected 
into a water fall of confiderable magnicude, the ftranger is dir 
reded to advance. He here meets with all that is fo happily 
defcribed by our favourite Burns in the following Scotch fong* : 

THE BIRKS OF ABERFELDIE. 
TuM B ~ « Birh 9f Jhergeldu.'* 

Burthen— 5tf«iijf iqffie will ye go^ will ye go^ will ye go f 

Bonny Iqffie will ye go^ to the Birh of jiberfeUit f 

Now Simmer blinks on flowery braes. 
An o*er the cryftal ftreamlet plays 
I Come let us fpend the lightfome days 

'Mong birks o' Aberfeldie. 

Bonny LJjjte will ye gOf 8cc. 

The little birdies blythly fing, 
While o'er their heads the hazels Ang 
Or lightly flit on wanton wing 
'Mong birks o' Aberfeldie. 
Bonny IqffUt &c. 

The braes afcend like lofty wa's. 
The foamy ftream deep*roaring fa's 
O'erhung wi' fragrant fpreading fluiwif 
The birks o' Aberfeldie. 

Bonny laffie^ 5cc* 

The hoary cliffs arc crownM wi' flowers. 
White o'er the linns the bumie pours. 
An' rifing weets wi mifly (bowers 
The birks o' Aberfeldie. 

Bonny lajfie^ &c. 

LfCt fortune's gifts at random flee. 
They ne'er ihall draw a wifli frae me ! 

Supremely bleft wi' love and tbce » 

'Mong birks o' Aberfeldie. 
Bonny laffte^ &r. 

• It (hould fcem, from fome of the lyric compoiitions of BuraS| that he had made a 
poetical tour through the highlands of Scotland, 

Pennant 
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Pennant notices the wild beauties of this pleafing folitude with 
peculiar delight *• The village of Aberfeldy is daily increafing 
in dimendons ; and the decent appearance of the newly-built 
houfes gives every thing about the place an air of bufmefs, and 
even of confequence. On the oppofite fide of the Tay, is the 
thriving village of Weem ; in which the parifh church is fituated. 
About the time when the Scotiili militia ad was about to be 
carried into effeft, a commotion among the people in various 
parts of Scotland wore at one period a very unfavourable 
afpe£):. In the village laft mentioned, a deeply-planned infurrec* 
tion had adually commenced, the confequences of which might 

* 

have proved fatal in the extreme, if, by prompt and coercive 
means, the threatening evil had not been checked in its outfct ; 
and, fortunately, nothing farther enfued, but the feizure and 
trial of a few individuals who had been more adtive than the 
reft. On the day appointed for the trial of the culprits, it ap- 
peared that one of them, the moft daring and adive, had 
abfconded; he, of courfe, was out-lawed; and another, who 
chofe to ftand trial at the circuit in Perth, was fentenced to tranf- 
portation ; an award deemed by fome rather fevere ; and it was 
hoped that a remiflion of his punifhment would take place, when 
all the circumftances of the cafe were fully inveft'gated. 

Tay Bridge, built by General Wade when conduding the 
military road leading from Edinburgh to Invernefs by Stirling, 
though far inferior in point of elegance to the bridge at Tay- 
mouth, is notwithftanding a fubftantial building. Prior to the 
period when a free communication was opened by means of 

« Mofufif ^^c property of Mr. Fleming, which lies on the rivxdet of Aberfcldie, is 
chiefly noticed by Pennant. /Wr vol. iii. p. 37. 

military 
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tenants fliay mutuatljr reap all the boiefits that might arife from 
a proper attentioa to rural economy; In that caf^, fuch a 
code of fumptuary laws might be formed^ as woi^d guard 
againfl: the evil confequences of bad fearons, and the no 
k'fs fatal effeds of a fi(3;ittou8 fcarcity in grain and live (lock. 

As we leave Aberfeldie, we obferve on the left a done of 
confiderable magnitude fet up on end ; perhaps for the purpofe 
of marking the.fpot where the afhes of foinc hero repofe*. 
Marty fuch are to be feen as we pafs along ; fome of which 

are fuppo&d to be of Danidi origin, and others to be Druidical 
remains. 

Both fides of the Tay fecm pretty well peopled. Although the 
hamlets are mean, yet it can fcarcely be faid that there appears 
any degree of poverty about them ; and the dwellings of the 
^lore opulent inhabitants feem comfortable enough, particularly 
thofe on the left bank of the river f. 

If, inftead of purfuing our journey diredly to Dunkeld, we 
would rather vifit Blair in Athol, it is neceflary to pafs the Tay 
by Wade's bridge, and proceed along the windings of the river, 
till we come to its confluence with the Tumnjel, over which 
we pafs by boat, and follow its courfe the length of Blair. 
But another route, more circuitous indeed, though not lefs in- 
terefting, is to crofs the Tay by the bridge at Aberfeldle, and 
afcend through Apen a Dull to the bridge of Tummel ; thence 
to make an excurfion along the fouth fide of Lochrannoch, and 
return by the north border of the lake to the bridge of Tum- 

♦ This ftonc 18 ten feet high by four feet in diameter. 

f Among thefc arc the family manfionsof fevcral gentlemen of the name of Stuart, 
and on the oppofitc b^nk are alfo the feats of feveral of the feme name j among others 
Cantully, the refidence of Sir — Stuart^bart* 

mel ; 
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me? ; thence to crofs over the hills to Blair ia Athol» and proceed 
to Dunkeld. 

The diftance from Waders bridge to Logfera]4: h about nine 
miles ; the road ia very pleafing, and keeps nearly parallel with 
the bendings and fweep of the Tay, oa the ballks of which are 
delightfully fituated feveral family manfioas amid fweet retire* 
ments, fuch as hill and vale, wood and watcr^ render charming 
even in the folitudes of the north. 

Logierait is a village of fmall extent, and is nowife remarkable 
in its appearance; except that it ties dofe in upon the river^ 
and on that account feems pleafantly enough fituated. The 
jremaihs of the Caftle of Logierait, now fcarcely viftbiey arp 
fituated on an eminence near the feny of Tonunel, about half 
a mile from the village. It is faid to have been the refidenc^ 
of Robert IL foon after he made, with confent of an aflembly 
of the llates^ Robert E^url of Fife viceroy of Scotlaed,. A. D. 
1406 *• 

The RegaHty court of Athol in feudal times was held at Logie- 
rait f. The power and juriCdidioa of Lords of Regalitiea 
were, by the feudal law that obtained in Scotland^ very ponfjcjeri- 
able :ji. I« the traditional reports ftill current amb^g the inhabit* 
tants of Strath^Tay, this court is particularly noticpdt as a ftriking 
trait of the deep policy of favage times ; wh^O this fort of de^ 
legated roysd rights to a fuhjedl was intrufted to perfons who* 

* Vide Buchanan, lib. ix. Pennant (on what authority is not known) faTB^tliatthit' 
fortrcfs was &; hiutibg km> of Aiexandisv III* ^ See his Tour to Scotbddi vol* III. 

p. 39- 

f Hence, as fome fiippofe, ita name^ Lagan- acttei Z^^a;7| a hoUow place ; ^/7^, the 
tndiiig of differences. See Statiilical Accounts vol. iv. p. 87. ; .^ 

X Vide Craig.de Eeud» foe aUb Hope's MSnor PraAicks^ Titlquc.p. jq4» jkc. 

I i z purfued: 
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purfued fuch arbitrary meafures as put the lives and fortunes of 
their vaflals, and even unfavoured neighbours, in their power. 
Thus it iiappened, that one of the Earls of Braidalbane, being on 
citation obliged to appear and anfwer to certain alledged crimes 
in the Regality Court before the Earl of Athol^ as Lord of Re- 
gality, at Logiecak, had very nearly fallen into the fnare fo 
artfully laid for his deftruAion ; but a fcheme which was no 
lefs artfully planned fucceeded, and by this means he efcaped 
thexrafty wiles of his too powerful neighbour. 

Not long after ihe aflfair already noticed, which took place on 
'Stconchlachan, abov^ Killin, between the M^Donells of Keap- 
poch and the Campbells of Braidalbane, the Earl of Athol, taking 
advantage of this rircumftanoe, applied to M^Donell of Keap« 
poch in order to bring him forward to bear falfe witnefs againft 
the Earl of Braidalbane on the day appointed for his trial at Lo- 
gierait. Keappoch feemed to liften attentively to the fuggeftions 
of Athol, while he refolved to adl a different part. Keappoch 
iiad (Upulated as a reward for fo important a fervice, a very con* 
fiderable fum, which Athol, having agreed to, ratified by bond* 
On the day of Braidalbane's citation at the Regality court of 
Logieratt, Keappoch failed not to be prefent ; and when the 
arch*offender appeared before the tribunal of the inexorable 
Athol, Keappoch, as agreed on, was called forth to bear witnefs 
of certain alledged crimes and mifdemeanors. Braidalbane 
who eyed Keappoch afkance, in gloomy fiience, was aflonifhed 
at the favourable and fudden change in the afped of the bufmefs 
before the court ; when Keappoch^ as if (truck with horror at 
the awful crime of perjury which he was about to perpetrate, 
iUr^ed back, and at the fame time pulling out of his pocket the 

5 bond 
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bond granted by Athol, threw it from him with difdain, fay- 
ing, ** Although I be not fo rich as either of you, and have a 
numerous offspring to provide for, yet I will not bargain for 
my eternal damnation by wilfully perjuring myfelf. There, 
take back your bribe, Athol : let me be juft." — ^The court, at 
thefe words, rofe up in amazement; Athol himfelf, covered 
with confufion, retired in hade ; and the hoftile chieftains from 
that inftant became reconciled, embraced one another as friends, 
continued fo during their lives, and their defcendants to this day 

remain linked in the ftrifteft bonds of amity *. 

The fcenery about Logierait is highly pidurefque ; the whole 
way from the ferry of Tummel to Blair being one continued feries 
of delightful profpeds, diverfified by endlefs variety. The 
vale through which the Tummel winds its courfe is adorned 
with meadows, corn-fields, and woodlands, that flant gently to 
the water's edge. The bare cliffs that rife in hoary grandeur 
above the hanging groves, and ruffet heath, on the left, lead the 
eye to the diftant mountains which terminate the far extended 
fcene. On the right, the charader of the banks is lefs lofty, and 
they have an air of paftoral elegance in their (lopes and rifings. 
In fhort, fo charming an alTemblage of pidurefque beauty as is dif- 
played in the llretch of country here pointed out, is rarely to be 

met with. In paffmg onward along the winding of the Tummel, 
we meet with feveral retirements pleafantly fituatedj among 

* The impcrfeftion of our criminal Uw in Scotland has been long a fubjcft of na- 
tional regret. Indeed, prior to the year 1748, when hereditary jurifdidion was abolifhcd, 
and the right of /i/ ^nd gallows bought up by the executive power, to whom properly^ 
It ought ever to belong, our criminal code was in great meafure undefined and arbi. 
trary. But fmce that period fome regulations have been adopted, that are faid to 
aofwer in mod cales. 

which 
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which, that of Fafcarly, near the confluence of the rivers Garrf 
and Tummel) ia the mod; fayoured in this refpedt. The Fafs of 
Killicrankie is about a mile beyond Fafcarly, and is one of 
thoie fcencs which are calculated to infpire feelings of the fub* 
lime in nature, which, when aflbciated with, hiftorical incident^ 
becomes interefting ia the higheft degree. 

Although James had reflgned the regal dignities of the 
Englifh throne, and William Prince of Orange had, by confent 
of Parliament, aflumed the rights and privileges of a Britifh 
monarch j yet many, in the three kingdoms, were firmly at- 
tiached, from principle as well as interefl:^ to the oppofite cauie^ 
-—the divine origin of kingly government, and chofe, rather 
than fubmit to the will of the majority^ to fly to arms in fup- 
port of the pretenfions of their lawful fovereign and native 
prince. Hence the firft war, which was terlned lebellion, im 
©rder to reftor^ the Stuart family to the throne of their anceftors.. 
Beyond the pafs of KilUcrankie, on the 17th July 1689^ a com- 
bat took place between a party of the Prince of Orange's army^ 
commanded by General Mackay, and a body of raw Irifli re-^ 
cruits combined with a handful of fierce highlanders headed by 
the undaunted Clavers^ Lord Vifcount Dundee, which termi*^ 
aated fatally to the caufe of James, though vidory remained on. 
the fide of the Irifh and the Scotiih highlanders. 

On the morning of the 17th July, Mackay put his troops ia. 
motion,«and,fetting forward with his vanguard from Dunkeld 
for the opening into the pafs of Killicrankie^ arrived on the fpot 
about mid^day, where he gave orders to halt. Here he refted 
two hours, after which he commenced his march through the 
pafs. Having entered the confines of this awful iblitude, 

where 
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V9hcn impending precipices feem t6 threaten inftant niin, the 
foldiers advanced with foft and cautious fteps, left the found of 
their feet fliould give notice of their approach to the enemy, who, 
apprized of the progrefs of Mackay's forces, lay on his arms 
on the (ide of a mountain within view of the north end of the 
pafs. While thus recumbent, the rebels, undifmayed, beheld 
the royal army form in order of battle on the plain beneath 
them. ImprefTed with the folemnity of the furrounding objeds 
that compofe the fublimity of this fcene, where mountains 
tower aloft, on whofe ample bofoms huge fragments of rock 
crofs each other in every diredion, and where all is hufhed into 
fikncc, fave when birds of prey on high fcream the death-notes, 
which, wildly mingling with the hollow murmurs of the foaming 
Garry as it hurries through fragments that have tumbled from 
the impending precipices, which feem to clofe in wooded loom, 
and bury it from the view, ftrike terror on the foul j — ^while, im- 
patient of their fate, the royal forces,, led on by their fkilful 
leader, paufed as they looked around them ; — in this awful 
fufpenfe both armies remained in fight of each other till toward 
fun-fet ; when it was refblved, in a council of war among the 
rebel chiefs, to give battle at night-fall : for, the highlanders, 
trufting to their valour and the fuccefs of their mode of attack, 
never doubted on whofe fide vidory would remain. The event 
jaftified their hopes : Dundee detached his clans in order, and 
formed them into compact wedges, fo as to break the enemy^s 
Une, and hand to hand decide the fate of the combat. With 
this bold determination, the rebel general rufhed down, at the 
head of a brave handful of his followers, on the firm battalions 
of his opponent. The onfet was impetuous, and bloody. The 

line 
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line was in an infliant broken, and a terrible carnage enfa^dw 
The rout was complete ; and the rebels were vi&orious. Dun- 
dee, perceiving a detachment of the enemy making, with all 
poflible fpeed and good order, their retreat through the pafs, leap* 
ed on horfeback, and fpurred on vigoroufly for the mouth of the 
defile; and deeming vidory incomplete unlefs all chance of e(cape 
was rendered hopelefs, he was in the ad of altcomplifhing his 
bold purpoTe, when a muiket-fhot entered beneath his arm^pit* 
Finding himfelf mortally wounded, he turned afide to meet with 
heroic firmnefs his fate ; and his dying requeft was, ta conceal 
his mifchance from his comrades : then railing his languid eyes^ 
he fixed them on the field of battle ; and being told that ^ all was 
well,*' he faid, " I am well then — ^I die contented," and expired 
without a groan*. Two thoufand of king William's army 

were 

* The following elegant Epitaph h from the c1a£Gcal pen of the mgenibus ancTac- 
compHlhed Pitcaikni^ Duwdbb's friend. To it is fubjoined an imitation^ in Englift 
vcrfc :. 

Ultime Scatopunh potuit, qua fofpite fob. Of Scotifli heroes kft and hefty O Grams ft 

Whofe bofbm gTowM with fieedom's hoi; 
Libertas patrix falva fuifle tuxw flame. 

Indignant thou a foreign yoke didft fpum^ 
Te moriente novoe accepit Scotia cIycs ? And greatly fell. — Now S^oiia o'er thy um 

Mourns in {ad filence thy untimely hte, 
Accepltque novos te moriente Deos; And fee» with wringing grief what ills await 

Thy altered country i — E'en a faithful bw 
Ilia tibi fupereflie negat, tu non potes illi» Remain not.<*Gods and people«*aD £eeiii 

new. 
Xrgo Ca LIDO M I X nomen- inane vale. O valiant chief!' thy country^ name ts gone f 

How fall'n! and e'en an aUcn fiDs the 
throne ! 

Tuque 

fjAMitGiJEMZy (GtthamO ef Oavcrit Lord Virc«unt Dandce by creat3on.«-JU MnCay^t MSS. 
fi'quotcd in Daliymple's Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland j Granger*! Bio^aph* Hiftoiyy SmoUct, 

Guthrie, 
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were left dead on the fpot, and five hundred taken prifoners. 
The lofs on the fide of James was but inconfiderable ; yet in 
the fall of fo undaunted a hero as Dundee, the caufc of that 
exiled monarch received its death-wound. The Athol men, 
whom Dundee had ordered into the fouth entrance of the pafs, 
fell on the fugitives, and made terrible havock among them : 
only two hundred with their General arrived in one body at 
Stirling, after encountering incredible difficulties in their fecret 
march over the mountains of Rannoch and Braidalbane. 
Mackay, who was himfelf a highlander, while in the retreat 
refting on an eminence within fight of the field of battle, turned 
round to fee who followed him in his route j and, perceiving no 
one attempting to harafs the laft of his followers, faid, " Surely 
the highlanders have loft their leader j elfe they would not hav* 
luffered us to efcape thus unmolefted." Having taken ample 
vengeance on thdr enemies, the inexorable rebels, regarding 
neither order nor decency, fell on the Englifli ba^agc, plunder- 
ed the dead, and made off with whatever booty they could lay 
their hands on. Some of the lefs rapacious carried the dead 



•* Tuque vale gcntis prifcK fortiflime duAor, Out-live thou couldft not this !— dosM arc 

thine eyes. 
Optkne Sc9ionim atquc ultime, Gramej vale. Farewell ! — A patriot'e boon h thine— -the 

martyr's pnze. 



••^^•■PWi 



Cuthrie, aod others. It ap^enrs from hjftory, that three fcveral attoonpts were made tore (lore the royal 

family of Stuart to the Briri/h throne, all of which proved unfuccefsfuj : viz. that above>noticed) in 
S6$9 ; a fecond in I715 j and tlie third and laft.in 1745.— Thus we fee, in little more tUn half a cen- 
tury, every means to reilore our ancient race of mooarchs fail j and, flnce the death of the Young Ad- 
venturer, as he 1*38 called, CharietmEdnna-d Stuart, cvtry hope has vanifhed j and the Brunfwick line 
has np competitor to ditlurb tiie qHi^t of tegular fucceflion to htcd polleriry. 

K. k body 
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body of their gallant General to Blair, where he was interred, 
and raifed a (lone to his memory on the fpot where he fell, 
which is to be feen to this day. 

The parifli of Moulin, in which the fcene of this battle lies, 
though not extenfive for a highland diftrid, is pretty populous. 
Yet its population feems to have fomewhat decreafed within the 
iafl forty years ; for, according to Statiftical Accounts, in 1755 
the number of inhabitants was 2 1 09, and in 1 790, it was only 
1749; being a decreafe of 360. The people are remarkably 
attentive to their various occupations ; of courfe, few of them 
are a burthen to the parifh. Of the 1749, only 32 were pau« 
pers ; a fmall proportion indeed, when it is confidered how hard 
they have to work for their bread ! But nothing is deemed by 
a highlander more difgraceful than poverty in the extreme : 
hence the laudable defire of a decent competency, which he fel- 
dom fails to acquire by every boneft and lawful means withia 
the compafs of his induftry. The women, univerfally through- 
out Perthihire, and particularly in this diftri£fc, are excellent 
fpinfters. According to the writer of the Statiftical Account, 
the quantity of linen yarn fpun during the fpinning feafon, is 
2310 fpindles, which at 2s. 4d. per fpindle, for 2300 fpindles, 
will fetch at market the fum of 2683L 6s. 8d« the produce of 
the labour, from the middle of November, when labour in the 
field ceafes, till March, when it again commences — fay a period 
of twenty-one weeks ; thus, on an average 686 females from 
8 to 60 years of age gain each, in the above fpace of time, 
3!. 1 6s. gd. ; a fum equal to the fupply of whatever articles of 
drefs they may require, in which, of late, they fhew a degree 
of neatnefs and cleanlinefs highly to be commendecl. To this 

defire 
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defire of comfort and elegance, is joined an induftrious and fru* 
gal turn ; together with an afFedlionate and obliging urbanity of 
manners truly charaderiftic of the advancement of civilization 
in the highlands of Scotland. But, notwithftanding all the 
means of induftry which a highlander employs, it is a forrowful 
confideration, that the more he toils, the more the refources of 
his induftry are drained into channels which turn not to his 
comfort ; and, after having reared, and even educated, a nume- 
rous family, he is frequently, in his old age, forced to abandon 
his native village, to give place to a fyftem, the effeAs of which 
are already but too apparent. Would to heaven the following 
lines were inapplicable to this melancholy ftatement : 

III fares the land, to haft'ning 3Is a prey, 

Where wealth accumulates, and men decay ; 

Princes and Lords may flounfhy or may fade ; 

A breath can make them, as a breath has made : 

But a bold pea&ntry, their country's pride. 

When once deftroyed— can never be fupply'd. Defnied Flttagi* 

The value of live ftock and total value of produce in the pariflx 
of Moulin, is about 22,3731. Her ling, and the real rent about 
3000I. fterling. The mode of agriculture in this parifh is ftill 
on the rude old plan ; but it is hoped, that the modern im- 
provements, which very generally obtain throughout our high- 
land diftrids, will fpeedily be introduced here.. 

Oak and birch woods abound in this diftridl, and prove very 
profitable to their owners. Each cutting of oak is faid to be worth 
4500I. fterling*, that of birch about 500I. Several extenfi ve plan- 
tations of larch and Scotifh firs have been made on upland fitu- 
ations favourable to their growth. The great and growing evil 

* Oak is cut once in twenty years. Stat. Aoc. vol. v. p. 68. 

Kk2 oT 
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of a fcarcltyof fuel is much to be lamented. Wood for fuel ought 
to be cultivated with all poffible care and expedition, as in a very 
few years the difficulty of procuring peat will be almoft infurmount^ 
able. " One caufe," fays .the writer of the Statiftical Account 
of Moulin^ ^^ which accelerates a fcarcity of fuel, is the diftilling 
of whifky ; for one dill confumes as much peat as would ferve 
five families.'' 

Near to the village of Moulin (lands the ruins of a caftellet^ 
meafuring 76 by 80 feet, being nearly fquare, and having a 
round turret at each end. It is fuppofed to have been a ilrong 
hold of the Cummins, once a powerful race, and to whom be« 
longed in the fourteenth century the Lordfhips of Atholl and 
Badenoch. The remains of fmall circular buildings, fuppofed 
by fome to be of Pidifh origin, are ftill pointed out in feveral 
parts of this parifli ; as alfo two or three Druidical circles. In 
a marl*pit near Moulin, the fkull, as is fuppofed, of one of thofe 
homed cattle called uri^ found in the forefts of Gaul, and noticed 
by Oefar ^, was dug up fome years ago, and is ftill to be feen at 
the Caftk of Blair. The ikuU is (haped Uke that of an ox ; the 
piths of the horns are pretty entire, and meafure in circumference 
thirteen inches each ; the reft of the fkuU is in proportion. 

When the Scotifh colony at Darien capitulated, Captain — — 
Campbell of Finnab, a native of this parifh, was the officer who 
made fo gallant a ftand amid dangers that might have appalled 
fixe greateft hero, and procured for his worn-out comrades fucb 
honourable terms as refleded the higheft luftre on his talents^ 
If this parifh can boaft of having given birth to this gallant 
fcldicr, the neighbouring diftria (Logterait), formerly noticed^ 

♦ BcB. Gall, lib* vi. cap. 26. 

may 
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may be proud to number among its natives a philofopher 
truly refpeftable for learning, literary eminence, and, above 
all, the genuine charadteriilics that diflinguifh the man : and 
when Dr. Adam Fcrgufon, late Profeffor of Moral Philofophy 
in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, is mentioned, his name will 
not be received without producing a lively fentiment of be- 
coming pride, that poets, philofophcrs, foldiers, and ftatefmen, 
have been furniihed to the world from our native moimtains of 
Scotland *♦ 

Immediately adjoining the parifh of Moulin, are the united 
parifhes of Blair- Athol 1 and Strowan, or Struan^ The latter parifh 
alfohas to boafl of a native eminent as an accompUflied gentleman, 
and a poet of coniiderable merit, namely Robertfon of Struanf. 
A little way above the church of Sfruan, on the fouth-weft bank 
of the river Garry, a fquare mound, partly nattiral and partly 
artificial, having a ditch or fofs parallel with its fides, faid to 
have been conftruded by Allan M*Donnell, (of the family of 
Keppoch,) nick-named Dirip, is ftill to be feen. Another rude 
monument, called Carn'mbic-Jbimi^ or Frazer of Lovat's cairn, 
is to be found on the Minigcog road above Blair. Indeed there 
are a great many fuch rude monuments of favage ti ines ; as alfo, 
ieveral Druidical remains, and others it is fuppofed of Daniih 
origin, which are pointed out to the curious enquirer J. 

The Clan Donnachie, or Robertfons, a branch of the Mac- 
donalds, were, till within the lafl: fifty years, the moft confider- 

• As atti hiftoriany Fcrgufon is too well known to need any farther notice in this 
plac(;. Mallet and Macpherfon among our poets,, and John Duke of Argyle as a fol- 
dicr and flatefmah, may be mentioned with refpedi. 

\ See Campbell's Hiftory of Poetry in Scotland. 

\ Sec Stat. Ace. vol. ii. p. 477. 

2 able 
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able inhabitants of this diftridl. Their chief places of reHdence 
were at Struan,* I.ude, Port au-eclien, Failkarly, &c* * Accord- 
ing to tradition, Duncan Raver McDonald was the moft re- 
nowned warrior of the Clan Donnachie, or Robertfons ; and 
flourifhed in the time of our Bruces. From him was defcended 
our poet of that name ; who feems to have inherited the war- 
like fpirit of that chieftain, as he twice ftepped forward as a loyal 
fupporter of the Stuart caufe ; once in 1715, and again in 1745, 
when he lofl his eftate, and was left without a home, or the 
means of fubfiflence ; yet, fo (Irong was his attachment to his 
paternal inheritance, that he found means to procure an afylum 
on his former property ; and fought to forget his misfortunes 
in the joys of the cup, till he died in an advanced life; leaving 
behind him the reputation of a (leady adherent to the good old 
caufe of Church and King, an accomplifhed gentleman, a focial 
companion, and an honed man. 

For feveral hundred years back, the AthoU family have had 
confiderable poffeffions in this diftrid of Perth-fliirc. Their 
place of refidence has been, and ftill is, Atholl-houfe, or Blair^ 
caftle. The approach to Blair promifes but little gratification to 
the traveller ; but, on ranging through the ornamented grounds, 
he is agreeably difappointed ; for, here he meets with a vaft 
variety of well-difpofed path- ways conduding him along the 
Tilt, a rapid mountain ftream ; and he cannot fail to be pleafed, 
if the charms of rural elegance, combined with the wild luxuri- 
ance of (imple nature, can excite in his mind the pieafurable 

• During the minority of James V., the Clan Donnacbie, headed by their chief the 
Laird of Struan, (Robertfon,) committed outrages over the diftri£^ of Atholl and 
counties adjacent ; till Struan himfelf was way -laid, while on a viiit at hii vatd^B^ and 
bafely aiTaiiinated. Vide Buchanan^ lib. xiii. 

feelings 
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feelings that fuch fcenery is calculated to infpire. The family man- 
fion is little more than a plain dwelling houfe ; but fome of the 
rooms are fpacious, and well furnifhed. Before Blair-caftle was 
transformed into the humble appearance that it at prefent exhibits, 
its dimenfions were lofty, turreted, and had an air of grandeur 
chara£teriflic of feudal times. Here the gloomy aflaflin of our 
firft James meditated his bloody purpofe ; and it was here alfo, 
about a century afterwards, that an Earl of Atholl, as if it were 
to expiate the guilt of his cruel predeceflbr, entertained in the 
moft fumptuous manner, although above thirty miles diftant 
from any town but Dunkeld, King James V. who had paflfed 
thither in order to hunt the deer of the Grampians, with a fuite, 
in which were Margaret the Queen-mother, the Pope's Am- 
bafTador, and a numerous train of followers. If our hiilorian 
Lindfay*, be in any degree correfl: in his account of this 
fplendid banquet furnifhed by AthoU' to the Scoti(h monarch, 
we have no reafon to fuppofe there was want of any manner 
of ^^ meates, drinkes, and dilicacies that were to be gotten at 
^* that time in Scotland, either in brugh or land. So that he 
^^ (the King) wanted none of his orders mare than he had 
^ been at home in his own palace. The king remained in 
" this wildemefs (1. e. AthoU) at the hunting the fpace of three 
*^ days and three nights as I have (hewn. I heard men fay 
•• (continues Lindfay) it coft the Earl of Atholl every day in 

♦ Hift. James V., A. D, 1529.— Robert Lindfay of Pitfcottie, and not Sir David 
Liodiky of the Mount> as Pennant would have it ; and Pennant's Tour, vol. i. p. 12 1. 
Pitfcottie, p. 225. The fpot where the banqueting houfe was prepared for the 
reception of James Is on the north fide of Bim glo. See Stat. Account, vol. ii. 

*' expences 
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" cxpciaces a thoufand pounds *.** No fooner did the royal 
vifitant take his departure, than Atholl cau£ed his highland men 
to fet fire to the temporary palace and huts ^hich had been 
reared for the occafion, ^^ that the king and the ambaOTador 
^* might fee them on fire. Then the ambaflador faid to the 
king, " I marvel fir, that you fliould thole your fair palace to 
be burnt, that your grace has been fo well lodged in ;"-^thcn 
the king anfwered the ambaffador und faid, *' It is the itfe of 
" our highlandmen, though they be never fo well lodged, to bum 
•* their lodging when they depart f .'* 

The 

• A furn equal to 1500I. flcrling. So that tlic three days' entertainment coft mine 
Koft of Atholl 450ol«9-<-» pretty fmig fam for a royal vifit, to be furc ! 

•j- " This being done- (continues Pitfcottic), the king returned to Duxifkeld that 
<' n^ht .(in fumiBcrf A. D. 1529) i and on the morn, to St. Johnfton (Perth). 1 
** heard fay, the king, at that time, in the bounds of Athoil and StrathciHi killed 
** thirty fcore of hart and hynd, with other fmall beads, as roes, and roe -buck, wolf, 
^* foK, and vild cats. Them the king, within a day or two came to Dundee, where 
** he was honourably Teceivedt and well entertained by the conilable, and the honeft 
** burgefles thereof, and remained there three days ; and fyne palTed to St. Andrews, 
•* and his mother with bim, and the ambatTador ; and there remained till MichaelmaTs, 
•* and was well eatertaioed by Bifhop James Beatov and PriorFATRicK Hefbuak. 
** Syne palTed to Stirling, and remained there the moft part of the winter. Syne the 
•* next fpring of the year he came to Edinburgh, and founded 9. fair palace in the abt>ey 
♦* of Holyrood-houfe, and a great tower to hinifclf to reft into, when he pleafcd to 
*< come. Further, he fent to Flanders and bnought home artillery and harnela, u-ith 
** powder and bullets, with picks and all other kind of muuition, and gamiflicd his 
** caftles therewith, viz. Edinburgh, Stirling, Dumbar, Dumbarton, and Blacknefs. 
•' Further, he tranflated the palace of Linlithgow, and biggcd a pretty palace m the 
*« caftle of Stirling." Fide Pitfcot tie's Hiftory of the Jamcfes, p. 228, 229. 

It ihould feem, the next vifit the king paid to his highlandmen was not marked with 
fo much merriment and banqueting as the former ; for, when "the king paflcd Into 
« the ifles, and there held juftice courts, and punifhed both thief and traitor according 
" to their demerits, fyne brought many of the great men of tlic ifles captive with 

** him ; 
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The united parifhes of Blair*AthoU and Strowan extend 30 
miles in length, and above 18 in breadth ; the greater part of 
which confifls of mountains, and almoll barren wilds; yet, 
notwithftanding, thefe fterile regions contain 3120 perfons ; and 
it appears, that (ince 1755 the population has not greatly de- 
creafed, although many changes have taken place within that 
period, much to the prejudice of the patriarchal plan among the 
highlanders *• The fheep fyftem is gaining ground here very 
fafl ; in confequence of which, rents are advancing in propor- 
tion. The character of the people is good : they are fober, 
induilrious, courteous to Grangers, and charitable to the poor, 
whether belonging to the pariih or roaming at large, as 
beggars frequently do through moft of the highlands; and 
what is not a little remarkable, by far the greater number of 
them are from the lowlands. The reafbn given by themfelves 
is, that they feldom go away from the meaneft hut without re« 
ceiving alms of fome kind or othen Thus, the warm benevo- 
lent difpofition of honeft poverty expands at the mifery to 
which, by fome ftrange prefentiment, it feels itfelf allied ; and 
readily imparts that aid which, in die courfe of an untoward 
train of circumftances, it may demand in its turn. The hoipi* 
tality of our highlanders has, at all times, been the fubjeA of 



*^ him ; fuch as Mudyart, Macconnel, Macloyd of the Lewis, Macneil, Maclane, Mac- 
** iDtofhy John Mudyardy Mackay,Mackenzie» with many others that I cannot rehearfe 
** at this time. Some of chem he put In wardj and fome bade in courts and fome he 
■< took pledges for good rule in time coming. So he brought the ifles, both north 
^ and fouthy in good rule- and peace." Ibid. p. 2^9. 

• The retnm to Dr. l?Pjebfter in .1755, ^"^ 3*57 » ^^ ^^*^ '" '79^» ivas 3120 ;— 
difference 137 only. 

L I panegyric 
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paacgyric ^nioag our fouthern neighbours the lowland Scetifh, 
and flnglifh ; but they probably have no greater claim to this 
virtup, than any other race of people, in any age or country, 
flcEtilarly fituated, and governed by circumftances that give a 
fimil^^r cail to the active powers of the human mind. The 
nearer a people are to that ftate of fociety wherein the pureft max- 
ijpas of patriarchal innocence obtain, the more will the finer 
feelnigs of humnity difplay the amiable blandifhments of hof- 
pitality ^nd ruri^ enjoyment. This will happen in the woods 
of A^ieri^a, Africa, and Afia, aq well as among our mountains 
of Wale^, or pf the highlands of Scotland. The more remote 
from the bt^fy world, and the more ignorant of the comforts of 
(^vil ibci^ty as eftaUifl^ied in great cities, and other parts that 
^jtve im^l^e4. %h? fyvh of tn^de or commerce, the more do the 
fSedtions which indicate innocent hilarity, equanimity, and all 
the amiable qualities of uncontaminated refpe^t for fincerity, 
truth, ftrid^ honour, and a due obfearvance of whatever is fit, 
jufl, and right, difFufe thpir influence over every the moft trivial 
pccurre^ce of dpmeftxc intercourfe. Hence, the hofpitality we 
fy Qiuch admire among a rude and fimple people, fuch as 
the Welflx peafantry, or thofe of the highlands of Scotland *. 
The manners of thofe highlanders who have had the advantage 
of a liberal education, and fuch as haye lived any time in great 
cities, or have entered into the army, and feen the world on its 
grand fcale, may reafonably be expedted to refemble much the 
urbanity of polifhed life : yet the peculiarities of original habit 
and early aflbciation are diflindly caarked from the highefl to 

* See tlie wrUioga of Pennanty Sprat, Morgan, Anne RadcUffci Coxe, Twifs^ Moore, 
kc Weldi La Hontaoi Charlevoixi Coldcn, &c. 

the 
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the loweft. A natural warmth of temper, a ftrong tindure of 
family pride, a love of fhew and of pleafure, and a third almoft 
infatiable for diftindion,. feem in a particular manner to charac- 
terize the highlander. Inflexible, and ever in extremes, his 
foul glows fervently in friendlhip, or rages in unextinguifhable 
hatred. A perfect favage in his defires and averfions, he knows 
no bounds to his refentment, no limits to his love; and he 
rarely turns his back either on a friend or a foe. 

Blended with the good qualities of the* heart and the under- 
ftanding, many weakneflTes are found among a people but limited 
in their range of acquired knowledge in either art or fcience. 
Superftition, the offspring of ignorance and credulity, whether 
in polifhed or in rude fociety, feems, even at this day, not alto- 
gether extinguiftied in our highland diftrifts. Although many 
obfervances that were, till of late, ftridly attended to by the 
natives of thefe mountains, have f^illen into difufe ; Of, if 
heeded at all, rather form part of their fports than their devo- 
tion } yet a few may be noted in this place, as rather charadter- 
iftic of paft times than of the prefent. Some of the fuperftitions 
in the highlands are fuch as are common among the vulgar of 

moft European nations* : for example, Brounie (or Robin good- 
fellow), fairies, fprights, hob- goblins, fpedtres, and the like, were 
till lately believed in, as alfo witches, and thofe polTefled of the 
faculty of fecond fight. Thefe, together with the remains of 
Druidifm, and Chriftianity corrupted by Romifh idolatry, made 
up the fuperftition of our highlands of Scotland. 

♦ An inquiry Into the rife and progrefa of Superftitton is carneftly recommended 
to the attention of philofophers. This fubjed is full of intereft» and would foMn a 
chief department of the hiftory of moral fcieuces. 

L 1 2 Martin, 
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Martin, Pennant^ and feveral of the writers of Sinclair's Cof- 
le&ion of Statiftical Accounts, having already noticed, at con- 
fiderable length, moft of the Aiperftitious pradices that till 
lately prevailed in many parts of our mountainous diftrids, 
the reader is referred to the works of thofe ingenious authors, as 
containing, fo far as conHfts with the knowledge of the prefent 
writer, very faithful and circumftantial accounts relative to the 
fubje£t in queftion. It is, therefore, unneceflary to dwell, in 
this place, on any particular cuftom, or relick of the abfurdities 
that qiay have arifen from the hopes and fears to which human 
nature is prone in a ftate of rudenefs and fimplicity. But, as a 
few inftances may fuffice to exhibit the nature and general fcope 
of the whole fyftem, thefe (hall be placed in the order following^ 
that is, from the birth of the highlander to the time of his death 
and funeral. 

The cold-bath was fo much efteemed by the ancient race of 
highlanders, that as foon as an infant was bom he was plunged 
into a running dream, and wrapped carefully in a blanket* ; and 
foon after he was made to fwallow a fmall quantity of freih 
butter, to accelerate the difcharge of the meconium f . When 
an infant was chriflened, in order to counterad the power of 
evil fpirits, witches, &c., he was put on a bafket with bread and 
cheefe wrapped up in a linen cloth ; and thus the bafket and its 
contents were handed acrofs the fire, or fufpended on the pot- 
crook that hung from the joift over the fire-place. Immedi- 
ately after this ceremony, a difh of crowdie (a mixture of 

* This cuftom was continued up to manhood. The fame prafbice prevailed among 
the Indians of North America. See Ru/h's Oration, 1774, p. if. 

f Caftor oil is ufed for the fame purpofe ; but fenfible nudwives forbid anj fuch 
artificial meansi trufting to nature and the influence of the mother's milk. 

oat«-meal 
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oat-meal and water) was prefented, and each of the company 
took three horn-fpoonfuUs. The mother of the infant, as foon 
as kirkedy could go about her ordinary concerns ; but till this 
religious rite was performed, every thing that ihe happened to 
touch was deemed unclean, and avoided. Charms were in great 
eflimation among the highlanders ; fuch as necklaces, pieces of 
mountain afh fewed up in their garments* &c. If a highlander 
heard a fudden gull of wind, he was fure to fearch it with his 
broad-fword ; and it frequently happened, that a corpfe dropped 
from the paffing blaft, the ill fated wife of fome of his relations^ 
who had died in child^bed. At times, to proted himfelf from 
the men-of-peace (for fuch, by way of courtefy, th e highlander 
calls fairies), he would draw a circle with a fapling oak, and bid 
defiance to their power^. Lucky and unlucky days were attended 
to among the highlanders no lefs fcrupuloully than among the 
Romans and other ancient tribes : the 14th of May in particular 
is marked as an untoward day f • When a journey commenced, 
particular attention was paid to the objeds that prefented, 
whether animate or inanimate ; and in this alfo the highland- 
ers refembled the Romans in their fuperftition. The nth of 
May, N. S. or Bdtan^day^ was fet apart for fefti vity ; as was the 
31ft Odlober O.S. being Halloween. Juft as the ceremony of 
marriage is about to begin, every thing that was tied about the 
young couple is unbound ; in token perhaps of the liberty 
which they mutually exchange in the bonds of matrimonial 

* Martin^p. 117. Pennaot, voL iii. p. 14.;. Stat. Ace. toL v^ p. 83. 

\ The day of th^ week on which the 14th of May fcU was deemed unlucky duFing the 
wliole of that year, and nothing of confequence was undertaken on that day i-^none* 
were wopt to many in May or January.. The age of the moon alfo was ftri£Uy attended to« 
Pilgrimages were made to certain holy waters^ &c. See Martin,. Weftcm Ifle8^p. 105. 
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afa BLAIR.ATHOLL AND STROWAN. 

union : and, as foon as the ceremony is over, the bride with 
her women, and the bridegroom with his male-friends, retire in 
feparate parties and different directions, to bind all fail as before. 
The revelry next begins. Mufic and the dance, and whifky in 
abundance, crowns the feftival. The prefents of relations are 
made the next and fucceeding days, the young folks being left to 
enjoy the endearments of conjugal happinefs. When dife^es, 
which are chiefly of the acute kind, make their attack on the 
highlander, he endeavours to procure evacuation by vomit or 
ftool, or profufe perfpiration. If thefe fail, he takes no food» 
and trufts to nature for a cure. But, if he remains for any length 
of time in pain, or fevere illnefs, fuperftitious practices are re- 
forted to ; and, as in the cafe of Glacacb^ known by the name 
6f McDonald's difeafe (as certain individuals of that clan are 
faid, by handling the patient, and in the ad repeating fomc 
words, to promote a cure), charms, amulets, and other means are 
employed to reftore health to the fyftem *• On the death of a 
highlander, the late^waki was followed by the Coranicbi for 
fome time back the Coramcb has fallen into difufe ; and the bag- 
pipe, which fucceeded, has alfo ceafed to be played before the 
corpfe of the deceafed as it is borne to the place of its inter- 
ment f* In ihort, the cuftoms and manners of the highlanders, 
fince their intercourfe with the inhabitants of the lowlands, are 
becoming daily lefs peculiar ; and it may foon be difficult for 

• Martin and Pennant have been very full on the diTeafes and remedies of the 
highlanders.— Sec alfo Rufli's Oration 1774, ** An Inquiry into the Natural Hiftory 
of Medicine among the Indians of North America/' 

f Still in Lochabcr, and fomc other parts of the highlands, the bag-pipeis founded 
before the funeral proceifior, and whilky quaffed in abundance over the grave of the 
deceafed. The ceremony rarely fails of ending in bloody nofes. 
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the curious inquirer to trace any diffimilitude in the cuftoms or 
manners of either defcription of the inhabitants of the northern 
parts of our illand« 

As the traveller returns through the pafs of Killicrankie, he 
perceives the Garry to fall over a precipice of confiderable 
height ; yet, in time of great rains, the fwelling of this torrent 
f nables falmon to pu(h up aUnoft to its fource. The fall of the 
Tummel (eas-tov/7) is a ftill grander obje6; {than that of its 
neighbouring flream, the Garry. Fine falmon find their way 
beyond this catara£t. Formerly they were caught in wicker 
bafkets, which were planted in the crevices of the rock over 
which the Tummel falls* The natives, un mindful of the dan« 
ger to which they expofed their peribns^ with one hand grafjped 

» 

fome Hender twig that projected from the face of the flimy preci«- 
pice ; while with a harpoon (a ga£F) they flood on the brink of 
the foaoiing pool, and darted it into the fifh in their attempt to 
mount beyond the fury of the ilream^ Amid the deep recefles 
of the Tummel, in the face of a vaft rock, a forlorn band of 
M^Gregors^ when imder the dreadful apprdienfions of outlawry^ 
hid themfelves inacave; but,beingthere found, were all inhuman- 
ly butchered * : fuch was the cruel policy of the feudal fyftem I 

Should the traveller have fufficdent leifure to make an excur- 
fion into the diftri£t called Rannocb^ he will find reafon to be 
much pleafed, and be amply rewarded for his trouble. 

We turn off, then, to the right by the bridge over the G;arry^ 
under which the water, deep and dark,fteals filently along, and we 

• After part of them were killed the reft climbed into a tree that grew out of the 
face of the rock ; upon which their purfuerscat their arms, and precipitated them to 
the bottom. Vide Stat. Ace. voL it, p. 478. par. Blair- AthoU, and Stnian. See 
alfo Fennaot'a Tour* vol. iii. p. 118. 
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afcend the winding pafs into Fincq/He *• Still afcending, we pafs 
over a bleak and elevated trad of moor, till we come within 
fight of Sbee-cbailon one of the higheft mountuns in the 
north f • As we defcend, Loch*Tummel fpreads beneath the 
eye ; and its margin feems cultivated^ and finely indented vcith 
bays and projedling points, well wooded and verdant. The 
mountain fcenery is bold and lofty ; and as we proceed, beyond 
the bridge of Tummel the river difplays a rapid and ample vo« 
lume ; but the face of the country is gloomy and mountainous, 
till we come to Dun Alifter^ the mount Alexander, once the re* 
fidence of Robertfon of Struan, already mentioned. Here he 
found a fafe retreat, when his miftaken loyalty to his exiled 
prince made it dangerous for him to appear abroad ; and here, 
it appears, he compofed feveral of his poetical pieces %. The 
prefent proprietor, and fucceflbr of our poet, has built an elegant 
manfion, fomewhat in the ftile of our ancient caftles ; and it 
feems well adapted to the grandeur of the furrounding fcenery. 
The mons Alexander is an inconfiderable wooded eminence; 
at the foot of which, the Argentine || , a fmall mineral fpring, celc- 

* It 18 faidy that no Icfs than fifteen ruins of caftles are to be feen in this glen : hence, 
it is called Fonncbaiftealt the land of caftles. Fide Stat. Ace* toI. vi. p. 155. 

f Shee^cbrnhn is 3564 feet above the level of the fca. Dr. Mafkelyne, the celebrated 
aftronomer, made fome aftronomical obfenrations here a few years ago ; and the country 
people's curiofity was greatly excited to know his reafons for coming fo far to view the 
heavens. 

X With this diverfity of view 

Oft have I wav'd my anxious painf 
When from this fummit I purfue 
The rock, the river, wood, or plain. 

FUe Stnian's Poems, p. 241. Struan*^ farewell to tie termtagejlfimg on tie top rf 
mount Alexander. 

II Or filver well, from the bright appearance of the fand at its bottom* 

brated 
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brated by Struan, is fituated. As we proceed weflward, Loch- 
Rannoch foon comes within view ; nor is it eafjr to conceive a 
more beautiful iheet of water, with all the grandeur of mountain- 
perfpedive, bays, and promontories 3 leading the eye, till loft in 
the extreme diftance ; where the mountains of Braidalbane and 
Argyle hide their aerial fummits in the clouds that rife from the 
weftern ocean. 

At Kinloch'-rannocb^ there is a handfome bridge of four arches, 
over which the traveller may purfue his excurfion along the 
fouth fhore of the lake, through the fir- wood already mentioned, 
and return, after croffing the weftern extremity of Loch-Ran« 
noch, by its northern £kirts, through a birch- wood of nearly the 
fame extent as that on the oppofite fide. This deviation, too, 
from the ufual route, will be highly gratifying to fuch as delight 
in obfervation and pidurefque fcenery. The advance which 
agriculture has made through the vale of Rannoch is highly 
deferving of commendation. The inhabitants are courteous and 
hofpitable, and feem bent on induftry, and the bettering of their 
condition ; which, greatly to their honour, is every where mani- 
feft in their mode of management, and their improvements. Co^ 
lonel Robert/on ofStruan *, and the Honourable Mr. Baron Norton y 
who have hunting feats in the diftrid, have not failed in fetting 
an example in agricultural fpeculations, wonhy of imitation. 
The country gentleman is truly a refpedable charadler, as being, 
diredly, an ufeful member of the ftate. Far different, indeed, is 
the condud: of fuch as coUedl their revenues and fet oflF to 
town, in order to fquander away the accumulated gains of a i 

year's induftry and produce. 

* Nearly the whole diftrid of Rannoch is the property of Sir John Menzie and m 

CoL Robcrtfon ofStruan. \ 
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From the eait end of Loch*Rannoch, we command two fine 
profpeds. The one, in looking wcftward, prefents the take 
with its wooded flopes, behind which the mountain eminences 
are feed retiring on either hand, in forms truly grand and pic- 
turefque. The deep fhades of the pine foreft on the fouthern 
fliore, is findy contrafted with the lively and variegated tints of" 
the birch wood on the oppofite fides of the lake. Looking eaft- 
ward, the village of Kinloch forms the fore-ground j in the rear, 
on the left hand, a bold precipice, down which rufhes aa 
impetuous torrent, in two ftreams, which join at the bafe>. 
commands, impreflivcly, the attention *. Sbtt-chailcm towers to^ 
the right } and oppofite to it Mount Alexander is feen in the 
diftance. The fcene altogether is magnificent* 

We may return to the place whence we departed at the pafs- 
ef Killierankie over the river Garry, or crofs the Tummcl at 
the bridge of Tummel, and hence proceed over the moimtains^ 
to Strath-tay.. The latter, in regard to road, is preferable ; 2«id 
after pafiing a dreary wafte, chiefly up-hill, we defeend into the 
plain of Apin-of-DuU^ a diftri£k comparatively ricb^ and fenilc ia 
BO fmall degree f. The ruins of Cqftlc-garhh^ or Garth, are feen 
on the right. Proceeding through CoJbivilU^ and by the Kirk (^ 
Dull^ three miles farther on we pafs on the left the CaJikMemat^ 
arrive at Weeniy and croft the Tay by Wade's bridge to Ahcr-- 
feldicy already defcribed. 

* The lake By fome is iaid to be. fifteen fiatute mSes in length* It contains char 
and bull-trout,. both of excellent quality. TRe growth of the trees is ufually from- 
one to three feet in diameter. They are cut at the faw mill of Kinlocfai and (old to' 
the country people, who come far aod near to purchafe fo tare and. valuable a com- 
modity. 

f In this diftrifl the grain is of an excellent quality; and, in generaf,' the harveft it 
hcr^e aS' early as it is ia Mid»Lothian, Stat*. Acc« vol. vi. p. xjo. . 
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B- P OF THE TAY. 167 

I 

From Aherfd£c we p. I^d down the right bank of the 7ay^ 
Iwt fcarcely any diing wc jthj of particular notice is to be met 
with till we come widiin ii^t of its confluence with the I'umnuly 
% fmatt diftance before LogUtait. The plain through which the 
rivers Taj and Tummel, now feen united, fweep their coUeded 
waters, is truly charming. 

In looking toward Dunkeld, within the compafs of little more 
than ^gfat miles, the fcene before us is highly pi£turefque. Al« 
though there is not much of the ful4ime, yet there is no want 
of fufficient grandeur, to raife it in ouJt eftimation as a fit fubjedt 
for the canvas. The middle of the picture is occupied by the 
windings of the Tay through meadows and wooded dopes : the 
kft wing, which fwells gradually into the uplands, is finely con«> 
trailed with die bold, impendii^g precipices of Kinnaird on the 
right ; at the bafe of which, the road takes a fudden turn into 
the wood that ftretches for a confiderable way along the courfe 
of the river. In the diftance, a ehain of the Grampians, that 
bounds Strathmore on the north, terminates the profpeft ; the 
moft confpicuous point of which is the King^sfeat^ as it is cal- 
led, a cpnical hill at the bafe of which Dunkdd is fituated. 

On the oppofite bank of the river, about the feventh mile* 
ftone, on looking up toward Blair, the profpe<A is indeed de**- 
lightfuL From nearly the fame fpot, a view into Strath- tay id 
alfo highly intergifting. A little nearer to Dunkeld, feveral 
ftations ujay be taken ; particularly one about the fixth mile- 
fione, which commands an extenfive peep into both vallies, viz. 
Strath Tay and Strath Tummel. A vaft variety of fore ground 
and intermediate diftances are at hand to afford every aififtance 
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to compofition. So that the pidurefque traveller, as well as the 
fkilful artift, will find ample fcope for the exercife of tafte and 
judgtnent in the feleAioa of fubjeds for the penciL 

As we proceed along the fouth bank of the Tay to Inver^ wc 
are pleafed with the fnug and comfortable appearance of the 
hamlets, and habitations of the farmers and the proprietors of 
lands. Several of the latter, whofe predeceiTors purchafed 
church lands in the Bijhoprick^ live on their own property in 
eafe and independence ; *;^d, having no vaft ftretch of country 
to farm out to others, fin'c] it the more neceflary to attend im« 
mediately to their own limited demefnes *. 

On the north bank of the Tay, as on the fouth, the road 
keeps pretty parallel and clofe in with the river; in coniequence, 
at every turn, new and beautiful profpe<fls prefent in rapid fuc* 
ceflion, but not fo as to diftra£t the attention ; on the contrary, 
each fcene forms a part of the feries, which feems conneAed 
by the charms of variety, novelty, richnefs, and grandeur in 
landfcape«. 

Within five miles of Dunkeld, on the north bank of the Tay^ 
we pafs through Dowally, where the church f of that parifh is 
feen furrounded by a wretched group of huts, worfe than 
which are no where to be met with, even in the remoteft dif^ 
tri6ts of our mountains. It fhould feem, from ancient records^ 

* The propertiea alluded to are Glcnalbert» Kianaird, and Dalguife. 

f ** Upon information that the Iri(h is fpoken in the highhind parts of the parifh 
** of Caputh» the Bifhop built and endowed a church in honour of the blefled mothar 
^ St. Anne (A. D. 1500.), among the woods of the church lands of Dowally.'' Vtdi 
Dr. Biilei't MS. TianCalion of Abbot Mill's Hiilory » as quoted in. Stat. Ace. vol xx* 
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that formerly Dowally conftituted only a part of the parifh of 
Caputh ; but it is now confidered as united to Dunkeld. 

The land fct apart for agriculture from the pafs of Killi* 
crankie, but particularly from MuUncam ten miles below Blair, 
on both fides of the river, is of a quality by no means ill adapted 
for rsufmg crops of grain, jpotatoes, and turnip. The foil is, 
in general, of a light fandy appearance, and the crops raifed on 
it ripen early and yield liberal returns. It appears from the 
Statiftical Accounts, that in the contiguous pari(hes, Logierait, 
Dowally and Dunkeld, Caputh *, and Cluoie, the fame mode of 
agriculture was purfued, and is not yet altogether aboli&ed, to 
the great hindrance of improvement. The old fyftem of outfield 
and infield, commodities, runrigs, and ridges crooked, and 
raifed in the middle, which led to error, mifmanagement, and 
eventual poverty, ought entirely to be aboliflied. The good 
effeds of a change are even now fufficiently manifeft, to war^ 
-rant a perfeverance in a better and more rational fyftem, in 
which the true interefis of the landlord and tenant are involved^ 
as well as thofe of the community. 

The writer of the Statiftical Account of the " Gty of Dun- 
keld, and Parifli of Dowally,*' very judicioufly points out ia 
his " Hints for lo^provements in Agriculture," fpecific and evi- 
dent advantages refulting from fyftem in the management of 
farms in thefe diftrids. To fummer-faUow and lime ; a»d to 
crop, I. oats; a. peafe or potatoes or turnip, rata baga, or 
Swediih turnq> by far preferable ; 3. barley and grafe feeds ; 4, 
hay; 5. and 6. pafture, is a mode of hufbandry ftrongly re*, 
commended j and cannot fail of fuccefe, provided feafons anfweri, 

* Cidkd by liime Kcagocb*. 

and 



S70 UUNKEIJ). 

and iit$cient iKtins he beftow^ The watering of pftfture antd 
heath groosids is al(b advifed'*. 

The livie-f^ockofthcfedtfftrids confifts of bodies, Uack cattle, 
fheep, and fwine^ Owiilocking, and^a deficiency of winter and 
fpring provender, militate gneatly againA the improreflieot of 
bireed, to which the Highland Society has of late years paid fo 
much attention. The ^ep are of the fmall whttenfaced foit 
peculiar to the highlands ; the mutton is delicate, and die muC- 
icuiar iifajte fmall, ^tnd rich in its flaTour. The wool fells from 
i6s. to il. per ftone. The ufual price is 7L per (core. The 
fwine are of a fmali breed, the value of each from iL I09« to 
'qX, I and the pork is lef excellent quality « 

The otheff quadrupeds which fmqueni: the diftri^s under r^ 
view, are red deer, roe deer, rabbits, hares, fbxea, badgers, pise 
martins, polecats, weazels, otters, rats, mice, moles, and urchana. 
It is faid, that good red deer &ed in the forefts of AAoU belonging 
to the Duke. Roes hove gready increaied in nuaber of late yf^ar^ 
^md inhabit the woods about Dunkeld. Two miles to the weCb- 
ward of Dunkeld, at the entrance of the wood on the north fide 
of the Tay, there is a rabbit warren, wliich produces a rent to 
the Duke of 25L per annum. 

From the wooded ihelter afforded xm the banks of the Tay^ 
xnofi; of the birds either indigenous or migratory in the diibidis 
of our highlands are to be foUnd about Dunkeld. Among the 
native birds may be enumerated the groufe, black-cock f , part* 

r 

* See Dr. Smttli's Agricultural Survey of Argylefhirey which contains much ufeful 
iQ&nnadpn 9a thts fubjeft. 

r|* Of the native bird^no^extindkyt^e cMffreaSe a^car^ to have frequented the 
braes of Atholl, and the banks of the Tay. See Stat. Ace. vol. xx. p. 473s letter 
inferted from James VL to the Manquia of TuUibardtnO) March 14^ 1617. 
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lidge, plover, fnipe, ptarmigan, raven, rook, eagle^ kite, buzzard^ 

grey-hawk, hen-hawk, and fpari^ow-hawk ; — of the finging tribe 
there is a vaft variety : among others^ the linnetylark, bullfinch, 
thrufli, blackbird, ftarling ; and the lengthened note of the flock* 
dove is often heard in the melody of the woods. Of the mi- 
gratory tribe there are the wood-cock, goat-fucker, pied oyfter-^ 
catcher, northern diver, land rail, golden crefted wren, lap-^ 
wing, cuckoo, tit- lark, fwallow, martin, ftone -chatterer, fiekl-^ 
faTe, fnow-flight, &c. The aquatic fowls of the country are 
m abundance, fuch as wild ducks, wild geefe, fwans, larger 
teals, water rails, fandy larks, fea mews^ piffiarnies ;i and gulk 
come up from the mouth of the Tay in fpring^ The heron,, 
icart, or cormorant, and ofprey, fometimes appear.. 

The range about Dunkeld. for the botanift is extenfive and 
rich in indigenous plants. Befides natural wood, fuch as oak,. 
aMer, 2&ry birch, fir, willow^ Sec. an indefinite number of exotica 
isce every where planted in the woods and fhrubberies of hift 
Gtaee dl Athdll for many miles round. 

Qgartz, wlinftone, grey granite,, and moor ftone compofc^ 
chiefly, the rocks about Dunkeld. Pyrites, flate, and lime-ftone, 
an$ found i«i the neighbourhood,, but in fuch fmall quantity as 
to be of little ufe ;— ^rde-ftone, of which, it is faid, the cathedral 
was built, is alfo to be met with. 

A de£:u*iption of Dunkeld and its environs is no eafy under<» 
taking ;. and to prefenr to the conception, by means of words, the 
beauties of its pidlurefque charms, and rural ornament, is a talk 
not meant to be attempted in the (light fketch exhibited in tbefe 
pages. But, in order to point out to the traveller fome of the beau- 
ties mo& deferving his attention^ the following hints may ferveto 
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lead hinoL to ftations, from which he may behold the profpeds 
that are by many deemed the fined in the whole range through 
which he is ufually conduded *. 

From Iftver we proceed along the banks of the Braban^ 
which, as we advance, becomes more and more rapid, impetu* 
OU8, and noify, till turning a little to the left, where an arch is ^ 
thrown over a chafm througl\ which the river hurries onward, 
we command a view of its fall, while the ear is dunned by 
the mighty roar of fo rad a volume of water in its precipitation 
over huge and dark coloured rocks, that feem in vain to arred 
it in its courfe. The efiedl that fo grand an obje^ is calculated to 
raife in the mind, it is fincerely to be regretted, is much injured 
by the appearance on the right, immediately oppofite to the 
cataraft, of a pavilion of modern tade, placed on a hanging 
precipice called, by way of eminence, OJfians hall'\. The 
ftraoger is ufliered into this manfion vvith ridiculous ceremony. 
Suffice it to fay, that, elegant as by fome it may be deemed, a 
lover of the chade fimplicity of nature views this pavilion as not 
confident vrith the grandeur of the fcenery around it. It ought 
to be removed. 

We proceed in our. ramble along the -Br^i&^«, through paths con- 
ducted with much tade and fancy, to what is called The Rumbling 

• It frequently proves a fourcc of difapporntment and difguft to be teafed with the 
unmeaning chit-chat of a profcffcd guide ; therefore, it were, perhaps, oo the whole, 
better to xLifmifs the perfon who a£b as guide^ and pafs on. 

"I* From its name, one would naturally expedl to find this hall in a ftile of rude macr. 
nificence fuitable to our idea of the era of Oflian. Nothrog can be conceived more 
diametrically oppofite. It is elegant, and iiniftied to a degree of finical nicety rarely^ 
to be met with. On the inner door of this hall, or hermitage, as it is fometimet called. 
It painted a figure reprefenting Oflian. It is, in fad, a copy of the BeTtxariut of Rubens 
«r Vandyke, by a young artift of the name of Stuart, an cle ve of the late Duke of AtfaoL 
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THE RUMBLING BRIG, 27^ 

Brig. On our way thither, we frequeatly meet with huge 
fragments of rocks, grouped fo fantaftically, as to lead the imagi- 
nation to .conceive them the labour of the giants of old, or of 
the heroes celebrated in the poems of Offian. The artift who 
eondufted the pathways along the banks of the Brahan, availing 
himfelf of thefe accidental appearances, formed with appropri- 
ate fkill and'tafte, a rude and dark apartment in which the fol-^ 

• • ■ - . - " 

lowing Hries, the compofition of a lady *, are infcribed : 

Ah ! fee the form that faintly gleams ; 
'Tis Ofcar, come to cheer my dreams : 
Qn wreathes of iplft it glides away ; 
Oh ! ftay, my lovely Ofcar, (lay. 
- ' ' Awa'ke the harp to* doleful lays, 

And foothc my foul with Ofcar' s praifc* 
Wake, Oflian, laft of Fingal's line, 
And mix thy fighs and tears with mine. 
The fhell is ceas'd in Ofcar's hall. 
Since gloomy Cairbac faw thee fall. 
The roe o'er Morvert playful bounds. 
Nor hears the cry of Ofciar's hounds. 
Thy four grey ftones the hunter fpies : 
** Peace to the hero's ghofl !" he cries. 

Several iafgriptions are to be feen in our ramble along the rug^ 
ged banks of the Brahan, charaderiftic of the fcenery around. 
• When by heavy falls of rain the Brahan rifes to its greateft pof. 
fible fweil, the rapidity and force that it difplays is truly amazing,- 

Wide o'er the brim, with many a torrent fwell'd. 
And the mixM ruin of its banks o'erfpread. 
At laft the rousM-up river pours along ; 
^ . Rcfiftlefsj roaring, dreadful, down it comes 

From the rude mountain and the raoffy wild. 
Tumbling through rocks abrupt, and founding far; 
Then o'er the fandy valley floating fpreads, 
Calm, iluggifh, filcnt j till again, conftrain'd 

* Mrs. D» Fordyce* 
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« 

Bctvrccn two meeting hills, it buHb away. 

Where rocks and woods o*erhang the turbid ftrfam ; 

There gathering triple forqe, n^pid and deep. 

It boils, and wheels, and foams, and thunders through. 

THOMsoNf-^^Alrr* 

A rude arch joins the chafm through which the Brahaa 
** boils, and wheels, and foams, and thunders/' It has been 
called by the country people of the lowland diftri<a8 " The Rumb^ 
ling Brig^^^ and by thofe of the higher " au Drocbid cbloicb^^ 
the Bridge of the Stone ; perhaps from the appearance the chafm 
exhibits; having a huge fragment of rock wedged mid-way 
down the yawning fteep, under which the fury of the fall is 
hid for a moment, but is again caught by the eye in the dark 
j)ool a little beyond the bending brows of the rocks, over which 
.'the arch is thrown^ fullen, filent, and deep. 

As we return to Inver^ it is preferable to keep the highway ; 
by doing fo, w« not only vary our ramble, but alfo command 
:pceps of the circumjacent country, and particularly of the fweet- 
\y fequeftered fituation of Dunkeld itfelf. 

But if the traveller be difpofed to go a few miles farther up 
the country, into Stratbbraban ^ there are to be feen the ruins 
of Trocbrie caJlUy once the refidence of the GowRlE family. 
When the Earl of Gowrie was attainted for being the principal 
agent in the myfterious confpiracy againft James VL, the de- 
mefnes of Trochrie were given to Sir William Bailie, Nov. i6th, 
1600, at which time he was appointed keeper of the forefts of 
Strathbrahan *. Cairns, and what are called Druidical circles, 
are alfo to be Jfeen on the banks of the Brahan f . 

Tradition mentions too, that a fmall field, a fhort diftance 
above Dunkeld, was once occupied by the intrepid anceftor of 

* St^t. Ace. vol. vi. p. 376. t iWd. 
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the Enrol and Kinnoul families. This field is called Toie baugb 
(Dalmacoig). It is laid, and hiftory fandions the tradition, that 
on the day of the memorable battle of Luncarty *, near Perth, the 
vidorious Danes had continued their purfuit within a few- 
miles of the Pafs of Dunkeld, when the Caledonian Cincin- 
natus, who was following the labours of the field with his two 
fons, hearing of the terrible defeat of his countrymen, flew to 
the pafs, his fons following, rallied the fugitives, fell furioufly 
on the Danes, and put them to the rout with great flaughter ; . 
thus turning the fate of the day : which fortunate circumftance 
led to a fpeedy, honourable, and lading peace f. 

On his return to Inver, if the traveller be defirous of hearing . 
a fpecimen of genuine highland reels and Strathfpeys, let him 
inquire for Niel Gow: and, on fignifying a defire to hear 
him perform, the mufical amateur . cannot fail of being highly 

gratified %- 

The left bank erf the Tay is no lefs interefting to the lover of 

a 

Scotifh fcenery,. than the grounds over which we have rambled 
on the right bank, and along the rugged and woody fteeps of 

• In the rcign of Kenneth III. A.D. 976. 

•f Buchanan, lib. vi. Sec alfo Stat. Ace. vol. vi. pari(h Little Dunkel(k. 

1 Nicl Gow ia a native of Invcr. This ingenious man was originally brecLa weaver.;, 
but his propcnfity to play the violin led him to adopt it as a means of gaining ^ L'veli^ 
hood i and, it muft be confcflcd, few, if any, have a better claim to the patronage of 
a generous public than this celebrated felf-taught performer. His manner of playing 
his native airs is faithful, corre£t, and fpirited. He flurs none, but plays diftindly, 
with accuracy, precifion, and peculiar accentation : hence the exccUency of his touch 
and intonation, fo effcntial to true taftc and juft exprefllon, th« very foul of reels and 

Strathfpeys. 

The cotemporaries and countrymen of Niel Gow, were Daniel Dow, and Alex-^ 
ander Macglaflian, both deceafed. But Dow and Macglafhan had fome pretenfions ta 
the title of muficians, each having pra^lifed it as a fcientific art. 

N n 2 the 



■ »]s BANKS OF *rttE TAY. 

the rapid Brahan. We crofs the Tay at the ferry of Inver, smd, 
as the boat proceeds, are ftruck with the grandeur of the fceac, 
in which much of the beautiful is blended with the fublime. 

■ ■ 

"VSfe enter the pathways on the right ; and by one of the com- 
xnunicating arches flung acrofs the public road, we turn to the 
left, and afcend* by eafy and gentle inclinatipns through the 
wood, till wc come to an opening, where a pro(pe£t prefentd, 
at once beautiful and fublime in an admirable degree. In the 
extreme diflance, the mountains of Atholl (amohg which Be- 
niglbe appears pre-eminent), fwelliiig in graceful magnificehc'e 

« 

with their fummits in the clouds, foftehed in the liquid tints tJf 
the etherial hues which float along their mid-way heig1it3, keep- 
ing them blended in the azure brightnefs of the fky, form^tHb 
inoft ch&fming feature of the pfofp'e£l. The mountain pcr- 
ipedive is " formed by the extenfive valley through which 
the Tay fweeps along, for more than twenty miles. The 
fore-grourtd prefents rich and varied objefts; of which, the 
nearer \<^hidingS of the river, with wooded rifings on either 
liand, together w'ith corn fields, meadows, hamlets, and farm- 
houfes, conftitute the chief, and add to the grandeur of the 
fcene the charms of cultivated nature. When, as the fetting 
fun delccnds behind the diftant mountains, bathing their top- 
cliflfs in its golden radiance, a parting gleam, obliquely darted, 
touches with vivid brightnefs as it glances along the craggy 
brows of the nearer hills ; while the deepening vale is beheld, 
through which the clear, foft, and full volume of the Tay is 
feen flowing in its ample fweeps ; an effed is produced, be- 
yond the powers of language to defcribe, or of the pencil to 
imitate. 

Wc 
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THE KING'S 8EAT* ayy 

We may now return through the pathways * that lead to a 

Hation commanding a profpe£t to the eaftward. Among others 

-which might be mentioned, that called The King^s Seat affords 

ibme of the fineft views in the whole range. We pafs by a 

fmall lake, which contains excellent fifh ; and by the way it 

?nay be remarked, that, befides the falmon of the Tay, the lochs 

all around this diftrid; contain abundance of excellent trout, 

chaf, pike,. perch, and eel, which aSbr^d to the angler a variety 

pi atmufemeoft. Th« prefent Duke, who is himfelf a keep fportf- 

man, has it is faid, been particularly fele£t in the choice of the 

fi{h in the ftnall loch above noticed. Proceeding then, in. our 

afcent through the wood, to this ftation, we pafs a mountain 

•ftireamlet pattering through its rocky bed^ heard > but fcarcely 

vifible, arid foon come within fight of the banging rock, beneath 

which the King's Seat is rudely formed f.; • 

» 

From this ftation extenfive profpefts open to the right and to 
the left, and immediat^y in the front. Ilrft then let us attend 
to that on our right.- • 

The whole valley of Strathbraban, an extent of nine miles 
weftward from Inver to Amulree, is feen at a glance. The 
Brahan, which runs through it, and to which it gives Its name^ 
is fcarcely vifible, till within a few miles of its approach to its 

* It Is faidy that the pathways through the ornamented grounds round Dunkeld are 
conduced to a length, whcn.takcn collc^v^ly, of eighteen miles. 

\ In the midil of a fmall £eld near the funxmit of thefe rocky heights, in a hollow 
of the hills through which the ftream hurries along, a cottage is feen, the occupier of 
-which has rcfided in it for forty years. His name is David M*Craw. He is faid to 
liavc enjoyed uninterrupted health, and has attained the great age of Sa. In the 
neighbouring parilhes, feveral perfons have attained a remarkable length of years. In 
the courfe of twenty-three years, one of 91, one of 95, two of 103, and one of loj:, 
ate s^ddiKaed as inft^ces of longevity. See 5tat. Ace. vol* vi. p. 36b* 

confluence 
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confluence with the Tay at Dunkeld. Ahhougb Strathbrahan 
has a bleak mountainous afpeffc, yet the corn-fields creeping up 
from the river to the higher regions of the valky, and the nu- 
merous hamlets at fmall intervals from each other, give it an air 
of cheerfulnefs, population *, and comfort. 

The profped on the left takes in a great ftretch of country ; 
but is as unfit for a pidure, ftridly fpeaking, as that on the 
right. What cannot fail of ftriking at firft figbt is, a chain of 
fmall lake^, lying near to each other, which feem conneded, 
and in fa£t are foy by the Lunan, a fiream tributary to the lilay, 
which has its -fource in the Grampians, and winds through 
Strathmore till it joins the Tay oppofite to the old caftle of Kin- 
claven. The five beautiful (heets of water through which the 
Lunan purfues its courfe, are, the lochs of Lows, of Craig-glafs, of 
Butterftone^of Clunie,and of DrumeK2ie: thence feeking its level 
fouth eafl?, and pafling by Meiklom, where the remains of a Ro- 
man encampment are feen, it finds its way into the Iflay as 
already noticed. In the loch of Clunie is a fmall ifland, on 
which the ruins of an old caftle belonging to the Airly family 
are ftill pretty entire "f. A confiderable extent of Strathmore 

IS 

• The population of Strathbrahan is eftimatcd at 14,000. Vide Stat. Ace. toL vi. 
P- 35^- 

t It is faid, and there is great rcafon to believe it true, that James Crichton, or the 
udnnraSU Crubtwt^ as by fome writers he is called, was bom in the fmaU ifland of Clunie 
This fingular man has been the fubjeft of much panegyric for a genius yerfatile as uni- 
▼erfal : and, indeed, his endowments of mind and body are reprcfented to hare been fuch, 
as rarely, if ever, fall to the lot of humanity in the perfon of an indiyidual. He is re^ 
ported to have excelled in all the manly exercifes of the times ; as weltas in poetry, mufic^ 
and painting. His knowledge in languages, and the philofophy then in fafhion, was deen»- 
td marvellous in the extreme. In fhort, fuch attainments^ at fo early a period of life, 

for 
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THE KING'S SEAT. S7j 

h feen, with the hills that bound it on the eaft ; among which 
Duttfmanc^ whereon the remains of Macbeth's caftle appear, ter- 
minates the view on the left. But the profpedt which merits 
moft attention is that immediately prefentiiig in front. We 
look down from this craggy eminence, on the once Caledonian 
. cky Dunkeld ; of which there remains nothing of its ancient 
fplendour, fave part of the cathedral ; this, on nearer infpeftion^ 
appears a venerable ruin, fituated on the bank of the Tay, a fpot 
adapted by the hand of nature for retirement and holy office. 
The manfion, office-houfes, and gardens of the Duke of AthoH, 
and the town of Dunkeld, adjoin the cathedral : behind which the 
Tay is feen emerging from the woods, and fweeping along in a 
full, clear, and ample ilream through the narrow vale overhung 
by the craggy heights on either hand, that form this pafs into 
the Grampians. In the middle diftance, on the right bank of the 
Tay, the heights of Birnam-wood appear, beyond which Strath- 
more flretches from right to left ; the town of Perth appearing 
In the plain, amid innumerable corn-fields and wooded inclofures^ 



for he was treacheroufly murdered in the flower of manhood, can hardly be contem- 
plated without wonder bordering on enthufiafm. Jie feems to have pofTelTed the geniua 
of a Leonardo Da ViBci, and the erudition of. a Buchanan. A ipecimen of his talents 
as a poet may'be^feen in the DeRtU Poetarum Scotorum : hut his other works have 
cither perifhed, or have not reached us. After making large allowance for exaggeration 
in the accounts which the hiftosians of the admirable .Crichton have given of .his vail 
acquirements and excellence in almoft every department of elegant and ufeful knowledge, 
lie mud Hill be contemplated with admiration, mingled with the tendered emotions of 
segret for the untimely fate of fo rare a fiimple of human perfe£Uon.-i*He was born in 
ihe year 1551 9 and dt<fd in 1581, aged 30. The curious reader may obtain ample in* 
formation refpedling this extraordinary man by confulting M'Kenzie's Scotifh Lives ; 
the .-Adventurer^ Nq* 8i» Pennant, vol. i. Appendix ( the Edinburgh Mag. and Review 
/or 1744 p 464 ; and the Encyclop. Britan. : befides Demjpfter, M. Bayle, and others* 

ihickly- 
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thickly-planted hamlets, farmfteads, and family manfions. In the 
diftance, a great extent of the Ochill hills, together with th^ 
Lomond hills, one of the conical fummits of which rifes im- 
mediately behind Falkland in Fifefliire, terminate the range of 
this truly magnificent and piSurefque profped ;— 4he laft to 
which the traveller's attention is called in thofe feiedled for hi& 
contemplation among the Grampian mountains, whence he is 
now about to depart. But, before taking a final leave of the 
highlands of Scotland, fome flight remarks on the ancient and 
modern date of Dunkeld, once the capital of Caledonia, may 
not, to the traveller of more than mere fuperficial obfervation^ 
be deemed uninteiefting, as exhibiting a comparative view of 
former with latter times, in regard to this remote comer of our 
iiland. 

DuNCH ALIGN*, or, as it is now generally denominated^ 
DunkeUj according to Boethius, Buchanan, and other Scotifh 
hiftorians, was at a remote period a place of ftrength, and after- 
wards erected into a biihoprick \ hence it is called the city of 
Dunkeld. So early as the eighth century (729), according to 
Abbot Alexander Mill, a Convent of Culdets^ dedicated to 
the Holy Trinity, in honour of St. Columba, the patron faint 
of the Pi&i/h nation^ by Constantine III. King of the Pi£lsy 
at the requeft of Adamnus^ a difciple of Columba f , was infti- 
tuted here. But fome authors, who trace the eftablifhment of 
this order of monks at Dunkeld to a more diftant period, affirm^ 

* The liighlandcrs always call it by tin's name. Etymology in general is fo vague 
and unfatisfadiory, that to purfuc the names of places is but too often fruitlefsy or, at 
beft, conjedural. 

t Abbot Mill's MS. Hiftory of the Bifhops. Keith's Catalogue of the Bifhops^ 
p. 46, 

that 
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that St. Columba hlmfelf founded a church here, fo early as the 
fixth century *, Be this as it may, it appears from autheqtic 
records, that, in the year 1127, St. David I. King of the Scot^^ 
having expelled the Culdees^ appointed Gregory their abbot to be 
bifliop, who obtained apoftolical confirmation and prote^ion 
from Pope Alexander. III. After having exercifed his eccle-- 
fiaftical funftions forty-two years, he died Anno Dofn. 116% 
and was fuccecded by Richard de Prebenda, and afterwards 
by a regular fucceflion of Prelates to the fixsal abolition of £pif« 
copacy in Scotland, A. D. 1688. 

Among the churchmen, biihops of Dunkeld, eminently diC- 
tinguifhed as ftatefmen or literary charaders, may be men- 
tioned, William Sinclair ti ^^^ Gavin Douglass. The 
former of thefe, William Sinclair^ was at once an ecclefiaftic, 
a ftatefman, and a warrior. " He was (fays Bifhop Keith) | a 
** great fautor of King Robert Bruce^ upon account of which, 
** and of his very noble and heroick iiifpofitions, that King was 
** pleafed to call him his own Blfliop.** In this heroic eccle- 
fiaftic, the following inftance of bravery is noticed by our 
poets and hiftorians. A fmall army of Englifh had landed near 
Inverkeithing, and were ravaging the coaft of Fife, when Sinclair, 
who at that time was refiding in his palace at Ochtertool, hear- 
ing of the fruitlefs attempt which the (heriff of the county had 
made to repel the invaders jj, flew to arms, rallied the fugitives, 

led 

* Hallcs' Annak of Scotkna, toL i. p. 107. Dalr^mpk'a Colle£Uons, p. 247, 
Smith's I*ife of St. Columba, p. 162. 

+ Brother erf Sir Henry Sinclair of Rdflin. 

X Catalogue of Biihops, p. 51. 

H It ihould feem that the fheriff, \yith the fmall body th^it he had haftily collcded to 
^ppofe the Englifh, fought rather (by on. the occafiou. The j)iou8 patriot, hqwevcr. 
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Jed them to the charge, and repulfed the enemy with confider-^ 
able lofs. Sinclair, having filled the fee of Dunkeld upwards (^ 
twenty-eight years, died on the 27th June 1337, and was buried 
in the choir of the cathedral *. 

Of the celebrated men of letters, the ornaments of Scotiih 
literature, Gavin Douglass, the thirty-fixth Bifliop of Dun- 
keld, ftands eminently diftinguifhed. He ranks high as a* 
fcholar, as an antiquarian, and as a poet. His well known- 
tcanflation of the Eneid of Virgil f is a lafting monument. o£ 



as rehearfed by Bai'bour in the following verfcs^ by his fpirited exertioas favcd.hit- 
cpustrymai from difgrace* and fecured vidory : 

Quhen thai away this ridand wcr. 

And na deferis begouth to fcapc. 

Of Dunkeldyn the gude Byfchap, 

That men callyt Wilyam Saintcler> , 

Come with a rout in gud mancr ; 

I trow on Irorfe ther war fexty, 

HymfelfF was armyt jolyly ; 

And raid upon aftalwart fted I'^Pinkerton^t BauCB| Bukc xviL 



The Byfchap that was rycht hardy 
And mekiily and (lark raid forouth ay. 
Than in a frufche aflemblet thai. 
And thai that at the fyrft meting, 

Feld off the fpers fa far fowing, 
Wandyft, and wald haiff bene away : : 
Towart the fchippys in hy held thai, , 
And thai them chaflyt felounly ; 
And flew thaim fa difpitoufly, 
That all the felds ftrowyt war, 
Of IngUs men that flayne war thar. — Ibid, line 624. 
• Anderfon*? Indtpendency, App. No. 14. 

t " The Bukes of the Eneados of the famos poet VirgciD, tranflated out of Latync 
Terfes into Scotifh Meter, by the Reverend Father in God Mayilcr Gavin Douglafi, 
Biihqp of Dunkel, and Unkll to the Earl of Angus : Every Buke having its parUcular 
Prologe. Imprinted at London T553." 4to» 

his 
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Tus poetical talents. Confidering the age in "wlifch it was- pro- 
duced it is a work, of uncommon merit. A vigorous difplay of 
imagination, together with a degree of tafte and refinement 
not even furpafled at this day, characterize this mafterly perform^- 
ance*. Other two pieces, viz. King Hart\y and the Palace (^ 
Honour :{:, both allegorical poems, have alfo defcended to our 
times. But thefe, in the eftimation of ourbeft critics, are inferior 
to his Prologues to the books of the Eneid §. 

Douglafs was not more diftinguiflied for his.genius and learn* 
ing, than for the higher charaderiftics of humanity. Prudence, 
moderation, generofity, conftancy, magnanimity, and integrity, 
were ever prefent when required to be brought into action : 
whether in the kindly intercourfe of private friendfhip, or in 
the more important duties of public employment, his wifdom 
and benevolence beamed forth in full fplendour, yet mild and 
ferene. Our accomplifhed poet, on the death of George Brown jL 

was 

♦ He sflfo tranflated Ovid's Remedio /mora wlille he was young. Sec the Epilogue 
to hi»"tranflation of Virgil's Eneid. * • 

f This poem IS now reprinted in Pinkerton's " Ancient Scotifli Poems/'' 1785. 

% This piece alfo is among the fame compiler's " Scotifh Poems, reprinted from 
fcarce editions." 1 792- 

§ Douglafs wrote alfo Aurea Narrailonesy Comedia aUquot facnty et de Rebut Scoticu • 
thefe works, however, are either loft or laid alide. Fide Hift. of Scot. Dempfter, and 
Nicolfon's Scotch Hift. Library, p. 99. 

II George Brown^ of the family of Mydmar, a native of Dundee, where he received 
the earlier part of his education, ftudied fome time at tire Univerfity of St. Andrew*!^ 
and afterwards at Paris^ at which place he obtained a Mafter of Arts' degree. On 
bis return he was appointed one of the four Regents of St. Salvator's College, St. An- 
drews. Being fent by James III. to Rome, he was there confccrated Bifhop of 
Dunkeld by Pope Pius IV. Anno 1484. He died 12th January 15 14^5, and was 
fucceeded by Gavin Douglafs as above noticed. Brown fcems to have had a tafte for 

O 2 fplendour^ 
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was raufed to the dioceie of Dunkeld ; and, after feme oppofitiotr, 
^as left in quiet pcfTeflion of that appointment. Amid the 
fequeftered retirements which Dunkeld afforded, it is faid, he 
dedicated his leifure to the mufes. His tranllation of the Eneid^ 
as he himfelf informs us, was the labour of eighteen months. 

Fra tyme I tliartto fct my pen to wryte 

(Thochc God wate gif thir boundis wer ful wyde 

To me, that had fie bcilnes befyde*) 

Apoun this wyfe* as God lift len me grace^ 

// was compllyt in auchtem momthls J^ace : — p. 484.. 

A proof of what genius can achieve when in full vigour, and 
called into adtion. " I prefumed, '^ fays Bifhop Nicolfon, " it 
•* may not be ungrateful to the reader to let him know that thi» 
•* verfion is amongft thofe printed books whereon the late jFV. 
^^ Junius Fr. F» has left his moft excellent marginal notes*. 
Douglafs had been Redor of Herriot, and Provoft of St. Giles, in 
Edinburgh, till nominated by the Queen Regent, in the mi- 
nority of James V., to the Archbilhopric of St. Andrews, anno 
1514, the year after he had finifhed his tranflation of the Eneid ; 
♦* but a ftrongcr party ^ (fays Bifliop Keith) " oppofed him, and 
he was put by.'* The year following (anno 15 15), or rather 
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tgkeoi^xirf and pnUic utStty. He buflt a caftelet on the ifland of Clanie near DunkelJ^ 
to which he could ride four different ways from Dunkeld on his own ground : in thiV 
caftelet, the remains of which are Ml pretty entire^ he died. Here alfo, it is faid, the 
admirable Crichton waff born. Befides the cafUe of Clunie, Bi/hop Brown built and 
endowed the parifli church of Dowally, anno 1500. He likewise began a done bridge 
over tke Tay at Dunkeld, anno 1513 ; but it was never finifiied. Brown was a iln'A 
«b£enrcr of church- difcipline, as well ipiritual as temporal. See Keith's Catalogue, 
.p, 56. Stat. Aoc. vol. ix. par. Clunie. 

• Sec Nicolfon's Scot. Hift. Library, p. 99* 
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15 16, the Qucen-Dowager *, in whofe iirtereft Douglafs \^as, 
prefented him to the fee of Dunkeld and he was preferred to it 
by Pope Leo X, There he remained, till called on by the dates 
of Scotland to attend the Duke of Albany into France, where it 
was intended he fliould aflift at the renewal of the ancient league 
between the two nations. Unluckily for the repofe of our 
poet, however, the Emperor Charles V. and Henry Vll. of 
England had entered into a counter-alliance, which gave rife to* 
a perfecution againd Douglafs, and obliged him to feek ihelter at 
the Englifli court, where he was favourably received ; and con- 
nedling himfelf with the learned men of that age, among whom 
Polydore Vergil the hiftorian became his friend, he devoted th« 
remainder of his life to literary purfuits j till, in the 48th year 
of his age, he died at London in April 1522, and was buried 
by the fide of Thomas Halfey^ Bifhop of Langlin in Ireland, in 
the hofpital church of the Savoy. Their epitaphs appear oa 
one (lone. 

Venerable in ruins, the Cathedral of Dunkeld exhibits a ftrik- 
ing trait of the ruthlefs zeal of the Reformers. The choir is ' 
fljiU occupied as a place of worfhip. It was built from the foun- 
dation, on the fite of the Convent of the Culdecs, (part of which is 
to be feen in the middle of the eaftern gable) by Biftiop Sinclair^ 
and finiflicd by him in the year 1330. The aifle of the cathedral 
was begun by Robert de Cairney the eighteenth Bifhop of Dun-, 
keld f , and finiihed by Biftiop John Raulfton^ who was raifed to 
the fee in 1448. So zealous, it is faid, was Bifhop Raul (Ion In 

• Mother of James V. 

f According to Keith, the twenty-fourth Bifhop. - Vide Catal. p. 53. He was 
ODC o£ tlic hoilugea for the redemption of J^mes I. 

carrying 
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f carrying on his labours, that he attended conftantly himfclf, in- 
terefting even his occafional guefts invhis undertaking*. The 
Chapter- houfe was eredted by Bifliop T'homas Lauder in 1469 ; 
as was alfo the fteeple, which was finifhed by Bi(hop Brown in 
1501: it contains four bells, remarkably well toned. The 
fteeple has a rent from the bottom of the higheft window, 
which runs down the middle of the wall. At what period this 
rent took place is not known. The body of the Cathedral is 
unroofed. Its extent within is forty paces in length by twenty 
in breadth. It is fuppbrted by round pillars with rectangular 
capitals. Its arches, feven in number on either fide, and above 
them an equal number of windows, are in the ftlle ufually cal- 
led Gothic. At the weft end of the nave, the ruins of the great 
window appear. But, alas^. where are now to be feen the 

— Stoned windows richly digfit, 
Cafting a dim religious light i 

.And no one hears 

" ■ The pealing organ blow. 
To the full-voic'd choir below, 
In fcrvice highf . ■ Milton's // Penferofo^ 

The body of the church is now converted into a place of inter- 
ment : on the north fide of the door which leads from the 
choir into the nave, a monument, which formerly ftood in the 
•middle of the choir, is feen, and attra<3:s notice. It is ftill in 
tolerable prefervation, and bears the following infcription : 
*' Hie jacet Dominus Alexander Sencfcallus Comes de Buchan, 

* " Cum uno vel alio frocerum fecvm halUanttumy foklat cert a lapidum oner a extra hpU 
^ctdinamferre quottdie,*^ Vide Abbot Mill's Hiftory, as quoted. Stat. Ace. voL xx. 

f The mufic for the Church of Dunkcld, 5 vols. 410. is among th« MSS. of the 
Library of the Univcrfity of Edinburgh marked A.C. b. li. -See Campbell's HifL 
. of Poetry in Scotland, p. 359. 

«et 
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•*■ et Dominus de Badenach,*^^;/^ tnemoria^ qui ohiit 20 die mends 
" Februarii, anno Dom. 1394." The effigies Qix}\\% great man is 
in armour, recumbent, on a tablet fupported by pillars ornament- 
ed and intermixed with figures. He was a prince of the blood- 
royal, the third fon of Robert II. (High Steward of Scotland, 
and the firft of the family of Stuart who fat on the throne,,) 
by Elizabeth Mure his favourite, and, as fome fay, his firft wife*. 
He was called 7i&^ wolf of Badenacb '\ i a name given him as 
charad:eriftic of his ferocious difpofition. Between the church 
and the ftreet, a piece of ground is inclofed, which is occupied 
as a burying-place ; but there appears fcarcely an infcription on 
any of the tablets or tomb-ftones worthy of notice %. It fhould 

have 

• The title of John Stuart, afterwards Robert III., the eldeft of EHz. Mure'rf 
fbns, by Robert II. has been keenly contefted by Sir Lewis Stuart, advocate to ^ 
Charles L his fucceflbr Sir George M'Kenzie, Lewis Innes, Mabillon, Ruddiman, . 
Logan, Lord Kaimes, and David Hume. In the perfon of Capdinal.York (now a* 
peniioner of ihe Briti(h monarch !) the Stuart line will become extind^. 

f Lupus de Badenacb* Vide Fordun's Scotiohron. p. 416. 

\ An Epitaph ** on the grave-ftone of Margery Scot of Dunkeld," as given by • 
Pennant, and the author of the Statiftical Account of Dunkeldj from thofe compofed 
by Alexander Pennycuick (the younger), was never infcribed on her grave-ftone. 
As Mr. Pennant has omittedfome lines, and the author of the Statiftical Account of 
Dunkeld has thought proper to alter others, the true reading is rcftortd in the copy 
(ubjoined, taken from the author's works, Drummond's edition. 

—Stop pafTenger, until my life you read, 
The living may get knowledge from tlic dead ; 
Five times five years I liv'd a virgin life ; 
Five times five years 1 was a virtuous wife ; 
Ten times five years a widow grave and cliafte ; . 
Tired of the elements Pm now at rejl» 
Betwixt my cradle and my grave were feen 
Eight mighty Kings of Scotland and a Queen ; 

■"♦■IT 

1 iiree 
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have beeri mentioned, that immediately before the pulpit on the 
floor is to be feen a tablet of blue marble which lay on the 
grave of Bijhop Sinclair ; and alfo, in the fouth wall, on the left 
of the pulpit, appear the arms of Bifhop Alexander Lindfay^ who 
in " 1638 renounced his office, abjured Epifcopacy, fubmitted 
" to Prelbyterian parity, and accepted from the then rulers his 
" former church of St. Mado's. He alfo acquired the Barony of 
" Evelick in the Carfe of Gowrie*." In a niche on the fouth 
fide of the nave of the Cathedral, is placed the figure in full 
canonicals of Robert de Cairney^ formerly noticed, " Till his 
" time " (fays the writer of the Statiftical Account of Dunkeld) 
the Bifhop's palace confided of feveral long houfes, of two 
floors only, and covered with thatch in the highland form. 
He built in their place a fpacious edifice, fit for defence as well 
as accommodation. It contained *' (Mill particularly informs 
his reader) ^^ granaries and a larder.^^ Although no veftige of it 
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Three Common wealths, fucccffivcly, I faw ; 

Ten times the fubjc£ks rife againft the ]aw ; 

And, which is worfe than any civil war, 

A King arraigned before the fubjedb' bar ; 

Swarms oifcSariansy hot with hellifh rage. 

Cut off his royal head on openjlage* 

Twice did I fee old prelacy pull'd down. 

And twice the cloach did (ink beneath the gown. 

1 faw the Stuart race thruft out ; nay more, 

I faw our country fold for Englr/b ore ; 

Our numerous nobles, who have famous been, 

Sunk to the lowly number olfixieen 

Such defolattom v^ my days have been, 

I have an end of all perfeQlon feen. 

Vide Pennycuick's Flowers of Parnaflus, p, 3. 
* Vide KetthU Caiakgue of Bl/hops^ p. 1 8o- 

remains, 
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remains, its fite is ftill called •«the Cajle clokV^ Robert d^ 
Cairn^jr died on the i6th January 1436, having been in pof- 
feffion of this biihoprick forty ^years f. From the Bifliop*s 
palace a bridge over the Tay, partly of wood and partly of ftone, 
vats credied by Bifhop Thomas Lauder in 1469. "The foun- 
dation of a fecond bridge was laid by Bifhop Brown in 1 5: 1 3, 
which was completed by Gavin Douglas :'* when the river is 
low, the piles on which the piers flood are ftill vifiblje.: No 
account can be obtained when this bridge difappeared. Whether 
k was fwept away by a flood, or demolifhed when the cathedral 
was defpoiled of its ornaments and altered at the Reformation :{:, 
or when Epifcopacy was finally aboli(hed at the Revolution, and 
the Cathedral laid in ruins by the foldiery that were placed at 
this pafs into the highlands, is left to conje£ture» Be this as it 

* In Slezer's Tbeainm ScotU (publiihed 1693)9 in one of the views of Dunkeld^, 
part of the Bifhop's pabce is fees. 

f Fide KeitVs Catal. p. 53. 

J A c<^y of the original letter containing the order iffiaed at the RefbnnatTon> asr^ 
giTCA m the Stat. Accc of Dunkdid, p. 42a. ib hereto fubjoined : 

«* To our Traift friendis the Lairds of Arntilly and Kinvaid. 

^ Traift firiendisy after maift harty conunendaclon^ we pray you hS. not to pafs in« 
<< continent to the kirk of Dunkeld, and tak down the hail images thereofy'and bring 
«« forth to the kirk-zayrd, and bum thaym openly. And ficklyk caft down the alteris, . 
<* and purge the kirk of all kynd of monuments of idolatyre. And this ze fail not 
•< to do, as ze will do us lingular emplefeur ; and fo commitis you to the proteAion of 

•* God. 

** From Edinburgh the xii. of Auguft 1560. 

** Signed Ar. Argyll. 

*• James Stewart. 

<( Fail not, bot ze tak guidheyd that neither the dalks, windocks, nor durris, be 
** ony ways hurt or brokcDi^eythcr glafiin wark or iron wark,*' 

Pp ma^^ 
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may, Clie want of a bridge at Dunkeld is feverely felt *• ^* An 
eftimate (fays the author of the Statiftical Account of Dunkeld) 
by an Engineer of talents and experience calculates the coft 
** of a bridge of three arches, to be built oppofite to the church 
** of Uttle DunkeUy at i2,oooh fterling," a fum, though it were 
doubled, by no means beyond the yearly income of the noble 
Duke who poffefles the vaft demefnes through which the Tay 
winds its couife for more than twenty miles. On contem- 
plating the effedis of time, and of the ruthlefs hands which in 
miftaken zeal dilapidated this once magnificent pile, its ruins 
excite in the beholder a tender fentiment of regret, that awakens 
kindred idea8,moft aptly aflbciated with thofe called forth in view- 
ing the fcenery around, and which carries the mind of the penfive 
fpe6lator to former times, when the God of nature was worfhip- 
ped in the facred temple here dedicated to his name, with all 
the pomp and fplendour of idolatrous cisxemony. But the fcene 
is changed ; the reign of the church has ceafed ; the age of 
chivalry is no more ; and commerce has aflumed the place of 
fplendid piety and elevated diftindion in the northern feflioa 
<of our ifland. 

In its fecularlzed, modern ftate, Dunkeld exhibits a thriving 
appearance. The family refidence of the Duke ofAtholl^ though 
neither fpacious nor elegant, is comfortable and commodious ; 

♦ '« To the cafual traveller a new bridge would be obvioufly a defirable accommo* 
'« dation, and to Dunkeld, and the large diftridt conne6ted with it, a mofl important 
-<« acquifition. The river (which has been known to rife fe<enteen feet at the ferry [of 
*« Inver] above its ufual level) is often fo fwelled^ as to render the paffagc by a boat 
•** either imprafticable, or highly perilous ; and the general wafte of time, and danger 
«* to carriages, which is experienced (however ikilfuUy or alertly the boats are managed), 
*< often prompt thofe who would have otherwifc preferred Dunkeld as a market-place, 
m\q proceed to Perth.*' Sec Stat. Ace. vol. xx. p. 44a. 

and^ 



cc 
cc 



DUNKELDi «yii 

and, when the ouNhoufes, gardens j and nurferies * are furveyed^. 
all appear in ilich excellent order and condition^ as to indU 
cate a genuine fpirit of rural eoonomy. 

Charles 11. it is faid, ofiered Dunkeld a charter of eredion^ 
into a borough-royal ; but this offer was rejedied ; and by thif- 
means it was ^^ free from corporation reftridions, and from^ 
^' eledlion canvaifing; acanvafling (fays the author lad quoted) 
" which, by holding out theprofpeft of pleafure without cki- 

pence, and gain without labour, feduces the diflbhite and the 

lazy, and is followed, too often, by general intemperance,, 
" corruption, and ruin." — The remark is juft, when boroughs 
are bought and fold': but, when corruption n^o longer prevail&^. 
the fuffragp of a free people will be guided by motives of gene- 
ral good. Hence, it is reafonable to conclude, that the real 
pleafure arifing from a thorough convidtion that a^ unity of 
interefls conftitutes the true bafis of public and private happi— 
nefs, will never degenerate into "intemperance, corruption, and 
ruin." But, although Dunkeld is not a Royal Borough, yet its 
internal police is well regulated. Its magiftrate is the Bailie of* 
the Barony, and is appointed by the Duke of Atholl. 

There are fix fairs held in this town yearly, befides a market 
on every Saturday. The cuftoms for the various articles bought 
and fold at thefe fairs and markets are payable to the Duke of 
Atholl, who provides an armed guard to preferve the peace, and 
apprehend diforderly perfons. The ftaple commodity is yarn f ^ . 

* The Duke of Atholl caufcs to be reared in hta nurferici by far the greater part 
of the trees planted in his woods and pleafure-grounds* 

f Not lefs than two hundred thoufand fpindles are bought annuallyi the produce of . 
this diftrift of the highlands. Stat. Ace. vol. xx. p. 430. 

Pp2 The 
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The manufaifture of linen is alfo carried on with confiderable 
fpirit ; as alfo tanning of leather, and dreffing of iheep fkins* 
The fituation of Dunkeld is peculiarly favourable for thefc 
branches of manufadure* A bleach-field, a thread manufadory, 
and perhaps a woollen manufaAory, would be eligible. 

'^here exift feveral focieties in Dunkeld, each of which is 
governed by its own laws, agreeably to the objed of its infkitu- 

tion. 

The firft, and moft ancient, is Tbe Society of Chapmen. 
Their original charter was granted by James V., and was re- 
newed by James Duke of Atboll in 1 730, when he was high 
iherifFof Perthfhire* 

T!be Society ofCordiners (or fhoe-makers) was new modelled 
in 1774. Its principal objeft isj to provide for decayed or in- 
vdigcnt members. 

* His Grace was an aflidaous and zealous improver of his eftat^. Four thoufand 
ScotiOi acres are faid to have been planted by the prefent Duke, confifting chiefly of 
larixy Scoti(h fir, fpruce, New England fir, afh> beech» Canada blrch^ lime, oak, abel^ 
Scotifli clm^ Spanifh chefnut, holly, thorn, &c. Thefe extenfiYC plantations around 
Dunkeld are as profitable to the proprietor as ornamental to the fcenery, to which thej 
add the charms of pi6lurefque roughnefs. 

In the garden of the Duke at Dunkeld, as well as at Blair, confiderable attention has 
'been paid to the culture of Rhubarb (ri&/2^jr^^zrflifs,Pharm.Lond.ri&ffrrR,Pharm.Edin.} ; 
for which much praife is due. In 177O1 Dr. Mounfey of Peter(burgh fent to the late 
Duke fome feeds of the true Rheum Palmatum : with what care thefe were rearedf 
.tranfplanted, and cultivated, may be judged when the reader is informed, that to the 
value of 160I. fterling of the produce was fold to a London druggift in one feafoa at 
:the low rate of 8s. per pound. Notwithftandlng the medicinal virtues of this root, 
it is well known that the late celebrated Culkn had a remarkable diflike to it, and 
certainly had but little faith in its efficacy either as a cathartic or as a ftomachic. So 
iays Dc. Gregory. 

13 ^be 



LITTLE DUNKELD. ,95 

The Society of Weavers was inflituted in 1785. It is numeroua 
and confequently wealthy; aad its objcfl: is nearly the fame 
with that of the Cordiners' fociety* 

Befides thefe friendly aflbciations, there are two Mafons* 
Lodges in Dunkeld ; and the greater part of their funds alfo is 
applied to charitable purpofes. 

" A female friendly fociety fliould be eftablifhed on th^ 
" fame principle of the Cordiners' and Weavers' focieties*.** 
This fuggeftion is worthy of an enlightened mind and benevo- 
lent heart. Would to God^ female friendly focieties, under 
right management, were as univerfal as undoubtedly they would 
be in every refpeft beneficial ! 

Having given a comparative view of the ancient and modern 
ftate of Dunkeld, we ihall take our leave of this interefting 
fpot ; and, from Inver, proceed on our journey fouthward, 
purfuing the courfe of the Tay till we clear the pafs, and enter 
the heights of Birnam wood, on our way to the lowlands, 
where every thing prefents us with an afpe& charaderiftically 
different from what we have been contemplating in our progreft 
through the deep receffes of the Grampian mountains ; to which 
we now bid adieu. 

Soon after leaving Inver^ we pafs the parifli church of Utile 
Dunheld^ whidi is fituatcid in a pltafant field of confiderable di- 
menfions. The ftipend of the clergyman here, as well as that 
of the clergyman on the oppofitc fide of the river, is low indeed. 
The yearly ftipend of the former, iricludSng what is allowed for 
communion elements, hardly exceeds 75I. : while that of the 
latter (Dunkeld) does not exceed 95L fteriing* The times have 

* Vide Stat. Ace. toL xx. p. 43^ 

altered* 
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altered. The biflioprick got into the hands of laymen long ago r 
and it is well known, that in Scotland the church government 
is, at leaft, cheap enough ! The moil ufeful branches of educa« 

tion too, viz. reading, writing, and accounts, are to be acquired 
at a far cheaper rate than among our fouthern neighbours. To 

the poor, this is an invaluable bleffing*. In the parifli of 
Little Dunkeld there are two charity fchools, and one parifli 
fchool f : But the encouragment to teachers is poor in the 
extreme. Dunkeld boafts of a grammar-fchool ; but the wholfc 
amount of its mailer's falary does not exceed (including fees 
for eighty fcholars, at half a crown each) 7 81. fterlkig per an-* 
num. There is likewife a Sunday-fchool, and a female day- 
fchool for various branches of needle- work, and reading leflbns 
in Engllih. 

Keeping the heights of Birnam wood on the left, and the Tay 
on the right, we pafs through the hamlet of Inch Eoen^ which 
may be coniidered as the lail group of highland huts that the 
traveller meets with on coming out of the deiiles of the Grampians. 
The road is newly made, and excellent. It fwceps through the 

* *< The good efFefiU of clarity fcLoola (feys the author of.the Statiftical Account 
of Littk Dunkeld) are manifeft and important. By means of them the youth in the 
highlands are early inftrufted in the principles of religion and morality, as weH as 
taught reading) writing, arithmetic, and a tolerable knowledge o£ the EngliAi tongue. 
Thus fuccelGve generations arife of enh'ghtened and ufeful citizens. Some have en* 
tertained the miftakcn maxim, " That it is impolitic to give the common people (o 
much inftruAion :*' a maxim bad enough for Rudia, or for the church of Rome dunng* 
'the periods of its fouleft corruption." See Sut. Ace. voL yi^ p. 372. Little Duiw 
keld. 

f Sec Dr. Curries' (of Liverpool) " Obfervations on the Charadler and Condition of 
the Scotifh Peafantry," prefixed to his Account of the Life and Criticifm on the Works 
of Robert Bum8> 4 Yols, 8vo. i8oo. 

narrow 
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narrow vale formed by the heights of Bimam, and the oppofite 
craggy fteeps of Stormont, till rifing to a level plain, where a fmall 
lake appears to the right, we clear the pafs, and leave behind 
that part of our ifland from which no hoftile foe ever returned 
without having had proofs of the independent fpirit and deter- 
mined valour of its inhabitants ; and from which no friend ever 

departed without having experienced ads of kindnefs and hoi^ 
pitality. 

In afcending the heights of Birnam, about two miles below 
Dunkeld, a building, now almoft a ruin, is feen on the left. It was 
eredled about fixty years ago*, for the reception of twelve poor 
men of the Scotijh Epifcopal Communion^ on the eftate of Stuart 
of Grantulfy^ who, at the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
endowed it with the fum of twenty thoufand merks Scotifh 
money. 

' Mijrthly Caftle t> one of the feats of the Grantully family, 
about half a mile farther to the left, charmingly fituated on a 
doping embankment, amid verdant meadows and ijpacious in- 
clofures, around which the Tay fweeps fmoothly its clear and 
ample ftream, is feen to great advantage. On either fide of the 
river, the higher grounds are fteep, craggy, and well wooded. 
In* the back ground, the plain of Stormont, a part of Strathmore, 
appears ; behind which, Dunfinnan, one of the Sidla hills, m'ade 
claffic ground by the magic pen of Shaikefpeare, towers in the 
diftance, and terminates the profpeft. 

* 1740. 

^ A little below MurtMy is the free-ftone quarry from which the ftonc work of 
Dunkeld Cathedral was buih* The hill of Birnam yields abundance of flate of a 
colour bordering on violet, remarkably beautiful Lead ore mixed with quartz \& alfo 
to be found but not of a very rich quality. 

Bounded 
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Bounded do the fouth and eall by the Ochll and Sidia hiUs, 
and on the weft and north by the great and continuqd chain oi 
the Grampians, Sltrathmors extends from Stirling to j^one- 
kive, a length of, at leaft, fixty miles ^ thirty of which by fix 
in breadth are highly cultivated, and richly adorned by nature 
and art. This extenfive valley (through which the rivers lila 
and Erocht^ after having roUed their tributary ftreams ftocn the 
mountains, and burft their rocky bounds, in foaming fury* 
unite ia the plain, and glide fmoothly along until the Tay 
receiws them in dignified filence aa he mpves onward in hia 
ftrength toward the German Oceajn) 19^ by far, the moft extenfive 
level ground in North Britain. 

Strathmore is a fcene conne£J!ed with many particulars re- 
i]pe£ling the hiftory and antiquities of Scotland. It may not 
therefore be deemed uninterefting, to notice a few of the 
leading incidents, with the fpots connected, moft of which are 
within view from the ftation here mentioned, as we pafs on ) 
for, as Kttle is to be met with in our way through the dreary 
tra£t of moor once the wood of Birnam, in order to fill up the 
void, a page or two fhall be dedicated to the purpefe alluded to, 
before we proceed further in our defcription. 

The traveller whofe curiofity leads him to enquire afler the 
monuments of antiquity difperfed throughout Strathmore, in his 

♦ The river Erocht, two mfles above Blair-gowrie, is confined within a deep and 
narrow channel^ where meeting in its courfb huge rocks of an amazing altitude, it rufhes 
amid refounding caverns, far above which is feen on a vaft impending precipice Craig* 
hattt funilar ii) alt rcfpe6k8 to Hawthornden near Edinburgh. The Rlciht a coofider- 
nble cataraft> is often vifited hj the curious ; and is an objeA worthy of attention^ 
particularly when viewed with tlie furrounding fcene o«ar BLur-gowne^ which is at 
no great diftance from Dunkeld. 

vifit 
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vifit along the courfe of the Ifla, will fall In with the remains of 
Caftlc' Fotter and Caftle Newton. Both thefe caftellets belonged 
to the Ogilvies of Airljr; but in the civil war during the reign 
of Charles L, and in the time of CromweU's Commonwealth, 
th^y were burnt to the ground. The Marquis of Argyle per- 
formed this duty^ which was foon afterwards returned by the 
family of Airly. Thus civil broils defolate a land j while the 
deluded viftims take terrible vengeance on each other ! 

Three miles beyond thefe ruins, the Ifla, below the Mill of 

r* Craig^ precipitates itfelf over a perpendicular height of 70 or 

™ 80 feet. This water-fall is called the Reeky linn. The rocks 

on each fide are of ftupenddus altitude; and the water appears, 
as it moves among the huge and impending malTes to the plain 
through which it feeks its levely deep, fullen, and dark* 

As we proceed along the courfe of the Ifla to its conflux with 
the Tay, near the village of Alyth, the Caftle of Barry-hill, the 
reniains of which are ftill vifible, once ftood *• This ftrong- 
hold is faid to have been the place of confinement of the cele- 
brated Britifti Helen, Vanora, by fome writers called Wanor^ 
and Guinevar^ the wife of King Arthur of fabulous record, 

A fepulchral monument, fuppofed to have been that of Va- 
nora, is to be feen in the church*yard of Meigle ; drawings of 
which are given with great accuracy in Mr. Pennant's Scotifh ^ 
' Tour, vol, iii. p. 166. At Glames and Dunoon are alfo fome 
rude remains of antiquitjjb 

About two miles northward of Couper of Angus^ at a fmall 
village called Couper Grange^ there is a repofitory, fuppofed to 

* Near Barry-hill, in a ploughed field, an artificial cavity in form of a ditch, about 
fix feet deep by four feet broad, fiaced up with ftones, and covered with large broad 
Hags, was difcovered ; and when pan of it was laid open^ aihes were found. Stat. 
Ace. vol. vi. p. 406. 

Q^q contain 
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coatain the aflies of facrifices offered by the aacient Galedoniaa^y 

the remains of which are ftili vifible, and are w(»thy die in- 

fpe&ioQ of the antiquary. In the pariih of Kettins^ in the 

immediate vicinity of Coapar of Angus ^ fome tumuli have lately 

been difcovered. In the centre of a cairn an urn was found 

full of bones. Not far from this the caftle of Dorcs^ iald 

to have been one of the ftrong-holds of Macbeth^ is feen on a 

hill fouth of the fmall village of Pitcur ; and great quantities of 

afhes were found near the fpot. An excavation in the folid 

rock of this hill, in which alfo bones were found, was lately 

discovered by workmen quarrying (tones. Near the pariih* 

church of Kettins^ the outlines of a camp can be diftindly 

traced. At Coupar of Angus the veftiges of this camp are alfo 

to be feen, nearly 24 Scotiih acres fquare \ At Camp Muhr^ 

a village about two miles fouth»weft of this place, the Romaa 

army that Agricola led to the foot cf the Grampians, it is 

Aippofed, was divided ; part of which remained on the ipot^ 

while the other fubdivifions were encamped in the various fta^* 

tions above pointed out. About feven miles weft-north-weft of 

Coupar of Angus, at Mcikkur^ near the confluence of the rivers 

yia and Tisjr, a Roman ftation is alfo difcoveraUe; not far from 

which. In the parifh of Kinkcb^ in a moor at the eaft end of the 

hill of Gourdicy a curious piece of antiquity, confifting of eight 

mounds, with an equal number of correfponding trenches, is 

ilill to be feen : the mounds and Irenches ate alternate and 

• Near to the centre of the pnetoruiniy in the year 1164, ■" abhey of Cifteitian 
Monks was founded^ and endowed with ample revenue;? by Malcolm IV. Next V^ 
the Kings, the Hays of Eriol were the principal donors to this religious houfe. The 
firii Abbot of this monaftery was A»cblinvs of Melrofs Abbey^ who died in 1174;, 
and the laft Abbot was Donald Campbell of the family of Ai^gyle, who».it Is faid, at 
the Reformation divided among five natural fons the lands belonging to this monaftery* 
See Hope's Min. Prac« p. 459 \ and Stat. Ace vol.. xvii. p. lo- 
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paralleU This ipot is faid to have been that at which an ad- 
vanced guard of the Caledonians was ftationed to watch the 
motions of the Roman anny that encamped at Incb-tutbil^ about 
two miles to the fouthward in the great plain of the Stormouf ; 
and from the many veftiges of camps, numbers of tumuli, &c. * 
difperfed throughout this part of the country, there is great rea- 
fon for fuppofing that the battle of Mons Gram/nusy (o fatal to 
the Caledonians under Gafgacut their general, and fo celebrated 
by Tacitus as honourable to the Romans, led on to vidory by 
his friend and father-in-law Jgricolaj was fought on or near 
the ground where thefe veftiges of antiquity are found. The 
laft-mentioned Roman ftation, viz. IncktutbiJ^ is particularly 
noticed by our Scotiih hiftorian HeSar Boece^ whc calls it 
Tulina^ or Tuline; and fays, that the Pids had an o/ifiJum^vfhich^ 
on the approach of Agricola, they abandoned td the Romans f. 
The infulated appearance of Inchtuthill :|: exhibits every mark 
of the Tay, at fome remote period, having entirely furrounded this 
fmgular fpot. It is an elevated level of a hundred and fixty 
Scotiih acres in circumference, raifed above the plain in which it 
ftands about fixty feet. The Roman camp was formed on the 
north-eaft margin, in a commanding ftation, having a view of 
great part of Strathmore in every dire&ion. Time and circum- 
fiances have greatly altered the appearance of Inchtuthil. On 
the fpot which the Pids, and foon after them the Romans, once 

* Efpeoially tt Haet'Ccnrntf or Hcer^Cmrnt'^Stt Stat. Ace* toU, ix. xvii. xix. 
pariflies of Clunie, Kinloch^and Bendothy : particularly tbe l9ttcr<(3ehdochy) where 
valuable information may be found. 

f Boet. Hift. Scotie, lib. iv. p. 64. Holinfhed's Hift. of Scotland (tranflation of 
Boece) p. 5a, 53. 

\ Inchtutbelf or Innis-tuili is of Gaelic derivation : Inms^ ifland ; tml^ flood. 

Q^q 2 occupied) 



302 SCONE. 

down the Tay, on the oppofite fide to Luncarty Bleach^field^ 
the patace of Scone ^ is feen. It is delightfully fituated on a 
wood lawn, which flopes with an eafy inclination to the brink 
of the river. Scone^^oufe is a feat of the Earl of Mansfield. 
Whether it be built on the fite of the ancient palace of Scone^ 
the refidence, in former times^ of feveral of our Scotifh kings, 
and where ufually their coronation took place, is a nutter of 
fome doubt. At the Reformation, the abbey and palace of 
Scone were (polled and burnt to the ground f • But, as all fuch 
proceedings, tending ultimately to the eftablilQiment of the true 
religion, were the mere prdudes to the downfal of antichrift, 
it becomes not a Proteftant to make any comments on the adions 

of his forefathers, who, in the firft paroxy fms of their zeal, com« 
mitted thofe feeming irregularities, the effeds of which are fb 
manifeft to this day in every comer of North Britain. 

•'Scone, in Stormont^ a fubdivifion of the (hire rf Perth, 
^ fituated a mile above Perth, upon the river Tay (fays Spottif^ 
wood), was an Abbey, founded by King Alexander L, in the 
year 1 1 14, and was dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and St. 
•* Michael the archangel. It was the place where our Kings 
** were accuftomed to be crowned, and where the fatal marble 

■ ■! ■ ■ Mill ■■■ ■ !■ II ■■■■■■ I ■ 11 I — — , I M^M^— i»^— ^— I I 

battle of Luncarty. It is not the bufinefs of the prefent writer to reconcile thefe ap* 
parent contradi6^ions« 

* Scainy as pronounced by the highlanders.— '^ In digging near where the ancient 
palace of Scone ftands, the workmen lately difcovered upwards of twenty ftone coffins, 
near eight feet below the furface ; in which were depofited entire ikeletons* one of 
whidi was larger than any of the reft» and fuppofied to nieafure eight feet in length. 
Near the above» and not far from the foundation oi the old monallery, were alfo found, 
in diggings upwards of twenty filver, copper, and brafs Scots coins.'* Edlnbttigb 
Mag. for December 17959 p« 450. 

f See Stat. Ace. vol. xviii« p. 82* 
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^ 

•• chair, now at Weftminfter, was ufually kept^ It formerry 
^' belonged to the Culdees^ if we truft George Buchanan, and 
^ fome other writers* The ExtraSfa ^x Cbronicis Scetia^ in the 
^^ Adyocates* Library^ fays^ that the Prior of this place was Ro-^ 
" bertus Cunonicus SanBi OfwalcR de NqftdUs in Anglra. It 
was ereded into a temporal Lordflup by King James VI. ia 
favour of Sir Dayid Murray, a Cadet of the family of Tulli- 
bardine, in the year 1604*:" of whom, it may be added, the 
late iUuftrious ftatefman Earl Mansfield was defcended, and 
whofe birth-place Scom certainly is to be coniidered f. The 
prefent manfion-houfe of Scone is in all refpedis inelegant^ 
and unworthy c^ notice %. Some rude paintings^ called hunting 
pieces, and fome portraits, (among others, thofe of the prefent 
King and his Queen^as large as life, in their robes of date} cony 
Aitute die chief ornaments of this once celebrated place.. And, 
if we except the parks and pleafure grounds, little tafte is dif* 
played in ornament or rural economy, where nature in her 
mildeft afped might be rendered truly charming by a judicioua 
and well r^ulated plan of improvement ; fo as to raife in the 
eftimation of every one pofleifed of a juft relifli for rural orna- 
ment, gardening, and building, as forming parts of a beautiful 
whole^ this favoured fpot, and render it a model of that excel* 
lence pointed out in the works of Price and Knight, who have 
laboured, and not in vain, to fix determinate, precife, and practi- 
cal rules in the art of £nglf(h gardening, rural ornament, laiul:-- 
fcape, and the piaureique: btit to return* 

* Spottlfwoody Hope's Minor Pra£l.. Appendix^ 414. 

\ Stat. Ace. vol. xviii. p. So. 

X *' About a hundred yards due eaft iVom the fouth-eafl comer of the houfe are- the* 
Yefirges of the old abbey church. On the fpot where our kings were crowned ther^- 
grows a clump of trees." Stat. Ace. vol. xviii. p. 85. 

Although 
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Akhough the plough has nearly obliterated every veftige of 
-antiquity on either ilde of the Tay, and the Ikilful engineer arid 
manufadlurer, in making room for their machinery, and bleach- 
fields, have fwept away the mouldering fragments of former 
ingenuity and fplendour, ftill enough remains to gratify reafon- 
able curiofity, and to fhcw that the fcenes under review form part 
of the claflic ground of Scotlfh hiftory. Among other relics of 
antiquity that might be mentioned, the continuation of the Ro- 
man military road leading along the foot of the Grampians, from 
Ardoch^ already noticed, to wzzxElair-go^rie^ which crofles the 
l^ay at its jundion with the Almond ^ is worthy of particular 
notice. Here, alfo, the remains of a Roman ftation, though 
gradually obliterated by the overflowing of the Almond, are 
to be feen. Near this fpot, too, Roman urns have beeti found ; 
and there is reafon for fuppofing, that thefe.ufns contained the 
alhes of diftinguiflied Romans who fell at the battle of Mons 
Grampius. Where the Roman military road flops on the fouth 
- bank of the Tay, oak planks, the remains of a wooden bridge, 
were dug up, at the requeft of the late Dn Hope, when the 
fibre of the timber appeared frefh, and very little altered in its 
texture *. Till very recently, a number of burrows, pf tumuli, 
were to be feen where the battle of Luncarty was fought f . 
Pieces of broken armour, weapons, bits of bridles, &c. have been 
found in clearing the ground, which till ot late was covered 
with heath, furze, and bruQiwood. The ancient Bertha^ by fome 

* Stat. Ace. vol. XV. parifh Rodgerton. 

f A pillar raifed to commemorate the viAory over the Danes at Luncarty; is to be 
fccn in the church-yard of Aberberlcmny ; for a defcription of which (by Mr. Adam 
idc Cardonell,) fee Edinburgh Mag. vol. ii. p. 396, 397. 

writers 
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%vnters fuppofed to be that where the town of Perth formerly 
Hood, which, however, is doubtful, was fituated near the con- 
flux of the Tay and Almond, Hard by is a field called Crom^ 

well Parky on which, it is faid, the Protedor had an advanced 
poft ftationed. On this fpot, about the year 1782, Mn Williara 
M* Alpine, a young man of genius and enterprize, ereCked a 

print-field, and cotton-mill j and likewife, on the oppofite fide 
of the Tay, near Scone, on what is now called Stormont-field, 
he caufed to be laid down very extenfive works for calicoe print- 
ing, the fpinning of cotton, and the bleachiiig of cotton and 
linen cloths; but this fpirited young fpeculator, happening 
to be deeply involved in commercial concerns with fome houfes 
in Manchefter which failed, he fell of courfe. Such, too often, 
is the fate of projedors ; while others reap the advantage of 
their talents and induftry \ A company of Perth merchants now 
carry on the works eftabliihed by M*Alpine, and their profits 
are faid to be ample indeed. Adjoining to Cromwell Park is 
Pitcairn Green^ according to Mrs. Cowley the future rival of 
Manchefter : 

Proud Manchefter will here her fame divide^ 

Her varied worics^ her fafhion, and her tafte^ 
This, bind in fnowy veil Horatio's ildcf 

That, flow in graceful folds from Chloe's waift« 
The ftrlpe fo well difpofedy the glowing bloom '** ^ 

Which overfp reads the whole, (hall here be feen? 
.Gx>, Manchestea, and weep thy flighted loom - > 

Its arts are chcrifhe4 now on Pitcairn Green ! 

CowLEv's Scotifh VJlage^ p. i&. 

The next village to Pitcairn Green is Battlehy^ confifting chiefly 
of the houfes of the weavers of Luncartjr* 

Rjc To 
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To go into the detail refpe<a:ing canals, the extent and variety 
of the machinery, &c. of the print-fields, bleach-fields, cot* 
ton-miris, flax-mills, fiour<-miIls, &cc. would fwell into vo* 
lumes : fuffice it, therefore, to fay, that nowhere have local advan- 
tftges been feized on with greater fpirit, alacrity, and efied:, than 
in the neighbourhood of Perth, which now, as we crois the 
river Almond, preients itfelf at the diftance of about two miles. 

The river Almond, too, which a little to the left forms its 
juOfdlion with the Tay, runs through a confiderable part of the 
dafiic ground of Scotland. The fcenery of Glenalmond, for 
fublimity and pi^turefque beauty, is celebrated by every traveller 
of tafte and feeling* Its dreams, cafcades and caverns, craggy 
wilds and mauntains,are viewed by flrangers with admiration and 
delight Above all, the antiquary, and the warm admirers of the 
poems of Oflian, muft find obje<^s to contemplate with vene* 
ration and regard : for many remains of Roman ftations are 
ftill vifible ; and the grave of Oflian, which wa$ difcovered by 
General lVade\ woricmen, will continue to be vifited with fond 
enthufiafm, by the lovers of thofe admirable compofitions 
afcribed to the firft of our Celtic bards *• 

Perth is fituated on the fouth bank of the Tay, on a fertile 
plain, bounded by an amphitheatre formed of the hills of Kin^ 
noul and Moncrief, rifing on the oppofite banks of the river ; 
which, taking an ample fweep through the low grounds, feems 
fuddenly to difappear among the craggy fteeps that overhang its 
outlet from the mountainous regions, amid which we have 
traced its courfe, to where it wafhes the walls of this ancient 

^ See << One Day's Jouraey to the Highlands pf Scotlaodi March 12, 1784^^' and 
likewife Stau Ace. vol. xv. parifb'Menzie. 
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city, the moft conftderable one north of the Forth, long before 
Edinburgh was deemed the capital of Scotland. 

Labour and induftry are everywhere difcerniblc around Perth. 
Agriculture and manufadkures feem here tranfpl anted into a foil 
every way fuited to their refpe&ive departments. Rural orna- 
ment, tafte, and elegance, are rapidly on the advance ; and 
thefe are indicative of fubftantial wealth, fecurity, and the 
profpedi of peace and abundance. The hill, the vale, the wood, 
the lawn, the cultivated field, the fruitful garden, the fnug box, 
the elegant villa, the wide and extending ftreet, the fpaciou4 
fquare, and daily augmenting buildings ; all, all exhibit a grow- 
ing fplendour, not to be exceeded perhaps by Glafgow, or 
by Edinburgh itfdf. Such are the rewards of induftry and 
fpeculation, when guided by prudence, forefight, and economy* 
Such will be the enjoyments of pofterity while they purfue the 
fame courfe, and while civil and political freedom is guaranteed 
by a wife and flable government, which (halt watch with due 
vigilance- over the rights and privileges of a peaceably- difpofed 
and contented people. 

To trace by what means Perth has experienced the viciffitudes 

of decay and profperity, belongs not to a work of fo general a 

nature as that to which thefe fheets are devoted. Befides, a 

want of proper materials for producing any thing like a fatisfac- 

tory (ketch render the tafk ungracious : that brevity and con-» 

denfation, too, of fubje£k, fo effential to topographical defcription, 

forbid any attempt to detail, atconfiderable length, what refpedl* 

the rife and progrefs of trade and commerce, as contrafted in a 

general view of the ancient and modern ftate of Perth. Thefe 

confiderations, therefore, muft be kept in mind, in perufmg 

what follows. 

R r 2 What, 
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What, at firft view, muft be obfcrved by a ftranger on tak- 
ing a curfory furvey of Perth and its environs, is, the rapii 
improvements carrying on in every dire£tion, chara£teri(lic of 
public fpirit, opulence, and induftry. To trace the caufes te 
which this ftage of general profperity is owing, may convey to 
the fpeculative traveller fome idea of the local advantages, as 
well as favourable circumftances, which have opportunely been 
feized on with regard to the trade and commerce of Perth, 
in conjunction with the improvements in agriculture and manu- 
factures, as conftituting the bafis of national wealth and power. 

In order, then, that all the departments of induftry, as con- 
ducted in the city of Perth and its immediate vicinity, may be 
diftinCtly kept in view, we fliall notice the origin, feveral 
branches, and ramifications of each, as depending on thc-trunk 
and roots of this fair and fruitful tree. The roots are the local 
advantages ; the trunk is the machinery for the abridgement 
and divifion of labour j and the branches may not inaptly be 
confidered the importation and raifing of raw materials, the 
weaving, bleaching, and exportation of ftaple-warcs, and fo on • 
taking notice as^ we proceed of the relation which thefe bear to 
each other in the grand fcheme of national profperity. 

The local advantages in the neighbourhood of Perth are 
highly favourable to the eftablifhment of machinery for the 
purpofes of manufacture : a perfeCt command of water-forces 
and every material (timber excepted) requifite in the ereClion of 
mills, &c. near at hand : moreover, the price of labour reafon- 
able ; and workmen intelligent, expert, diligent, and fober. So 
that circumftances are extremely favourable for extenfive fpecu- 
lations in manufacture in the vicinity of Perth. To this may be 
added, the fingular advantage of a free communication by water 

to 
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to the whole world by means of the Tay, which is navigable to 
the very walls of the town. 

Whatever diverfity of opinion may exift with regard to the 
moral good or evil occafioned by the abridgement and divifion 
of labour by means of machinery, it is an unqueftionable fadt, 
that to the manufa(9:urer the more extenfive the eftablilhments 
in machinery, the more lucrative and lading (provided he con- 
dudls his affairs with forefigbr and prudence) are the returns 
from the capital employed. 

The various branches of inJuftry, conne£led with the local 
advantages and eftablifliment of mechanic powers for the pur- 
pofes of manufadure, namely, the importation and raifing of 
raw materials, weaving, bleaching, &c. of fuch fabrics as are 
made in Perth and its neighbourhood, are in the moft flourifli-^ 
ing condition* The importation of flax, cotton, &c. is pretty 
confiderable, and daily on the advance. Upwards of fifteeii 
thoufand looms are conftantly employed in the manufadure of 
linen and cotton in Perth, and as many more in the country 
around it. The fabrics thus manufactured confift chiefly of 
Silefias, Britannias, Kentings, Holland (heetings and fliirtings ; 
long lawns, brown Hollands, HefGans, pack-fheetings and Ofna- 
burgs, cloths for window-blinds and umbrellas^ cotton ftufi's, 
fuch as fhawl-cloths, calicoes and muflins, pulicate handkerchiefs^ 
&c. According to a report made in June 1 794, the total an- 
nual amount of the linen and cotton trade, even under-rated, 
was one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling ; from 
which muft be deduded the amount of imports, and incidental 
expences, fuch as ground-rent, wear and tear of machinery, price 

of labour, intereft of capital, &c. 

There 
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There are four bleach-fields ia the neighbourhood of Perth ; 
VIZ. one at Huntingtower, one at Tulloch, one at Luncarty, and 
one at Stormont. The bleach-fields of Luncarty and Tulloch 
are at prefent carried on by Sandemaa, Turnbull, and Co. ; 
that of Ruthvea, or Huntingtower, by Richardfon and Co.; 
an4 that of Stormontf by Thomas and John Barland *. It 
frequently happens, that from fixty to feventy Scotifli acres are 
covered with linens colle£ted from various parts of Scotland, 
and many parts of England. 

There are cotton-works at Stanley t» Cromwell Park, and 
Luncarty, as already noticed. Befide thefe, there is cotton fpun 
in the town of Perth. 

There are three priating- works in the neighbourhood of 
Perth, viz. Ruthven printfield, Tulloch printfield, and Crom- 
well Park printfield* The goods manufadured at thefe works 
find a ready market at London. 

Befides the various branches of manufa£ture already men- 
tioned, there are mills for manufacturing of paper; for the 
bruifing of lintfeed into oil ; and corn, wheat, and barley mills. 

• The Duke of A thoU is the proprietor of the land on which Ruthven or Hunting- 
tower bleachfield is fituated ; the Earl of Kinnoul of that of Tulloch bleachfield ; 
Graham of Balgowan of that of Luncarty bleachHdd ; and the Earl of Mansfield 6£ 
ihat of Stormont bleachfield. 

•J- Flax-mills were lately erc6ted at Stanley, but were burnt almoft to the ground ia 
Sept. 1799- The command of water to thefe mills is unrivalled, and uninterrupted 
during the mod intenfe frofl ; owing principally to the fupply of water being con- 
ilu£led by three different channels, cut at a valt expeufe through a hill, one of which is 
' twelve feet wide, and is arched with (lone. The whole deliver their contents to the 
great canal, which is twenty feet wide by four deep. This force falls on the great 
wheels of the mills from a height of upwards of twenty feet. The whole of the ma- 
i:biiiery, &c. at Staolcy is now in the market* 

The 
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The mill of Pitcairn, tlie property of Lord Methven ( — —Smith, 
Efq.) manufadures annually upwards of five thoufknd bolls of 
wheat into flour. 

The manufa£ture of tanned leather, boots, and flioes 
at Perth, has for many years back been confiderable. The 
drefling of fheeps*, lambs*, and kids* fkins, conftitutes another 
very advantageous branch of manufadure. With this branch 
is conneded the making of gloves, which is here carried on 
with much fpirit. 

Before the introdudlion of cotton-works on the grand fcale 
as they exift at prefent, the trade and commerce of Perth was 
comparatively limited and languid. 

Soon after the commencement of the prefent war, in 1793, 
when bankruptcies became frequeht, individual credit ftagnant, 
and the public mind was diredled to different objects, the 
market for cotton goods in particular was low in the extreme; 
and the manufadurers of Perth and its vicinity fuffered in the 
general evil. But, fince Britain became the carrier of the whole 
trading world, and miftrefs of the feas, our manufadures have 
found a ready market in every diredion. Hence the profperity, 
comfort, elegance, and fplendour, fo vifible around our manu- 
faduring towns ; and, among the reft, Perth feems not to be 
outdone in what is indicative of fubftantial wealth and gran- 
deur. Long may this ancient city vie with her fitter towns ; 
and may (he ever preferve her refped and regard in every thing 
honourable, commendable, good, and juft f 

Among the firft years of the late American war, it was, that 
an extenfive meadow called Huntingtower-baugh^ through^. 
which a canal, branched off from the fiver Almond, is con- 

duded. 
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duded, was deemed a fit fpot for erefting buildings and ma- 
chinery for a bleachfield. Since that period the feveral depart- 
ments of raanufadure meniioncd above have been gradually 

eftablifhed. 

One of the firfl: branches of untried manufadures was that of 
paper: which was attempted by two very fpirited citizens, 
namely Morifon and Lindfay. The Morifons of Perth are well 
known as printers and publilhers. From twenty to thirty 
thoufand volumes are printed annually at Perth ; the greater 
part of which comes from the prefs of the Morifons ; to whofe 
exertions the republic of letters is not a little indebted for aa 
example fo worthy of imitation. 

Prior to the year 1 745, Scotland had been fo often difturbed by 
reafon of civil commotions, religious jealoufies, and political dif- 
putes, that little encouragement was afforded to a free fpirit of fpe- 
culation in any confiderable enterprife. But, fince that period, a 
more liberal circulation of money, and efpecially fince the peace 
of 1783, a greater degree of credit, fupported by paper currency, 
having obtained pretty generally in Scotland, and particularly 
in Perthfhire, it can eafily be accounted for, in what manner 
the chief town of the (hire hath attained fuch confequence. 

So far back as the year 1735, the firft public bleachfield was 
eftablifhed in the neighbourhood of Perth, by Alexander Chrif- 
tie, a linen-draper of Glafgow, of the fedt called Quakers, a 
man of ftridt honefty, poffefling the abilities not only of a ma- 
nufacturer, but of a flfilful hufbandman. This gentleman having 
purchafed a leafe from the Earl of Kmnoul of a farm at 
TuUoch, formerly mentioned, and having likewife entered 
into a contrad with the town-council of Perth for a fufficient 

fupply 
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fupply of water from the mill-lead belonging to the town, 
began his operations in manufadtures and agriculture with fuch 
ftcadinefs and addrsfs, as foon manifefted no common degree of 
well direcfled experience and enterprife. The example was 
fpeedily followed, and the refult is known. 

In the year 17 15, the Earl of Mar, at the head of the party 
formed for the reftoration of the exiled houfe of Stuart, entered 
Perth, and proclaimed James at the market- crofs. But this 
change of regal government to the citizens of Perth was of fhort 
duration ; for the Duke of Argyle, general in chief of the royal 
army deftined to ftrike down rebellion in the north, advancitig 
to give battle to the Earl of Mar and his followers, was met by 
the rebels, who oppofed, to three thoufand five hundred regular 
troops, a force of hardly eight thoufand men, chiefly highlanders^ 
and but indifferently armed and difciplined. The refult of this 
combat is wdl known; The battle was fierce and bloody ; yet, 
* vidory declaring for neither fide, each party withdrew from the 
field ; the difcontented highlanders, whofe objed, like that of 
all rude combatants, was plunder, retired to their faftnefs with 
what they had violently feized ; and the Pretender's caufc 
fuSered feverely by fo untoward a ftroke at the very outfet of 
his enterprize. While this army, become difcontented and 
mutinous, was difperfing in every dire£kion, the royal army 
imder Argyle was receiving reinforcements from England and 
Holland <laily* Meanwhile the Pretender himfelf landed with 
a faithful few at Peterhead*, and was foon after joined by the 
chiefs of his party : thence paffihg to Scone, he affembled his 
noblesi with an intention that they fiiould affift at his coronation; 

• December lyij. 
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but the ceremony was put ofF. Argyle with the main body 
of his army rapidly advancing toward Perth, a retreat was re- 
folved on ; and the ill- fated James, forced to abandon his enter- 
prife^ dole off with a few attendants, embarked with the greateft 
precipitation, and fet fail for France. His grandfon Charles- 
Edward, thirty years after this event, experienced very nearly 
the fame fate. And thus ended the civil commotions in North 
Britain. 

It has been afTerted, that Perth benefited much by the circu« 
laCion of money in the rebellions of 1715 and 1745, owing to 
itb centrical Htuation as a military poft ; and, that many inTalids 
of Cromweirs army, in x 654, remaining by cbcHce in and near 
Perth, fet an example of adivity and induftry of the utmoft in^ 
. portance to the natives ^. Hence aroTe the fpirit for fpeculation 
and enterprife fo manifeft at this day. 

In t)ur retrofpedive view of the rife and progrefs of the trade 
and commerce of Perth, we find that, towards the middle of 
the feventeenth century, it was a place of coniiderable im- 
poitancc. 

When our firft Charles made l^s triumphal entry into Edin- 
burgh (15th June 1633), ^^ pafled thence to his native place 
Dunfermline ; and, among other of his royal burghs, he made 

* « Provdl Attftin died 4th Auguft (1723), greatly refpeded and lamented:. ^ 
•• good man, the friend of the poor, anencourager of induilry^a promoter of trade and 
' ^ tlie linen manafa^res. His father, Thomas Aufiin, who came from England with 
<< Crotnwell^s army, and fettled at Perth after the Reftoiation, was the father of the 
•* trade and navigation at this place. His numerous dcfccndants from hia three fon» 
" and daughter have made a rcfpcftable figure, fome in promoting trade and manufac- 
«* tntes, others in the army and navy.'* See Cant's Notes on Adamfbn's Metrical 
Hift* of Pertb^ voL ii. p. i6o. 

hia 
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his public entry into Perth the eighth day of July, where he 
was received with fplendour.and great rejoicings*. 

It appears by tbe Charter of Confirmation granted by James 
VI. to the burgh of Perth (dated at Holyroodhoufe, 15th Nov» 
1600) in the thirty- third year of his reign, that fo low and de- 
graded were weavers (now dignified by the natne of manufac- 
turers) held, that in the faid charter, they, as alfo waukers, were 
prohibited from being guild brothers f. But, mark the difference 
of the times ! — the weavers of Great Britain, as well as the 
merchants, are now the great fupporters of our national wealth. 
— Hence arife their importance and dignity in the ftate. This 
is the age of trade and commerce : induftry is refpefted, property 
fecure, and liberty guaranteed by wife and falutary laws. Such 
princes as the feeble fucceflbr of the illuftrious Elizabeth can no 
longer fway the fceptre of an imperial throne : yet, in his long 
reign, peace was maintained, arts and fciences made rapid ad- 
vances, and the foundation of our prefent greatnefa was enlarged, 
on which the fuperftrudure was reared, fo magnificent, fo fplcn* 
did, and fo feemingly laftiog. 

* " The morrow thaireaftcr ctmc to our churche, and in his roytl feat hctrd ane 
<< reverend fcrmone; immediately thaireaftcr came to his lodging, (Gowrie'8 palace,) and 
« went down to the gardine thaireof j his maj«ftie being thayre fet upon the wall next 

< the wattir of Tay, quhair upone was ane fleetinge ftaige of tymbcr cled about with 

< birks, uppone'the quhllke, for his majeftie's welcome and entrie, thtctteine of our 
« bretherine of our calling of glovers, with green cappis, filvcr ftrings, red ribbons» 
' quhy tc (hoes, and bclb about thrir leggis, fhcwing rapcries in their handia» aad all uther 
« abukcments, dauncit our fword dance, with mony dificilc knottis, fyve being under, 

< and fyve above upone thair ftioulderis, three of them dauncing through thair feet, and 
* about them, drinking wine, and breking glaffes. Quhilkc (Go» be ptaifit) wes adit 
f and done without hurt or fkaith till any," Balfour's MSS. Annals apud Guthrie,^ 

A. D. 1633, as quoted by Cant in Adamfon'a Mufca Threnodie, voL ii. p, 1 18. 

+ « Granting alfo to his burgcflcs of Perth that all of them (hall be guild brethren, 
<* (^xcept wcbfters, and waukers." See Cant's Hift, of Pwth, toL ii. p. 7. 

S f 2 During 
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During the reigns of the five Jamefes, and Mary Queen of 
Scots, Pei^h experienced various viciffitudes in regard to its trade 
and commercial concerns* When it was the feat of Govern- 
ment, much of the wealth of the kingdom, it is reafonable to 

■ 

fuppofe, muft have centered in this once celebrated capital. 

It feems probable, from a lift of the magiftrates of Perth 
carried fo far back as the year 1365, that its internal police 
was kept up with due regularity and efFe£t. Previous to this 
period. King William the Lion, his grandfather David L*, and 
others, conferred grants and privileges by royal charter on this 
ancient burgh* And if we trace back the trade of Perth to 
more remote times, we find that enterprizing merchants from 
Germany, and other parts, were wont to vific and eftabKfli 
themfelves at this emporium j fo that it appears by our earlier 
hiftorians, that a pretty extenfive commerce was carried on be- 
tween Perth and the Netherlands in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries f • " In early times (fays the author of the Stat, Ace,) 
Perth was a place of great trade. Alexander Necham, an 
Englifh writer, who read ledures at Paris in 1 1 80, was made 
**^ Abbot of Exeter in 12 15, and died 1227, takes notice of 
*• Perth in the following diftich, quoted in Camden's Britannia ; 

• Tranfis ample Tai, per rura, per oppida, per Perth : 
' Regnum fuflentant Alius urbis opes.' 

** Thus^ EngKftied in Bifhop Gibfon's tranflation of Camden's 
** book: 

• Commonly called St. Dayid, from hw works of piety. Heereded many religious 
houfes both in England and Scotland, and likewife four Biflioprics, viz. Rofij, Brecben, 
Dunblane, and Dunkeld. 

f nf^&Fordun, Scotichron, vol. 11. pw 130* 

« Grca 
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< Great Tay through Perth, through towns, through country flies. 
* Perth the whole kingdom with her wealth fupplies. 

** The literal verfion is, Go on, great Tay, through fields, through 
" towns, through Perth. The wealth of that city fupports the 
" kingdom*." How far this eulogium might have applied then, 
it is not, at this diftance of time, eafy to judge ; but, with how 
much propriety it might be applied to the prefent profperous 
fiate of this charming fpot, it is hoped, has in fome fmall degree 
been made to appear. 

In the early peri(3ds of the Scotifh annals, it is fufficient to 
obferve, that Perth is particularly noticed as the fcene of adion 
of many interefling incidents refpefting military atchievements, 
as well as jurifprudence, and ecclefiaftical affairs. It is a gene- 
rally received opinion, that this city, foon after being vifited by 
the Romans, was regularly built and fortified at the command of 
Agricola : at leaft, this is agreeable to common tradition : and 
from fome circumftances related by Tacitus and Fordun,andby 
others of our earlier hiftorians f , there is reafon to believe that 
Perth, in remote times, was a place the moft likely of any to be 
preferred by Agricola, being centrical, convenient, and defirable 
as a fecure and pleafant refidence in peace, and a flrong fortrefs 
in time of war. 

In after times, when the Pi£ts had eftabliflied their dominion 
over the cafl. of Scotland, and been converted to the Chriftian 

♦ Stat. Ace. vol. xyiii. p. 5 1 1 • 

f Sec i* Mufes ThrpiKwlie," Mufe 3. voh 1. p. 85* — And in confirmation of what 
Adamfon here recites^ the author of the Stat. Ace. of Perth (vol. sviii. p. 494.) fays, 
(< One of the remaining parts of the north uaU of the town having been taken down 
«< a few years ago, a pretty large brafs coin of Ca/ar /uguflus Pontifex Maximus, was found 
*< in it, which has ever fmce been in the poiTeifion of Mr. James Rarafay, prefent Provoll 
«« of Perth" (/. f. in the year 1795). 

faith, 
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faith, Perth was named Saint Johnfton • and a church was dedi- 
cated to St. John the Baptift, whom the Pids feein to have 
chofen for the tutelary faint of that town. Hence it is by fome 
called St. Johnftown ; but, according to others, its Roman name 
was Vidoria, a name continued by the Horeftii, or Pifts * ; 
whofe capital, Abemethy, was not far diftant ; and whofe ter- 
ritory lay chiefly fouth of the Tay f . When the Pids were 
expelled by the native Scots, and their territory torn from them, 
their churches. aad church-lands were occupied by the fucceflbrs 
of their clergy. Thus, to the reign of con qu eft fucceeded the 
dominion of the church ; till, in procefs of time, its power be- 
gan to decline, and the reformation of religion changed the face 
of the country fo completely, that where the temples of the Moft 
High beamed in full fplendour, (and no where more fo than in 
Perth and its immediate neighbourhood,) hardly a veftige is 
to be feen, a fad relic of former magnificence, of the golden age 
of religion, when temporal bleflings were blended with holy 
office ; — when monk and nun, abbot and abbefs^ wallowed in 
luxury, delight, and voluptuoufnefs j when the meadow and 
the mill^ devoted to dieir comforts, yielded but half their gifts 
to the meek, lowly, and patient laity ; when, in fliort, the church 
reigned fupreme, and prince and people, fearful of future retri- 
bution, fubmitted quietly to the dogmas of fuperftition, not 
.daring to call in queftion the facred ordinances handed down to 
them from the ^^ ancicntejl of days T — all, ^dl have vani&ed, favc 
a folitary monument here and there, fcattered oVer the country^ 

* Sec Richard of Cirenccfter's Rmerary, lib. i. c. €.— -Sec ilfo Whitaker's Hiftory 

of Manchefter. 

t Sec Sibbald'8 Hiftory of Fife. 

6 as 
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as it were to poiat out the fpot on which the wr^th of heavea 
fell in judgment for deviations into error^ and mifapplication 
of the bleflings of Providence.— In confirmation of the above 
remark, the city of Perth, (for it ftill bears this diftinguifhing 
title,) though pricn: to the Reformation it had to boaft its ample 
ihare of religious eftabliflimeats ^, contains now but one pa- 

rifh 

* If one may judge by the number of religioQS boufes that exifted in former times 
in Perth, its inhabitants feem to have had as reafonable a (hare of piety as the prefent 
race, who enjoy the prfvAeges of the reformed religion in the beauty of holinefs. 
Adamfon, in his Metrical Hiftory of Perth, enumerates the feveral monaderiesp 
churches, chapels, &c. ^hat were extant prior to the general ruin caufed by the Refor* 
mation. The poet, on addreflmg hU cocnpanionst as they furvey Perth from Tay^ 
latu^ an eminence on the weft fixmmit 4^ the hill of Kinnonl, fays : ■ 

Then 'gan I' to declare 

Where our old monaftertes ari#churches fair 

Sometime did ftaad, placed at every comer 

Was one, which with great beauty did adorn her. 

The Charter'houfe ' toward the fouth-weft flood. 

And at the fouth«eaft the Friars who wear gray bood\ 

Toward 

I The Ckarter^lmftf or Cmfhufaft MiMtJiiry, (Mo^aftevium vallU vlruuis,} WM fonndcd by James.!, 
of ScoUand, on iii% return after hit Jong captivity in England in the year 1^7^ The monks of this 
order profelfed great auderity, and foUo^fved the rules of St< Bennet Their (bunder was i9nMfl of 
Paris, who inftituted the order in icS6. They a^nc into Eng^land in isSo, and into ScoUand in T4«ef 
where they had only one eflabliihmcnt, viz* th;it above mentioned in Perth. The founder and hit 
queen were interred in the church of the monaftery* 

A The houfe helongiog to t\K Qkfertrauiinu^ or Gr^ Frists, was founded by Lord Olipliant in the year 
X460. It was dcAi'oyed on the memorable nth of May 1559. (Vide fiudtan. lib. x\l) The order of 
« Frkri Gnf* had nine convents in ScoUand, via. at Edinburgh, St. Andrews, Glafgow, Abecdccn, Air, 
Stirling, Elgin in Murray^ Jedburgh, and Perth. <« Thcfe firiars (lays ^ppttifwood) pollefled nothing, the 
«< phkces on which theirhonfes ftood excrpted. Tliey were allowed to go conAantly about with wallets 
« on their ihoqt(kr8,'lo«bKg their ftthrifleiicc from weU-iUTpoPed, people } fionl .whence tfaey were call.d 
« Mindioantc, and from the'»r wearing clotJies Gray friars, their habits being a gray gnwn, with a caul, 
•( and a rop« sbout the middle They went barefooted'*. (See .Appendix to Hope*s Minor Pra^tekVy 
p. 503, 504.) Not^^ithftandin5 this feeming poverty, and confequent auf^ecity, it was found at the 
Keformaiipn, when the irnthufiaftic rabble broke into the convent of the Gray, friars at Perth on th« 
uUi I^y I5i9» ^^^ ^^^> ^^^ ^cets^ bUnketS| napery^ and fine Uuen equal to any to be found in ti}e 

boufet 
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rifh church ! the fame that was dedicated to St. John the 

Baptift. 



Toward the north the Black -ft tars ' church di<l ftand ; 

And CarmeKtet ♦ upon the weftern hand, 

With many ciafich ftanding here and there, 

And fteeples fairly mounted in the air, 

Our Ladu^t Churchy Saint Catherine's and Saint Paule*St 

Where many a mafle was fang for defuYi6l faules. 

The Chappell of the Rood and fweet Saint Jrmcf 

And Loret's ckappel, from Rome's Faticane 

Tranfported hither — 

Saint Leonard cloiiler, mourning Mtigdalane 

Whofe criftall fountain flowea like Hippocrane. 

Saint Jobne*s fair church, as yet in mids did fland ; 

A hraver iight was not in all this land 

Than wasjEhis town when thus it flood decor'd. 

As not a few yet living can record. 

Mufes Threnodic. — Mufe vi. p. 153—155. 



lioufes of any nobility of that period. Nay, fo well were their cellars and larders provided with good 
things, that though there were but eight perfons in all belonging to the monaftery, they had eight pun- 
cheons oi fait beef, wine, beer, ale, befides ftore of otlier vidnals. ** Within two days (adds Spottif. 
** wood) (b bufy were they in aboli(h!ng idolatry, the wall only did remain of this edifice.** p. 50s* 
See aHb John Knox*s HHl., book ii. and likewife Buchanan, book xvi. Buchanany in his Fratres Fn* 

• tenimi is very fcvere on the Prancifcans. ^ 

} The Convent of the Dominicans, or Black Friars^ was founded by Alexander I. in the year 1131. 
St. Dominici, the founder of this order of friars, is /aid to have been the inventor of the inquifition. He 
died I21I. This 'order of preaching mendicants were fent forth into forty>five provinces, of which 
Scotland was the eighteenth. There were no lefs than fifteen monafteries founded in this poor countryy 

. vix. one at EdiAburgh, Berwick, Atr> Montrofe, Aberdeen, Elgin of Moray, Stirling, Invemefs, Wigton, 
Pundee, Coopar in Fife, St Monan*s in File, St. Andrew's, Glafgow, and Perth. Bidiop Spottifwood 
enumerates twenty-three houfes belonging to the Dominicans in Scotland. ** Notwithftanding they pro- 

. ** fefled poverty, yet when their nefts were pulled down, they were found too rich for mendicants*** 
(See Appendix to KeitVs Catalogue of Biftops, p. 169.) Full dtmm tbeir ne/lsf and the rmki'vAttfif 

^0v/ay^ W3S a favourite maxim of our reformer Knox. It was in the Coownt of the Black-friarB that 
James I* was murdered. 

4 The Convent belonging to the order of mendicants called Camutitet^or WbUe Fnarsj was founded 
:by Alexander III*, and Hood on the land of Fkllilamj or what is now called the dovi^cvt land, on tbc 

road 
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Baptift*. An almoft total annihilation of religious houfes took 
place when the emancipation from popifli idolatry was pro- 
claimed. " It was at Perth ( fays the author of the Stat. Ace. 
" of that town) that the reformed religion was firft publicly avow- 
" ed. Mr. John Knox, attended by many of the chief nobility 
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«« road to Huniingtower. It is now converted into anrdeo. " Richard Invcrkeithinf , Biihop of Dunked, 
<< built fayt Spottlfwood) for them (the Whitd^piars) a chapel and l<ir$e houfe in the year xz62*'' 
Biihop Tbrmas Lauder founded here a mafs for the dead, and BIHiop George Brown repaired the church 
and monaftcry in a handfome manner; Liuder died onthe 4th November 148 1 j and Brown died lath 
January 1514-5.— 'Keith^s Catalogue. Befides the four Convents and their chur^liesy there were feve* 
fal chapels, hofpitals, and fmall nunneries annnexed to them, fuch as are mentioned in the above ex* 
trad. *' Saint Leonard' 1 Cloiflir, near Perth (fays Spottlfwood), was an ancient priory, founded In 
** the year Z296> It was afterwards fuppreifcd by King James I., and annexed to the charity-houfe of 
«' Perth, which he founded near that city, togetlier with the Magdalen^ lands." The nuns of St. 
Leonard followed the rules of St Bennet. Lady Elizabeth Dunbar, the wife of David duke of Rothfay, 
was Prioref^ of this cloider; but, the rules of St. Beonet not admitting a married 'woman to be Priorefs 
In fo Arid an order, the prince was obliged to abandon her whom the god of love had c6nfeCf«ted 
to his arms. This happened in 14x2. 

T t "of 



* It IS not eafy to afcertain what part remaining of St. John's church is the moil 
ancient. It Is now occupied as three diftind^ places of worfhip, viz. the eaft, middle* I. 
and weft. The eaft is the choir, and is faid to have been built in the year 14009 after . 
the old choir had been removed. This church was liberally endowed by Malcolm IIL f 
or Canmore, his fons Alexander I. furnamed the Fierce^ and David I. the faint* abpQt 
the beginning of the twelfth century ; but at the Reformation* mod of the property pf 
religious houfes reverted to the crown* and was difpofed of to temporal ufes : o€%i»urfe* 
the parifh church of St.^ohn was ftripped of the moft valuable part of ?t8 revenue. .At 
this time* the three minifters that belong to it* and their afliftants* have not more than 
about four hundred and twenty pounds ftcrling of falary yearly ! (See Stat. Ace. voh 
xviii. p 532 ). But befides this parifh church* there are dilFenters of various defcnp* 
tions in and about Perth : no lefs than nine different kinds have meeting^houfes in the 
town* viz. Glafiites, or Sandemonians* a congregation of Relief* Burghers* Anti« 
burghers, a Cbciety of Balchrifty, Anabaptifts, .Cjyneronians* (or old Prefbyterians,) 
Englifh Epifcopalians, and a fmall congregation of the Scotifh Epifcopal communion* 
or a remnant of the Scotifh Jacohiteu 
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** of the kingdom, preached a fermon in the pari(h church of 
"Perth, againft idolatry, Thurfday nth May 1559. After 
** the fermon, one of the priefts having given a trifling provo- 
^^ cation, a number of the people broke down all the altars 
" and images in the parifh church, and then proceeded to de- 
^* moli(h all the monafteries. No veftiges of the monafteries 
and chapels are now to be feen. Ever fince that remarkable 
sera, a weekly fermon has been preached at Perth, on the 
Thurfday afternoon*/* Thus the aufpicious dawn of the 
reformation of religion is commemorated, with a pious regard 
to the memory of the firft reformers, who dared boldly, in the 
open face of day, and in defiance of the usurped authority of 
churchmen, to overturn the emblems of Deity and the facred 
altars of the living God. But, if aught that favours of the 
ruthlefs rage of licentioufnefe is to be attributed to the zealous 
citizens of Perth, it muft be confefied that they were, for a coa« 
iiderable length of time, in a (ingular manner fufferers in the 
caufe which they fo eagerly abetted : for we find, that during 
the coercive meafures purfued for nipping in the bud the 
germ of religious liberty, by the Queen Regent, her adive 
minifter Cardinal Beaton, and^lhe Earl of Arran, then Regent, 
the citizens of Perth were among the firft to feel the efFedls. 
In the year 1544, the Regent, accompanied by the Cardinal, 
came to Perth, and condeoined to death feveral perfons, among 
whom was a woman of uncommon courage, whofe child was 
taken from her breaft as fhe was led to execution. This un- 
happy vi^im was drowned in a pool of water hard by, and 

* Stat* Ace. toL xviii. p« 537. 

died 
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tiled exulting in her martyrdom *. Some years after, the Car- 
dinal feafted his eyes on the burning of that Arch-reformer 
George Wifhart. For this gratification he forfeited his life : . it 
is needlefs to add, that the celebrated Norman Leflie, fon to 
the Earl of Rothes, with his pwn hand flew the Cardinal ; and 

thus the caufe of the reformed religion was fomewhat accel^ 

.' « 

rated in its flow though fure progrefs* 

The citizens of Perth feem to have been deftined to bear wit« 
nefs to the caufe of religion. When James VL made his tour 
at the requefl of his facred counfellors the Bifhops, in order to 
reconcile the people to Epifcopal government, on coming to 
Perth, he found the minifters, to the number of fifty, protefling 
s^ainfl the meafures that he endeavoured to enforce by perfonal 
influence ; and thus was manifefled their firm adherence to the 
dodrines of the Conventicle ; afterwards difplayed in iJtatfolemn 
League and Covenant^ which the politic Charles II. fwore 
to, and folemnly fubfcribed, when crowned by the Coven* 
anters at Scone. In teflimony of their zeal in the caufe of 
religion, as well as of their loyalty to their newly-covenanted 
King, the citizens of Perth, on the 6th of July 1651, marched 
to the fouth Inch, and one hundred of their number volunteered 
to fight for their king and holy religion againft the ufurper 
CromwelU who had landed his army on the coafl of Fife, and 
foon after put the royalifls completely to the rout, leaving fix- 
teen hundred royalifts dead on the field of battle, befides taking 

* Sec Fox's Martyrology,— Among 'others that fufiPered at Perth, were James 
Fialayfoni William Anderfon, and James Ronald, accufed of nailing two rams horns 
to St. Francis's head, putting a cow's rump to his tail, and eating a goofe on All- 
hallow even. Helen Stack, the woman above-mentioned, was condemned becaufe fhe 
refuted to call the Virgin Mary to her aid when in child bed. See Bucbaoan, book xv. 

T t 2 twelve 
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twelve hundred prifoners. Cromwell, following up his fucccfe 
with his ufual alacrity, marched diredly to Perth, laid fiege ta 
the town, and, honourable terms of capitulation being offered 
and accepted, entered it triumphantly, while the fugitive 
Charles withdrew from Stirling to England, where in the me- 
morable battle of Worcefter he narrowly efcaped being flain^ 
In the mean while, the Covenanters of Perth enjoyed, during 
the Commonwealth, liberty of confcience, and fome fliare of 
civil liberty before unknown to the greater number. But, ofi 
the glorious event of the Reftoration, the Royalifts triumphed^ 
and the pious Covenanters of Perth once more fuffered perfe- 
cution. Sir George Mackenzie, king's advocate, went through 
the painful duty required by his office with that humanity 
peculiar to thofe intruded with fo important and trying a fta- 
tion. The hiftory of the times exhibits ftriking traits of his 
moderation. 

In the Ihort but turbulent reign of James VIL the magiftracy 
of Perth was formed by the privy council ; the confequence 
was, that all fufpefted perfons, and fuch as would not conforn 
to the Teft^ were hunted down, and punifhed by the civil ma- 
giftrate for recufancy ; among Vhom " the honourable women 
(ofl^erth) were not a few V Matters remained in this pof- 
ture till the eventful sera when William Prince of Orange 
guaranteed the Prelbyterian eftablifliment north of the Tweed ; 
fince which period, Perth has enjoyed all the benefits of civil 
and religious liberty. But to return to the leading features of 
the civil tranfadions in which this town makes a diftinguifhed 
figure* 

* See the Kirk Sellion Regifter of Perth for i6th OAober 1084. 

Among 
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' Ampng (uch records as ftill exift, Perth Is not unfrcquentlyr 
nentionied asr. the feat of national qouncils. So early as the 
year 906, according to Innes*, in the fixth year of Conftantine 
ill.^ Ton of EthuS) a national council was held at Scone ; at 
which 'Conftantine, who afterwards became a monk, and Kellc-- 
ehus Biihop of the Scots, entered into folemn engagements to 
obferve the difcipHae and. dogmas of. the Chriftian church. 
Thirteen national councils are recorded to have been holden in 
•Perth beiides that already noticed : fo that manifefl: proofs re* 
! main of what importance that city was held with regard to- 
matters of the faighefl cdnfideration.f . 

i Perth, too, wad always dtemed a centrical iituation for the 
diftribution of juftice; •* being (fays James VI. in his charter 
of Confirmatien) in the midft of our native country and king- 
dom, conjoining the one half thereof to the other, and keep- 
ing them in obedience and fubje^on, and following of their 
kings and their commands^ And alfo considering our faid 
•* burgh of Perth to be the moft apt and commodious, and 
*• capable both in time of peace and war for keeping and hold- 
•* ing of public meetings of our eftates, fubje^ts, and people j 
** and in which town our moft illuftrious predeceflbrs, nobles, 
" famous counfellors, and other people have lived ; and alfo the 
•' court and counfellors of our kingdom for determining the af- 
" fairs thereof, have moft often convened of moft long time fined, 
^ and found the fame moft commodious for them ; as alfo in the 
" time of war, both citizens and foldiers might convene there." 

* Innes's Appendix, apud \Guthrie, vol. x. p. 416, and Lord HaileB* Papers^ 

f See Cant's Introdu6lion to his hiftorical ootes to Adamfon's Metrical Hift. of 
Perth, where he quotes his authorities. 
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dations and murders 'chara£teriftic of the barbarity of the 
• times*. : 

The next fcene of blood exhibited in Perth, that appears on 
record, was about fixteen years previooa to thedawn of the 
Reformation. The family of JRutbvtn had for many years 
fupplied the town with its chief magiftrate ; and Cardinal Bea-- 
toTtj who had caufed feveral of its citizens to be baniihed, and 
others to be hanged, for herefy and . fedition, dreading the in- 
. fluence and refentment of Lord Ruthven, pointed out to the 
Earl of Arran^ then Regent, the propriety of appointing Cbar^- 
teris of Kinfaunes to the magifixacy , inilead of Ruthven, left an 
infurredion headed by fo popular and poweiful a chief fhould 
involve in it« confequences the rilin bf the qhurch^ as well as 
convulfe to the centre the foundations of the ftate. Ruthven 
was fuperfeded, but Charteris was rejected by the citizens, who 
flew to arms in defence of their conftitution and privileges; and 
they were aflailed by the oppofite party, who, in attempting 
to take poffeflion of the town, fuffered feverely. Thus the citi- 
zens of Perth refifted with fpirit and eflfedt the bold attempt 
made to bend them under the yoke of power and oppreffion. 
This {kirmifh happened on the 2 2d of June 1544. T'he con- 
fequences of this bloody fray, and of the barbarous tranfadlion 
that led to it, afterwards made their appearance, in a rooted 
averfion to priefts and creatures of ftate, as well as to civil and 
religious tyranny. 

. In the year 1559, when the inhabitants of Perth, in their 
zeal againft idolatry, demoliflied the religious houfes of that 

• The caftles of Aberdalgie, Dupplin, Craigic, Fingafk, GafconhalJ, Ruthven, now 
Huntingtowcrj Elcho^ and oUicrs, are all in the neighbourhood of Perth. 
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city, they once more beheld their (Ireets ftained with humaa 
gore. The ^een Regent^ whofe fanguinary meafures, in a vain 
. endeavour to roll back the tide of reformation, had given juft 
caufe di revolt to the Lords of the Congregation, felt herfelf 
ftrangely befet with difficulties that increafed daily. At»a lofs 
whether to purfue coercion with promptitude and efFedk, or to 
yield many points of importance Jo thofe for whom juftice 
loudly claimed redrefs of grievances, flie was induced by evii 
counfellors to adopt a courfe which eventually led to the utter 
ruin of the caufe which ihe purpofed to fupport, and firmly rc- 
cftablifli. Hearing of the excefles committed at Perth j the Qoeea 
haftened in her wrath from Stirling, 4t the head of her combined 
French and 3cotiih foldiery, to take fudden and ample veng&» 
imee on the infurgents; but the chi^elB of (he Q)pg»egatioii 
apprized of her movements, bad cplleded fi fprmididt^Ie fofce, 
principally from the wpl^, and by fegr^t mwchfts had du^ed 
tbe utmoft vigilaacc of the Qu^e^, tjJJ fbp perflclTfd h^ revolted 
fubjeds encaniped on the heigh&s of Au^^terardonr ^, ^tyiyitli 
to reft their caufe on the iflue of ^ \>^^ Qfi {his occafion^ 
prudence preud«d in the co^ac:^6 pf both par|ie^. A UeMY ■ 
wa» eagerly enjer«>d ofl, mA. • fpe«f}il7 fiPWltfsted ; ^ thief 
flipuUiUon Qjf Fhich wii8, d>a£ pt^ arn^y Q^^si^ be diAanded; 
9nd the gates of P«rth be ff t ppfsij tfi receive the QjieeQ, whd 
entered that city on the i»9th of J^ay 1559, sccomij^sied by 
the French General D^Ojfely the Duke of Hamilton^ y^ Qliier 
powerful leaders of the pjirty. AWQOg the. iqhjibita^ts jn^o 
crou4ed to th^Lr balconies ajod fvlodo^^ to be]^ol4 tlie (^een's 
oatry with her French ti^p9 iota Perth, wa? tlft^ toily ,of Pa^ 

* WJthn ten nSmitf £citb»ui.&i«theni. 
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trick Murray ^2l noted reformer; and, being particularly pointed 
out, feveial of the foldiers levelled their mufquets, and killed a 
bojr of twelve years old by the fide of this devoted citizen, 
whofe imprudent condu£t had marked him the vidim of opinion, 
malio^, and hatred. A motly fwarm of monks, and French and 
Scotifh rabble, buzzed about Perth for many days j and the Queen, 
little mindful of the treaty, retiring to Stirling, left behind her 
a garrifon of fix hundred men, with orders to keep the citizens 
)n fubjedion, and to allow no exercife of religious wor(hip, but 
that of the Holy Catholic Church. Thus princes maintain cove- 
nant with rebel fubjeds, as Catholics keep faith with heretics ! 
In a (hort time after, the Proteflant caufe gaining converts daily, 
and confcquent ftability and power, the Lords of the Congre- 
gation threw off all reftraint, and, no longer overawed, afferted 
their rights in the field. The Queen had once more recourfe to 
negociation, but in vain. Weakened in her refources, affailed 
on all (ides, deferted by many of her leaders, who had com- 
bined againft her; flic faw, in the bitternefs of difappointed 
ambition, the whole region ^between the Forth and the Tay, 
Perth alone excepted, fall into the hands of the rebels. But 
Perth was a place of too much importance to be overlooked in 
this train of conqueft : Accordingly, Argyle^ Lord Rutbvcn^ 
and the Prior of St. Andrews . laid fiege to that city ; which 
capitulated to the Lords of the Congregation on the 26th of 
June 1559. 

In the year 1 644, after the battle of Tibbermuir ♦, gained by 
the gallant Montrofe over the Covenanters^ Perth, of confc- 
quence, fell into the hands of the vidorious highlanders : But 

^ A few milct to the weft of Peitb. 
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in the fummer of the year 1 65 1 , Cromwell laid fiege to this 
city, reduced it, and caufed his army to raife a citadel on the 
South Inch. Shortly after the Reftoration this citadel was de-^ 
molilhed; and very foon, in all probability, its remains will 
totally difappear *• 

, In the year 1 7 1 5, Perth and its environs were the head-quarters 
of the Pretender's. army under the command of Erjkine of Mar ; 
and again, in the year 1 745, after the fuccefs of the young Adven* 
turer Charles Edward Stuart ^ the laft but one of that ill-fated fa^ 
piily, our native race of princes, this town fell into the hands of 
the rebels. William Duke of Cumberland^ having returned after 
his fanguinary operations north of the Spey , to Perth, where he 
fixed for a time his head-quarters ; the magifbrates of the city, 
in teftimony of gratitude and high confideration, gave to the 
conqueror the Earl of Cowrie's houfe, which he foon after- 
wards fold to Government for the purpofe of converting it into 
l)arrack8 for a company of artillery. In addition to this fiation, 
an elegant fuite of barrack?, on the plan lately adopted by minif- 
try, is ereded about a quarter of a mile to the weftward of Perth, 

* Cromwell's citadel (the fite of which flill retains the name of Cromwell's Mount) 
coft the town of Perth much trouble and expence* One hundred and forty families, 
it is faid, were turned out of the houfes which occupied the ground on which the 
fortification was erefted. The furface of the beautiful meadow called the South and 
North Inches, was laid bare for turf to cover the glacis. The remaining walls of the 
convent of Gray Friars ; tomb-iiones ; the ftones of the dwelling-houfes, and garden- 
walls of the diftreffed families ; the flone pillars and abutments of the bridge, then \n 
mins ; the fchool-houfe, which contained apartments for ^he rcftor, doctors, and 
mufic ma(lf r, bcfides 360 fcholars ; the town crofs, and Mary Magdalen's chapel ; in 
(hort» every thing that could be laid hands on, were feized for the purpofe of buOding ' 
the citadel : which confided of a fquare with baftions at each angle ; the whole ilrong* 
ly built, and furroundcd by a deep ditch full of water. Sec Cant's Hiftory of PtrS, 
voL ii* p- 129. - 
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which contain a regular force, f5t for the pttrpofeb liitettded. 
Sucb^ then^ are the memorable tranlk&io&s refptffting ^hh M 
a ifiilitary ftation^ from the eatli^ft atcOUhts to the preJTelit times. 

Among the very few relics of antiquity In Perth^ U the Earl of 
Cowrie's manfion before noticed. It was built in the yeat 1520, 
by the Couniefs of Huntiej"^. This edifice is ihft fame itt ^ich 
our fixth James is faid to have felt th« fearful i^prehenHdifis t$ 
fudden difiblutioh, when he foppofed the laws of h^tMl^aStality 
violated, abd the hand of the aflkifin ratfed agamft tlie Xix^nA. 
life of ^* the Lord's anointed." Much myftery feelUft ftitl t6 »6- 
main on tfaiB pafiage of tmr hiftory. 

In th^ reign of our fixth James there exifted thvtse ItdtVeirre 
fa^Uons, vk. the Catbciksy the Efjfilopai Rtfarmtti^ 4lid the 
Puritanx of the Refcrmed religioH. Tht two former, with views 
dtffiibiltr, yet alike favoorerb of raonarchial goreitifti«6t, fevr 
nothing m «he coni^iiacy <of the hoafe cf iRMbtSk agttii^ ijhe 
houfe of iStitar^^ biit foul treafon and premeditated ifititfd^ t 
idlite the latter, on princi|^ leaning to the £de tf «Bt^(>» 
x^tt^hiai uteaAifes, beheld flhratters in a difierent pc&nt of vi&M' ; 
and whifpering their doubts in fecret, and fneering at the fup* 
pbiitious (si€ts and circumftances as feebly drawn ixp by tfti« 
King abd hh mmifters, threw out hints tending to exonerate 
thdfe on IVbom fufpicidns liad fallen, and to fix odium on the 
Ring and his friends, to whom, it was alleged, the plot of this 
xnyfterious tragedy ^as itnputable. Hence the contradiflory 
aCcbunts of "the Gowrye Confpiracie," as it is generally called 
by Scotifli hiftorians f. 

^ See Sut.'AocYoK %yuL p. g^ 

^ Sec Robertlbxi's Hifiory of Scotland, Amot'9 Crimuud Cafcti and^hcn. 

If 
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* If, in tracing the outliaes of this famous ftory, a judgment can 
be fc^fned by an impartial inquirer at the diftance of two cen<* 
tttries from the memorable event *, the following imp€rfe<^ 
ikctch may fervt to direft his further inveftigations. 

It is unnecefiary to dwell long on the perfon, manners, and 
Habits of the imbecile beir prefumptive and fucceflbr of the ac* 
pliQied Elizabeth. A contemporary author draws his portrait 
tbw : ^ He ^as of a middle flature, more corpulent throghe his 
^^ ck)tbes than in his body^ zet fatt enouch, his clothes ever 
^^ being made large and eade, ye doubletts quiked for fielletta 
^' proofe, his breeches in grate pleits and full fiuffbd. He waa 
*^ oaturalie of a. timorous difpofitione, wlch was ye grateft rea* 
^' foneof his quiked doubletts. His eyes large, and ever roulling 
^ after aoiy ftranger cata in his prefence : ia fo much a$ many, 
^^ for fliamc^ have 1^ the rcome as being out of countenance* 
*^ IJis tieard was very thin ; his toung too large for his mouthe^ 
^* vkh «ver made hkn drinke very uncomlle, as if eating hia 
** drifike, wich cam out isMo ye cup in each fyde cf his mouthe^ 
V' Hit Kkia vas als foft as tafta £u:fnet, wich felt ib, <becauie he 
** Jiever wafltf hisliaads^^nlie rubbM his fingers ends flightly.vith 
'^^ the vett end ^ a mgpkin. His legs wer vxrey weake, having 
^' «had (as was tbqght) fosoe foul play *in his youthe, or rather 
^^ befi^r he was borne t, yet he was not able to fland at ieuea 
*^ zeires of age : that weaknefs made him euir leaning one other 



^ The Eol of Govrie asid kis brocher were Uled k prefence of tbe Sing on the 
54bof Attguft i6oo* 

f AUmliog to the terror his aothevy Mary Queen of Scotij^ ei|>erienced when Di* 
vid Rizaio was murdered tn her .prefence. The Kiag mentione this in his BafiRt^t^ 
ik9ion I **'l that was peviecuted hy the Fnritans there, not feom my birth only, biK 
even fince four months before my birth*** King fuanf^ Wocka^ fialfe^.p* ^6o. 305* 
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** men's flioulders." — ^^ He was werey witty, and had als maney 
** redcy vitty jefts as aney man liuinge, at vich he wold not 
*^ fmyle himfelffe, hot deliuer them in a grave and ferious man- 
*' ner." — ^** He was werey crafty and cunning, in pettey thinges, 
** as the circumveninge any grate man, the change of a favourite, 
** &c. in fo much as a werey wife man was wount to fay, he 
** beleeued him ye wifeft foole in Chriftendome, meaning him 
** wife in fmall things, hot a foole in weighty affaires — ^He was 
** infinitly inclined to peace, hot more out of feare than con- 
*^ fcience ;" — ^** In a word, he was, take him altogether, and not 
in pieces, fuche a King, I wilhe this kingdome have neuer 
any woriFe, one ye conditione not Jtney better : for he liued 
in peace, dyed in peace, and lefte all his kingdome in a peac-^ 
** able conditione, with hes awen motto *• Beati Pacifici *•" 
To this may be added, that James was a believer in aftrology, 
magic, and witchcraft : on thjt latter fubjeft he wrote a book; and 
not unfrequently was prefent on the trial of witches "f* But when 
the accomplifhed Earl of Gowrie is brought on the fame canvas 
with the King thus pourtrayed, the contrail is ftriking indeed. 
yoJbn Rutbven Earl of Gowrie, the perfonage alluded to, fuc- 
cceded his father, who was beheaded at Stirling on the 4th of 
May 1584, in his eftates and dignities, and was foon after 
(A. D. 1589) eleded Provoft of Perth, an office long hercdi- 

• DalzelPs "Fragments of Scotiih Hiftory,"* Appendix^ No. xiv. p. 84. 

•f See Arnolds Criminal Trials.— The annals of Scotland were not difgraced with 
the profecutions againil unfortunate and deflitute old women till rite year J 4799 when. 
It is faidy the firfl capital punifhment for witchcrafc took place (See Pitikerton's Hift. 
of Scot. Tol. i. p. 295.) \ and the laft on record (See Arnot's Criminal Trials) hap<* 
pened fo late as the year 1722. This is truly a humiUating confideration.—^Tfae lawi 
a^ainft witchcraft are ftili unrepcs^ed ! 1 
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tary In the family of Gowrie : butj being^a youth poCeifed of a» 
ardent defire of knoi^ledge, he told the council that he had 
determined to piirfue his ftudies abroad*, and obtained leave for 
that purpofe. Accordingly, on the 6th of Auguft 1594, he took 
his departure, and, travelling through France, arrived at Padua ; 

where he fb much diftinguilhed himfelf that he was honoured 
by the Univerfity of that place with the Keftor's chair, which,. 

il is faid, he filled with fingular approbation. It was not to be 
wondered at, that fo eniightene J a mind eagerly embraced the 
new fpread dodlrines of the Reformation. From Padua, he re- 
moved to the hot-bed of herefy, Geneva, where the celebrated 
Theodore Bteza received him with open arm3. With Betsa our 
young theologian remained, and was hofpitaWy entertained 

for three months. Leaving Geneva, he fet out for Parisy on 

' ' J*. * « • 

his return to his native country. At Paris he was introduced 
to the Englifh . Ambaflador, from whom he obtained letters of 
recommendation to Queen Elizabeth, who, fenfible of his en* 
lightened underftanding and elegance of manners, honoured 
him with marks of high conlideration. Thefe circumftances, to^ 
gether with the zeal which the houfe of Ruthven openly manifeft- 
cd, from the earlieft dawn of the Reformation, in accelerating its- 
advancement and eventual fuccefs, rendered the young Eari an. 
objeft of fufpicion in the eyes of the King and his miniftry; 
Such then, was the poftufe of affairs on- the return of Gowrie^. 
after a fevcn years abfence, on the 20th of M'ay i6oo. On the 
5th of Auguft following, early in the morning, while the King 
was about to huat the flag in the foreft of Faukland*^ where: 

* Withio \ Ihort diftuce of Pcrllu 
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he chiefly refided, he was accofted by Mexander Rutbven *, the 
Earl of Gowrie'a fecond brother^ and earnc(Uy requefted by 
Alexander to accompany him to Perth without delay, on pre- 
tence, as it is faid, of difclofing fome interefting circumftances 
refpe^ling hidden treafure. After the death of the flag, the 
King, attended by a few of his fuite, fet out for Perth, and ar- 
rived there, at an early hour, to dinner. Immediately after 
dinner, the King wifhing to retire, Alexander Ruthven, who, 
it was alleged, at times, was not perfectly in hb fenfes, went 
with him to a fmall apartment in the round tower occupied 
as a ftudy, among the upper chambers of the houfe. Accord- 
ing to the King's own account, there appeared to him a man 
in armour, that had been placed in the ftudy with, an intention 
to affaiUnate him f. The affrighted monarch, with the rapidity 
of thought, marlhalled in his mind the danger to which he wa$ 
thus expofed. The Raid of Rutbven^ as it is called, was an 
event fo recent, and the fatal confequences of that affair fo 
frefh in his memory, that he juftly apprehended his liberty, if 
not his life, to be in the power of the noble perfonage in whofe 
houie he found himfelf ; and whofe father had been brought to the 
block but fixteen years before^ for an offence fomewhat fimilar 

• « 

^ Siacc this article reTpefiing the Gowne cpnipiniey was writtea, a mw iieoty hat 
been popoCed by John Finkcrton, Efq-« in a Diflertation on this fubje6^ prefixed to 
the firft volupic of Laing's Hiftory of Scotland ; wherein Mr. P. infmuatcs, that Anae 
of Demnarky James the fixth's Queen, was (in pkin En^^l^} a wfi-Hre, and Alexander 
JLaibvcfi /t/avoitrktp as weK as tbey^// autior of a defign to fei^e the King^s perfooj 
and fiarce him to abdicate the throne in favour of his fon Prince Henry, during whofe 
Milkority'th^ Queen heril^was to be Regent: Mr. Piakerton afferts hifi '*firm aver- 
fitm to the Scuidikiis CbronicW'^ notwithftandliig ! 

f See the Account publiflied by Authority, Sept. 1 6oo. Sec alfo Moyes^s Memoirs^ 
infcrted from p. 263. Rud£naii^f cdldoB^ t^S5' ^ 

to 
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to the prefent^. Seized ^Ith this but too natural idea^ in thd 
firft paroxyfm of his agonizing fears, the King called aloud from 
the window of the ftudy, " Treafon, treafon ! Fy ! Help, help ? 
theyVe murdering me ;" which fo alarmed all who heard biih^ 
and ran to his afliftance, that, in the uproar and confufion, 
many wounds were given by each party, and the Earl of 
Gowrie and his brother Alexander were both flain in the pre* 
fence of the King. The news of this fad difafler inftantly 
ipread through Perth : the tumult was prodigious ; the citizens 
were clamorous, and it was with the utmoft difficulty that the 
King, favoured by the darknefs of the night, made his efcape, 
amid the imprecations of an enraged multitude, who threatened 
vengeance for the lofs of the chief magiftrate of their city, and- 
the untimely fall of his brother. James, defurous that no blame 
fhould attach on him in this unfortunate affair, infilled ftrenu* 
oufly that an attempt had been made by the Earl and his brother 
on hislife : and it ferved as a fubjed; for public declamation 
and private converfation during the remainder of his reign, 
as a fingular inftance of the immediate interpofition of divine . 
power, to referve the " Lord's anointed " for fome glorious 
end ; which event really was juftified on his afcending the 
imperial throne of Great Britain and Ireland, when he bore, 
the high-founding title of Defender of the Faith f. In 

order 

* William Earl of Gowrie was beheaded at Stirling, on the 4th of May 1584, for 
having detained the King's perfon as he leturned from Athol on the 23d of Auguft 
J 582. This outrage is called "The Raid of Ruthven." To feize the perfon of the 
King was no unufual expedient in the rude policy of the Scotifh nobility : befides the 
inftance juft mentioned, iimilar attempts had been made on James by Francis Stewart, 
Earl of Bothwell, at Falkland and Holyroodhoufe. 

f Bifliop Williams, In his funeral fermon on the death of King James, p. 43, makes 
the following obfcivatioo : ** Not a particular of his life but what was a myftery of the > 

X X Divine 
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order to ilnl^e clamour; dumb, and prevjexit enquiry, re^e&ing 
^his myilerious buiin^fs, an account of it wa^ dra;»rn up ufideic 
the eye of his Majtjfty^ and publifhed^by ajiitkority ^ ; wh^reia 
it i^ made to appear, that, the unfortunate £a^l and bisbrotMc^ 
had intentlops on the i^iQg's Uberty, apd evea hU life. Nay, ta 
Igavc. not the fhadov^r of dqubt, that feemed for a time to hover 
xe/pe^^ng thia foul conipb:a(:y in the.minds:of fbme Puritan fcep- 
tics, James caufed the pulpit to thunder forth its anathemas on 
thoie who queftioi>^d«the fingular interpofition of the King of 
Kings in delivering hiaScotifh Majefty from foul treafon, ^ mur- 
4er,and fudden death/' and, to enforce conviction, he appeared-^ 
to his loving fubje&s in perfbn, feated amidft his nobles, on the 
mark^t^crofs of Edinburgh ; iwhile his chaplain, vs^ith that elo- 
quence which the awful occaGon infpired, developed the whole 
fa£ls. and circumftances to the gazing multitude ; and which 
his Majeffy firom his ownmouth confirmed, fo that none might 
pretend ignorance, or doubt in the truth thus folemnly delivered 
iVl the prefence of Almighty God and the facred perfonage who, 
himfelf, had been the chief a£tor in this tragedy f . Still farther, 

the 



Divine Providence, to keep and preferyc thofe admirable parts for the fettling and 
uniting of fome great empire.'* See note on " A Difcourfe of the unnatural and vile 
Qonfpiracy, &c." p. 22. 

*, Sec '* A Difcourfe of the unnatural and vile Confpiracie attempted by John Earl 
of'^Gowrie and his Brother againft his Majeftie's Perfon, at St. Johniloun, upon the 
5th of Augud 1600." This trad is alfo publifhed, with fome additional notes, in 
Canfs Hiftory of Perth. 

t "The 1 1 of AuguftCj being Monday, the King came over the water. The 
towne (Edin.) with the hail fuburbis, met him upone the fandis of Liethe in armes, 
w^.. grate joy and fchutting of mufkettis and (hakiag of pikes. He went to the kirk 
of JLieth to Mrt Diavid Lindefaye's orifone. Yt« after the tounc of Edin : having 
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the Kmg caufed the dead bodies of the Earl alAd Kis brother to 
be hung on a gibbet, drawn and quartered, and their heads fet 
up on the walls of the prifon * ; moreover, their lands to be dif. 
tributed to his favourites, their titles to be fuppreffed, and the 
ve^ name of Rutbven to be expunged from the books of arms 
and nobility, public deeds and records, and extinguifhed for 
ever. Even fuch of the name of Ruthven as were totally un- 
conneded with the houfe of Gowrie, were ordered to take 
other names ; and thus fuffered a fimilar fate to the profcribed 
clan of the Mac^egorB ; a profcription worthy the worft of 
times, atid A, blUr, among others, in the annals of Scotifh hiftory; 
charafkeriftic of weaknefs, folly, and flagrant ihjullice ; at a 
time too, when the adirsMcement of knowledge ibould have 
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conveneh up to Edin : and (landing at the hei gaitt, his M. paft to the crofiey the crbfi 
being hung wt. tapelbie^ and went up yr. on wt. his nobiHis. Mr. Patrick Gallaway 
being yair, made ane fermone upon the 124 Pfalm ; he declairit the hail circumftancei 
of the treafone propofit by the Earle of Gowrie and his brother, qlk the Ring tefiifiet 
be hes awen mouth, fitting upon the crofTe all the tyme of the fermone.'' See tho 
« Diary of Robert Birrell/' Conftable's edition, edited by Dalzcll» Edin. printed 1798^ 
p. 50,51. 

* << The 28 Auguft, the hail friendes, tutors, and curators, and bairnis, pretending 
any right to the Earldom of Gowrie, fummoned to compcir to the Parliament the firft 
day of November.*'—** The nynth of Odlober, ane proclamation charging all thame of 
the name of Ruthven to pafs out of the countrie, in fpeci^U Alex: father's brother to 
the faid Eaile, arid the faid Earle and his twa brethcrs."— ** The 15 November, being' 
the ryding day of the Parliament, the Earle of Gowrie and his brether and his father's 

bretler, with twa uthers, and he of thair dependers, all forfaulted (outlawed)." —.. 

<*The 1 9tli November, the Earle of Gowrie'and his brother hartet to the gibbet, and 
hangit and quartcrit ; hot yr. after, yair twa heidis fet uponc the heid of the prifone 
houfe, yair to (land quhyll the wind blaw them away«" See Birrcl's Diary, p- 5 1 » 53* 
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checked To wanton a ftretch of power in fupport of arbitrary 
jneafures \ 

A horrible tranfa&ion, fimilar to the preceding, took place 
in the Convent of Blackfriars in Perth, November 1437. Here, 
, indeed, was caufe of public lamentation. James L of Scotland^ 
all agree, was a wife, accomplifhed, magnanimous priace. 
** Happy had he reigned in a kingdom more civilized ! His love 
of peace, of juftice, and of elegance, would have rendered his 
fchemes fuccefsful ; and, inftead of perifliing becaufe he had 
attempted too much, a grateful people would have applauded 
and feconded his efforts to reform and to improve themf." 
But, alas ! he was cut off in this high career, in the flowe? of 
manhood, and in the pride of eftablifhing his claim to that en« 
dearirig title, " Father of his People." 

• * Notwithftanding the prompt and coercive meafures adopted to imprefa the. nation 
with a fenfe of the danger to which the King had been expofed, many of the Prefby- 
terian clergy remained for fome time lukewarm in fupport of a vindication on the part 
of his Majeily and his minifters* An exception defcrving of record was Robert Bruce. 
Neither hope of reward nor fear of punifhment could move him. He did not beh'eve 
in the confpiracy, and he dcch'ned propagating what he did not credit. He waa, in 
confequence, fufpended from the duties of his office^ and driven into baniihment. Hit 
brethren a^ed more prudently, and were fuffered to remain. To put the matter re- 
fpeding this confpiracy beyond all doubt, and to hand down to poftenty an idea of the 
)iappy deliverance of the 5th of Augull, the King commanded that day to be thence* 
forth annually obfcrved as a day of folemn thankfgtving, " with preiching and prayer.** 
On the 5th of Auguft 1614, Bifhop Andrews, in addreiling himfelf to King James, 
obfervcsy *' And fo you ^re found; and they (meaning the late Earl of Gowrie and 
Lis brother), as the children of perdition fhould be> are lo/i. Here are you, and where 
are they ? Gone to their own placif to Judat their brother ; and, as is mod kindly, the 
Jotmes to the father of wicicJnefs, there to be plagued for ever. The fame way may 
they all goe, and to the fame place may they all come, that ihall ever after once oFer 
to do the like.'' Is this charity? 

f See Robertfon's Hiftory of Scotland. 
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The Scotifh hiftory exhibits little elfe than one continued 
ftruggle for power between the king, his nobles, and the clergy. 
The military tenure by which our Barons held their demefnes, 
threw into their hands, by means of having at their command 
a numerous train of villeins, vaflfals, and retainers, a degree of 
independence but ill fuited to regal dignity*. The clergy,. 
€ver mindful of their own interefts, threw themfelves into that 
fcale which: weighed moft to their advantage, whether cad oa 
this (ide or on that, as the King or the nobles preponderated- ia 
die doubtful balance. James equally regarded the welfare of 
his fubje£ts, whether laity or clergy, and dealt impartial juftice 
with a fleady hand. He was at particular pains to make him* 
ielf acquainted with the lives and chara£ters of the clergy, and^ 
the learned men of his kingdom ;, and.failed not to remove thofa 
whom he: deemed diffolute or ignorant j*. During his captivity 
in England, anarchy prevailed in his native dominions ; the 
powerful, lording it over the feeble, fetzed their goods by force 
or fraud, and held them in defiance of the laws of nature and'- 
eftablifhed order:};. His attempting to call to account tranC* 
adions like thefe, coft the ill-fated James his life. The circum-^- 
fiances attending his murder, as related by hiftorians, are fhortly 
thefe# Hearing rumours, of a confpiracy againil his life, .while 
he lay encamped on the right bank of the Tweed at Roxburgh,, 
he fuddenly difbanded his army, and retired to his capital^, 

• When the Scotifh Bttrona were defired-by King Robert ^de- Bruce to fhew the 
charters by which they held their lands, they looked at each other for a moment, and I 
then, as if by a fudden impulfe, firevf their fwords, and Rernly repUed, ** Thefc are our c 
rights and fcharters.** '■ 

f See Guthrie's Hiftory. . 

1 Sce.Buchanan, Prummond^ ILobertfon,.aad others** 
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Perth, where he lodged in the monaftery of Blackfriar^, with hia 
Qoeen and a. few attendants, in the moft private manner. A 
few defperate traitors, among whom was the King^s uncle Walter 
Earl of Atbolj embracing fo favourable an oppottutlity, con« 
certed meafures, and with too fatal fuccefs, for compaffing their 
infernal purpofe. At midnight, the affaifins found means td 
enter the galleiry, and to place themfelves in fecret and filence 
at the King's bed*chamber door, the bolt of which fomehow or 
other bad been removed. It happened, that while the King's 
cup*bearer was paffing through the gallery, he heard the Whim- 
pers of the afiaflins, and gave the alarm^ The Queen, in the 
firft emotions of terror, clung round her confoit for prote^ioii; 
While the ruffians were attempting ta force their way' into the 
chamber, a maid of honour, with a prefence of itiind truly great; 
mifling the bar that ihould have fecured the door, thriift bef 
arm into the aperture, which fnapped in twain as the blood- 
thirfty monfters ruihed in to perpetrate the deed. In difpatchifig 
the King, who fell covered with wounds, his wife received 
feveral ftabs from the poniards of the affaffins. Having com-- 
pleted their fanguinary purpofe, they haftened away; but 
vengeance foon overtook them; and the punifhment due to 
their crimes was inflided in a manner too horrible to relate*.- 
The murder of this moft worthy prince happened in the 44th 
year of his age, A. D. 1437 f. Authors, his cotemporaries, 

^ Sec Dnimmond, Buchanttn, Robcrtfoni and others. 

+ His mangled remains were interred in the Carthuiian monaftery where he often 
refided, and which he had founded in the year 1429^ immediately on his return from 
his captivity in England. This was the only religious houfc that the Carthufians had 
in Scotland. See Spottifwood's Appendix, and Keith's Catalogue^^as formerly quoted. 
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4diaeate tb^ pdffoo* of Jam^a » ^x anij comiely^ mder the 
9)^dd]iA fiiii<;i y^ well ms4e^i athktip, aod manly ^.. He was 
9(|iq[|i]!Rbly iki^Hed in mniic, and ima no mean poet^ at hia 
^* WorJks ** t^ftify, wiioh) JW?e now ia erery one's kands* . But 
bift d^ptb of IcnpwJkdge as a poUtician wu what diftinguiilies 
l}im. above th^ whole race of our Scotifti monarcha.. ^ It was 
the mififortune of James (fays an elegant author)^ that his 
xpaxima.and manners, were too refined for the- age in which he 

It remains now to mention ibme particulars relpe^ting aa 
^or into which, according to the learned and ingenious foun^ 
4er of the Peith. Antiquarian Society f, ourhiftorians have fallen 
with; regard to a remarjcable inundation that is faid to have 
happened in the year i2iio, which defolated Perth and the parts 
adjacent, by meana of its extent and defl:ru£tive courfe, as men- 
tioned' by Fordun, Boece, and Buchanan ; and of late by the 
accurate author of " the Annals of Scotland/' Lord Hailes^ 
It fbould feem, by what the author above alluded to has pro- 
duced in fupport of his opinion if, that Perth is built on the 
fite of the ancient town of that name. Of courfe, what. 
Buchanan and Boethius relate, concerning the ancient city of 
Bertha being deferted at the time of the remarkable inundation 
in 12 10, feems altogether groundlefs. 

• Sec Fordun*8 Scotichron., as continued by Walter Bowmaker, Abbot of Inch- 
cdniy who was himfelf in Perth the night of the king's murder. 

f tuiftituted in the year 1784, it ia faid on a plan of the Rer. James Scott^ feoior 
mjoifter of St. John's Church. 

^ See his account of Ferthi vol, zviii. p. 499^ of Siuchur's Stat. Ace. 
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Peith has more than once experienced the terrible eSe£I:8 of 
Inundation. In the year 1573 *» the bridge over the Tay at 
Perth had three of its arches fwept away by a great rife of that 
river. By a fimilar rife of the Tay on the 14th of January 
158X9 five of the remaining arches fell down: and agsun, on 
the 29th of December 1589, the piers were entirely fwept away. 
Thus the ancient bridge of Perth was demolifhed by thefe over- 
flowings of the river Tay f . By an order of fecret council^ 
dated the 7th of February 15999 ftill preferved among the re- 
cords of the houfe of Pittbevilisy it appears^ that the magiftrates 
of Perth were allowed, on payment of fifty merks Scots yearly, 
to dig {tones out of Pitthevilis quarry for rebuilding the bridge, 
which was pretty far advanced in 1603, and but newly finilhed 
when, in Odober 1621, an inundation, which threatened the 
total deftrudion of the town, entirely demolifhed the bridge, 
and did other damage to the fhipping, &;c:};. The laft inunda- 
tion 

* 20th December. See Cant's Hiftoiy of Perth, toL i. p. 81. f Ibid* 

X It 18 faid that Agricola caufcd a wooden bndge to be thrown acrofs the Tay at 
the place where he pitched his tent, the fpot where Perth now ftands. After the great 
inundation in laiOy King William is faid to have given orders for ereding a ftone 
bridge. There is extant among the records of the abbey of Scone* an order granted 
by King Robert Bnicci dated 4-th July in the year 1329, for digging ftones out of the 
quarries of Kincarochie and Balcormac> for building the bridge of Tay and Em, and 
the church of Perth. See a copy of the original in Cant's notes on Adamfon's Metric 
cal Hiftory of Perth, vol. i. p. 81. This bridge was deflroyed, as above mentioned, 
in the years 15739 Sz, and 89, and rebuilt by an order of council in 15999 byfjohn 
Mylnc, mailer mafon to James VI. For want of money, it feems to have been for a 
confiderable time flopped, as it was but newly finiflied at the time of the great inun- 
dation in 1 62 1. The family of the Mylnes have preferved a fucceffion of architedis in 
it from the days of James III. to the prefent time. Mr. Robert Mylne, the ingenious 
archited of Black- friars bridge, London, is lineally defcended from the fonous builder 
ci Perth bridge. This gentleman was educated at Rome, and obtained the higheft 
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tlon at Perth was in February 1773, after a fcvere froft, which 
lafted from the end of December till the middle of February ; 
when, a thaw coming on, huge fhoals of ice from the mountains 
accumulating in their courfe fo f welled the Tay as to caufe the 
greateft alarm and confternation among the inhabitants. The 
prefent bridge, the liability of which was put fully to the teft, 
withftood the force of the ftream, only an inconfiderable portion 
of the parapet being carried away by the ice. The ftrength 
and liability of this elegant edifice, the maflerly defign of the 
architect of Edylione ligbt-boufe^ the immortal Smeaton^ remain^ 
therefore, no longer doubtful. 

From the year 1 621 till 1774, an interval of above a hundred 
and fifty years, there was no paflage but by boat over the Tay at 
Perth *. The fpiritlefs poverty into which Scotland fell on the 
removal of the feat of government, together with the fubfe- 
quent troubles of revolutions and rebellions, and confequenl 
decline of trade, manufadures, and commerce, are fufiicient to 
account for the apparent negleiSt in rebuilding the bridge which 
now conftitutes the chief ornament of this ancient emporium, the 
•town of -Perth f. When internal tranquillity was reflored, and 

civil 



' prize in the clafa of archlted^urc, in the year 1757 ; an honour the more valuedy as he 
vras the firfl Briton tliat ever gained t^e prize. See Scots Magazine for January, 
i758> vol. XXI. 

• No lefc than thirty ferry-boats were employed on the ferry over the Tay at Perth* 
..prior to the rebuilding of the bridge. '^ Some of thefe boats were. employed occafion- 
ally as L'ghters for vefTek in the river/' See ^tatiftical Accounty vol. xviii. p. 547. 
'/par* KtnnouL 

f Several feeble eifortSy which proved bjit the poverty or inability of thofe who 
{-made themi to accompliih this great public benefiti had been made fioce the period of 
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civil commotions were no longer dreaded, Induftry and inge- 
nuity, exerting their powers, created wealth and abundance ; 
hence it happened, that in the year 1 756 a fubfcription, which was 
opened under the patronage of the late Earl of Kinnoul iox build* 
ing a bridge at Perth over the Tay, was foon filled ; the fundsy 
which amounted to 1 1,2981. 17s. 6d. fterling, were placed in the 
hands of truftees ; and the foundation ftone was laid on the 
13th September 1766. The bridge was finilhed, and the 
workmen paid off on the 13th November 1771 : fi nee which 
period this noble edifice has flood firm and unimpaired. Long 
may it remain, as a lafting monument of genius, experience, 
wealth, and patriotic exertion ! Thus the bridge of Perth exhibits 
an admirable fpecimen of art highly honourable to the talents of 
the ingenious Smeaton, and his able affiftants Gwyn, Morton, 
and Jamifon. Simple and unadorned, it commands the atten- 
tion of the beholder. It confifts of ten arches, through nine 
of which the Tay fweeps its ample tide, in its paffage from the 
Grampians to the German Ocean *. The whole expence of 



the great uiundation 1621. Soon after that diTafter, a fuhfcnptton was opened for 
rebuilding the bridge, to which the king (James VI.) fct his name for ioo,cxx>, and 
xbe Prince of Wales (afterwards Charles 1.) for 10.000, merks Scots! which examples 
were followed by a long lift of the nobility and gentiy of the country. This laudable 
purpofe, however, was th«rarted by the troubles which foon afterward enfued, and was 
not, with fufficlent fpirit, refumed till the tfme above-mentioned, after a lapfc of a 
century and a half* See Cant's Notes, Hift. of Perth, vol. ii. p. 123. 

• The total length of the bridge is 906 feet 9 inches. Its breadth fs conficfered by 
fome perfons as rather too narrow. It is paved on one fide only, for foot paffengcrs ; 
and one row of lamps has been thought fafficient to light it during the night. " Thefc 
latter circumftances (fays an ingenious author) have a one-eared fort of effedl, little to 
the credit of the bridge, and fiich as its general cbarafter has by na means deferved."^ 
See Lctticc*8 Tour, p. 454. 
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building this bridge was 26,446!. 12s. 3d. fterling, gratuities to 
archite£ts and afliftants not included. Of this fum, the deficiency 
of the private fubfcription was fupplied from the funds of the 
annexed eftates, the community of the burgh of Perth, the 
convention of royal burghs, cafual fums received on various 
accounts, and tax duties on tolls levied by a£t of Parliament. 
The duties on the tolls were directed by the iaid aft to ceafe 
when the fum of 1500I. fterling as a free capital flbould be ob- 
tained. The duties coUefted were on carriages, carts, cattle of 
all kinds, and a fmall exaction of one farthing on foot palTengers, 
which latter no longer exifts *. 

The falmon fifhery , as conftituting a valuable branch of trade 
on the river Tay, and particularly at Perth, deferves to be 
noticed. The fifhing commences on the nth of December, 
and ends on the 26th of Auguft. This fifliery is very exten- 
five, and yields between feven and eight thoufand pounds per 
annum, one thoufand of which the town of Perth draws for its 
own fhare f . Since the method of preferving ftlmon in icp was 
communicated to the fiflieries of the Tay, the fifh caught iu the 
fummer tnonths have been packed thus and fent to London ; 
and to the Mediterranean, &c., and what cannot be difpofed of 
in this way are pickled for the market. The communication 
with London is dired, and the paflage Is often performed ia 
fixty hours. Seven fmacks are conftantly employed jn the 
trade ; and they ufually return with liquors, groceries, ^nd other 
goods. The tonnage is from 90 to 100, and fometimes more :j;. 

* «< The tax duties of the tolls gradually increafed from 700L to 863L per aanum.'^ 
See Stat. Ace vol. xviii. p. 548, par. KinnouL 

^ Stat. Ace. voL xviii. p. 5171 par. PertL % Ibid. 
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Tiie Improvement In ^iculture along the whole conrfe of' 
the Tay, but efpecially around Perth, is in a flile of alinoft un* 
tivalled excellence. Within the lafl ten yearsi the value of 
land has rifen to a degree hitherto unparalleled ; and this rapid: 
advance is plainly indicative of vigorous exertion and well* 
diredled knowledge with regard to foil, mode of culture^ and 
management. In a word^ all around Perth feems one rich and 
highly cultivated garden, confifting of the various departments 
df nurfery, orchard, kitchen^garden, com*field, and meadow y. 
every thing meet for rural ornament, a^ well sls for comfbrt,^ 
and convenience *. So that it may with truth be aflerted that 
improvements in agriculture are as high on the banks of the- 
Tay, ^s they are on the rich and cultivated banks of the Tweed;. 
The Carfe of Gowrie, from Perth to Dundee, on both fides of 
the Tay^ is, by way of eminence, called the gclden granary of 
Scotland: for the beft crops of corn, barley, wheat, peafe, beans^. 
turnips, and potatoes, in refpe^ to quantity and quality, . are: 
raifed m this delightful diftri£t of the nonh ; and though renta^ 
are high, and, by fome unaccountable fatality, ftill on the rife,, 
yet the fanner pays his rent^ lays fomewhat by^ and lives com-*- 
forrably. 

Did tSie limits prefcribed to a work oi fb general a na-^ 
ture as the prefent, admit of detail, the natural htftory of the- 
country round Perth woidd furnifk an ample range for obfer-*^ 
vation; but, as entering at large on the fubjeAs comprehended 
ih this department of fcience is inadmifiible ; a few remadcs, and 
but very few, muft fuffice :. referrmg the reader for more par- 

^ The foS 18 partly loam and partly clay. Where fuch a command of dung and. 
lime 18 cafily obtauicd» a? U the cafe of Pertbj the crops muft beabundant and early.. 
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li'cular defcriptions of the minerals in the immediate Ticinity of 
Perth^ to an ingemous workj lately publifhed, and now tranflated 
mto Englifli, namely, the " Travels of B* Faujus Saint Fond, , 
Member of the National Inftitute of France ;" in which much 
valuable information rdpe^ing the mineralogy of Scotland isto^ 
be found* 

The hills intheneigfabourhoodof Perthare richin officinal herbs -^ 
and minerals ; moreefpecially the heights of Kinnoul andKin&un's. . 
On the right bank of the Tay, nearly oppollte to thefe, the hills of 
JWoncrief and Mordun poffefs many rare plants mentioned by* 
Sir Robert Sibbald *, and by Whitefoot in his Flora Scotica» 
Kinnoul heights are remarkable for minwalogical produdions;. 
but there are to be found on the fummits of the hiUSj and 
among the craggy crevices, creeping in wiWluKuriance, feveral^ 
botanical plants, fome of which are rare^ fuch as cat*mint, vine- 
garlick, filver cinquefoil; rock-fpeedwell, &c. ; others lefs rare,, 
fuch as fpleen-wort, lady's-thiftle, agrimony, hore-houiid, fos>* 
glove, leffer-centaury, mountain^fiax, wild-thyme, wild-carrot,. 
&c. On the Mordun and Moncrief hills are dwarf elder, Icfler 
celandine, and a vaft variety of other herbs and wild flowers, . 
Efficient to allure and gratify the tafte of the botantft to his * 

ntmoft wifhes. 

There are few quadrupeds on the hills of Kinnoul worthy of 
particular notice. Foxes and weazels, which are in abundance^, 
and pole-catSj ftill continue to commit depredations on the iheep 
and poultry of the neighbouring farms. Kites, and hawks of 
various kinds^ ravens, and hooded trrows, build their nefts in the: 
xugged face of the rocks j and their airy flights al6ng the gloomy. 

f FiJi*^ Pxodiosu Natunlis Hiftoris ScotiacV Edioburgi 17 ro« 

j^recipicea- 



3jd PERTH. 

precipices give an afpeA of peculiar wildnefs, while their Uar{h 
notes, mingling in difcordant cadence, imprefs the imagination 
v^ith correfpond^it feelings, of fublimity and awe. 

But what chiefly claims the attention of the naturalift in the 
^elevated region of Kinnoul, is its volcanic appearance. St. Fond^ 
who made a furvey of Kinnoul, colle<f^ed twenty Ipecimens 
of the volcanic productions of this place, the defcriptions of 
which are diftind and accurate. They confift chiefly of bafaltic 
and porpyhric lava of various form and colour } and of beautiful 
ipecimens of calcareous fpar and agates^ iatermixed w^th fteatites 
infinitely varied in rich and delicate hues, and fiudded with 
Tparkling cryftals in prifmatic and rhomboidal laminae *• The 
lapidary may find among the hills of Kinnoul a rich and in- 
€xhauflible fund of agate, onyx, and cornelian pebbles fit for 
ornameijit and art, as well as for the cabinet pf the curious f. 

** One obfenration which St. Fondmakesi when mentioning that beds of porphyric 
kva moulder into gravely deferves particular attention. << If (fays he) this graydly 
lava were pounded in the iaane way a$ lava or traif by means .of ftamping-mills like 
thofe ufed in Holland in the neighbourhood of Andernachi it would afford an excel- 
cellent cement for building under water. 

f " A very extraordinary agate (fays Cant) I faw digged out in 1746, for which 
a lapidary and feal cutter offered ten guineas when it was poliihed. It reprefented aa 
old man's head with a Roman nofe, two fmall eyes, and a grizzled beard. J had 
in my cuttody another (continues he), which reprefented the lively e£Bigie8 of a fow, 
which was prcfcntcd to fin officer of the army." See Cant's 'Notes on the Mufcs 
Threnodie, vol. i. p. 150. 

A lapidary refident in Kelfo (banks of the Tweed) Is in the habit of vifiting the 
neighbourhood of Kinnoul hill, for the purpofe of procuring pebbles, cornelians, &c. 
from thofe employed in picking fhcm up after heavy rains, and intenfe frofts. It 
frequently happens, that one. perfon, in the courfe of a few months, will accumulate 
/rom eight to ten guineas worth of pebbles for the lapidary, who works them up for 
orders fent from LondoDj Edinburghi and other great towns through the united 
Jungdom^ 
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. An extetifive foreft of oak-timber, ftretchmg toward the north 
at the back of the Kinnoul and Kinfaun's hills, is faid to have 
yielded abundantly for the purpofes of building to the inhabi- 
tants of Perth. The great beams of St. John^s Church (which 
was ere£ted about four hundred years ago) were taken fron^ 
this foreft *. This tra(9: is likely once more to become a thriv- 
ing plantation. The fpirit and induftry of its owners, Sir 
Stewart Threipland, Lord Grey, and the Earl of Kinnoul,. 
have converted this dreary wafte, by nature predifpofed to the 
vegetation of fruit-trees, from a ftate of fterility into its prefent 
vigorous and promifing afpedfc. 

There are certain proofs that wooda extended round Perth ia 
every direQ:ion, in which deer and roes were abundant. The 
natural woods of Methven, Lethendy, and other parts on the 
Tay and the Almond, ftill afford their periodical cuttings* The 
town's muir was planted with firs, birches, &c. in the year 
iyi3, and it now exhibits a thriving appearance. An order of 
Council is extant for employing men to difcover coal in the 
common muir; and another, dated the 14th of May 1688, 
ordering the town's treafurer, Patrick Rpbertfon, "to beftow 
" upon Alexander Steel a thoufand merks Scots, to defray ex- 
•* pences in finding out coal in the town's muirf.'^ 

Having thus touched lightly on the natural hiftory of the 
country round Perth, we are next led to contemplate with the 
eye of a painter the fublime, the beautiful, and the pidiurefque,, 
from the various ftations which beft command the objeds. But, 
before leaving the craggy fteeps of Kinnoul, we may take a 

♦ See Cant's Notes, 6cc. 

f See Cant's Notes ; Adamfgn's Met. Hift. of Perth, yoI. iL p. 150. 
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Then merriUe we leanche into the deep^ 

Phcebus meanwhile awaken'd rofe from fleep^ 

At his appointed houre, the plea£aint morning 

With gilded beames the criftall ftreams adorning: 

The pearled dew on tender grafs did hing, « t 

And heavenly quires of birds did fweetly fing : 

Down by the fweet South Incbe we Aiding go^ 

Ten thoufand dangling diamonds did ihew 

The radiant repercufCon of Sol's rayes» 

And fpreading flowers did look like Argus' eyes. 

Thus Adamfoti * defcribes a limilar excurfion f . 

As we glide gently down the Tay, we pafs between the South 
Inch, a fine level lawn, planted with trees that form a (haded 
walk, and an ifland that divides the river into two branches, 
called the Willow^gate and the Fair-^way : the latter channel is 
that through which fhips of burthen pafs to and from Perth j 
the former is for boats and fmall craft only. As we move 
along the efFedt is truly charming. The fcenery and objeds 
conneded with it feem, as it were, to approach and retire in fuc- 
ceffion* The fcenes open and clofe as if by enchantment. On ei- 
ther hand, the hills tower aloft,but chiefly, fupereminent, Kinnoul, 
with his dark lowering front, hangs over our heads with threaten* 
ing afped. When we have cleared the promontory formed by 
the fouth-eaft ftioulder of Kinnoul hill, the country opens in a 
wide expanfe, through which the river makes a noble appear- 
ance. We may prolong our voyage, and vifit the ruins of the 

* See mention made of this young poet in Campbell's Introduction to the Hiltory 
of Poetry in Scotland. 

^ See Mufcs' Threnodic; vol. u p. 148. 

caflles 
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caftles of Kinnoul*, Kinfaunsf, Balthayock J, Elcho §, and the 
Nunnery of Elcho || . Thefe remains of antiquity may afford 

* Klnnouly fo famous in the days of old. 
Where flood a caflle and a ftately hold 
Of great antiquity by brink of Tay, 

Mufes* TbretukEff vol. i. p* 151. 
Scarcely a veftige of this ancient cafUe remains. Here, Boethius fays, James I. paid a 
vifit to a Lady upwards of an hundred years old, with whom he entered into converfa* 
tion on the tran&fUons of Wallace and Bruce and five of the king's predeceflbrs. See 
Cant's Notes, ibid» 

f to boat again we go. 

And down the river fmoothly do we row. 

Near by Kinfaun'sf which fiunous Longevil 

Sometime did hold. Ibid. 

Kinfaun's cadle " was the refidence of Thomas a LongueviUe, who came frtm France 

^ with Wallace. The defcendants of this celebrated Frenchman appear frequently 

^< as chief magiftrates of Perth." See Cant's Lift in his notes (vol. ii. fafflm) on Mufet'' 

Thren. 

j: On th' other fide we look into Balttayocl, 

Where many peacock call upon his mayock. Ibid. 

By what remains of the cafUe of Balthayockit appears to have been a place of confi* 

derable flrength. It is fuppofcd to have belonged to the order of Knights-Templan. 

$ on the other hand 

Ekho and Elcho park, where Wallace hannted, 
A fure refuge, where £ngh*(hmen he daunted. Ibid. 
The ruins of Elcho ca&le have a noble appearance when feen from the river, on -^ 
fouth fide of which they are fituated. The hiUs on the north fide of the Tay, and a 
fmall ifland called Shepkfs IJle^ combine charmingly in this profped, which is termi* 
jiated by a bold and lofty diftance foftened in aerial perfpe&ive. 

II And Elcbo nunree^ where the holy fifters 

Supplyed were by the Fratrts in their mifters. Ibid* 
<• Elchow, or Elq^how (fays Spotifwood) in Sirathernt upon the water of Tay (a 
<< convent of Ciftercian Nuns), wa<> founded upon a fpot.of ground which belonged 
.«< to J^unfermlingy 'by David Lindfay of Glenerk and his mother. Madoch Earl of 
<* Strathem gave the lands of Kinnaird in Fyfe to this nunnery, which were afterwards 
** fucd out to Alexander Lefly, by Magdalen, priorcfs of this place. At prefent it 
<< gives the title of Lord to U^e eldeft fon pf the earl of Wemyfs.'^ Stt Appendix to 
Keith's CataL p. aSj. 

Zz 2 con«« 
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contemplation to* the philofopher, ipeculation to the antiquary^ 
UBd interefti&g [vb}e€tB for the pencil to the painter. 

But in order to enjoy the profpefl:, varied and extenfive^ ia 
the neighbourhood of Perth, one of the fincft ftations, undoubt- 
edly, is the fummit of Moredun^U^ which the traveller ought 
to afcend when the horizon is unclouded, and the weather 
is ferene and calm. Here, then, let us take our ftation. Look- 
ing toward the eaft, the whole Carfe of Gowrie is within eye- 
range. The conflux of the rivers Erin and Tay forms a grand 
objed ; and thus united, as they approach the German ocean 
ipread into a grand eftuary, on either fide of which, when pro- 
perly illuminated with a correlpondent breadth of (hade, ham- 
lets, farm-houfes, £iaiily feafts, and villages ; together with the 
town of Dundee in the extreme diftance — an immenie whole— 
cannot fail to ftrike the beholder with wonder and delight. 
Looking toward the weft, the extenfive valley diStratbern opens 
to the view : the Ochil hills, and behind them the Grampian 
mountains towering in fuUen grandeur bound the profpefl:. 
Looking toward the north, Stratbmore^ ftretching as far as the 
eye can difcern, prefents an expanfe truly magnificent. Thirty 
miles of this vaft plain is feen at one glance ; on either fide of 
Vhich the Sidlaw hills and the Grampians run parallel, and 
bound it on the eaft and on the weft. Among the Sidlaw hills, 
Dunjinnan^ Xh^ proud eminence on which Macbeth bade de- 
fiance to fate, is diftinClly feen on the right *. In whatever 
dire^ion we turn, to vary the profped, all is fo rich, vaft, and 

magni- 

* — where prond Macbeth, 
^ Who to the fiin'cj* did his foul bequeath. 

His caftlc mounted on Dunfmnan liill, 
* Caufing the xnighticll peer obey hid will. 

• Mufes^ Tbrcnodifi vol. i. p. i8i» 

The 
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xnagmficent) as to Imprefe the miad with Ideas o£ ritblhnlty and 
beauty, truly fuch, in the fulLeft fenfe of thofe vrovd^ as applied 
to fcenery on its graadeft fcale. 



iW«fc*ii^i"i««**W^— "^W^**^ 



The pariihcc of St. Martin's aod Collace, in the aear aeigfabourhood of Pertly con* 
tain the claific ground on which this celebrated tyrant a6^ed part of the r^al drama 
which the magic pen of our immortal bard, Shakfpeare» has rendered fo interefiing. 
The traditional hiftory reipe6Ung Macbeth is ftill curvent in this part of the oountry, 
and was pretty accurately taken down by Sir Jolm Sinckiry when be vifited Perth* 
(hire, in 1772. (See Stat. Ace. vol. xx. p. 242.) The purport of the tradition is^ 
that Macbeth, after he had made his way to the Scottifli throne^ lived for many years 
at a place in the parifh of St. Martin's, a few sides to the north of Perth, called Cam* 
ietif or Cartibeddte^ where the veftiges of his Tefideoce are yet to be feen. Not far 
from this place lived two women in high reputation as witcfa^ the one in the parifh 
ef CoUace, and the other near Dunfinnan-houfe, at a place called the Cape ; to whom 
Macbeth applied for knowledge refpe£Ung his condn6iflAd future fortone. The moor 
(which is now planted by Mr. M'Dxuiald, the proprietor, ) is pointed out to the e0« 
quiring ftranger, where the witches, meeting the tyrant, exclaimed, ** AH hail, Mac- 
*< beth! Hail, Thane of Glamis,** &c. ; and a Hone called 7he wiichesjhneh alfa 
ihewn. Macbeth, it is £ud, built a foitrefs on the fnmiuit of a neighbouring hill, ^iom 
known by the 'name,i)vJ3i'r;2fla», (or, as an ihe Gaelic language, Dm-fi(mgan% i- e. D^n^ 
fort, feangatiy ant, or emmet j literally, Fort Emnut^) to which he betqpk himfelC 
fecure, as he thouglK, from all danger. The ^uation of Danfinnan k ftfong by |ia« 
turc, and he is faid to have rendered it impregnabk by lut* The hfilt U kfBbtiedi ^ep 
on aU fides, and difficult of accefs. 

** Up to Dunfinnan's top then did we climb, 

** With panting hearty weak loins, and wearied limme.''' 

Mufii* ThrwodtCt vol. !. p. fjf^,- 
The areaf on which Macbeth's cafUe flood on this eminence is one hundred and fixty- 
cight yards in length by one hundred in breadth near the eaftern, and fifty-five near the 
weilern extremity. Its foundations, fo £ar as can be difcerned, CKhibit two concen^ie 
circles, fomewhat elliptiraL There feems to have been a foffe facing the northpeaftt * 
joined to the rampart, and an efplanadc, facing the fouth-eaft, en compared with an outer 
'wall, joined to the rampart likewiTc. See Stat. Ace. vol. xx. p. 246. par. Collace, 

The preceding account of Macbeth and the Weird Sifters the clafiical jreader will find 
at variance with Buchanan and Boethius, and others who have foHowed -them. 

•f- " Several years ago (fays the author of the Stat, Ace.) feme gentlemen, in digging a pic near the 
middle of the area, difcov^red pieces of thebones of animals, brick, and burnt corn. At a remote period 
this was, no doubt, one of the (tatms .wiwa«c ^qaUf on my alirn^ wne4QiKlfi by fir«." 

Should 
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Should the traveller remain a few days at Perth for the pur- 
pofe of making excurfions, to examine the furrounding fcenery, 
and the relics of antiquity in its immediate neighbourhood, let 
iiim not negled: vidting the pleafant banks of the Almond ; on 
which^ at a fmall diftance from the ancient feat of the Grays of 
Lednoch, are the graves oiBeJ/ie Bell and Mary Gray *, two cele- 
brated beauties of the iixteenth century, whofe charms live in 
the well known Scottifli fong beginning 

«* O Bcfly Bell and Mary Gray, 
They war twa bonny lafTes; 
They bigget a bower on yon Bum-brae» 
And thicket it o'er wi' rafhes," &c. 

The common tradition refpeding thefe celebrated beauties is 
the following : In the year x 666, when the plague raged uni« 
verfally, the ladies above mentioned, retiring into folitude to 
avoid infection, built^ on a fmall ftreamlet tributary to the Al- 
Tnond, in a fequeftered comer called Burn-hraCy a bower, and 
lived in it together ; till a young man whom they both tenderly 
loved communicated to them the fatal contagion of which they 
foon after died. The ancient family of Lednoch has been long 
extind, and the family eftate lay for a confiderable time 
negleded; till Major George Auguftus Barry, of the 50th 
regiment of foot, made a purchafe of it, and greatly improved 
it both in point of agriculture and rural ornament. *' Mr, Barry 
** (fays Cant) has demonftrated what improvements may be made 
" on pure nature ; he has exhibited to view many beautiful and 
*• pifturefque fcenes, which were never thought to be there. 
** Inflead of an impenetrable foreft of brufh-wood on the bank 

* BelTy Bell was daughter of Bell of Kinnalrd, and Mary Gray was daughter of 
^e Laird of Lednoch.— -See Cant's Hift. of Perth, p. ly* 

**of 
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" of the river, in view of L^dnoch^houfe^ we fee with pleafure 
** that wildernefs adorned with plantations of ufeful and beau-* 
^' tiful trees. Inilead of uncultivated fields covered with heath, 
** broom, noxious weeds, and ftones, we behold extenfive 
*• lawns, rich corn fields, and large parks of grafs. Inftead of 
" a defpicable country kail-yard^ we are prefented with the fight 
^' of an elegant garden and orchard laid out in true tafle, flocked 
•* with variety of ufeful plants and excellent fruit-trees *." This 
fweet fpot, however, unlefs the prefent owner, Mr. Graham of 
Balgowan, with that fpirited exertion in agriculture and rural 
economy which dillinguifhed him ere the ploughfliare and 
pruning- knife were converted into the carabine and fabre, re« 
ftore its wonted charms, mud once more become a wiidernefs 
of unprofitable luxuriance and rude nature. 

The next place deferving of a vifit is Rutbven cajiky or, as it 
is now called, Hnntingtower^ the refidence of the unfortunate 
family of Gowrie. All around this ancient edifice has an air of 
folemn grandeur, fomewhat formal and gloomy. The avenues 
leading to it are in ilraight lines formed of tall and aged trees^ 
agreeably to the tafte of the times in which they were planted. 
Two pafTages of hiftory are conneded with Ruthven caftle, the 
one traditional, and the other well known by a tranfadion 
which took place in the year 1582, denominated by our 
Scottifh hiftorians " The Raid of Rutbven. The former piece 
of hiftory carries with it an air of the marvellous ; and is fhortly 
as follows : Ruthven houfe confifts of two fquare towers, joined 
now by lefs elevated buildings. The interval between the towers 
is called " The Maidens leap^ from, as it is faid, a daughter of 
the firft Earl of Gowrie having, in the fear of difcovery, leaped 

* Cant's Notes on Adamfoa's Met. Hift. of Penh, toL i. p. 19. 

from 
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from the top erf* the one tower to the top of the other, a (pace 
of more than three yards, over a chafm fixty feet in depth; 
This young lady, according to report, was tenderly beloved by 
a youth, her inferior in rank and fortune : yet love, that knows 
no diftindion but the charms it pants after, and is covetous of 
nothing fave the dcfigned objedl, induced her to contrive 
means for entertaining her lover in the full enjoyment of mutual 
afie^ion. It happened, however, ^at our lovers were fufpeft- 
cd, and eventually betrayed. Little dreading the embarraflraent 
of an unpropitious difcovery, one night, as they lay fecure, as 
Aey thought, in each other's arms, the blufliing maid, hearing 
ber mother's footfteps as fhe afcended the flair, with a prefencc 
cf mind and refoludon fcarcely credible, fprang from her lover's 
arms, flc;w with the fwiftnefs of a dove acrofs the leads of the 
tower, darted from the battlements of the one tower to thofe of 
&e other, and ftole foftly and unperceived into her own apart* 
ment. The furprife, fhame, and agreeable difappointment of 
the mother when fhe perceived the error into which fhe had 
been led, can be eafiet conceived than defcribed. Haflening to 
hte daughter's bed-chamber, fhe found her, to appearance, 
locked fad in the arms of fleep ! An experiment of the kind 
jufl related was not to be repeated by the enamoured fair one, 
nor could the lovers live feparate. They eloped, and were 
married : and next night pafTed, free from apprehenfion, in the 
full confummation of their mutual defires. 

^ The Raid of Rutbven^^ fo called from the circumflance of 
James VI. (on his return from Athol,) being invited by William 
Earl of Gowrie to enjoy his favourite amufement huntiii^, 
makes a diftinguifhed era in the hiflory of the reign of that 
monarch. James, finding himfelf encompafTed in a manner he 

10 leafl 
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kaft ^xpeSed, and alarmed at the number of ftrangers that he 
obferved around him, having in Kis own train a force inadequate 
to any fudden emergency, had recourfe to prudence ; and, con- 
cealing his apprehenfion, with an eafy air of chearfulnefs and 
gaiety he talked of nothing but hunting and fubjeds conne<3;e(f 

with the pleafures of the field ; thinking, by thefe means, ta 

• • • • 

elude any defign of feizing his perfon, and to embrace the firft 
favourable moment for making his efcape. The bufinefs of the 
next day being agreed on, the King, early in the morning, as 
lie was about to rife, to his amazement found his bed-chamber 

T • • • • 

filled with the nobles who were in the ftcret of his detention at 
Ruthven caftle. The aftonifhed monarch demanded the reafoa 
of this intrufion ; when the nobles in a body prefented a me- 
morial, wherein were contained remonftrances. againft certain 
sieged illegal and opprefiive aftions of the Duke of Lennox 
and the Ead of Arran, two of the King's intimate friends and 
known advifers*. * The malk thus thrown off by the confpira-' 
tors, did not induce his majefly to aft equally open : on the 
contrary, he feemed to ponder thefe weighty affairs in his mind, 
and, with* well- feigned condefcenfion,exprefled a defire to pro- 
ceed immediately to Edinburgh ; but, on being rudely flopped 
by the " Maijler of Glamisj^ the timid James burft into tears* 
*• Better children weep f , tbaji bearded metiy^ faid Glamis, with 
a fierce look and audacious tone ; which words thrilled through 
the heart 'of the trembling monarch, who felt himfelf humbled 

w 

in the duft. Without regard to his weaknefs, and intent on 
their purpofe, the rebel Ibrds difmiOed, without further ceremony, 

< 

fuch of his train as entered not into their views, and by all the 
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* See Mdvill'fi Memoirs, p. 240, 241* 

.f The King at this time was only a lad of fifteen* 

3 A winning 
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wiamng arts peculiar to courtiers they ftrove to reconcile the 
King to his fplendid captivity ; in this they fucceeded^ fo far aa 
to procure pardon for thetnfelves, and James's faudion to thq 
meafures which they vigoroufly adopted in purfuit of the great 
objedt of their enterprize^ — the eftablifhment of the Reformed 
Religion *. 

Qut the King's captivity was not of long continuance. On 
his arrival in Edinburgh, ^* the folemnity of his reception was 
^ charaderiilic of the manners of the times. He was met by 
** the miniftera of E^dinburgh* The whole proceflion walked 
^ up the ftreets finging a pfalm expreifive of their critical efcape 
^' from dapger, and the great deliverance they had obtained by 
^^ the captivity and fubjedion of the King. The news of James's 
*' confinement fpread all over Europe ; they even pierced the 
^*. wall^ of her prifbn, and reached the ears of the unfortunate 
*'► Mary, v^bofe, maternal feelings they extremely agitated •}•.'* 
Meantime, Lennox, a Frenchman by birth, was baniQied, and 
fpon aftei: retired to his native country, where he died. Arran 
wa$. forbidden to appear at court. However, after being in 
this fts^te of bondage, about ten months, James found means to 
efcape, 9pA threw himfelf into the hands of his former friends, 
with whom he aded in concert ; and Gowrie, by the intrigues 
of Airran, was foon after led to the fcaffold. The latter, in his: 
turn,, after a feries of crimes, fell a facrifice to the refentment of 
James Douglafs of Parkhead, who flew the degraded Arran in 
revenge of his uncle the Earl of Morton's death. Thus we have 
exhibited the rude manners of the times, when fadion ruined 
fadtion, and a conilant ftruggle fubfifted between the Popiih 

* Spottifwood's Hift. p. 320. Robertfon's HUL T9L iL p« 95. 
t Arnot'e Hift. of Edin. p. 379 38. 

lords 
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lords and the Proteflant nobility, between the Clergy of the Re-* 
formed Church and the Proteftant King : the crown claiming 
the fupremacy in all cafes fpiritual as well as temporal ; and the 
clergy ftrenuoufly afferting, that King JefuSy and not King 
yames^ (nor any other earthly prince, confidently with the word 
of God,y was head of the church in all things fpiritual *, if not 
temporal. 

The hall is ftill (hewn where James and his nobles were en- 
tertained during his ftay at Ruthven caftle ; but, " fuch is the 
•* change in the circumftanccs of the place, concurring with the 
^ genius of the times, that the fame caftle, in which the proud 
^' and powerful baron once confined his King as a prifoner, is 
" now quietly occupied by a colony of calico-printers f." This 
colony yNZS eftabliflxed here in the year 1792, under the firm of 
Youngs Rofs^ Ricbardfofij and Caw. The annual expenditure 
in workmen's wages is about three thoufand fix hundred pounds* 
Thirty hands are ufually employed about each table and prefs^ 
the printers being allowed from fifteen {hillings to one guinea 
per week. The ftaple manufafture of the country around 
Perth is well adapted for the purpofe of printing ; and the Lon- 
don market being always open, and the conveyance thither direct, 
regular, fpeedy, and conyenient, every encouragement is held 
out to fpirited exertion, ingenuity, induftry, and enterprife* 

A canal, or mill lead, which interfeds Huntingtower*haugh, 
a pretty extenfive meadow, was at a remote period branched off 

* StiH fo mutb of the ancient ipirit of ind^ndence is kept up in the General Af« 
fembly of the kirk of Scotbnd, that, as foon as his Majefty's CommiiBoner diifolvetf \ 
the meeting in the King's name, the Moderator rifes and difmifles the aflemUy in the 
name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, fupremc head of the Church. 

f Stat. Account, voL xvii. p. 647. 

3 A a from 
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human inteHed, and thofe elegant and iifeful arts beft adapted 
to the comforts and enjoyments of focial life. Imprefled with 
confiderations like thefe, and aware of the gteat expence and 
the time neceflariiy confumed in the courfe ufually run over in 
an univerfity education, aa well as of the fuccefs and benefit 
attending private academies as then eftabliflied in the fifter 
kingdom, the late Mr. John Bonar, one of the minifters 
of St. John's church, in confequence of certain refolutions 
entered into, on the 24th of Sept. 1760, by the town council 
of Perth, drew up a memorial, in which he exhibited a iketch 
of the plan on which the prefent academy was foon after found- 
ed ; and fmce, fimilar inftitutions have been eilabliihed in almoll 
^vefy great town in North Britain*. In purfuance of this 
laudable undertaking, the magiftrates and town council of Perth, 
with a liberality chara£teri(lic of the genuine fpirit of enteiprize, 
and a proper regard for the good of their fellow citizens, caufed 
a commodious fuite of apartments to be built for the reception of 
the mafters and ftudents of the academy ; and a fubfcriptibn 
was entered into for the purpofe of eftablifliing a fund to fupply 
fuch apparatus for experimental philofophy and natural hiftory 
as might be required. The late Duke of Atholl was pleafed to 
give countenance to this infant feminary, and, in prodf of the 
cordial intereft that he felt for its future fuccefs, accepted of the 
honorary dignity of Redlor for the year 1761. The magi£^ 
trates, who, while the building was getting forward, had been 
affiduous in looking about for able mailers of approved conduift, 

• TheTcrth academy is alfo patrpnizcd by the town council, and is provided with 
four teachers for the farious departments of the mathematics, natural philofophy, com- 
-jncrcial purfuits, belles lettres, drawing, and the French language. 

invited 
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invited Mr, John Mair af the town of Ayr, well known for hia 
fjiftem of bodc-keeping and arithmetic, to Perth ; and fixed him 
as mafter of the academy, with a falary of fifty pounds pet 
amoum $ foQn after they made choice of John Tait, M* D. as • 
Mair's colleague in eondu£king the bufinefs of the academy^, 
afllgning him the fame falary as the latter. In the year 1763,. 
Dr. Tait refigning his office, Mr. Mair continued to teach the 
various branches taught conjointly, till his death, which hap-- 
pened in 1769. Mr. Mair was fucceeded by Dr. Robert Hamil- 
ton, now of Aberdeen * j whofe affiilant was Mr. George • 
M^Naught ; and in order to render the defign of tins inftitu* 
tion more complete,, the elegant departments of dtawing and: 
the French language were added* Mr. Archibald Rutherford^ . 
fittce deceafed, and Mr. Duncan M^Gregor^ were chofen as 
teachers, and had falaries appointed- them by the town coundL 
The former of thefc gentlemen is fucceeded by Mr. ■ ■ M*Qmic» , 
who^ in addition to die various leading branches of the matfaema^ 
tics, teaches drawing : Mr. McGregor iliU contimies to teach the 
French language, and, though confiderably advanced in years^^, 
has with his long experience increafed his profeffional reputa-* 
tion. Mn Gibfon, the prefent reftor, is a gentleman every way. 
qualified for the difcharge of the important duty affigned hinu 

The jintiquarian Society of Perth was founded the 16th of De- 
cember 1784. Mr. Jamoa Scott, fen, Minifter of St. John's 
Church, it is faid, greatly contributed to its eftablifhment and* 
fubfequent advancement. But although this fodety pofleffes a 
coUeAion of books, ancient MSS., original efiays, cmqs, medals,. 

• Well known in the literary world for his learned notes on the works of Lord 
Monboddo, a TrcntiCe ia Pra£Ucal Maitheinatics, &c. 

1 fubjcd? 
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fubjeds of natural hiftory, and other materials fuitable to its 
original defign, it has not yet been deemed neceffary to pub- 
lifli any of its tranfadtions *. 

The principal taverns, hotels, and cofFee-houfes in Perth are 
regularly fupplied with the London and provincial news-papers 
and literary journals. The fine arts advarrce apace. Print-ihops, 
mufic-^fliops, and bookfellers fhops, appear in almoft every 
ftreet. Of. the latter, many carry on trade to a confiderable ex- 
tent ; and not a few keep circulating libraries. 

Thdfe improvements are highly chara^eriftic of the times; 
and the inhabitants of Perth are rapidly on the advance in re- 
linement of manners and the elegant blandifhments of fafhion- 
able fociety. It may afford matter of curious information to 
exhibit a trait of the inhabitants of this city two huadred years 
a^, in contraft with the manners of thofe of the prefent day. 
Soon after the Reformation, when profane dramas were publicly 
reprefented, it appears from a record, dated Jtme 3d5 1589, that 
there were a company of comedians then at Perth, who found 
it neceffary to apply to the confiftory for a licence to perform 
plays ; as an a£t of Affembly had paffcd in the year 1574-5, 
prohibiting the people, under pain of church cenfure, from re- 
forting to fuch profane exhibitions f. The words of the record 
are as follow: "Perth, June 3d, 1589. The minifters and 
** elders give licence* to plai the plai, with conditions that no 

fwearing, banning, nor onie fcurility fall be fpoken, which 

would be a fcandal to our religion which we profefs, and for 
"an evil example unto others. Alfwa that nothing fall bo 

• Stat, Ace. vol. xviii. p. 538. 

-j- Campbell's Introduftion to the Hiftory of Poetry m Scotland) p. 353. 
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" added to what is in the regifter of the plai itfelf. If any one 
who plais fal do in the contrarie, he fal be wardit and make 
his public repentance {}*e. be imprifoned, and afterwards 
^* appear in church, to be rebuked in the public place of repent- 
V ance) *. The clergy of the prefent day, who ftill view the 
ftage through optics that greatly magnify the danger arifing 
from its immoral tendency, are lefs rigid in their conduct to- 
wards it ; and players occafionally, in their peregrinations 
through the north, remain in Perth for a confiderable length 
of time ; a proof of their being kindly entertained, encouraged, 
and rewarded. 

It is faid, " that the manners of the people, till long after the 
reformation of religion, were exceedingly licentious f " in Perth. 
Church-difcipline, however, feems to have checked that degree 
of unreftrained indulgence, imbibed, no doubt, by the laity 
from the evil example which the clergy of the religious houfes, 
formerly fo numerous in that city, exhibited in their diflblute 
and hypocritical lives; " Now I fee that God's judgments are 
" juft," faid an aged matron when beholding the palace and 
abbey of Scone on fire, (27th June 1599,) " ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^"^ ^^ 
" able to fave, where he will punifli. This place, fince I re- 
*' member, hath been nothing bu4||^ den of whoremongers : it 
*' is incredible how many wives have been adulterated, and 

* James VI, on the 8th of November 1599* annuDcd the aft of aflembly 1574-5 ; 
and he dcfired Elizabeth to lend him a company of comedians, to whom he gave' 
licence to aft : thus the drama was fuflFercd to proceed, north of the Tweed, Sec 
Guthrie's Hift. of Scot. vol. vlii. p. 358. 

f Stat. Ace. vol. xviii. p. 524. — " From OA. 7th, 1577, to October 15th, 1578, 
there were fixty-fcven pcrfons punifhcd for having children otherwife than by lawful 
marriage.'* 

3 B "virgins 
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^' virgins deflowered, by the filthy beafts who have been foftered 
^' in this den ; but efpccially by that wicked man called the 
" Bijbop. If all men knew as much as I, they would praife 
" God, and no one would be offended* !'* But the maxim incul- 
cated on the minds of our Scotiih reformers, ** Pull down the 
** nejl^ and the rooks willforfake it^^ fecmed fupreme in all their 
undertakings, which were as efiedual as they were fummary, 
and which charaderized their abhorrence of a fyftem in itfelf 
degrading to human nature, and from its immoral tendency 
threatening to fap the finer feelings of the foul. H^nce, in 
the firft paroxyfms of intemperate zeal, the blind enthufiafm 
which led to the overthrow of idolatrous worfKip, was unable to 
diftinguifh between the real objedla of vengeance, and thofe which 
were nightly connected with the fyftem itfelf; and, as an ex- 
treme generally produces its oppofite, fo it foon happened' that 
the laity, giving themfelves up to their fpiritual guides in the 
reformed religion, funk from that bold and daring temperament, 
to that morofenefs and puritanical air which, tilt lately, charac- 
terized the inhabitants of North Britain, and in no fmall degree 
thofe of Perth. A manifeft alteration, however, and, to their 
honour be it mentioned, has taken place among the citizens of 
that town. Within thefe fq|^ years, a degree of cleanlinefs and 
neatnefs in drefs, and an engaging fprightlinefs and vivacity of 
mien, have been difplayed among the more wealthy, and are 
rapidly extending to the induftrious clafles of the inhabitants of 
this ancient feat of trade and commerce. 

There are no gaming-houfes in Perth, and houfes of bad fame 
were unknown till barracks were erected in its neighbourhood ; 

• Knox's Hift. as quoted in Cant's Notes. Mufes Threnodic, vol. i. p. 125. 

fince 
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fince which period, the change that this neccflary fyftem has 
caufed over the whole united kingdoms, is but too manifeft in 
this town and its vicinity. 

In order to form a juft idea of the population of Perth, it 
may be neceflary to obferve, that in the year 1562 the number 
of its inhabitants was eftimated at between five and fix thou- 
fand: in the year 1755, the number was reckoned to be nine 
thoufand and nineteen : and in the year 1 796, the number in 
the town and parifh was computed to be nineteen thoufand 
eight hundred and feventy-one *. 

Though Perth lies low, it is remarkably healthy, the air hav- 
ing a free circulation through every ftrect and lane in all direc- 
tions. Intermittents are hardly known, and the difcafes inci- 
dent to people in fimilar fituations make their appearance but 
feldom in this quarter, 

Perth has more than once difcovered a tenacious fpirit of po- 
litical as well as religious refonnation. When, in the year 
1784, a borough reform was keenly agitated, the citizens of 
this towa feemed zealous in the caufe f . Again, in the year 

* See Stat. Ace. vol. xviii. p. 524—527. 

f *'Thc borot^h of Perth (fays an author) la^overaed by a town-council confilHng 
of fourteen guildry men ar merchants ; and twelve craftfmen. The fourteen guild or 
merchant counfellors ?cr& felf-ekaed ; each puts a guildry man of his own naming in 
the leet with himfelf ; and the council eledl one of the two. That being the cafe, it 
18 no difficult matter to fay who will be ele&ed. The counfellor has it in his power, 
even in the cafe of party work or diflikc, to infure his re-cle£iion. He names per- 
haps a ftreet-rakcr, or fome low charadier, between whom and himfelf there is no 
altert^ti^. Or if at any time a man in better ftation is put on the leet, it is within 
that perfon's knowledge ; and is done, becaufe, perhaps,, it is known that he would not 
accept. In no inftance is a counciUman, wifhing to keep his feat, difappointed." See 
Hiftorical Account of the internal Government of the Borough of Perth, fubmitted to 
the Committee of Convention. See alfo Edin. Mag. vol. il. p. 382. 

3B 2 1792, 
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1792, tlie fame fpirlt, that for a time feemed afleepj awoke, anJ 
fliook off its drowfinefs : but rufliing heedleftly into meafures 
but ill arranged, and without any determinate objeft in view, 
mifcarriage and difgrace were the vexatious fruits of this vaiu. 
attempt at political reformation. 

The departure from Perth to Edinburgh may be taken by two 
different routes. The one, leading diredly thither, is by Kin- 
rofs.and the Queen's Ferry; the other, which is more circuit- 
ous, is by Dundee, St. Andrew's, and along the caft coafl: of 
Fife to Kinghorn j thence acrofs th« Frith of Forth to Leith and 
Edinburgh^ 

Should the traveller incline lu prolong his cxcurfiOQ along 
the left bank of the Tay, to Dundee, St, Andrew's, &c. he pro*- 
ceeds, after croffing the river, by turning ta the left, through 
the village of Bridge-end. This village, which may^ now be 
confidered as part of Perth, extending its dimenfions on the op- 
pofite bank of the river,, has, fince the prefent bridge was ereded; 
rifen to a degree of opulence and fubftantial elegance corre*- 
fpondent to the improved ftate of the agriculture, trade, and 
commerce of the town and country adjacent. The turnpike 
roads leading from the diftrids of the Stormont, Strathmore, 
and the Carfe of Gowrie, meet in this village 1 of courfe, 
a confiderable trade is carried on here, independent of its coa- 
neftion with the town oppofite. Hence its rapid advancement 
in comfortable and elegant buildings, extending in the direc- 
tion of the roads leading to thofe diftrids, whence, in great 
meafure, its affluence is derived. 

About a quarter of a mile down the Tay from Bridge-end, 
on an eminence clofe in upon the river, to the right, we comin 
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mand a fine view of Perth, its bridge, the country beyond, 
through which the Tay is feen full, clear, fmooth, and ample, 
fweeping its tide along the pafs into the highlands at Dunkeld, 
and the mountains of Athol, among which Bengloe appears 
pre-eminent, and clofes the extreme diftance. This profpedk is 
finely conneded, and forms a charming fubjeft for compofition 
on canvas. The town, bridge, river, and extent of its banks^ 
and the grand appearance of the Grampians in the diftance, 
form a whole that is pleafing to the eye as a pidlure ; at the 
fame time, it ftrikes the mind with objefls which awaken re- 
fledion, and excite emotions correfpondent to the fublimc and 
beautiful in nature. 

Faffing dire£kly under the frowning precipices of Kinnoul, 
we lofe fight of Perth, and a new fcene opens on us, which, 
though of a different character, is not lefs interefting than that 
juft defcribedr The fertile plains of Gowrie, through which 
the Tay fpreads wider and wider, till, expanding into a grand 
cftuary, it mingles its tributary waters with the ocean, are feen; 
extending on either hand. This diftritfi may, with ftrid pro- 
priety, be denominated " l^he Lowlands of Scotlandy^ as, by way 
of eminence, it is called " The granary of the north.^^ No travel- 
ler, in paffing^ through this extenfive and beautiful trad of coun- 
try, will feel inclined to queftion the juftnefs of this appellation. 
The level line and ample fweeps of the road j the fnug cottages,, 
elay-built and thatch-roofed farm-houfes, gentlemen's feats^ 
villages, ruins of caftles, and convents ; corn-fields, plantations, 
and inclofures j muft remind the continental tourifts of the 
banks of the Lower Rhine. 

As the traveller proceeds, one or two views worthy of at-- 
tention will attrai^ notice. About two miles below Perth, the 

15 ruinai 
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alotig th'eir bafes, to the fpdt which T^e have thus feleded for 
colnmaitdifig the fcene. 

A few miles farther on, we lofe fight of the Tay, and pafs 
on the left the feats of Balthayock^ Ghndoeg^ Fingq/k^ and RoJJte; 
and on the right, a number of comfortable farta-houfes and a 
few family refidences ; among others, Inchrfiartin. The road, 
till we come within view of Cqftte Lyon^ about the fifteenth 
mile ftone, keeps pretty clofe in to the hilly diftridl, that runs 
parallel to the Tay, called the Braes of Gowrie^ and we get a 
; peep into feveral dens^ or valleys among the hills, as we proceed, 
which greatly adds to the pleafing variety to be met with in our 
excurfion through the Carfe. 

Between the twelfth and thirteenth mile ftones are the ruins 
of Ktnnahrd Cajile on the left : and on the right, two miles far- 
ther on, are the remains oi Moncur Cajlle. But what will moft 
arreft the traveller's attention, is Cajile Llon^ formerly a feat of 
the Eatls of Strathmore. Behind this ancient feat the Frith of 
Tay, and all the oppofite coaft, forms a noble and extenfive 
profpeft. On both fides of the Frith, the land is uncommonly 
fertile, efpecially on the north bank in the parifh of Errol, 
where the foil is of a ftrong clayey confiftence, and of a rich 
black mould. This parifli is, for its extent, remarkably popu- 
lous * ; a proof that population is always in proportion to the 
fertility of the foil, and the improvements made in agricul- 
ture. 

The fouth bank of the Tay feems to have been in former 
times the chofen feat of religious eftablifliments. The Convent 

* It ftretches along the north bank of the Tay to the right of the twtlfth mile 
ftone» 5^ miles, over ahnoft the whole breadth of the Carfe. The number of the in- 
habitants is 2,68o. See Stat. Ace. vol. iv. p. 480. 
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ofElcbo^ and the Abbies ofUndores and Balmerino fuflSciently 
demonftrate the propriety of this remark. The convent of 
the Ciftertian nuns of Elcho has already been noticed. The 
i^bbey of Lindores, " (ituated in the foreft of Ernfide on the 
river Tay (fays Spottifwood) below the town of Newburgh, 
in the Shire of Fife, was a rich abbey, founded by David 
3E.arl of Huntington, brother to William, upon his return 
" from the Holy Land, about the year 11 78.'' This monas- 
tery was inhabited by Syronenfts from the abbey of Kelfo, who 
followed the rules of St. Bennet. This order of monks had fix 
Cionafteries in Si:otland ; all of which were fplendid edifices, 
and largely endowed. Hedlor Boece commends the monks of 
Lindores as being " Morum innocentia clari^^ Perhaps this 
compliment was ironical ; as the holy brothers " bad twenty^twa 
parijb churches belonging to them^ and were very rich^^ The 
daughter o£ Earl David, the founder of Lindores, was mother of 
Robert Bruce, competitor with Baliol for the Scotifli crown. 
The unfortunate Duke of Rothfay, eldeft fon of Robert IIL, 
who was cruelly fufFered to ftarve in his dungeon at Falkland, 
by the intrigues of his mercilefs uncle, was, according to report, 
^>uried in the abbey church of Lindores *, which was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary and St. Andrew the apoftle. In the year 
1600, this abbey was erefted into a temporal Lordfhip, "in fa- 
vour of Patrick Lefley, fon to Andrew Earl of Rothes." There 
hardly remains a veftige of the ancient foreft of Ernfide, on 
3vhich the abbey of Lindores was fituated. It extended along 
the river Earn, four miles in length by three in breadth f. The 

♦ See Stat. Ace. vol. viii. p. 176. 

f V\dt Sibbald*8 Dccaledones & Vefturiones, p. 158. 

Earn 
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Earn falls into the Tay, between three and four miles to the 
weft of Eamfide-wood j at the mouth of which, tradition re- 
ports, Wallace caufed a fhip to be funk, in order to prevent the 
£ngli(h from failing into the interior of Strathern, which would 
greatly have annoyed him in his operations. The foreft of 
Erinfide, Elcho parks, and Birnham wood, were the faftnefles 
which Wallace and his followers chofe, whenever they were in 
danger of being overpowered by fuperior numbers. This mode 
of fighting the late patriot Wafhington feemed to have under- 
ftood, and pradifed with no lefs fuccefs than our illuftrious 
Wallace. MacdufTs Crofs, and the Crofs of Mugdrum, two 
monuments of ancient ereftion, are ftili to be feen not far from 
the ruins of the abbey of Lindores *. 

The ruins of the once beautiful abbey of Balmerino, or Bal- 
mcrinach f, are ftill extant. Its Atuation is truly delightful. 
This edifice, once inhabited by monks of the Ciftercian order 
from Melrofs, hardly yielded in elegance of ftrudure to the 
parent monaftery, the ruins of which fuflSciently indicate to 
what a pitch architediure had arrived in Scotland during the 
twelfth century. As Melrofs abbey, in its fweet retirement, is 
fituated on the Tweed, fo the monaftery of Balmerino is feen 
on the ftielving and verdant banks of the Tay, clofe in upon 
the fhore. Well did churchmen know how to make a proper 

* A ftone cofHiiy faid to have contained the bones of fome diftinguiflied perfonage, 
^fn% formerly (hewn to thofe who vifited the venerable ruins of Lindores : it is now 
coffcwd whh rubbifli. The mouldering fragments ikill vifible of this ancient monaftery, 
mantled in ivy impending gracefully at top, and their deep-funk bafes, thick matted in 
thorn, briar, and wild rofe-buihes, give an air of tendemefs and decay, congenial to a 
penfive cad of difpoficion and habit of thought. 

f Called by Leily Balmur^eum, and by Fordrni, Mabitacdiim ad Mare. 

3 G choice 



378 BALMERINO ABBEY. 

choice in point of fituation, abundance^ and comfort Tbe 
abbey of Balmerino was founded in 12 15 by Emergarda, 
daughter of the Earl of Beaumont, and mother of King Alex« 
ander IL, who, it is faid, afTifted his mother in building this 
once beautiful ftrudure, A. D. 1229 *. This pious princeft, 
who died in February 1233, was buried in the abbey-church, 
before the great altar. The families of Undfay^ Kinnear^ and 
jtbernetbie made donations to this monaftery, which arofe from 
the mill of Kirkbuet, Little, or Wefter Kinnear, and Corbie 
(Corbeck), or Birkhill. The preceptory of Gadvan in the 
parifh of Dinbug^ or Dunbog, in Kfe, alfo belonged to the 
revenues of Balmerino ; which altogether amounted to little 
more than feven hundred pounds Scots per annum ; a fum in- 
credibly fmall, when it is confidered that twelve pounds in 
Scots money are only equal to one pound Sterling f . ** At the 
" Reformation (fays Spottifwood) King James VI. ereded Bal- 
*• merenach into a temporal lordfhip, in favour of Sir James 
•' Elphinfton of Barnton, then principal fecretary of ftate, the 
♦* 20th April 1604:!:.'* 

From the conflux of the Earn and the Tay to the fea, 
the (hores are beautifully fpread with towns, villages, ham- 
lets, farm^houfes, and family-feats, which, when illuminated 
with fine floating dreams of lights have a charming and pidu- 
refque appearance. 

• Sec Spottifwood's Appcndui to Hope's Mm. Prac. and Sibliald's Hi*, of Fife. 

-f Sec Pennant's Scotifh Tour, toL iii. p. 122. He docs not mention on what 
antliority the revenues of Balmcrloo are ftated, 

% Sj^ttifwood'9 Appendix^ p. 465* 

Soon 
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Soon after pafling through the village of Roffie^ the ground 
becomes more elevated, is of a fine red mould, highly culti- 
vated, and fertile. Proceeding through the village of Long^ 
forgarty we pafs the feat of MylnJUld on the right, and that of 
Lord Gray on the left; and foon after, as we approach the 
village of Invergowrie^ near the twentieth mile-ftone, we enter 
the county of Angtis^ or Forfar^ which is bounded by the Frith 
of Tay on the fouth ; by the counties of Aberdeen and Kincar- 
dine on the north and eaft ; and by Perthfhire on the weft. 
From Invergowrie to DundeCy a diftance of three miles nearly, 
the road keeps clofe in upon the fhore. As we approach Dun- 
dee feveral villas pleafantly fituated are feen on the left ; among 
others, Balgay^ Blacknefs^ Logi^y ^i^d Diddup ^. 

Dundee is the moft coniiderable town in the county of 
Angus ; and ranks after Perth, as third of the royal burghs. It 
18 pleafantly fituated on the north fhorc of the Frith of Tay; 
extends in irregular order along the beach, and backwards 
on the (lopes immediately riiing from the water^s edge, the 
higheft of which is called Ttbe Law ofDundee^ whofe fummit 
is upwards of five hundred feet above the level of the Frith, 
and ferves as a land-mark to velTels coming up the eftuary of 
the Tay f . There is little of the pidurefque that can intereft 

in 

^ The caftk of Diddup belonged formerly to the Scrimgeors, conftables of Dundee; 
•fterwards to Viicouat Dundee^ the hero of Kfllicrankie ; now to Douglas of 
Douglas. 

f It was long a fubje£^ of difpute between the burghs of Dundee and Perth, which 
was beft entitled to preference in point of priority : but the matter was finally adjufted 
by decreet arbitral obtained by Perth againft Dundee^ concerning the liberties and prt* 

3 C 2 vileges 
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in the appearance of Dundee : and but few obje&8 in its imrne* 
diate neighbourhood that merit the employment of the pencil *. 

But this town is of fufficient importance in almoft every- 
thing which regards trade, manufadures, and commerce, to de*- 
ferve the attention of the traveller. 

There is a confiderable home and foreign trade carried on 
by the inhabitants of Dundee. The pier is extenfive ; the docks 
are fpacious and convenient f ; and the warehoufes on the quay 
are well arranged, and commodious for the reception of th^ 
merchants* wares. Although the fhore clofe to the town is 
rather rocky, yet near Brougbty caftle it falls low and almoft flat» 
and here vefiels of four or five hundred tons burden may fafely 
approach the beach. The harbour is capable of receiving 
veflels of three hundred tons. The rocks which lie off the 
harbour have buoys or beacons annexed ; and the iand banks 



vilcges of the river Tay, and priority of pbce : and, as a proof of this, Perth, in the 
courfe of trade, is exempted from paying <* the ftiore filver at Dundee." See the copy 
of the decreet, dated December x6o2, and granted by James VI. in Cant's Hiftory of 
Perth, voL ii. p. 38. 

* The ancient caftle of Dundee, or DutUan^ the Tsedunum of Buchanan, and the 
Aledum of Boethius, was fituatcd on a rock weft from the mouth of a fmall ftream 
that iiTues from the fouth fide of the ridge on which the greater part c^ the prefent 
town is built. The ancient fite of Dundee was on a low flat a little to the eaft. The 
^ley through which this ftream meanders, particularly about the former feat of the 
Scrymgeors, Dudhope caftle, the houfe of Logic, Balgay houfe, and Bhcknefs, is 
fweetly verdant and finely wooded, efpecialty about the caftle of Dudhope. It is inthe 
detaO, notwithftanding, that thefe iituations are fo truly delightful* 

f Ship building is carried on at Dundee with great fpirit and advantage. Ropes^ 
cordage» blocks, &c« are all ooanufadujred there. 

are 
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are marked to prevent hazard *• But the channel is deepeft on 
the Fife fhore oppoflte, and is that by which fhips of any con- 
fiderable burden afcend the riven When ftorms arife from the 
eaft, great danger is to be apprehended to (hipping on the cdaft 
witliout the bar, about eight miles below Dundee ; but there 
are lighthoufes kept in excellent order, and pilots of experi- 
ence faithful in the important duties of their truft. In 1792 
there were thirty-four (hips belonging to Dundee employ- 
ed in foreign trade, feventy-eight as coafters, and four as Green- 
landmen. Since that period, however, the number has greatly 
increafed : the exports to foreign parts confift of Ofnaburghs, 
failcloths, coarfe linens, leather, thread, &c, ; the imports con- 
fift chiefly of flax, hemp, lintfeed, fir timber, deals, balks, Swed- 
ifti iron, &c. The exports coaftwife are, thread of all forts, 
failcloths, Ofnaburghs, cotton bagging, barley, wheat, &c, the 
imports are tea, fugar, porter, coals, &c. f • At the period above 
alluded to, the whole grofs tonnage was averaged at 8550 f tons. 
Dundee is celebrated for its manufacture of threads. Its ex- 
ports' and imports confift chiefly, as above, of Ofnaburghs, 
Silefias, brown linens, &c. ; but, befide the goods manufadured 
in the town of Dundee and its vicinity, great quantities of 



* As far as Ncwburgh veffels of five hundred tons may afcend ; but beyond tint 
feaport town on the fouth (horc of the Frith, veflels of two hundred tons proceed with 
dif&culty. " If you would enter Dundee, (fays D'Anville,) keep the north fide of 
the church, upon the bar, and on the north well ftraight over againft BrougHty, be- 
caufe there is a dangerous fand called BwndawJ* See navigation of James V. round 
Scotland, p. So* 

\ The ftaple mannfaflure of Dundee, formerly, was coarfe woollens^ csUcdflaiiSngf^ 
which were exported to Holland and other parts of the continent, for which the ufual 
exports of thok couatries were exchanged and brought home. 

brown 
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brown linens are colleded by dealers on the oppoiite fide of 
the Tay, particularly in and about the fea-port town of New^ 
burgb \ Befides linen and thread f , which are the ftaple com*- 
moditieS) there, are other branches of manufa£ture eftabli(hed 
at Dundee, fuch as cotton yarn for the woollen manufacture^ 
and for making of muflin. An Englifli colony of woollen- 
manufadlurers has lately been engaged to carry on buHnefs here* 
The looms employed for weaving the different forts of cloth 
amount to about two thoufand; and from the returns made 
by the ilamp office, 4,500,000 yards (nearly), of which a fourth 
part may be confidered as the manufacture of the neighbouring 
parifhes, are annually wrought in Dundee and its vicinity. 
The manufacture of tanned leather is alfo a confiderable branch ' 
of trade : the making of boots and (hoes, too, employs a number 
of hands. A glafs manufactory, as well as call iron companies, 

* Newburghy at the north eaft corner of which ptrifh the rums of Lindores abbey 
are to be feen, was ereded into a royal burgh by Charles L, A. D. 163 1. Its reveoiica 
do not exceed 35I. per annum, out of which the minifter of the parifh has twenty pounds 
Scots ; about iL 139. 4d. fterling). Notwithftanding, there Is a regular municipality, 
' which makes a tolerable appearance, and a weekly court held with all the folcmnity of 
dignified office. This burgh, though royal, has no voice in the elediion of areprefeota- 
tive to Parliament ) but the burghers are not the lefs tenacious of their rights ; and 
formerly, it is reported, a fpirit of independence marked them with peculiar eoei^, 
bordering on rudenefs* ** We wHI let the bed lord o* the land ken, that ^hen he fets 
his foot on Newburgh caufeway, he is baillie Leyall's vafial," is faid to have been, their 
ufual ezpreffion, as indicating their contempt of feudal tyranny, and a fenfe of their 
own confequence and political importance. Sec Stat. Ace. vol. viii, p. 189. par. 
Newburgb, 

f The manufa6lttre of coloured thread was firft eftabUflied here by Mr. Mungo Dick- 
fon, about (ixty-five years fmce. The average quantity made annually is 269,568 Ib« 
in the manufa6ture of which 66 twift mills, and 370 work people, are employed, be- 
sides 1340 fpinners, living in diiferent parts, where the price of labour is low. See 
Douglas's Defcription of the £aft Coaft of Scotland ; and the StaU Ace* voL viiL 
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• ifW BS®"tf''^W^'''^''' Snuffi!AS'f<''''as'' *i>*s are 
' ^iioi^ y 'i'BjnjSitrs. Soif.-%&;-^49 fugw houfe, 

f"'j¥^'43OTS4§i§"ll; dcpartincntt qf;t^iJe,whlcjvthough 
lyiittlMl tSil^J$40f>^ hereafter rife intcf.'confequcntc. 
- JalOft^tMla^Sfs^^'^^^ ^"^^ ipeculative and enterptizing ; 
^yit|i^>'^iiililQGits.of coinnw^e are. already confider- 
■iS^Q I'n 2iiSjl¥fS^^'>Miy on ;ttte advance. The favourable 

•^^ *ft» *^- *J!C* <B* ; jt *^F/'^r ■' ^' ■■~-"' -j.." 

^3^Ic»lKc§:^:d^^§KSlh"the fituation of Dundee pla^s them, 
^^ csjbE[i»ci^ :|^i^-|^^J3^ ^ d$tided advantage over':inolc 01 
«!?&i:aa3^tJIiiwiS;^.Si' For the coaveniency of difcbuntine 
'^^ ^#CR«e^:t^c^are two banking-^boufes in this town, 
^^I^^:^^i^i4^i^'th3t extend to Edinburgh and Patfley*. 

t^ic|Srfi@:£l:i!gJ>fg^3S»ney ufually in circulation is eftimatcd 
«>^!sr^l^^g|; 3t company for infurance againft fire is' 
^l«j^i^^^:fd it is faid, that property to the amount 
i.^gDl^q^]|^(M3;^overed by this company : a proof of 
^i^^ ^v t^^f^^i ^^^ ^" iaftitution is confidered in a com- 
^^n^j^^i^.@:^^:"|;y which, for a trifling fum paid annu- 
^^gjf^^OJSjie^^'^^'"^'^^'^'^ in cafeof lofs of their property 
' ■■*""^' ~'*^.t:SQ]|iiif^^ie:fvife in a moment involve them in utter 
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fequence as to trade, manufa^ures, and commerce. Parlia- 

« 

ment, in allowing drawbacks on manufadured linens, has 
undoubtedly been favourable to the fpirit of enterprize fo raa- 
nifeft among the inhabitants of this ancient burgh. By fome 
hypothetical reafoners, it is much doubted, however, whether 
this induftry, if diredied to other purfuits of traflSc than hi- 
therto have been followed here, might not, 6ven without the 

aid of Parliament, or the bleilings which are faid to have 
originated in the Revolution, and the fubfequent union of 
the two kingdoms, have been more fuccefsful than thofe 
which have been the means of enriching, many individuals, 
and exciting in all a defire of acquiring independence, eafe, 
honour, and enjoyment. But, how much foever might be 
urged on each fide of this queftion, it belongs not to the writer 
of thefe pages to enter on the fubjeft in this place. 

The population of Dundee, confidered as a parifh, is eftimated 
by the learned author of its Statiftical Account at 23,500, a 
number exceeding the population of Perth by 3,629*; but of ^^ 

thefe 23,500 inhabitants of the town of Dundee, few, indeed, 
enjoy the rights of citizenfliip in the political fenfe of that word. ^V 

What is called " The Set of the Borough^' or conftitution of ^^ 

Dundee as a free royal burgh, is any thing but a Republican 
form of government. If it refcmble any fpecific form, it is that 
of an oligarchy f. The old magiftrates very quietly eled the 
new, and every thing goes on with the utmoft regularity with- 
out controul or appeal : the great body of the people have 

* See Stat. Ace. rol. viii. and vol. xviiii par. Dundee and Perth, 
t Vide Stat. Ace. vol. viii. p. 226. 
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tLOthing to do in the bufinefs in any manner whatever. It. 
often happens, that the£e felf-eleded magiftrates and counfellors 
lemain in oflSce during the greater part of their lives *. " The^ 
" people of Dundee (fays the author of its Scatiftical Account) 
•* have been for a long time entitled to the reputation of in- 
** duftry, regularity, and economy ; and, notwithftanding the 
^^ increafe of their wealth and numbers, a jiift claim to this repu« 
*^ tation ftill continues." They are of a focial, communicative, 
and chearful difpoiition ; liberal and confiderate ; humane and 
compalfionate ; and poiFefs an enthuAaflic attachment to mer-i 
cantile purfuits. They are alfo attached to civil and religious 
freedom; yet rigid in neither: and their clergy complain, not 
altogether without reafon, that the marriages on record keep, 
not pace with the population of the parifh. As to politics, it 
is obfervable, that though the weavers, overnight, while ftimu* 
lated by copious libations, breathe an ardent flame of liberty ; in 
the morning, at their looms, it is found to have evaporated with 
the fumes that efcaped during their hours of dumber ; nor do 
they, till again infpired by the fame generous liquor, refume 
the like elevated glow of fentiment. It muft not, however, be 
underftood, that this mode of fentiment is that which ob« 
tains moft generally in Dundee. On the contrary, the greater 
number of the more refpedable citizens of this fpirited and in- 

* Dundee "is not fingular in this refpeft. Dunbarton, and other royal burghs that 
fend members to Parliament, enjoy the fame happy privilege, nay, it fo happened, in 
1783, that Nairne, a royal burgh, had at one and the fame time a provoft (mayor) in 
India, a baillie in a different county (viz. Invemefs,) and a treafurer and dean of guild, 
neither of whom refide within many miles of the burgh. . See " A Letter from a 
Member of the General Convention of Delegates of the Royal burghs. Edin. printed 
ia the year 1784.'* 
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telligent burgh fee tile propriety of a wife, well-timed, andf 
rational reform, and wait, with becoming folicitude, till- more* 
favourable circumftances (hall warrant the neceflary fteps for 
producing this confummation fo devoutly to be wiihed. 

Dundee has fumiffied, in its day, warriors, ftatefmen, and men 
eminently diftinguifhed in the literary world. Among the 
warriors, natives of this town, may be reckoned, Alexander 
Scrym%tour^ from whom fprung the hereditary conftables of \VS 
ealHe ; James Halybnrtoni^ ar zealous reformer in the minority of 
James V. ; and the hert> of Camperdown, Lord Duncoff. OF 
the ftatefmen^ Wedderbum LoYd Lougbborougb^ and- George^ 
Dempjter Efq. of Dunicheti, late M. P. riiay be claffed among' 
the' chief. In the days of Scotland's independence, the patriots 
Fletcher of Salton, too, though nrot a native, yet vsras defcende* 
from among the families who have had their origin in Dundee." 

But, although Dundee poflefled not any ffeminary of con- 
fequencci fave a fchocl for acquiring the elements- of the 
Latin tongue, or, as it i«' called, a grammar-fchool *, yet, in? 
former as well as- in- latter times, men? of diftinguiflied abili* 
tics in the republic of letters; natives^ df this town^ might 
be rtictttioned' to* its^ honour. HeHor Boece^ the hiftorian, yoht^ 

Mar 

* It is fau]» that* it was at Dundee that Wallace^ his chaplani Blair, and Campbell 
of Lochow, were educated ; and here^ too, began their exploits. In the year 1610, 
Mr. James Gleg left his profelTorfhip in St. Salvador's college, St, Andrews, in order 
to be chofen rector of the grammar^fchool of Dundee, with a yearly falary of not 
more than 16L 138. 4d.> and the addition of 6id. as quarterly payment from each 
fcholar ! In mott parts of Sootland^ even at this day> is^ 6d. per quarter is all that \a 
allowed for each pupil ! 

f He6lor Boece, or Boethiufl, as he is ufually denominated, the fncnd of £rafmus» 
iowii&td^ ia the beginning of the fixteenth century. He was principal of King's 

college. 
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Jlftf/* the friend of the ingemoua.W^iVr, inventor of Logarithms, 
in former times; and among the .moderns Charles Webjier\^ 
and Thomas Chriftie X^AtitXKt, to be fpoken of in rterme of the 
'higheft regard. Oi natives in the immediate -vicinity of Dundee, 
diftinguifhed in the literary world, Henry Scrymzeor^ claims 
•particular notice. To a profound knov^ledge of languages, he 
added an admirable tafte for the belles kttres, together oiich fuah 
a degree c^ Ikill in juri^rudence as rendered him eminently 
qualified to profefs the civil law, whidh he did with the higheft 
reputation at Geneva. Many of the learned of his time, 'though 
his rivals in fame, bore teftimony to his merit as a ^fchOlBr,/a 
critic, and a cirilian ; among others, were the prefident Thuanus, 
Cujacius, Cafaubon, and Henry Stephens. Cujacius, it is faid, 
was wont to fay refpediing him, " Inever went from the company 
" t>f Scrymzevrj without having learned fomething j|." 



college^ Aberdeen, with a fiilaiy nf forty metks itcotB, equal to 2I. 48. 5d. fterlin^J 
ThnB in all ages do we .fee men eminent in learning pooily rewarded. The indefatiga^ 
ble Walter RuddimaU) ,the eloquent mpraliil Samuel Johnfon, and the accomplifhed 
James Beattie of Aberdeen, -were each of them in their eailier days inftru&ors- of youth. 
Hkd they to boaft'of the emolovients artfingivoiV' their labours ? 

* ^ To James Mar,^nother citizen of Dundee, probably the^randfon of the above, 
we owe a Chart of the foundings- of the whole Nortli Sea, fo accurate, that, though 
laid down about the beginning of the (eighteenth) century, it has received no improve- 
ments of importance.^' Stat. Ace. vol. viii. p. 240. 

f The late Charles Webller,' M. D. well known as a divine, a phyfician, and a 
dhemift. 

% Known 10 the literary (wotid as one of Burke'c molt fuccefsful opponents. 

^ Of the family of Dudhope, already noticed. 

U See Ancedotes of Scotifli Litcvature. Edin. Mag. toI. i. p. i 15, 
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It has already been obferved, that the harbour, quay, docks^ 
and warehoufes of Dundee are well conflruded, fpacious, and 
convenient : to this may be added, that improvements are now 
making which muft render them more fo. To the hpnour of 
the magiftrates and town council, and feveral of the more 
wealthy and public fpirited citizens^ their zeal and fuccefs in 
removing a vail rock, opening a new paiTage to the ihore, build- 
ing new piers, paving and lighting the ilrects, and ere£king a 
handfome town-houfe and an elegant church, will remain laft« 
ing monuments for pofterity to emulate in carrying on the fame 
fyftem of public benefit aad improvement. 

But few veftiges can be traced of the former grandeur of 
Dundee^ The great tower, which is ftill pretty entire, is de- 
fervcdly noted by every traveller. It is the venerable remains 
of the magnificent flrudure built by David earl of Huntington, 
brother of King William, furnamed the Lion, A. D, 1 178*, on 
his return from the Holy Land. Time has not been the only 
deflroyer of this ancient edifice. According to tradition, it was 
laid in ruins during the wars of Edward I. and Edward VI. f ; 
fince which periods, it has received partial repairs,, and ftill 
preferves an appearance of durability rarely to be fecn at this 
day north of the Tweed. Beiides the great church built by the 
Earl of Huntington, the remains of which have been occupied 
for public worfhip ever fince the Reformation^ there were feve- 
ral other religious eflablifhments in Dundee,^ though hardly a 
veftige can now be traced, owing to the writings refpe£ting 
them being miilaid or loft, and the buildings themfelves having 

• Pennant fays 1 1 89. 

f Boethius^.lib. xiii* ; and Buchanan,. lib*/vfi.> 

been 
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been long (ince either demoliihed or converted into private 
property *. 

Dundee has frequently experienced the miferies of war, and 
more than once the horrors, cruelties, and carnage of a fiege* 
Befides the devaftations committed during the reign of Ed- 
ward I., when Wallace drove the Englifh from its neigh- 
bourhood, and put Alexander Scrymfeour^ his brave compatriot, 
in pofleffion of the town and caftle, in whofe right the Scrym^- 
zeours of Dudhope afterwards enjoyed the hereditary dignity 
of conftable, Dundee was taken and reduced to a(hes by the 
troops of Richard IL ^ and again by the Englifh in the reign of 
Edward VI. ; who were finally driven from it, Broughty caille, 
and its neighbourhood. When Adam Gordon (brother of the 
carl of Huntley) carried fire and fword througti the fliire of 
Angus, in the minority of James VI., the inhabitants of Dundee 
were greatly alarmed left he (hould vifit them in his progrefe^ 
and called in from the oppofite coaft of Fife fuch troops as they 

* There were three conyents and a nunnery m Dundee* The firil was founded in 
the fecond year of Rohert III. 'a reign, A. D. 13929 by James Lindfay, vicar-general 
of Scothuidy for monks of the order of Red Friars, or Mufkerines ; whofe houfes were 
named hofpitals, and a third part of whofe revenues was devoted to the redemption of 
ChrifUan flaves. The fecond was founded by a citrzen of Dundee named Andrew 
Abercromby, for Dominicans, a begging order, whofe " nefts (fays Spottilwood% 
when pulled down, were found too rich for an order of mendicants." The third was 
founded by Darvorgilla, <* daughter of Alan Lord Galloway, and motlier of John 
Baliol, king of Scotland,'' for the order of the Francifcans, or Gray Friars. This 
convent had no revenues, but was fupported by alms. '* Lady Beatrix Dougla^^ 
reli6i of William earl of Enrol, for whofe foul the friars were to celebrate a mafs dally 
at the high altar, * fubmtffa voce^ vel nota^* beftowed a donation of a hundred pounds 
Scots (equal to 5^1. lis. ojd. Sterling !) for fupporting them in their extremities, and 
for the reparations of the monaftery,'* The fourth religious houfe was a nunnery, the 
suns of which followed the rules of St. Francis. See Spottifwood and Keith. 
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could coUeft, in order to protect them from the rage of this 
ferocious hero, who gave no quarter, being in a particular 
manner ((ays Buchanan) true to the caufe of the king *• The 
Great Montrofe^ another celebrated avenger of the caufe of his 
king, took Dundee by affault, and gave it up to the pillage of 
his foldiers^ But the laft and moil awful fcene of carnage ia 
this devoted city, was in the year 1651, by Monk, then gen^ 
nl of the Englifli troops under the ufurpation of Cromwell* 
When t4ie ibldiers of the Commonwealth advanced as far aa 
Dundee^ the governor, major-general Lumfden, made dii^aii* 
tioos for a vigorous defence. General Monk refoIveiJ, how- 
ever, on taking the town by ftorm ; and foon put ia >eKecutioa 
his languinary purpofe. The carnage was dreadfuL A fixth 
9>art of the inhabitants were buried in its ruins. The governor, 
it is faid, and a few deijperate followers, took refuge in the 
^reat tower, determined to perifh rather than yield to the ear 
raged republicans, reeking with the blood of the faJien citizens. 
At laft, however, he was induced to come down ; and furren- 
(der at difcretion ; when, contrary to the laws of war, this brave 
foldier and his devoted attendants were tneacheroufly murdered 
on the fpot. It is alfo reported, that around the church, two 
battalions of Lord DufFus's regiment fufFered the fame fate ; 
nay, farther, that another body of the befieged were cut to pieces 
on the fame ground, now occupied as a fifh-market. Tradition 
fays, that the carnage ceafed not till the third day ; when, among 
the heaps of the flain, a child was difcovered endeavouring to 
prefs nourifhment from the breaft of its murdered mother. 
Such are the horrors of war ! — ^In the facking of Dundee, fixty » 

* Buchanan^ libt xz. 

{hips 
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Alps belbngiilg to the merchants, and found in the Harbour^ 
trere Ibaded with the booty, confifting chiefly of plate and' 
rnoheyi but were wrecked in fight of the t6W;n, in attempting 
to get over the bar at the entrance into the Frith of Tay: 
and thus the much wifhed-for booty, the main obje£k of blood 
and rapine, for once eluded the giafp- of the gteedy plun* 
derer. 

Dundee, as well as Perth, has been long remai^able for the 
number of its religious feAaries» Befides the eftabliChed churchy 
there is one Scofrfb- congregation^ of the Epifcopal form-, anJ 
One ofi the Englifli Epifcopal perfuafion. Of Burghers and 
Atitiburghers, Tndependants, Anabaptifts, Bereans,- Methodilfe, 
Roman Catholics, and Unitarians, each- has a fele^l number,, 
amounting in the whole to a' fixtfr part of thti inhabitants of 
the pariOi. But of the diffenfers from die eftabKfiied fornv 
of religion, thofe diftlnguiflied by the name of Glq/Jites (fa 
denominated from yobn Glafs^ who abour tfce year 173^^ 
founded this fed) feem to carry along with them a proper re- 
gard to population, as the fure gukle, if not to heaven, at leaAi 
to induftry, and itb confequence, wealth and independence. 
Pot early marriagt is an indifpenfable law of their community, 
to take place, in general, as foon after the age of puberty aa 
pofllble : and it has been found moft favourable to population,, 
induftry, and morals^ 

The foil about Dundee is by no means fo rich as that of the 
Carfe of Gowrie : but the manure from the town *, and the 
culture obferved in raifing of all kinds of crops, nccefiarily ren-* 
ders the foil very prolific There is nothing pecuUsu: in the 

* Great part of the lime ufed as manure is brought from Sunderland. 

mode 
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mode of management. Threfhing has not yet been introduced. 
The plough in general ufe is the improved Scotifh one ; though 
feveral farmers ufe Small's plough, and the chain-plough of 
other inventors. 

The fofOls in the neighbourhood of this town confift chiefly 
of whin-ftone, porphyry, and fand-ftone of various colours ; 
but no metallic fubftances nor calcareous rocks have hitherto 
been difcovered. 

The Frith of Tay at Dundee is from two to three miles 
broad. The coail on either fide is precipitous and rocky ; and 
the current of the river, efpecially after fpring-floods, is power- 
ful and rapid. Untoward accidents, however, occur but feldom. 

Seals and porpoifes are numerous, and deflrudive to the fal- 
xnon fifhery in the Tay. Hitherto no method has been adopted 
for converting this evil into a benefit, by catching them, and 
procuring their oil, which might prove a fource of confiderable 
emolument. The falmon fifhing, and indeed every other fifh- 
ery within the bar, turns to very little account on the fhores ia 
the immediate vicinity of Dundee : but along the fea-coaft with- 
out the bar, on both fides of the Frith, fhell-fiQi, haddocks, 
whitings, cod, ling, flounders, foles, turbot, halibut, fkate, 
mackarel, and herrings, are to be had in abundance. Fi(hing 
in deep water is feldom pradtifed. This is an immenfe lofs. 
Were Scotifh fifhers as patient and indefatigable as the Dutch, 
incalculable wealth might be direded into every corner of our 
ifland. The patriotic Dempfter, late member of parliament for 
Dundee, who firft fuggefted the idea of packing falmon in ice, 
has rendered eflfential fervice to his country by his exertions for 
eflablifhing the fifl:eries along the Scotifh fhores and weflern 
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Uks on a permanent and eligible footing. May his plans fuc- 
Med ; and niay fature generations preferte his remembrance 
eitabalmed in the public good, to ^e^hich in many wayi he has 
coajtf ibuted ! and may every honeft individual imitate his ex- 
am|ile in promoting the interefts d the community at large ; at 
the hrxkt time, learn to appreciate th^ natural advantages in 
length of cOaft, abundance and vatiety of filh, and fure, ready^ 
and pFofitabk markets in every part dF Europe ;. io that hD.nH> 
tion whatfoev6r fliall carry away from ub tviiat nature ieems ft 
^bountifully to have thrown it^ our pofTefCbn, as a means oT 
acquiring wealth as Weil as fubfiftetice* 

When wind and tide are aufwerable^ the pafia^ frooh; Don^ 
dee to the oppofite fide of the water on tte.Fife Jborc is ufuatfy 
performed in little, more ribaii half a*t hour. Thence the- trai- 
yeller proceeds,' and turning to thfe left he lOay^ if he fo itttdine^ 
vifit St. Andrews, the ancient feat of learnii^, and the archiepif* 
4:opal fee of Scotland* 

From Woodhayen, the ibudi fide of the ferry of Pundee^ we 
pafs over a ftretch of about three mile? of as ble^ country a^ 
can be met with on the eaft coaft between the Friths of F^rth 
and Tay : 6ut, notwithftanding the natural quality of the foil, 
which appears at firft- fight fteril and unpromifing, the .hand 
of culture, which has already manifefted its power amid thefe 
waftes, will in a few years render them fertile and profitable la 
no fmall degree ; for every exertion feems making to withdraw 
the chilling moiftur^^UiU the weeds and latent germs, and me- 
liorate the ground by fummer fallowing, liming, and due rota- 
tion of fuch crops as are bed calculated to pulverize it, and 
bring it fpeedily into heart. . . 1 ! 
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About three miles from Dundee waterfide we pafs by the old 
caftle of Lcucbarsy formerly in the poffcffion of the earls of 
Southefk, but forfeited in 17 15; afterwards purchafed by the 
York-buildings Company; and now the property of the Honour- 
able Robert Lindfay. We foon enter the village of Leuchars; 
The neat and comfortable appearance that many of the houfes 
exhibit is truly pleafing, and is a proof of the rifing induftry 
and civilization of its inhabitants. A little farther on we crofk 
the river EJen over a bridge of confiderable antiquity, confid- 
ing of fix arches *• Here the river is feen to fwell into a bay, 
which joins the bay of St. Andrews a little to the eail. About 
a mile beyond this, the ancient city of St. Andrews comes into 
the range of the wide extended profpe A ; as we approach which', 
the mind is imprefled with an afTemblage of forrowful ideas, ia 
contemplating the filence and gloom that feem to reign amid 
the ruins, fiill venerable and vaft, as feen extending along the 
fea fhore. " The city of St. Andrews, when it had loft its 
*• arcbiepifcopal pre-eminence, gradually decayed : one of its 
^^ ftreets is now loft : in thofe that remain, there is the filence 
^ and folitude of inactive indigence and gloomy depopula- 
" tion t." 

St. Andrews, in former ages, was no lefs diftinguifhed as the 
great emporium of the eaft coaft of Scotland, than for its confe- 
quence in religious eftabliOiments, and its univerdty. Before 
the reformation of religion, it was deemed the principal refort 
of merchants and traders from every part of the commercial 

^ Bu3t by Henrf Wardlaw, bifliop of St. Andreves. He died in 1440* See 
Kcith'8 Catalogue^ and Martin's State of the See of St« Andrews. 
t Johnfon's Journey to the Weftern Ifles. 
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world with which Scotland had the lead intercourfe. Two or 
three hundred vefiels^ it is faid, were wont to frequent the har-^ 
hour : and there was an annual fair held here (fimilar to thofe 
which ftill exift in Germany, Holland, and other parts of the 
continent), which lafted for weeks : but fo great is the falling off 
in this refpeS fince the Reformation, as appears by the tax-roll- 
6i the royal boroughs, that though in the year 1556 the taxes 
paid by the city of St. Andrews amounted to 410I., thofe in the 
year 1695 did not exceed 70 1. From ancient records it ap- 
pears alfo, that there were a hundred and fifty-three brewers and 
fifty-three bakers at one time conftantly employed here : at 
prefent, however, not a third of the number of brewers, nor 
one fifth part of the bakers are to be found in the town and its 
neighbourhood *• 

Much of the wealth and confequence of St. Andrews was 
owing to the religious eftablifhments which in remote periods 
were founded and gradually enlarged, multiplied, and endowed 
in this corner o^ our ifland. All our hiftorians agree f, that 
fbon after the Scots and Pids were converted to the Chriftiaa 
faith, Mucrofs^ afterwards named Ktlrymont^ or Kilreuk if, now 
St. Andrew^s, became a place of confiderable refort, from the 
fame of its fanflity, and peculiar felicity in being pofTeiTed of 

* See Stat. Ace. vol. xiii. p. 191. Douglas's Defenp. of the Bail Coaft of SeotL 
p. 19. 

t He£t. Boeth. lib. vi. fol. 108. Lcfliey lib. ni. U/her, Camden^ Spottifwood, 
Sibbaldy &c. 

\ ** The place then was a fxwcll of wild boars (fays Marline), and was called in the 
** country language Mncrofs, 1. r. a Laivd of Boars ; from wwr, a few, and rofs^ a 
<* land or ifland." Vide Marline's Reliquiae Divi Andrcx. Morifoa's St. Audrews, ' 
i747.p. 17. - 
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cfstaio relics, fftM to have conQftod oi ^'the ftrm4>one, three* 
fiAg«r6 €^ the right ha&d| a toeth, and one of the lids of the 
apoftle*a (St. An4rew'$) kxkteJ^ HefKC the iqpoftle St. Andsew 
becfime thfs tutelar faii^t of the Scots 2^ ViGLs; the legend refpe^** 
il^ wl^^ch circumftance is much to the foIloMriog purport. About 
the year 370^ St Regulus, a monk of Patrae, a dty of Achaia^ 
wa$ .warne4 in a vifioa to eovigrate to ^* a region towards the 
weft, iUDate in the utmofl part$ of the worldi" apd to carry 
along with him aB co-partneri in his perilous journey a prieft^ 
two deajcone *^ eight hermits, and three devout virgins, to- 
gether with the relics which he had flolen from the ihrme ini 
which they were kept. And after a; voyage of much ^' tpyle 
*^ and hazard they fell into the Qermane ocean, where they were. 
** long toft with grievous tempefts, till, at laft, by force erf* a. 
*? ftorme the fhip waa driven into the- bay, near the place 
^^ where St» Andrews now ftands, and there fpUt aiunder OO) 
*^ the rock« } hut Regulus and his companie were ail broi^g^h& 
^^ &fe to fhoare, having nothing left, them hut the relicks, whicji 
** they were careful above all things to preferve." Soon after 
the arrival of this holy man and his companions, Herguftus^ 
king of the Pi^s, heard of the fame and fknOitj of their 
Eves, and, " when lie beheld the gra^vitie and pietie of the 
" men, and the forme of their fervice, was fo taken therewith 
•• that he fettled a conftant abode for them on the fame place, 

* Bi(hop Keith faysy '^Damianus zprefyfer, Gblasius and Cubaculus two dea« 
cotps." M^rtine calls one of thefe deacons Jul^aculus. Perhaps it is ao error of tranfcnp* 
tion. Indeed it is faid the MS. copies of Martinets Reliq. Divi Andr. differ very con- 
fiderably. This may account for fome feeming inaccuracies In Keith^s quotations, 
p. I . Introduc. The copy which he ufed is that in the Ad?ocate8' Library, Edinburgh. 
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" and took order for their enteruinment/* The' pious Kng of 
the Fi€ts having thus granted an eftablifliment to this colony of 
Chriftiand, a cell and a chapel in honour of their leader were 
buiity and on this occafion the name of this port was changed 
from. Mucrofs to Kilrule or Kilrymont. But after the expuK 
(ion of the Fids by K^netb III. the mecrof)olitan church for-* 
merly eftablifhed at Abernetbiiy the cap^ of the Pi£li(h 
dominions, was thence tranflated to Kilrymont, at which 
time the church thus tranflated was called St Andrews 3 and 
the city, which on this occafion was newly peopled by a colony 
of Scots under the protedion of Ftjjvt Duffus^ a diilinguifhed 
leader, to whom Kenneth ailigned the province of Picb/andiay 
now called Fife, taking its name from the metropolitan church 
St. Andrews^ retains it to this day *. Hence, from the relicks 
of St. Andrew the apoftle being brought by St. Regulus to this 
, ancient dty, the former became the ti^telar Saint dT the Scots, 
who dill celebrate his feiHval on the 30th Noveubg: wherever 
they are difperfed over the habitable globe* 
. Among the dignitaries who founded and endowed the re* 
ligious houfes belonging to the See of St. Andrews, feveral of 
our Scotifh writers, particularly Fordun, . Wintoqn, Balfour, 
Innis, Spottifwood, Sibbatd, Martine, Ruddiman, and Keith,, 
mention feme archbifhops and other churchme^n who make a 
confiderable figure in the dvil as well as eccledaftrcal hlftory of 
Scotland 

In the earlier ages of the ScotiCh church, the Culdees were 
the eleftors of the bifhops; hut after the order of Culdees was 

* Martinc's Reliq. Divi Andr. Slbbald'a Hifl. of Fife j Keith's Catalogue ; and 
Stat, Ace. ToL xiii. 
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yeard, during which the digoified orders of the chtirch not u»- 
frequent}y pccupied the highef)^ offices of the ftate. 
. la the year 1178, William King of Scotland appointed 
liis coufin Rogge, fon of Robert III. of Leicefter, to be hlgli 
•chancellor of the kingdom. The biihopric of St. Andrews 
falling vacant, the high chancellor was confecrated and rsufed 
to the fee anno 1198^. The caftle of St. Andrews was firft 
built by this bifliop, about the year 1 200 f. Among the arcb- 
biihops of St. Andrews may be enumerated the following: 
William Malvoifme, the founder of the hofpitals of Lochleven 
and Scotland** well, who brought from France Dominicans, 
Pranclfcans, and Jacobins, "who by their pretenfions to an 
.♦' auftere life (fays Martine) fupplanted the credit of the priefts, 
"^and were upheld by the Pope, whofe defigns they upheld j" 
— Gamelin; — William Wifcheartj-— William Frazerj— William 
Lamberton, who was the ftrenuous oppofer of Edward I. and 
the patriotic aOertor of the conAitutional liberties and independ- 
.ence of Scotland ; — Gilbert Geenlaw ; — ^James Kennedy, the 
remains of whofe nK)nument are pretty entire (he was founder 
^of St. Salvator*s college, a great patron of learning and religion, 
and was named among the chief of the regency during the mi* 
nority of James III.) j— James Stuart, Duke of Rofs, fecond fon 
of James III. ; — ^Alexander Stuart, natural fon of James IV., 
the pupil of Erafmus, who fell with his father and the flower 
of the Scotifli nobility at the battle of Flouden-field, A. D. 1513, 
at the premature age of twentyrone ;— James Beaton, or Be- 
thune, founder of the Divinity college of St. Andrews. The 

* Crawford's Officers of State, and Keith's Catalogue. 

f See Martlne's ReL'q. Divi Andr. and Sibbald's Hift. of Fife, p. 132. 
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fate of this arch-prelate feetns fomewfaat fingulan In the tur^ 
bulent minority of James V., on the Duke of Albany's going 
over to France^ anno 15179 Beaton and five others^ vi%. the earU 
of Arran, Angus, Argyle, and Huntly, and the archbilhop of 
Glafgow, were left to manage the affairs of the ftate. The earl 
of Angus, a powerful chief, was marked by the othej' fivtf 
nobles for deftrudion^ The eails of Huntly and Argyle throw- 
ing their (hare of power into the hands of Arran and the arch* 
bifhop of St. Andrews, the latter was made die inftrument to 
accomplifh this treacherous budnefs. A convtntion of Che (Idteft 
was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh on the i^pth of April 
1520. But previoufly, a private meeting, to which Angus wit 
invited, was held in Beaton's apartments at iht foot of Black* 
friar Vwynd. Angus, who fufpeded the defigft againft him, 
prevailed with his uncle Gavin Douglas^ biihop of Dunkeld 
(the celebrated Scotilh poet formerly noticed), to wait on the 
archbifhop, and learn the purport of the meeting ; while he 
himfelf, with a few faithful attendants, would be in ireadinefs and 
at hand ihould any untoward occafion require prompt affiftance« 
The two dignitaries entering warmly on the fubjeA, in which 
it was alleged that danger was to be apprehended to the nephew 
of our accomplifhed poet, the archbifhop, who had taken the pre* 
caution of puting on armour under his facred veftments, in the 
heat of argument, in attempting to excufe himfelf, and lay 
the fole blame on the earl of Arran, exclaimed, •* There is no re* 
medy^ upon my confcience I cannot help it ;" and, ftriking his 
hand on his breaft, the iron plates of his armour anfwered to 
the ftroke. On which the bifihop of Dunkeld fhrewdly repHed, 
** How now, my Lord? Metbinks your tonHbience clatters. 

3 F '' We 
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" We arc priefts; and to put on armour, or to bear arms, i» 
^* not confident with our charafter." Soon after this the con- 
verfation ended j and next day Arran's party, among whom the 
archbifhop of St. Andrews appeared in armour, made a ilrong 
effort to feize Angus, and facrifice him to their refentment: 
but the latter haddifpofed of his force, confiding of aboutyZ^^r-* 
fcore chofen men, to fuch advantage, that no fooner did Arran's 
party fally forth from their lurking place, than they were re- 
pulfed with great flaughter. Meanwhile, the bifhop of Dun-» 
keld retired fecretly to his chamber, and befought the Lord in 
prayer. The archbifhop of St. Andrews, who had mingled ia 
the combat, finding his adherents beaten, fled to the Grayfriars 
church, and hid himfelf behind the great altar, from which he 
was torn by his enraged enemies, and muft inevitably have 
perifhed, had not the meek-fpirited bifhop of Dunkeld intcr- 
pofed, and faved his life *. The earl of Angus's party, carry- 
ing their revenge flill farther, entered the city of St* Andrews^ 
and pillaged the palace ;■*— while the archbifhop, narrowly 
efcapihg the fword of the afFafFins, fled weftward, and took 
fhelter among the hills of Balgrumo ; where, it is faid, he ex- 
changed the robes and paftoral crook of his high ofEce, for the 
humble weeds, fcrip, and flafFof a Scotifh fhepherd "j:. 
• Three other archbifhops of St. Andrews experienced a.no kf^ 
remarkable reverfe of fortune than the laft mentioned; two 
perifhed by'^the hands of murderers, and one fuffered an ignomi- 
ixious death. David Beatoun (afterwards Cardinal), the nephew 

• See Drummond's Hift. p. 88. Buchanan, LT>. xi>, Keith^s Cat, p. 151. Life 
•r Gavin Douglas prefixed to his Virgili p. 8 - xo. and Arnot's HtflL of i^dinbutgb*. : 

t See Pitfoottie's Htft. ^}^mt%.\. and Marline's Rcltq. Divi Andr« > 
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and fucceflbr of James, Archbiftiop of St. Andrews, confpicu* 
bus for ambition and a thirft of power, joined to a malignant 
(pirit of perfecutlon^ having obtained the higheft dignities in the 
church and ftate, and having rendered himfelf hateful hf 
unheard of crueUies to the reformers, when the ordinary courfe 
of juftice could no longer be purfued, fell a prey to their refent- 
ment, and periflied by the hands of mercilefs aflaffins. The 
horrid fcene of this tragedy was laid in his own palace at St. 
Andrews, where, but a (hort time before, one of the firft victims 
to the new opinions, as they were then called, fuffered the punifh-. 
ment due to his crimes f This was George Wijhart^ the great apoftle 
of the reformed religion. Cardinal Beatoun, it is faid, from 
his palace windows *, beheld the martyr perifh in the flames. 
** The flame that thus confumes tny body," faid the dying man, 
cafting a look around on the gazing multitude, " pains not my 
" broken fpirit. But ere long (pointing to the Cardinal) he 
** who looks down fo difdainfully upon my miferable conditioni 
*' lolling at his eafe, (hall be ignominioufly cafl: forth from the 
" place whence he now gluts his eyes •f'." This prophecy was 
but too fatally verified. A private quarrel between Cardinal 
Beatoun^ and Norman Lejly^ eldeft fon of the Earl of Rothes ^ led 
to the untimely death of the former. Norman, having gained 
fufficient means to compafs his fanguinary purpofe, came to 
St. Andrews and lodged in the inn which he ufually frequented, 
watching in fecret the moment favourable to fuccefs. The Car- 
dinal, intent on fortifying his caflle, and little fufpeding danger 

* The wmdowy of which but a fmall portion now remains, is ftOl pointed out to 
the enquiring ftranger. 

f Bttcbaoan, Hb. xv. PitCcottie. 
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fo neiur at hand^ had a great number of workmen employed in 
that bufinefs. Early in the mornings May 7th 1546, Norman 
feized the porter at the palace-gate, ru{hed into the inner courts 
with his followers, called out the workmen and fervants, dif- 
mifled them with horrid imprecations if they dared to open their 
months or make refiftance, entered the Cardinal's chamber, and 
transfixed him with their fwords. — ^^ Fie ! I am a prieft," ex- 
claimed the Cardinal, writhing in agonizing convulfions ; ^' Fie ! 
fie ! all is gone !*' and then expired *. Some authors add, that 
the dignified prelate, the high-minded Cardinal, was cafl out 
from .the window whence he beheld the magnanimous Wifhart 
confume in the flames, and thus the predidion of the dying 
martyr was fulfilled. The friends and dependants of the mur« 
dered Cardinal laid inftant fiege to the caftle, in which the aflaifins 
were fbeltered ; hut it happened, that the Regent's fon, who had 
been det^uned by the deceafed as an hoflage, was in their hands ; 
availing themfelves, therefore, of this favourable circumftance, 
they made it ferve as a check to any attempt to felze the caftle 
by fiurprize ; and remaining in pofleifion, in open defiance of 
law and order, they fallied forth occafionally, and committed 
d^redations on the country around, till the French Admiral 
Strozy laid fiege to the caftle, and carried off the aflaffins with 
him to France, after they had held it for fifteen months. 

The fucceflbr of Cardinal Beatoim v^i^isj-obn Hamilton ^hrotli^x 
q{ the Regent Arran^ This archbiftiop, at one time a favourer 
of the reformed religion, had^ like his exalted predecefiibr f , a 

concubine 

^ Bnchanan, Robert Ibxu 

f Whom Pennant calls ''An ambitious, cruel^ b'centious prreit ; fo fupenor to 
decency^ that be publicly married one of bia ^ natural cbadrento the Mbftei of 

Cravffordf 
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concubine in keepings by whom he had many children^ and 
lived in open defiance of the ftri^: rules enjoined by the holy 
Githolic church ; yet, mindful of its interefts, he judged it ne- 
ceflary to make another example of a renerable heretic, namely^ 
Waber Mylne^ prieft of Lunan, near Montrofe, who was brought 
to St. Andrews, condemned, and burnt in April 1558. The 
death of this innocent man, in extreme old age, for he was 
above eighty, funk deep into the minds of the reformers ; and 
by examples like thefe the new opinions gained ground with an 
acceleration proportioned to the number of vidims and the rage 
of perfecution. When the Lords of the Congregation, favoured 
by the fuccefs of their caufe, and legal authority, were triumph^- 
ant, the mal-contents, among whom Archbilhop Hamilton waa 
now placed, fufiered in their turn. After Mary's flight into 
England, the arch*prelate, taking refuge in Dunbartoci cafUe 
(foon after the furprifc of that fortrefs), was conveyed thence, 
and publicly hanged at Stirling, in April 1571 *• 

The fate of Arcbbtjh9p Hbarp^ whofe untimely death was io 
much deplored by the SootiiK ei»fcopatians,. is well known. 
From the firft dawn of the reformation to the: final eftabliihment 
of the Preiby terian church government in Scotland, (a period t£ 
fomewhat more than a century and a hal^)tlie contending^ parties, 
kept conftantly in a (late of civil aod rdligious ammoiky, loA 



Craiiffordy owned her for his daughter^ and gave with ber (in thofe dsp) the vaSfbr* 
tune of fbur tbonfend nrerks Scots.**— Scottfii Teur^ TeL rSk pu 245. 

* « I have feen (faysMartiae) copiei ol chartess gnuttcd hy t&k An:Uift#ptA 
William^ John, and James Hamiltons, his three natural fonsy born of Grizzell Sempill^ 
(daughter of Robert iLord Sempill; the)F«aF«4ifigi)edlkr iNrtmalfdOTi ftiKi tbef were 
forfaultcd," Reliq. Dm Andr- p. 244. 
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all fight of the liner feelings of humanity and th^ duties of foclal 
Order, the more delicate traces of civilized manners, the grace- 
ful elegance of refined urbanity, the bewitching bland ifhments 
of natural fimplicity, undfFedted fincerity, candour, mildnefs of 
difpofition, and a fcrupulous regard to the comforts of one 
another ;— while Prefbyterianifm was funk in a Wind regaitl to 
what the gloomy, morofe, and abftrad puritans called the duties 
of religion^ Epifcopacy feemed better adapted, in the eyes of its 
votaries, to the progrefs of civilization and pious decorum : be-* 
fides, it was deemed fufceptibleof more readily amalgamating with 
innocent hilarity, fplendid elegance, and refinement of manners. 
Such was the ftate of opinions among the Scotilh reformers 
in the days of our fecond Charles, when the Refolutioncrs and 
Remonftrators'^ carried their animofi ties to the extreme of party 
rage and lawlefs intrigue, yames Sharps formerly a zealous 
fupporter of the caufe of rigid Prefbyterianifm, was confecrated 
within the Abbey church of Weftminfter pn the 15th December 
1661 1) ^tid foon after raifed to the Archiepifcopal fee of St. 
Andrews, in the univerfity of which city he formerly fat in the 
chair of Philofophy. The unexpeded exaltation of Sharp, and 
his cruel and inhuman treatment of the party whofe interefts he 
had betrayed, drew on him the hatred of the pious and perfecuted 
of the fuffering Kirk^ whofe caufe rtfted on the firm bafis of re- 
iiftance and unfliaken conftancy. On the 3d of May 1679, this 
prelate fell a facrifice to the refentment of the mo/i holy of the con- 
venticle. Nothing could exceed the piety with which his barbar- 
. ous murder was perpetrated. Hack/ion ofRatbillet mFifc^2Lnd eight 

* A ftmarkable dlvifion of the Fre(byteri«uia at the time of the Reftoration. 
f Keith, p. 26. 
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more of the condition of farmers his aflbciates, had by earneft 
prayer enquired of the Lord anent (concerning) the expediency 
of executing righteous judgment on the Archbiflvop *• Thq 
anfwer was, ^ Go and profper f .' On the fatal day, he, unheed^ 
ing danger, (while thefe nine aflaflins were lying in wait,) was 
paying a vifit to the clergyman of a neighbouring parifh (Gere8)| 
and carelefly fmoking a pipe with him, whe» a boy, who had 
knowledge of this circumftance, gave notice to Hackftoa, and the 
reft of the affaffins, who fallied forth to way-lay the devoted 
vidtim:}^. Seizing the moment favourable to their hellifh pur- 
pofe, they exclaimed in maddening rapture^ ^^ He is delivered 
into our bandsy^ and drew their fwords in gloomy iatisfadion ; 
and whilft charging their carabines and piftols they muttered 
thanks to the Supreme Difpofer of all Events, in full afTurance of 
the uprightnefs and innocence of their intentions I Meanwhile 
the Archbifliop's coach came in tight, in which fat bimfelf and 
his daughter in eafy converfation, without the fmalleft fufpicioa 
of their impending fate ; till, accidentally looking out of the coach 

window, Sharp defcryed armed men well mounted in purfuit of 

< 

him. He inftantly gave order to bis coachman to drive fuU 
fpeed to the paface of St. Andrews; but his murderers rode 
furiouily after, and difcharged their pieces at the coach without 
effed. One, who happened to be better mounted than the reft, 
came boldly up to it, cut the traces, and ftruck the poftilion to 
the groond with his fword. This was the fignal of death* The 

* On Magu* Muir, as fie was to pafs Homeward. 

•j- Thff execution of righteous judgment hy priveUe nun^ was affafftnation organized. See 
Hind let Loofe, p. 24. ^1%^ 

I Lord Haika' Remarks on the Hift. of Scot. p. 265> 

refl 
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reft of the ruffians by this time having furrounded the carriagei 
tore the Archlnflicp from it, then; dragging him to a fmall dif* 
tance, they poured their (hot into him, and pierced him with many 
wounds, leaving him to expire in the arms of his diilraded daugh- 
ter. He was conveyed to his own palace, and buried with all 
the pomp due to his exalted ftation *. Hist merdleCs afiaffins 
Aculked about the country, the chief of whom was afterwards 
tak^ in battle, and, being tried as a traitor and murderer, fuflfer- 
ed the death due to his crimes ; for, notwithftanding his ex« 
ppcfily denying the authority of the King, the court, the judges, 
and the jury, he was ^tried, found guilty, condemned, and 
executed on the fame day ; and his quarters were fent to the 
chief towns as monuments of divine vengeance f. On the 
death of Sharp, Epifcopacy declined apace, and Arthur Roft, 
who died on the 13th of January 1704, was the laft dignitary 
of the ancient fee of St. Andrews :(!• 

% See the order ef bis Graec'i funeral^ in the AppendiK to Amot's Hiftory of 
Edioburghy p. 608. 

The monument of Archbilhop Sharps in the charch of St. Nicholas, is of white 
marble, executed in a poor ftyk, it is confefiedt yet for the time at whidi it was er ded 
not altogether devoid of merit. The church was lately rebuilt, at an expence of about 
three thoufand pounds fterling, beiides one thou{and thrown away in a law-fuit between 
the town of St« Andrews and the proprietors of the parifh of St. Nicholas. 

f See Swift's Crichton's Mem. ; Woodrow's Htft. vol ii. p. 1 4.)* and Hind let Loofef 
p. 197- 

t The Revolution of j 688 deprived him and the reft of the Scotifh Bifhops of their 
revenues* See Keiths p. 27. 
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